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From the President  . . . Lauren Liggett 
Hello Eller Cousins! 

Dan and I just returned from a nice trip to the Holy Land.  What a 
blessing to be able to travel and see the places where Jesus lived and 
worked.  We had a great time, but now the jet lag is starting to hit me. 
We flew from Tel Aviv to Paris, and then Paris to Houston.  Somehow, 

we lost a night of sleep going through all the time zones.  I need to finish my letter before 
I nod off! 

I hope you will read the article about planning ahead for taking care of your family 
research, when you are no longer here on this earth.  Many of us have spent some major 
time and money on researching our heritage.  It would be nice to have a way of passing all 
that information on to our descendants when we’re gone.  We don’t want all our work to 
get tossed because someone doesn’t recognize it.  This is something that all of us need to 
plan for and not leave to chance. 

I hope you are all surviving the winter weather.  Spring will be here before you know it.  
The almond trees were blooming in Israel.  What a pretty sight they were.  I am looking 
forward to my own bed and my own pillow tonight  

 

Your cousin and EFA President, 

Lauren Eller Liggett 
missliggy@yahoo.com  

  

mailto:missliggy@yahoo.com
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From the Secretary . . . Ed Eller 
Greetings to all of our Eller Family Association members:   

If we get much more rain in North Georgia we are going to wash away.  
In the past two weeks we have had over ten inches of rain and last 
Saturday we had three inches of snow. 

I hope all of our members in the EFA had a good holiday and a good 
year in 2019.  I would like to challenger every member to sign up someone for a new 
member. If you cannot find someone to sign up it only cost you $ 20.00 to sign them 
up with a gift membership. We have 96 members and if each member signs up one new 
member we would have 192 and I think that would be wonderful. I will start it today 
by doing a gift membership to my cousin Amelia Whitmire. 

Betty and I went to Florida two weeks ago for a long weekend to see my brother Paul 
and my sister Lois. We flew out of Chattanooga, TN and got back on Sunday night and 
got home about 9:30 PM.  The reason I am telling you this I want to tell you what 
happened after we got home.  I had taped the Super Bowl and we watched the first half 
and was watching the half time show and our Carbon Monoxide Alarm went off.  I 
called 911 and the operator told me to get anyone in the house outside and to stay on 
the line with her until we were outside.  Two fire trucks came with nine firemen.  
Three of the firemen went in the house with gas masks on. Their Carbon Monoxide 
meter showed that the Carbon Monoxide level was very high.  They turned off the gas 
and opened a window in the back two bedrooms and put a very large fan at the outside 
door and ran it for about thirty minutes until the Carbon Monoxide level came down 
to normal. We called Dalton Service to come and check our furnace the next day and 
they told me they did not understand how it was still working as it was eat up with 
rust. Needless to say, we are getting a completely new heating and Air including duct 
work installed. Our furnace is under the floor and the air is outside. One of the firemen 
told us we could say thanks to our Carbon Monoxide Alarm as it most likely saved our 
life.  He said if we had gone to sleep in our house, we most likely would not have woke 
up. He told us to get a second alarm as you should have two in case one is not working. 

The real reason for telling all of our members what happened to us is if you don't have 
a Carbon Monoxide Alarm buy one today (especially if you have gas in your house. 

Until next time, 

Ed Eller 
EFA Secretary/Treasurer 
kermiteller38@gmail.com 

mailto:kermiteller38@gmail.com
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 From the Webmaster . . . Harvey Powers 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if you found one of your ancestors was 
interested in genealogy and left a treasure trove of data and well-
marked photographs?  The next best thing may be for YOU to be 
that ancestor.  

Don’t let your hard work disappear.  Make sure you leave your research where it 
can be found.  And make sure your progeny has authority to access it.   

There are a couple things you can do now to ensure your information lives on.  Some 
of these options may not appeal to you but consider at least one.  

Create a data CD.   

Nearly all current Genealogy computer programs allow users to export information. 
For example, Roots Magic has an option under “tools” to produce a “sharable CD.”  I 
suggest you also export a GEDCOM file to your CDs.   

Now, what do you do with the CD’s?  You might put one with your will. One to 
your most responsible son or daughter. And another to anyone else in your family 
you suspect might be interested in family history. Your photos should transfer with 
the data.  

Post your information online.  

Eventually anyone who wants the information will find it if it’s on the web. There 
any number of websites that want your information (which in many cases, they 
resell).  To the extent it doesn’t compromise privacy, you can put your data on 
Ancestry, Findmypast, Myheritage, or FamilySearch.  

Remember the Eller Family Association has a website where you can post 
information.  Just contact the webmaster.  

Produce a book. 

OK.  A book is somewhat expensive.  But you can create one and put copies in the 
libraries nearest your ancestral home and give copies to your children and 
grandchildren.  Offer copies to your cousins. You may be surprised they might even 
offer to pay for one! 
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Provide DNA access. 

The companies that do most of the DNA testing have very strict privacy rules. Check 
with whichever company you chose to make sure your progeny can get access. You 
may have to leave a letter of authorization. At the very least leave your 
login/password with your family.    

Mark your photographs. 

If you have a folder or box of old photos, mark who they are on the back (and if you 
know the information, where and when the picture was taken).  When my 
Grandmother Powers passed, my Aunt (with whom she lived) produced a box from 
under her bed with dozens of wonderful photos. People in Civil War uniforms. 
Several tin-types. None were marked. I’m sure Grandmother knew who they were. 
Neither my Aunt nor I knew most of them.  

Final suggestion.  Live to be a hundred and fool all of your progeny!  

   

Harvey Powers 
EFA Webmaster 
harv@harveypowers.com 

mailto:harv@harveypowers.com
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From the Editor . . . Dan Liggett  
Much of this edition of The Eller Chronicles has been dedicated to an 
article entitled the Estate Planning for Genealogists by a lawyer and 
genealogy enthusiast Victoria Woo.  Actually, it was transcribed from 
a talk she gave to the Houston Genealogy Forum in Houston, TX back 
in September.  Having listened (and recorded it on my phone), I 
thought it was valuable enough to do the transcription myself and 
asked her if we could publish it the Chronicles. She agreed and even 

read over it herself and made a few corrections. Below is the “teaser” given to promote 
her lecture: 

Many of us have become the keepers of our family history and our own personal 
archive. We spend hours and hours scaling brick walls and preserving our ancestor’s 
stories. But one day, we will become ancestors ourselves. What happens to all of our 
research and work? How do we protect our research and ensure it is passed on for 
future generations? Particular issues covered are the preservation and transfer of 
digital data and DNA. 

Many things she talks about are things those who have done genealogical research need 
to think about and do something about. We will all pass on someday, but what of the 
work we have done? What of the stories we know about it?  Have we written it down? 
Are we thinking about who should get our research after we are gone? Or will it all just 
disappear because we did not prepare for the inevitable?  Read the article.  Organize 
your research and prepare for the future. Find a way to pass it on to whomever would 
appreciate it and maybe even expand on it. 

Along that same vein, we hear from the work Steve Eller is doing to preserve a cemetery 
near to his heart. He has started a Facebook fundraiser to raise money to restore a 
monument or two in the Old Smyrna Cemetery. A link to help is in article (next page). 

Steve is also attempting to update the John Jacob Eller book that our own EFA secretary 
Ed Eller was co-author of.  Steve is asking for help. If you are in the John Jacob Eller 
line or a related line, please look over the book (link to pdf is in the article on the next 
page) and see how you can contribute with additional information or corrections.      

Please send me any suggestions or submissions for future Chronicles. My contact 
information is found on both the front page and at the end of this publication.  
 

Dan Liggett  
Eller Chronicles Editor 
danliggett@gmail.com  

mailto:danliggett@gmail.com
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Eller Family News 
 

Old Smyrna Cemetery Update 
Steve Eller is hard at work trying to organize another work day for the Old Smyrna Cemetery as a 
follow-up to the work highlighted in the November 2019 Eller Chronicles. It had been scheduled for 
February 15, but was delayed because of weather.  See the EFA Facebook Events page for details:  
https://www.facebook.com/events/206660807128933/   

The long-term goal is to clean up, repair and provide maintenance of the 
cemetery, entrance road and memorials. The Hardy Washington Eller 
Memorial is broken in two places and has fallen over. The Jacob Eller grave is 
missing a readable marker.  

Other memorials at this cemetery: Harrison Garrett - 1906-1906, Lexie Garrett 
- 1909-1911, James B Goddard - 1818-1887, Arthur Nicholson - 1898-1903, 
Early D Nicholson - 1901-1901, Homer Welborn - 1902-1903, Mary Lucinda 
Frances Whitmire Rogers and several of her children. Steve estimates around 
20 unmarked graves. 

The property around this cemetery was sold to the Forest Service in 1933. Steve’s Great Grandfather 
(Hardy Washington Eller) lived in this area around Charlie's Creek/Upper Hightower Community of 
Towns County. His home and land were referred to as "The Hard Eller Place". This cemetery has been 
neglected for years and needs some TLC. 

Steve is trying to raise funds to replace several headstones and to purchase a cemetery sign through 
Facebook Fundraiser at: https://www.facebook.com/donate/510559763216795/ 

 

Another North Georgia Eller Get Together 
The North Georgia Ellers are planning to have another family get together in March/April. Be 
watching for announcements from Steve Eller by email or Facebook. 

 

John Jacob Eller Book Update 
The Eller Family Association is working to update the book “John Jacob Eller and His Descendants” 
that was published in 1998 and authored by J. Gerald Eller, Edward K. Eller and Janie Eller Porter.   
Steve Eller (ellerpop1@yahoo.com) is spearheading the effort. Steve’s been working on the project 
for about three months. He’s looking for help and for any information you can add or correct. 

“There has been a lot of new Eller Family History since 1998.”  – Steve Eller 

A photocopy of the existing book is available online at: 
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/media/JohnJacobEller&HisDescendants.pdf 

You’re invited to review what’s there, offer corrections and – most important – provide updates.   

https://www.facebook.com/events/206660807128933/
https://www.facebook.com/donate/510559763216795/
mailto:ellerpop1@yahoo.com
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/media/JohnJacobEller&HisDescendants.pdf
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Estate Planning for Genealogists 
By Victoria Woo 

Probate lawyer in Kingwood, TX 
 
I actually first began to be interested in genealogy when I was about 8. The family that 
babysat me after school while my parents worked were LDS. I had the option of going 
to their Sunday School after school or helping the mom in the Family History Library 
and rewinding microfilm people had worked on. That was way back in the days of 
microfilm and microfiche back in the late 70s and early 80s. I asked questions of my 
grandparents and my great grandparents and I started writing things down. I kind of 
left it alone for a little bit since there’s only so much you can do when you’re 10. 

But, I got back into it when I was in college and I began researching my Native American 
ancestry. I learned that my family was Cherokee and I managed to get our Dawes Roll 
information and register myself and my father and my grandmother posthumously 
with the Cherokee Nation.  

As a wills, trust and probate lawyer (and a genealogist), I have been known to put 
things in wills and probate orders and heirship orders that have absolutely no legal 
significance whatsoever, but somebody 100 years from now might find it interesting. 
But I am hired occasionally by the court to represent unknown heirs and I am hired 
from time to time to actually find unknown heirs.  

So, this whole presentation is general estate planning information and then deals with 
things specific to genealogy and different web sites and things of that nature since you 
cannot do one without the other. And this is Texas, so all of my information relates to 
Texas law.  

I do, because I’m a lawyer, have to disclaim (state law requires), that nothing 
presented here is a formation of an attorney / client relationship or is formal legal 
advice. I’m giving you some ideas of things to think about, but talk to an attorney 
yourself to get specific advice.  

Everything I’m presenting to you is 
current as of yesterday (Sep 13, 2019).  
Some of these areas, the law is 
changing very, very rapidly. In fact, 
there were some huge changes since 
the last time I gave this presentation and I had to do some updates for it, mostly to do 
with Ancestry. 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dawes_Rolls
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So, what is an estate?  

It’s a big fancy word. But basically, it is 
everything you own or have an interest 
in at the time you pass away. Typically, 
it can only be transferred by an order of 
the court, either by an executor or an 
administrator. An executor, or in Texas 
we sometimes call them a personal 
representative, is someone who is listed 
in a will. An administrator is someone 
who is chosen by the court, absent a will. And I know a lot of genealogists don’t know 
the difference between those things, but that is some good vocabulary for you.  

There is personal property and real property. Real property can have genealogical 
value. I’m not going to go over that today. For example, my husband’s family owns a 
cemetery in Daley City, CA, it’s a Chinese cemetery that I manage for them. Sometimes 
family farms have genealogical value. Real property has its own little quirks for wills, 
but I’m just going to go over personal property. 

I do have a lot of people who ask me about Living Trusts instead of wills. I’m just going 
to put out there that I do not like Living Trusts. They make a lot of sense in some states 
where there are high taxes or unfriendly probate systems. Texas does not have an 
estate or inheritance tax. I’m going to go on a ledge here and say that probably most 
of you do not have 11 million dollars that would subject you to federal estate tax.  
Texas is a very, very probate friendly state. I have a lot of clients who at the end of the 
day look at me and say “that’s it, we’re done?” And I had one the other day that 
contacted me and he said, we’re on the docket but it will be a while. And I got up there 
and asked why and he said because we are behind the McNair estate, owner of the 
Texans.  And I said “no, it will take 3 minutes just like we will only take 3 minutes.” And 
it did.  

In 2015, the Texas legislature completely threw out the Texas Probate Code and 
started over with the Texas Estate Code, and they made it even more friendly. That’s 
great for Texas. 

One quick question: What is the difference between a Living Trust and if you have a 
Trust where you have a successive trustee chosen? 

A Living Trust is typically revocable and you put stuff in and take things out and revoke 
it if you want to.  A lot of people do those to protect assets and to avoid probate.  I 
don’t think they are a good idea; your lawyer might disagree. For some specific 
instances, they are good, but I’m mainly talking about wills here.  By the way, I have 
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always found something left out of a Living Trust as well and you end up going to 
Probate anyway. Plus, it’s really hard to transfer personal property, which is what all 
your genealogical information is, through a Trust.  

So, a lot of people ask me why they 
should have an estate plan and it comes 
down to control and cost. You can give 
your stuff in a will to whoever you want 
to. You can leave out your ungrateful 
daughter. You can give it all to your 3rd 

cousin Bob. You can give it to whoever you want. An estate plan lets you determine 
that, but you do have to follow certain legal formalities. If you don’t have a formal 
estate plan, which specifically is a will and some other documents, the probate judge 
is going to appoint somebody for you who then decides where everything goes.  Items 
can be overlooked, discarded, sold or transferred to any person.  I have been 
administrator of many an estate and I don’t know what any of this stuff is or who it is 
for. The Court doesn’t have to appoint a family member and I just give stuff away. I 
sell it and then later somebody comes to me and says I should have gotten this or that 
and I say well, nobody told me, I’m just selling stuff.  

And if nobody files for a probate order or proceeding, anyone can do what they want 
with your stuff. There was a story on one of the Facebook groups the other day where 
a woman was the only heir to an aunt and the aunt had all the family photographs. 
The aunt died and the niece didn’t do anything. The city took the house for taxes and 
just chucked everything that was in the house, so all the photographs were gone. 

Heirships, if you do not have an estate plan, this is the process, heirships do get pricey 
and they do get complicated.  

So, if you don’t have a will, somebody 
would need to file an application for 
heirship for you. The court will appoint 
a person to determine who the heirs 
are, called ad litem, which you’ve 
probably seen in many records you’ve 
looked at. In Texas, we need at least 2 
disinterested witnesses to testify as to 
who those heirs are. Property is then 
divided among your children and your spouse, but there are different rules if the 
children are of that relationship or another relationship. So, if you are married and 
you’ve got 2 kids from that marriage and 2 kids from another marriage and maybe 
have another kid floating around, it gets real complicated real fast. And everybody 
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starts arguing and it gets messy. If you don’t have any children, the law then goes up 
to your parents, out to your siblings and then down to your nieces and nephews. The 
law only covers biological or adopted family members, not step children, step parents 
or your cousins, so if that is who you want to get your stuff, you need to name those 
people because the law will never give it to them. An administrator will distribute to 
your heirs. It is really hard to get things to cousins or your aunts and uncles unless they 
are named in a will. 

The bottom line is: use all control of your property, how it’s divided. And it can get 
very expensive. Particularly if there is what’s called a dependent administration, where 
you have to go back to court for everything. They take forever and they get pricey. So, 
we’re going to talk about how to write it all down and just make it easier and faster 
and more expedient for you.  

So, you’re going to need to formalize all your wishes. And the easiest and fastest way 
to do that is to write a will. You should hire an attorney. And I know people don’t want 
to do that, they don’t want to spend the money or whatever. But there are some very 
goofy rules in Texas, in fact in every state, on how you have to execute a will. There 
are online services, such as Legal Zoom or Nolo, where you can get forms for wills, but 
I will tell you they are often missing critical language. I had one I probated recently and 
it was an online will that was missing one stupid sentence. And because it was missing 
that sentence, we had to go find the witnesses to the will to come testify. And the will 
was written in 1998. And I had to hire a 
private investigator to find the 
witnesses.  And the judge was cranky 
and wouldn’t let one of the witnesses 
testify by phone. So, we had to fly them 
in from Philadelphia. All over one stupid 
sentence. So, just go ahead and spend 
the money on going to a lawyer right 
now. They are really not that expensive 
to do, especially since it could save time 
and money later. 

You can do a hand written will, but it has to be entirely in your own handwriting and 
it has to be notarized. It’s better than nothing. There are a few extra hoops that will 
have to be gone through in probate, but, again, it is better than nothing. We only 
accept video or oral wills in Texas under very, very narrow circumstances. Basically, 
you have to be on your death bed. 

You cannot email a friend and say “I’m going to leave you all my stuff”, it doesn’t work. 
Unless you are in Nevada, that works.  Nobody else’s works that way. You can’t just 
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type up a Word document and leave it on your computer.  I had a widow the other day 
come to me and she said he typed this one document and he left it on his computer, 
but it was never signed, it was never witnessed, it was never notarized. And I said, 
“sorry”. That doesn’t work. 

We do have an exception for handwritten wills in Texas and it is something called a 
written memorandum. And that is going to come up a bunch here as we talk about 
your genealogy stuff. It has to be referred to in your formal, written will. It has to be 
in your own handwriting. It has to specifically identify an item of personal property 
where the recipient is named. It has to be dated after the date of the will. That’s a 
great thing since these things are easily changeable. It’s a great way to transfer your 
personal property. It’s a great way to transfer your genealogy data. Because as you 
acquire things or dispose of things, you can easily change it, rip it off and its done. But 
your formal will does have to refer to it. Your will needs to say that “attached hereto 
is a written memorandum” and that is all it really has to say. Just so the Court knows 
there is one and that it directs the executer to dispose of your assets as you designated 
in that written memorandum.  Again, you can only deal with personal property, you 
can’t do real property that way, or money.  The great thing is that if you’ve got a whole 
box of stuff you need to give to people, you can identify it that way. And if you get rid 
of items or acquire items, it’s super easy to change and not have go redo a whole 
complicated will. You do have to refer to it, it does have to be in your own handwriting, 
you can’t type it up. And it has to be dated and signed after the date of the will. And It 
does not have to be notarized or witnessed.  

All of your genealogy items are going to 
fall into two categories. Heirlooms and 
data. Your heirlooms are going to be 
your physical items: photographs, war 
medals, originals, documents, jewelry. 
Your data is going to be all that 
information you’ve collected over time. 

Some of it will be your physical data. Some of it will be copies of documents. Some of 
it is going to be digital data on your computer. Some of it will be in the cloud and those 
things are treated differently. So, many different ways to deal with those items. 

As I said, all your genealogy stuff is personal property that unfortunately in the eyes of 
the law has very minimal nominal value. The law puts more value in your couch than 
what is in your drawer. I know we’ve all put a lot of blood, sweat and tears into all of 
our work. Unfortunately, the law does not look at that. Some of your heirlooms are 
going to have monetary value, such as jewelry. If you have any historical documents, 
consider what you want done with those.  We have a family friend that is a direct 



Page 13     THE ELLER CHRONICLES                      Volume XXXIV, Issue 1 (Feb 2020) 
 
decedent of Oliver Cromwell. They have 
a lot of very historical documents in 
their possession that should be in a 
museum somewhere. If you have 
anything like that, be cognizant of those 
things and be sure they get to a 
museum. But everything has very 
minimal value in the eyes of the law. The 
sentimental value or your blood, sweat 
and tears value has no consideration. As 
you are talking about your own estate, 
be careful of claiming that things are invaluable or that grandfather’s pocket watch is 
worth 8 million dollars because all you are going to do is raise the interest of the IRS 
later. Nobody wants to do that. 

I’m going to talk about the disposition of your heirlooms. This area is the one that 
typically causes the most conflict in families, but you can avoid it. Heirlooms have 
different values to different people. I’ll give you an example, my grandfather passed 
away. He was a cowboy; he ran a ranch. He had two cowboy hats, a good Stetson hat 
and his work hat. And everybody fought over the good Stetson. And I wanted the 
nasty, dirty hat because that’s the one he wore every day. And nobody else wanted it 
and I took it and it is hanging on a wall in my office. But things have different value to 
different people. So, talk to people in your family and see what they might be 
interested in. 

One thing you can do is to divest 
yourself of assets before you pass away. 
Those items will not pass by your will.  
Again, talk to people let them pick what 
they are interested in.  The photograph 
I have up here, I took this summer. That 
is my almost 94-year-old grandmother 
and my 12-year-old son. And she took 
the kids into her bedroom and opened 
up her cedar chest. And went through 
everything in the cedar chest with my 

kids. And told stories about the items and let them pick what they wanted. Now those 
things have meaning to them as opposed to her just leaving them a particular item. 
She’s had a discussion with them and told them where the item came from. And so, 
consider that, particularly for grandchildren or nieces and nephews. My daughter took 
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a bunch of pillow cases with embroidered butterflies on them.  If my grandmother had 
just given that to her, it would have meant something, but my grandmother had a 
conversation with her about it, what they mean and where they came from. Now my 
daughter has a connection to them. So, consider that. 

You are going to need to provide specific instructions in your will, in that written 
memorandum. And you can tell a story as well in that memorandum about where 
those items came from. I inherited a bowl that just looks like a bowl and I wouldn’t 
know anything unless somebody had said “oh your 3rd great grandfather was a 
wheelwright and he made that bowl”. It looked like something I could have picked up 
at Hobby Lobby but now I know otherwise. 

You can be unconventional in your disposition of assets. You can give items directly to 
people or, I’ve done things in wills where we put it all in a box and they just go by and 
pick something out. Or they flip and coin to see who gets first pick. Or you can just say 
your executer gets to decide. But do list those items that you want to go to specific 
people or if you have items just divide them amongst my children. But be specific and 
identify those items so they don’t fight over them later.  I would skip giving all your 
sentimental items to your spouse. And the reason is, this happens quite a bit, if the 
wife passes away and leaves everything to her husband. Then the husband remarries 
and passes away and leaves everything to his new wife. And now the new wife has 
your family’s sentimental heirloom items and she doesn’t care and her kids don’t care 
and they all end up in the trash. So, go ahead and dispose of those to your children, 
nieces, nephews, your 3rd cousin, whoever might have an interest in those items. 

And consider some alternatives to giving 
away items to family members.  If you 
have a lot of photographs, go ahead and 
scan them and give everybody a flash 
drive with those pictures on it. People I 
know used a company all the time to 
scan pictures.  There is a company here 
in Houston called Digital Doorstep and 
they will come to your house with a 
fancy truck and scan your pictures in. If 
you are wary of handing anything over 
to strangers, I use legacy republic (https://get.legacyrepublic.com/), make scrapbooks 
and give those away to people. You can even give photograph heirlooms. Sometimes 
people don’t want a specific thing necessarily, they just want some idea of it. 

We can donate items to a local history museum, but call first. Make sure it is something 
they want; they don’t just want your stuff. And maybe give them a little monetary 

https://get.legacyrepublic.com/
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donation as well just as a thank you for them taking your item. Maybe they need to 
spend a little money to store your item or things like that. So, consider a monetary gift. 
And make sure it is organized. 

So, that is your heirlooms. Most of what you are probably concerned about today is 
your genealogy data. All those little bits of information that you have gathered over 
time.  

The first thing you are going to want to 
consider in your estate plan is what is 
your goal for that data. Is it just 
preservation? You just don’t want it 
chucked in the trash can somewhere. 
You want some family member to hold 
on to it and pass it on to future 
generations. Or, do you want somebody 
to carry on the research torch? Or is it 
some combination of the two? I have 
one branch of my family where all of my 

Wade information will go to a cousin, we share a great grandfather. I know that he will 
take all of it from there forward and preserve it and protect it, but that he will continue 
carrying on research going backward. So, sometimes it is a combination of the two. 

You also have to consider where your data is. Is it on paper? Is it on your computer?  
Is it in the cloud? Is it stored digitally? I’m going to get into some technical details on 
the data, but it will probably give you some things to think about. It may change the 
way you do your research or keep your information. 

If you want someone to carry the torch, you need to name that specific individual in 
your instructions in your written memorandum. Go ahead and get your kids involved 
or your grandkids involved in genealogy. They may initially say they are not really 
interested. But start having conversations with them about your family history. Make 
history relevant to them and in context. My daughter recently was studying the 
Chinese Exclusion Act in school and it was a great opportunity to sit down and say, 
here’s the deal with Grandpa Woo. And explain how he came here and how he had to 
live under false pretenses because he couldn’t immigrate and how he finally got 
himself right with Immigration and all the papers and everything. That became 
interesting to her and something relevant, so now she’s asking more questions of her 
grandfather’s family on how that all went down. It doesn’t have to be your kids or 
grandkids. It could definitely be your nieces and nephews, whoever might be 
interested. 
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If your goal is just preservation, consider donating it to libraries. You could go digital 
and upload them to various websites, which I will go over, but you would need to 
provide very specific instructions to your executor in that written memorandum.  

Now some things you could go ahead and do now, although our research is never, ever 
really done, there is always some family member you cannot find.  I’ve never met 
anybody who says “I’m done with my research. So now I’ll put it out there.” Some of 
you have done a significant job on something or feel like you are done(ish) and go 
ahead and put it out there. That’s something you can do.  

So, I’m going to with your paper data 
first. I imagine all of you probably 
started out on paper, or keep paper. I’m 
still fairly old school and I have binders; 
I have shelves and shelves of binders in 
my office. I’m still pretty old school on 
that.  But, the first thing you need to do 
is to get it organized. Nobody wants to 
do it but we must. We’ve all got lots of 
stuff. But something is going to get lost 
or overlooked if you don’t. So, the first thing to do is get it organized. There are some 
great organizational tools out there for genealogy. I abide by the KISS theory, Keep It 
Simple Stupid. Sometimes I see people organizing their stuff and they have these very 
complicated, color-coded schemes of things that might take an engineer to figure out. 
Obviously, organize it in a way that makes sense to you, but also organize it in a way 
that makes sense to somebody else if they have to come in and take up your research. 

Again, you need to specifically identify those items and locations and who gets them. 
Consider multiple people in multiple family branches on getting your paper data. You 
occupy a very unique place in your family tree. You and your siblings, if you have any, 
are the only people who are on that whole branch of your family tree. Obviously, 
nobody in my husband’s Chinese/Hawaiian family is going to be very interested in the 
Wade family of Bourbon County, Kentucky. Just like my Wade side is not very 
interested in my Chinese genealogy. So, consider breaking those things up. 

One of the things you can do is instruct your executor, your genealogy person, is to 
make a book. It doesn’t have to be complicated. You can just take all your family group 
sheets, scan them in and upload them to, say, HathiTrust or Archive.org, make a Geni 
project, put them in a USGenWeb specific county, send them to Family History Library 
or your local library. Like I said, just your pedigree charts and your family group sheets; 
it doesn’t have to be fancy, just so it is somewhere and preserved so somebody else 
can pull it off the shelf and look at it. Again, if you want to donate to your local library, 
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check first. And they do want your stuff organized. They don’t want your box of stuff 
just to have it. Especially if you don’t have time to organize it, they never will. Also, 
give them a little monetary donation and provide instructions.  

For your digital data, how many people 
here have an Ancestry.com account?   
So, we have to consider how that data is 
kept, whether it is on your computer or 
in the cloud or a combination of it. A lot 
of people think things are on their 
computer when it is really in the cloud. 

And we need to look at whether it is a subscription service or a free service and how 
that transfers differently. Remember, for on-line services, nothing is forever. How 
many websites have we used that have disappeared; gone away? So, always keep that 
in mind.  This is an area of the law which is very, very rapidly changing. 

We have some problems here with digital data. Back in 1986, congress passed the 
Electronic Communications Privacy Act and it says that third parties cannot disclose 
the contents of electronic communications without a warrant or consent. And they 
mean a warrant, you can’t just put it in your will and the court will say okay you can 
go get that information. And that was just for email not data, but a lot of companies 
started hiding behind the act and saying oh, we’re not going to share any of your 
information with your executor.  

And then there is a hodgepodge of 
Terms of Use of data. You know that 
little check box you check when you 
agree to their terms.  All those are all 
different. I personally will read those on 
occasion. Some companies have 
started embedding contests in their 
terms of use. And if you read it and 
come across the little email that says 
oh, if you read this far you’ve won. So, 
consider that. 

So, when it came to transferring digital data after death, it was really kind of all up in 
the air. So, lawyers came up with a plan. Sometimes lawyers are nice to each other 
and we have something called a Uniform Law Commission, where a bunch of lawyers 
will get together over various days and come up a general plan and submit that plan 
to legislatures so it is almost the same law in every state. The Uniform Commercial 
Code is probably the one you would be most familiar with. So, what they came up with 
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was the Revised Uniform Fiduciary Access To Digital Data 
Assets Act. In Texas, we call it TRUFADAA. It became 
effective on September 1, 2017. It is in chapter 2001 of the 
Texas Estates Code, so you can see this is pretty new. It 
was just one legislature ago. All the states in grey on the 
map are the ones that have passed the act or have a 
similar act. 

(https://www.uniformlaws.org/committees/community-home?CommunityKey= 
f7237fc4-74c2-4728-81c6-b39a91ecdf22) The blue ones are considering it. The white 
ones have not. I don’t know what the deal is with California and Oklahoma. They don’t 
seem to have anything in common as to why they have not considered it.  

So, what is TRUFADAA? It is three step process for transferring your digital data. If you 
are permitted to designate a fiduciary within your account (that is like an executor or 
an agent), go ahead and do it. More companies are doing this. Google has, for example, 
an inactive account setting where, if you don’t login for a certain period of time, they 
send you an email. And if you don’t 
answer that email, they assume you are 
dead and then they contact someone 
you have designated. But that 
designation has to be IN that account. 
There are a lot of third parties, like 
EverPlans and things like that, who will 
come out and say that if you designate 
with them that they’ll take care of 
everything and it doesn’t work that way. 

Currently, not one of the major genealogy services has that in there. I have it on good 
word, though, that one of the big ones is contemplating putting that in their system 
very soon. So, occasionally review your terms of service. If you get an email that says 
hey, we offer this service now, go ahead and do it and designate who you want that 
data to be transferred to. If there is nothing in that particular service where you can 
designate a fiduciary, you need to do it in your will. You need to specify in the text of 
your formal will that that person has access and authority to copy your data. Some 
people you can also designate, in addition to your main executor, someone called a 
digital executor. Maybe your 18-year-old nephew is really good at this kind of stuff and 
you want that person to be the person to take care of all your digital assets because, 
let’s be honest, not everyone is very computer savvy. You can also designate a tech 
company to help. Again, not all of us are computer savvy and so you might leave all 
your information to somebody who has absolutely no idea how to execute that 

https://www.uniformlaws.org/committees/community-home?CommunityKey=%20f7237fc4-74c2-4728-81c6-b39a91ecdf22
https://www.uniformlaws.org/committees/community-home?CommunityKey=%20f7237fc4-74c2-4728-81c6-b39a91ecdf22
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transfer. They want the stuff, but they don’t know how to get it. (Question: Can you 
designate one of your children as a co-owner of your data?) Most of the genealogy 
sites don’t let you transfer data or have co-owners. It is one person as stated on their 
specific Terms of Use. And if you don’t designate in your will who is going to get that 
data, it is going to get lost or forgotten because no one is going know to get on your 
computer and no one is going to try to log on to your Ancestry account or your 
MyHeritage account or whatever account. It’s just going to get lost. 

And if you haven’t designated, the Terms of Use of that particular service will control. 
A lot of those Terms of Use prohibit the transfer of ownership. Ancestry.com used to 
have a whole paragraph about that and you could not transfer the ownership of your 
Ancestry account in any way. They have pulled that out in the last year or so and now 
they are kind of vague about it when you ask them. They are a little fuzzy on it. But 
that indicated they were complying with an order from a court as designated in a will. 
So, you really want that in your will.  

For all the data on your computer, you 
are going to want to write down for your 
digital executor, where everything is 
located on your computer. Keep it 
organized. Keep it backed up. And again, 
KISS (Keep It Simple Stupid). If it in 8 
different folders on your computer, 
nobody is going to go looking for it. If it 
is all different places, nobody is going to 
take the time to go search and make 

sure they have pulled everything. So, make a folder, call it genealogy and keep it. 

If you have some software involved, say Family Tree Maker or Roots Magic or 
whatever, you cannot transfer the software. So, if you are giving that data to 
somebody, consider giving them a little bit of money so they can buy a software license 
to use the data. And make sure you include email access.  

One thing you can also do is instruct your executor upload your GEDcoms to RootsWeb 
or make a free website on Wix (that’s not going to be forever). Or tell them to print it 
all out and make a book like we discussed before with our paper data. Again, it doesn’t 
have to be fancy. Mostly just your family group sheets and pedigree charts from your 
genealogy software. But, that’s one way to preserve that data is to just instruct 
somebody to print it out and upload it somewhere, if they are not going to carry the 
torch on for you. 
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For your data that is all in the cloud, and 
that’s going to be your Ancestry 
account and things like that, make a list 
of all your accounts and all your logins. 
Keep that with your will. Again, KISS 
principle. If you have 47 different 
websites that you log into on a daily 
basis to do your research, consider 
which ones are important. And the 
cloud is not forever, remember that. 
So, you do want to make sure somebody has access to that data. And consider 
donating or giving people funds to continue those subscriptions.  

So, a lot of you are working with free 
sites such as RootsWeb, Family Search, 
Find-A-Grave or Billion-Graves. Most of 
these providers have no provisions for 
what happens in case you die and 
sometimes it probably doesn’t even 
matter. For example, RootsWeb or 
Family Search or Billion-Graves is not 
going to be an issue, your information is 
going to live on there forever. Of course, 

Family Search is going to be changed 45 times without your permission anyway. I never 
had that happen to me . . .  

I have a cousin that I collaborated with on RootsWeb. He did a lot of amazing research 
on my Fair family back in Germany and he put it up on RootsWeb. And he passed away 
a couple of years ago; his information is still there. Even when RootsWeb went away 
and came back, his information is still there. Since RootsWeb is with Ancestry, I think 
the odds of it hanging around for a little while are pretty good. So again, it pays to 
instruct your executor to upload your GEDcom to RootsWeb, just so it has someplace 
to live forever. 

Any transferred accounts are going to be subject to Terms of Use and it is usually not 
permitted, so that is again why TRUFADAA is important and you need to make that 
designation in your will. 

For somebody’s free accounts, it is easiest to just provide the log-in information to 
your digital executor and have them change it. If that person has an account too, most 
free services won’t combine them. With Find-A-Grave, you can instruct them to 
transfer management of all those graves over to you. Family Search will connect 
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accounts. They will take two accounts and connect them if that is what you instructed 
someone to do. 

Google, Hotmail, Evernote and Facebook only will let you access and download the 
information. Yahoo will only delete an account for a deceased person. So, if you have 
say, a Facebook family group, some people do that. They can set an administrator on 
theirs, so somebody has access to that information. Otherwise, Facebook will just 
memorialize or let them delete the group. So, make a second administrator on there. 

On your paid subscriptions, such as your 
Ancestry account, typically the account 
is just going to expire if it is not paid and 
then the data will no longer be 
accessible, so you want to be sure you 
have provided in your will for transfer. I 
would set up a fund for this. Particularly 
if who you are transferring the account 
to also has an Ancestry account; they 
won’t want to pay for two accounts. 
Ancestry says that, well off the record, 

they will not combine accounts just as a matter of course, but if presented with a will 
and an order of probate designating that this is what needs to be done, they will take 
one family tree and move it over to another paying user. But their access to your data 
is only as good as their subscription, so if you had a full subscription and access to all 
sorts of stuff and that’s what gets transferred and they only have a basic subscription, 
they will not be able to access all the sourcework. So, consider maybe giving them 
some funds for a couple years to give them a full account. So again, because some of 
these Terms of Use prohibit the transfer, it is very critical that you have that designated 
in your will. 

With all these paid subscription accounts, consider downloading your data anyway. I 
think we’ve all had at least one 
document on Ancestry that was just 
awesome and then we went back to 
look at it and it was gone.  

Again, ancestry.com has been a little 
fuzzy with me. I’ve talked to legal 
department because they did make a 
substantial change to their terms of use 
recently. They will comply with 
TRUFADAA and also the law which 
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applies to their homebase. One thing you can do is to invite an editor onto your family 
tree, but then that person can change your family tree. But when your subscription 
expires, their access also goes away. So if you do have shared trees with other family 
members and you are collaborating, please note that when you subscription expires, 
their access also goes away. 

You can download your GEDcom, the citations will be good, but the documents 
themselves won’t be included; the emails won’t be there and your DNA matches won’t 
be there. You could consider using Family Tree Maker to keep all that on your 
computer, but again you won’t have email or DNA match access. So, I would consider 
also using stand-alone programs, so that everything is on your computer because we 
know that it would be easy for someone to come in and get that off your computer. 
And they won’t have to go through hoops with ancestry.com on what they will transfer 
or won’t transfer. And this goes for saving and clippings for things from Fold3 and 
newspapers.com. And again, it sounds like it would be easier to transfer if it is just on 
your computer, but it helps in your research too because things do disappear. 

I’ve had several people ask me, what 
happens to my DNA? Your DNA results 
belong to you and only you and you can 
transfer them, sort of. The only thing 
you can have really have the absolute 
authority to transfer is your raw data. 
So, make sure whatever service you 
have used to do your DNA test that you 
have saved that raw data on your 
computer. I just checked, because I was 
curious, my DNA is 12,991 pages long. 

It’s in a nice file on my computer, VicsDNA. But you can designate someone to receive 
it. But the question then is, what can they do with it? Once you have designated 
somebody to receive your DNA, they are allowed to then do whatever they want with 
it.  They can upload it to GEDMatch and go ahead and let law enforcement access that 
data. They can upload it to FamilyTreeDNA and consent to medical testing. So, if those 
aren’t things you want done with your DNA, you need to make it very clear what can 
and can’t be done with your DNA. 

On Ancestry, the easiest thing to do would be to designate a transfer for management 
of your DNA. But if you manage other people’s DNA, you cannot transfer that, those 
people have to consent. So, if you are managing DNA, and they just have basic 
accounts, they will show up in other people’s matches, but they won’t be able to go 
look at their Thru-Lines, for example. And back in the day, you used to be able to do 
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DNA without setting up an account, so my husband’s DNA is in my account and he 
doesn’t have an account, so it is not real clear what would happen. So, I would transfer 
management of mine, but his DNA would kind of disappear. Same for my kids. I 
manage their DNA; they do not have accounts. So, I would have to designate what 
happens to that. But then when they turn 18, they can decide what they want to. Just 
make it clear how you want that handled and then it will just fall into a free account if 
you don’t pay for it. 

For 23andMe, FamilyTreeDNA, GedMatch and DNAPainter, just instruct the person to 
change the login information. There is not really have a way to transfer that to another 
account, because those are not set up to have multiple DNAs in one account. 
MyHeritage has said that if you call them with your documentation (the order from 
probate), they will transfer the DNA results to another account, but only if you got 
your results through MyHeritage, not if you did it through say, 23andMe and uploaded 
it to your MyHeritage account. You can also consider; some people have some 
concerns about what happens to their DNA. You can instruct in your will that those 
entities destroy your DNA sample and have your DNA results deleted from their 
service, if that is a concern for you. Some people don’t want that getting out if they 
don’t have control over it. 

If you blog, have a family website, 
YouTube maybe (I don’t know if 
anybody knows Devon and Andy Lee 
and Family History Fanatics, fairly 
prolific youtubers on Family History), 
designate someone to take over those 
blogs, websites and YouTube. And it 
needs to be in your will, you can’t do 
that in a written memorandum. You 
need to include who would receive any 
Ad Revenue from those, whether you want those to go to a specific person or just to 
your estate and to your heirs.  Or you can just let those go inactive. Your YouTube 
videos will probably still be there 1000 years from now. I would also instruct your agent 
to make a copy of all of that, just to have. And you need to consider that there are 
copyright issues for those items as well, which I will talk about in a second. 

There are several companies that offer digital legacy services. I mentioned earlier they 
say for a fee they will keep track of all your online accounts, provide information to 
your executor. There is Everplan or Docubank. However, these are not a substitute for 
a formal written will or written memorandum and they do not comply with 
TRUFADAA. So, while it sounds all fancy, what happens if that service goes out of 
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business? Because we all know they go out of business at some point. And you can 
make your own list for free, just make yourself an Excel file and keep it with your will 
or tell somebody where they can find that information. So, I would avoid those 
services. 

I’ve had a few people ask me how to 
convey any genealogy data by Power of 
Attorney or to have someone control 
their genealogy data by Power of 
Attorney. Say they have Alzheimer’s or 
something and they want someone to 
do research for them before they pass 
away. You can do that; it just has to be 
specifically designated in your Power of 
Attorney. And for heirlooms and physical data, the Power of Attorney does not let the 
agent give those items away unless it is specifically stated. 

Copyright does come up quite a bit. I’m 
not going to go a whole bunch into 
copyright. If you’ve written a book and 
published it or you do blog or you do 
make YouTube videos or things like that, 
designate who is going to receive that 
copyright, if you filed the copyright. And 
that needs to be in your will, not that 
written memorandum, in the will itself. 
Designate who receives funds or ad 
revenue. Copyright doesn’t protect the 

facts of your research, but it does protect the way it is presented. You do need to file 
for copyright before you pass away.  If this is a blog or YouTube video or maybe you 
put together a family history book, go ahead and file for that copyright before death. 
The copyright office really does consider that.  

My father wrote a book and I had a draft of it. He had taken ill and I took a copy of it 
to him to be sure it was the final draft before I sent it for copyright. He turned very ill 
and I wound up getting him into hospice. And I came back to Houston, and at 7:30 in 
the morning I uploaded his book to the copyright office; I had my timestamp. And he 
passed away later that evening. A few months later, a hobbyist magazine for 
railroading (his book had to do with trains and the wild west) used a quote from his 
book without attributes in it (somebody pointed it out to me). And some snarky lawyer 
was like, oh no no, see the copyright isn’t good because it’s from the day he died. But 
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I said, oh no no, he died at 8:30 at night and I got that copyrighted at 7:30 that morning.  
So, he kind of rolled back a little bit. And so, it literally can be on your deathbed. Go 
ahead and file for it. It’s not expensive, it’s super easy and you can do all online. You 
cannot copyright something after you die, so if you have prepared a book, just go 
ahead and publish it before you pass away and copyright it since somebody cannot 
copy it after the fact. I think it is $55 to copyright something. It is not expensive at all.  

I have put some websites in here on what is copyright and what’s not because if you 
are instructing your executor to publish a book or something, that you are not violating 
copyright with information in your book. https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ04.pdf 
Online services like Shutterfly are just a printer, you own that photograph. The latest 
scare is copyright is complicated, well it’s not, it’s just tedious.  So there is a website 
to look at if you want to find out if maybe what you are including is information that 
is copyrighted and you should give attribution for it.   I think most of us probably do in 
our citations and not just randomly cite things without saying where they came from. 
https://copyright.cornell.edu/sites/default/files/Fair_Use_Checklist.pdf Copyright is 
good for 70 years after, but there is a link on here that you should consult 
(https://copyright.cornell.edu/publicdomain). The copyright laws have changed over 
time, so it can depend on when that item was published originally.  The current law is 
70 years from the date of death. So, if you’ve got a book from the 1880s, you’re cool. 
If you have a book from 1975, look at those rules and make sure. That’s why I’m not 
going too far into it. 

Official government records are not copyrighted. The Census is not copyrighted. Birth 
certificates are not copyrighted. Death certificates, marriage certificates, official 
government records are not copyrighted. Now the format that Ancestry might put that 
in with their little indexing and all that, that’s copyrighted, but the actual Census 
record itself is not copyrighted. People try to say it is. 

Consider some privacy concerns in your 
data. Make sure you remove 
information about living people or 
instruct your person to do that before 
publishing. We all know that is what you 
should do. In Texas, you can defame the 
dead, so if you’ve got some racy stories 
out there and you designate that they 
be published, make sure it’s not going to 
upset too many family members. 

https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ04.pdf
https://copyright.cornell.edu/sites/default/files/Fair_Use_Checklist.pdf
https://copyright.cornell.edu/publicdomain
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Once you pass your genealogy data on to others, you do lose control of how it is shared 
unless you place specific restrictions in your will. Again, as I talked on DNA, you might 
want to have that sample destroyed or your matches deleted or something like that. 

Basically, the bottom line is you need to 
write everything down. Leave specific 
instructions and specifically identify 
items and locations and recipients. 
Keep everything organized. Pare down 
your accounts; it is just going to make it 
easier. Consider moving most of your 
information to your computer and not 
relying on those online accounts. Also, 
consider printing it out because it is 
very easy to say “get my notebook off my shelf and give it to so and so” than to say 
“go here and download this and go here and download that”. So, consider that. I mean, 
it’s real old school, but it’s easy. 

Keep a list of where all your data is located, where you have your accounts with logins 
and instructions and your digital inventory and keep that with your will or someplace. 
Some people keep these things in their freezer since it is fireproof, but be sure 
somebody knows where it is. 

Again, get others interested in your work. Sometimes we work in a solitary manner. 
But talk to kids, talk to your nieces and nephews, your kids and grandkids, they might 
be more interested than you think they are. It’s not hard. Just takes a little bit of 
planning and organization. 

Victoria Woo has been practicing probate law in Houston for nearly 
23 years. She became hooked on genealogy at the age of 8 and has 
been working on her family tree since then. Victoria has been 
fortunate to combine her love of genealogy along with her legal 
career in assisting the Court with the identification of unknown 
heirs. When she’s not helping clients or poking around a library, 
she can be found volunteering at local schools or traveling with her 
family. 

 

Ed. Note: This article is a transcript of a presentation given to the Houston 
Genealogical Forum meeting on September 14, 2019 in Houston, TX.  

Transcribed and published with Victoria Woo’s permission. 
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Corrections/Additions to  
Germantown Road Ellers 

 
In what started as a couple of notable corrections to the Germantown Road Ellers 
article by Harvey Powers in the November 2019 Eller Chronicles, Judi Nagaran wrote 
for her mother Maggie Wolfe (Sheets): 

Miriah Eller was the mother of William Franklin Eller (B - 11-12-1863 --- D - 2-8-
1931); who married Elizabeth Taylor on 4-21-1883. Her B - 8-17-1863 --- D - 8-7-
1931.  Both are buried in Friendship Cemetery in Jefferson, N.C. They had the 
following children:  Ida, Mary, Hansford, Cornelia, Mamie, Charles and William. 
 On Page 14, #69:  This sixth generation should read:  Maggie Sheets; Cornelia 
Eller; William F. Eller; Miriah Eller; Pricilla Lucrecia Eller; Conrad Eller; John 
Melchior. 

However, once Harvey made the corrections and a little extra research, he 
discovered what amounted to several pages of new information, starting with Miriah 
“Dide” Eller (#28 in the original article) and several of her children. That information 
may be published in a later edition of the Chronicles, but will definitely be posted on 
the Eller website (www.ellerfamilyassociation.com ). 
  

http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/
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Ellers Killed in Vietnam 

Contributed by Harvey Powers 
 

PFC Lawrence William Eller, Ferguson, NC 
101st Airborne Division; His tour began 7 Feb 1968. He died 10 Apr 1968 in Thua Thien, 
South Vietnam; Hostile Ground Action, Burns, Body Recovered. On the Vietnam 
Memorial Panel 49E, Line 10. 
[ In the EFA Database | George Michael Eller Line ] 

 

 
 
 
 

PFC Charles Leroy Eller, Warrensville, NC 
1 Cav Division (AMBL); Hist tour began 1 Aug 1965. He died 17 Nov 1965 in South 
Vietname. Hostile Ground Action, Multiple Fragmentation Wounds, Body Recovered. 
On the Vietnam Memorial Panel 03 line 75. 
[ In the EFA Database | George Michael Eller Line ] 

 

 
 
 
 

LCPL John Arthur Eller, Norfolk, VA 
Marine Corps. His tour began 12 Mar 1968. He died 23 Aug 1968 in Quang Nam, 
South Vietnam; Hostile Ground Action, Small Arms Fire, Body Recovered. Silver 
Star. On the Vietnam Memorial Panel 47W, Line 40. 
[ In the EFA Database | Genealogy not clear ] 

 

 
  

http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I11839&amp;tree=GeorgeMichael01
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I11848&amp;tree=GeorgeMichael01
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I11849&amp;tree=GeorgeMichael01
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On The Lighter Side 

Family Tree Quotes 
 

Call it a clan, call it a network, call it a tribe, call it a family; whatever you call it, whoever you are, you need one! – 
Jane Howard 

 

Life is lived forwards, but understood backwards. – Unknown 

 

Our most treasured family heirlooms are our sweet family memories. – Unknown 

 

Like branches on a tree, our lives may grow in different directions yet our roots remain as one. – Anonymous 

 

We are as one with our ancestors and children. – Rosita Worl Tlingit 

 

Every man is a quotation from all his ancestors. – Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 

Friends come and go, but relatives tend to accumulate. – Unknown 

 

When you search for ancestors, you find great friends! – Unknown 

 

Other things change us, but we start and end with the family. – Anthony Brandt 

 

Family faces are magic mirrors. Looking at people who belong to us, we see the past, present, and future. – Gail 
Lumet Buckley 

 

Some family trees have beautiful leaves, and some have just a bunch of nuts. Remember, it is the nuts that make 
the tree worth shaking. – Author Unknown 

 

Generations pass like leaves fall from our family tree. Each season new life blossoms and grows benefiting from 
the strength and experience of those who went before. – Heidi Swapp 

 

If you don’t recount your family history, it will be lost. Honor your own stories and tell them too. The tales may 
not seem very important, but they are what binds families and makes each of us who we are. – Madeleine L’Engle 

 

May the roots of your family tree grow deep and strong. – Irish Blessing 

 

To forget one’s ancestors is to be a brook without a source, a tree without a root. – Chinese proverb
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Eller Books on Sale 
A limited number of a definitive book on Eller genealogy, George Michael Eller and 
Descendants of His in America (1995 reprint of the 1957 edition), written by James W. 
Hook is still available for sale from the EFA. Make your check or money order for $25 US to 
Eller Family Association. Order from Ed Eller (address below):    kermiteller38@gmail.com 

  

   
 

 Ed Eller 
Eller Family Association 

 1124 Ridgeleigh Circle 
Dalton, GA  30720 
 
 

Eller Cookbooks Available 
An Eller Cookbook was commissioned by the EFA in 2011. 
Copies are still available for $10, postage paid, also from Ed 
Eller (address above): kermiteller38@gmail.com. 
 

mailto:kermiteller38@gmail.com
mailto:kermiteller38@gmail.com
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Sales Tax only applicable if you are purchasing from Texas. 
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Register Now As An EFA Member on the Eller Website 
A special section on the Eller Family Association website (www.ellerfamilyassociation.com) 
is just for EFA members and will allow access to the current year’s Chronicles, our 
membership list and other members-only features. But, to ensure that it’s open only to EFA 
members, you need to register. This is important, especially for members who receive their 
edition of the Chronicles by e-mail. You can go to the website and look for the login link 
near the top left of the page (in the brown stripe). Then click on “Don't have a login? 
Register for a New User Account.” near the bottom of the popup box. Or you can click on 
this address: http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/newacctform.php 

 
 

ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
The purpose of the Eller Family Association is to draw all Ellers, regardless of their particular 
family line, and allied families into a cooperative effort.  We owe to the present generation and those 
of the future, this effort to come together, explore and record our common roots and heritage. 
The Eller Family Association has already demonstrated that this approach is the quickest and most 
efficient mechanism for sharing family history and genealogical information.   
The Mission Statement is that the Eller Family Association exists to assist all Eller and associated 
family lines worldwide to: 
 Discover and preserve our historical past 
 Report current events and ongoing contributions 
 Develop and expand current family ties 
 Provide ongoing biennial meetings to summarize accomplishments 
 Socialize and provide inspired direction as we focus on the future. 
A quarterly newsletter, The Eller Chronicles, is published and sent to each member in February, 
May, August and November.  Information on all Ellers in the United States and Europe, from the 
17th century to the current time is being gathered and made available. 
To join the Association, please fill out the following information (to the extent known) and send 
with check for $25 for an annual membership, or $250 for a lifetime membership, payable to the 
Eller Family Association to:  

Ed Eller 
    Eller Family Association 
    1124 Ridgeleigh Circle 
                       Dalton, GA  30720 
 
Gift memberships are now available also.  Give the gift of family.  
 

Give a new one year membership for $20 
Give a lifetime membership for $200 

 Give 2 new memberships for $35 
Give 3 or more new memberships at a rate of $15 each 

 

http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/newacctform.php
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 Remember…please enclose your $25 membership fee 

along with your application for membership. 

Eller Family Association 
c/o Ed Eller 
1124 Ridgeleigh Cr 
Dalton, GA  30720 
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Remember…please enclose the total membership fees 
along with the applications for membership. 

Eller Family Association 
c/o Ed Eller 
1124 Ridgeleigh Cr 
Dalton, GA  30720 

GIFT 
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EFA ORGANIZATION 
 
 
 
President: Lauren Liggett 2619 Heathergold Drive (281) 578-8141  
   Houston, TX 77084 missliggy@yahoo.com 
 
Vice President:  Anna Marie Bliss  4217 East Carmel Ave (480) 396-3364 
     Mesa, AZ  85206  ajbliss3343@yahoo.com  
 
Secretary/Treasurer: Edward K. Eller 1124 Ridgeleigh Circle (706) 278-1516 
     Dalton, GA 30720 kermiteller38@gmail.com 
   
Directors: Jerry Kendall 1700 Kendall Rd.  (706) 970-0244 
   Young Harris, GA 30582 jerrykendall_2000@yahoo.com  
 
 David G. Eller      PO Box 572216  (713) 952-9400 
   Houston, TX 77257-2216 davideller@msn.com  
  
   Christine Walker 695 Old NC Highway 268 (336) 921-3430 
     Wilkesboro, NC 28697    
  
   Emily Cook 1887 Slater Rd.  (704) 200-8144 
     Charlotte, NC 28216 ecook0821@gmail.com    

 
 Corinne Casper 1598 Heritage Hill Dr. (804) 248-8235 
   Henrico, VA 23238 virginiagirl147@comcast.net  
 
Editor: Dan Liggett 2619 Heathergold Drive (281) 578-8141  
   Houston, TX 77084 danliggett@gmail.com 
 
Web Master     Harvey Powers 4913 Wynn Ln. Apt. 102 (434) 247-0317 
   Midlothian, VA 23112 harv@harveypowers.com 
  
Historian: Dan Liggett 2619 Heathergold Drive (281) 578-8141  
   Houston, TX 77084 danliggett@gmail.com 
  
  
 
Contact the Secretary/Treasurer: 
 To apply for membership to the Eller Family Association 
 To report a change of address 
 To report a failure to receive The Eller Chronicles  
 To purchase back copies of The Eller Chronicles  
 To purchase the book George Michael Eller and Descendants of His in America by 
     James W. Hook (1995 reprint of 1957 edition) @ $25 ea 
 
 
Contact the Editor to submit genealogy and family history for publication in The Eller Chronicles  
 
Contact the Web Master about submitting and /or inquiring about information on the web site. 
 
To view The Eller Chronicles on the internet, go to www.eller.org  or www.ellerfamilyassociation.com   
 

mailto:missliggy@yahoo.com
mailto:ajbliss3343@yahoo.com
mailto:kermiteller38@gmail.com
mailto:jerrykendall_2000@yahoo.com
mailto:davideller@msn.com
mailto:ecook0821@gmail.com
mailto:virginiagirl147@comcast.net
mailto:danliggett@gmail.com
mailto:harv@harveypowers.com
mailto:danliggett@gmail.com
http://www.eller.org/
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/
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