
This story was told by Lula Reynolds Eller to her granddaughter, Velma Louise Jackson 
Eads.  She never met her grandfather, Judge Hamilton Reynolds as he and Stephen had a falling 
out before she was born.   

  

Stephen Marion Reynolds was born to Judge Reynolds in Little Rock, Arkansas on December 15, 
1843.  Judge Reynolds owned the first steamboat that ran on Little Rock River.  Steve was well 
educated and of wealthy people. 

The Civil War broke out when he was sixteen years old and he fought for the South.  His mother 
had T.B. during the war and the Yankees sat her out under an apple tree while they burned her 
home.  She died shortly afterwards. 

Steve Marion married Louisa Evans.  (Born Louisa Jane Evans April 14, 1847.)  She was a 
midwife and a bible scholar.  They had four children:  Edward M., Ida Emily, Noah M. and Lula 
Mae. 

He was of small stature, never weighing over 125 lbs., had dark brown hair.  Being of Irish and 
English descent, he was a great jokester and loved to dance.  He knew 16 different steps (very 
good for those times).  He was a good nurseryman and farmer and had good orchards.  Died at 
the age of 51 years old of "Galloping Consumption (TB)".  He never allowed liquor or a deck of 
cards in his house. 

                             ___________________________ 

Granddaughters of Stephen Marion Reynolds, Nina and Eunice Eller told the story of their 
grandfather fighting in the civil war at age 16.  Enlisted 20 Jul 1861, discharged 28 Oct 1862. 
Company C, 2nd Arkansas Mounted Rifles, CSA.  

The story came from their mother, Lula Mae Reynolds Eller. 

The villains in the war were the "Blue Bellies".   They said:  "The Blue Bellies came and burnt the 
house down.  Momma was sick in her bed and they carried her in her bed and put her under 
the old apple tree when they burnt down the house.  Momma died not long after that." 
 


