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We can say with some certainty that five young Eller men; George Michael, Heinrich/Henry, Christian, 

Melchior and Jacob; that emigrated to America in the mid-1700’s were from “the Palatine.”  

Unfortunately, that doesn’t mean much.  Nearly all the German-speaking immigrants who came into 

Philadelphia during that time were so described. Clearly some were from Germany but others were 

German-speaking and from Austria, Switzerland, Italy and even parts of Scandinavia.  

James Hook, who authored two booksi on the Eller Family offers several (somewhat conflicting) 

speculations about our Eller ancestors in Germany. None come with convincing evidence.  

The Eller family is a very old and honorable one in Germany. According to Siebmacher the name 

in the middle ages was spelled Elner. The family was one of the most distinguished in the 

Rhineland. Its ancestral seat was near Dusseldorf from whence the family spread to Westphalia 

and south to the Rhineland Provinces. One branch, at a very early date, settled in Eastern 

Prussia near Danzig, where Joachim Eller confirmed the family emblem of nobility in 1600.  

The name and emblem of the Dusseldorf family was adopted by a branch of the Baron von 

Eberstein family which was heir to some of the Eller estates and in 1819 the emblems of the two 

families were combined for Carl Heinrich Christian Wilhelm von Eberstein, Royal Prussian Major, 

universal heir of his uncle Drosten Christian Ludwig von Eller, who was the last of his name to 

carry the baronetcy title.  

Many members of the Eller family from the time of the first crusade were in possession of high 

orders of dignity, one of whom was General Major Wolf Ernst von Elner, Chief of a Regiment and 

Governor of Minden. He died in the year 1680. The name is found in many other distinguished 

places; among writers, physicians, teachers, and explorers. Frederick Eller was private physician 

to Frederick the Great.  

Some members of the family seem to have been among the first to accept the teachings of the 

Reformation. Some were followers of Kaspar Schwenkfeldt and remained loyal to the 

Schwenkfeldian faith to the end. The Dusseldorf family for the most part were Lutheran, but 

when the Dunkard faith was organized in 1708 many joined and underwent the persecution that 

destroyed the sect in Germany and forced a nucleus of the more ardent members to emigrate 

to America and reestablish their church on the free soil of Pennsylvania.  

It is said that the Eller emigrants to America between 1740 and 1750 were Dunkards, or 

descendants of that faith. They were, indeed, non-Lutheran Protestants who accepted the 

Baptist Church after their settlement in America. They may have been Dunkards, but it is more 

probable that they were Ronsdorfers, a sect founded by Elias Eller of Elberfeld in 1727. The 

disciples of this sect underwent the usual persecution meted out to nonconformists and in 1737 

sought isolation on the estate of one of their comrades about thirty miles east of Dusseldorf. 

Here they founded the now prosperous town of Ronsdorf and initiated some of the industries 

for which the city to-day is well known. ii 



There clearly were some Eller immigrants who had ties to the Dunkard church and one branch (the 

Jacob and Magdaline Eller family of Botetourt County, Virginia) go on to produce a long line of Brethren 

ministers.  However, the Ellers that eventually settled in Rowan County, NC all appear to be Lutheran.   

Hook’s second book does not reaffirm or correct this first speculation but he does offer additional 

information. 

The writer is indebted to Mr. Aurel Eller of Goffstrasse 3, Munich, Germany for the following 

record of the Algau family of Eller which in some respects suggest a connection with certain 

early emigrants to America.  

The Algau family of Eller apparently is one of great anti9uity. Quoting from Mr. Eller's letter to 

this writer, dated 21 April 1957, he says~ "In the dark ages, 6th-7th centuries, our era, there 

lived in Lindenberg in Algau-formerly Lintiberc-then only a dense jungle powerful giants 3-4 

meters tall. They were called teutones and came from Jutland. They moved on gradually during 

the 8th century, and in the 9th century came the Alamans, who settled down on Bodensee. They 

were of Swedish origin and they in their turn descended from the Germanic race. Single families 

of the Alamans wandered into Westallgau. These again spread out as early settlers in the old 

forest regions of that time. One of these settlers with the forename ELLO, and his family, cleared 

land in an opening of the forest, at the foot of Hirschberg. This clearing became the ancestral 

seat of the Eller family.  

It is true I cannot positively ascertain the genealogy of our forefathers before the beginning of 

the 1500's because my studies were made very difficult during the war years. In the city archive 

of St. Gallen, the state archives of Bregenz , and in the state archives in Neuberg on the Danube, 

are valuable material about the heads of the Dutchy of Altenberg and family, their bondsmen 

and serfs. Mr. Eller thinks these records would reveal much information if one would take the 

time and dig it out.  

Mr. Eller's letter then continues, the real authentic proven founder of our family of Algau is 

Michael Eller of Unterstein, near Scheidegg born in 1630. According to his father he must have 

been born in Unterstein or in Ellersreute, because the two towns lie only about two kilometers 

apart. In the middle of the 1500's to the beginning of the 1600's, according to Mr. Eller's letter, 

one Mathias Eller was living in Ellersreute and Hans Eller was living in Unterstein, while seven 

others of the name were landlords in the same region. iii 

Hook’s suggestion (based in part on Aurel Eller’s letter) is certainly speculative and perhaps, just plain 

wrong. 

I have a great deal of information about the noble gentlemen von Eller, who descended from 

the House of Eller near Dusseldorf. I have also published much of it in several places.  This noble 

family died out on 6 May 1819, whereupon Karl von Eberstein took over the von Eller name and 

coat-of-arms. But it is certain that there were no emigrants to the USA from this noble family. 

The information from Mr. Aurel Eller of Munich to J.W. Hook contains several erroneous 

statements. For example, it is not true that a Heinrich Adam von Eller of Burgau was made a 

prince. The name of the family at Burgau (near Duren in the Rhineland) was von Elmpt, not von 

Eller, and no one in the family was ever made a prince. I am absolutely certain your ancestors do 



not trace back to either the von Ellers or the von Elmpts. Rather they originated, as you yourself 

know, in the Palatinate.iv 

Most researchers suggest we should not assume all Eller families in the ‘Old Country’ were from the 

same, single ancestor.  When family names came into being, they often were added to the first name 

because of location or profession and not because the people were related.  The name “Eller” has two 

possible origins: The Alder tree and a bend in the river.   

So, George Eller (or Ohler) could be “…George who lives near the Alder tree” or “…George who lives 

near the bend in the river.” It does not mean that George and others with the name Eller are related.  

One researched in contact with the Eller Family Association offers: 

Through the development of civilian family names- the name "ELLER" surely sprang up in 

different parts of Germany independently of another. I think it therefore impossible that the 

different Eller stems (family lines) from the Algaeu and from the Pfalz are related to each other. 

As far as I know such a relationship has never been documented, least of all not before 1800, 

the time in question. v 

Another researcher, quoted by George Eller of West Germany, concludes our Ellers come from 

Dolgesheim. 

The evangelical Lutheran Ellers from Dolgesheim in Rheinhassen (formerly county of 

Leininger-Guntersblum) goes back to JAKOB ELLER, a farmer, (also innkeeper) and juror that 

was born about 1590. He came to Dolgesheim shortly before the start of the 30 Years War. First 

mention of him is in 1631 when his name appears on one of the Leiningen documents taking 

the oath of allegiance.  

Although Jakob was a newcomer to the area, he seems to have been a proper background of 

culture and origin to be a juror. This holds also true to his wife; although her name is 

unknown, she descended from respectable, propertied farming people from Dolgesheim.  

the chronicles of Dolgesheim there is talk of the "old Eller generation." Also; according to oral 

history, the Dolgesheim Eller lineage originated from the middle Hessian area around 

Offenabach on the Main (River)--Frankfurt on the Main.  

The presumable ancestor was HENN ELLER, born 1430, who was a wine master of Seligenstadt 

on the Main (River). His son HENN, according to documents, was registered by the family 

name "Eyler".  

Henn Eller's grandson, JOHANN ELLER, was listed as a citizen, win merchant and councilman 

when he lived in Frankfurt about 1500.  

ANTON ELLER the son of Johann is mentioned in 1541 as a councilman, in 1548 is listed as a 

host/innkeeper and friend to Phillipe Melanchton, a close friend and colleague of Martin 

Luther.  



ANTON'S niece (his brother RUDOLPH ELLER'S daughter) married Emmerich Scheffer from 

Dietz/Lahn, a wine master and civil servant of the County of Nassau. In 1592 documents refer 

to her as widow and manager of the Deitz wine cellar.   

JAKOB ELLER died in 1640 and left three sons and a daughter as far as it is known). 

The Dolgesheim lineage split again, some staying in Dolgesheim others settled all over 

Rheinhessen and beyond.vi 

Researchers continue to base their genealogy on Hook’s speculation.  A 2017 book by William Hinsonvii 

quotes Hook extensively and lands on one Michael Ohler who was born in 1630 in Ellersreute, District of 

Algau, Bavaria, Germany as the Eller ancestor.  

He shows seven children for Michael and his wife Agatha Wucher including a Bartl Ohler (1667-1724) 

who has a son George Michael (refered to simply as Michael)(1695 or 1696-1724) who emigrates to the 

American Colonies and who, Hinson believes is the father of George Michael Ohler (Eller), Christian 

Ohler/Eller and Heinrich/Henry  Ohler/Eller.  

Georg Michael Öhler (1) was born on 5 Sep 1695 in Untermerzbach, Unterstein, Algau District, 
Bavaria, Germany. He died on 5 Sep 1758 at the age of 63 in Frederick County, MD. He 
immigrated to the British Colonies in 1740 arriving at the Port of Philadelphia. 
 
Church records in Germany say he immigrated to America. He was also known Michael Öhler 
 
Georg Michael Öhler (1) and Margaritha Huels were married on 31 Jan 1719 in Untermerzbach, 
Unterstein, Algau District, Bavaria, Germany. Margaritha Huels, daughter of Johannes Huels 
and Margaretha Dreschsler, was born on 1 Dec 1694 in Kaltenbrunn, Uterstein, Bavaria, 
Germany. She died on 2 Mar 1766 at the age of 71 in Untermerzbach, Unterstein, Algau District, 
Bavaria, Germany. 

 
Georg Michael Öhler and Margaritha Huels had the following children: 

 
 +2 i. Johann Andreas Öhler, born 25 Nov 1719, Untermerzbach, Unterstein, Algau 

District, Bavaria, Germany; married Susanna Krauss, 1742; died 14 May 1785, 
Grossheirat, Germany. 

 +3 ii. George Michael "Michael" Öhler, born 22 May 1722, Untermerzbach, 
Unterstein, Algau District, Bavaria, Germany; married Anna Maria Schneider, 
1757, Frederick County, MD; married Salome , 1751, Frederick County, VA; 
died 25 Aug 1778, Frederick County, MD. 

 +4 iii. Christian Öhler, born 2 Jul 1724, Untermerzbach, Unterstein, Algau District, 
Bavaria, Germany; married Maria Elizabeth Buffel, abt 1751, Rowan County, 
NC; died May 1804, Providence Township, Rowan County, NC. 

 +5 iv. Heinrich "Henry" Öhler, born 1726, Untermerzbach, Unterstein, Algau District, 
Bavaria, Germany; married Elizabeth Bigler, abt 1749, Frederick County, MD; 
died 1788, Pipes Creek, Frederick County, MD. 

 6 v. Kunigunda Öhler was born on 18 Apr 1729 in Untermerzbach, Unterstein, 
Algau District, Bavaria, Germany. She died on 14 Apr 1734 at the age of 4 in 
Untermerzbach, Unterstein, Algau District, Bavaria, Germany. 

 
Georg Michael Öhler (1) and Marie Regina Ritter were married in 1730 in Untermerzbach, 
Unterstein, Algau District, Bavaria, Germany. Marie Regina Ritter, daughter of George Andreass 
Ritter, was born in 1699 in Kaltenbrunn, Uterstein, Bavaria, Germany. She died in Frederick 
County, MD.viii 



 

One note on the George Michael Ohler who married Margaritha Huels. Hinson says he came to the 

American colonies based on a note in church records in Germany. He is, as far as I can find, the only 

person who believes the father of George Michael, Heinrich and Christian left Germany.  The single word 

that he interprets as “emigrated” more likely means “passed on” or “died.”    

So, where does that leave us?  I come to this conclusion, admitting it is something of a leap of faith.  

• Michael Ohler/Eller who never left Germany has five children, three of whom (George Michael, 

Heinrich and Christian) immigrate to the American colonies and eventually to Rowan County, 

NC.  

• The other two Andreas & Kunigunda don’t leave Germany and that Kunigunda dies young.  

• Michael’s father might be Bartl Ohler (1667-1724) and that he and his son, Michael, are most 

likely from Untermerzbach, Unterstein, District of Algau, Bavaria, Germany.  

• That John Jacob and Melchior Eller, who settled nearby in Rowan County are most likely cousins, 

not brothers.  

The remaining question is trying 

to locate Untermerzbach, 

Unterstein, District of Algau, 

Bavaria, Germany.   

The most likely candidate today is 

the Untermerzbach in the district 

of Hassberg in Bavaria. Today the 

municipality has a population of 

about 1,700 people.  

This town is not near the town of 

Ediger-Eller where we have found 

some Eller relatives because of 

DNA testing.  Nor is it near the 

city of Dusseldorf or Dolgesheim.  
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