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THE JACOB ELLER FAMILY OF ROANOKE VIRGINIA 

A Research Report <Part II) by David B. Eller and presented 
at the Eller Family Reunion, Salem VA, June 22 1986; 
Copyright (c) 1986. Published here with permission of the 
author. 

The ELLERS and the BRETHERN 

Having thus identified the children of Jacob Eller a 
second task is to explore the early relationship of this 
family to the Church of the Brether.n. Between 1800 and 1980 
many descendants in the next four or so generations have had 
ciose ties to the Brethern, not only in Virginia, but in the 
Midwest, Kansas and Pacific Coast states as well. For 
example, among Jacob's direct male descendants (sons David, 
John, Abraham) there are 20 ordained ministers./24/ <See 
Appendix I for names and biographical information) This list 
is easily doubled when the female lines of BRUBAKER, GARST, 
and WERTZ are added. Literally hundreds of Eller descendants 
have served the Brethern in other ways: local church offices 
(deacon, moderator and clerk), church school teachers, 
national and district committees and staff, volunteer 
service workers, missionaries, even college faculty. How did 
this relationship of the family to the Brethern begin? 

The origins of the German Baptist movement may be 
traced back to eighteenth century Germany. Early Brethern 
were Protestant dissenters who for good conscience believed 
they could not remain within the state churches of Europe 
<Lutheran, Reformed). They developed out of the Radical 
Pietism, a reform effort that sought to strengthen the 
evangelical fervor and spiritual life of the state churches. 
Brethern were also strongly influenced by the Mennonites 
<Anabaptists) whose emphasis on nonresistence <biblical 
pacifism), separation of church and state, living simply, 
community life, · and nonconformity reflect the sixteenth 
century Radical Reformation./25/ In America the Brethern 
became known for their unique form of trine immersion 
baptism, love feast <communion) with feetwashing, · plain 
dress, and refusal to participate in military service. 

The ELLER name is not found in existing lists of 
Anabaptist martyrs or in extensive compilations of early 
Mennonite families which have been made for Switzerland, 
Germany, and Holland. There were ELLERS in eighteenth 
century Pietism. Perhaps the most wei 1 known of these was 
Elias Eller of Elberfeld. In 1727 he and his wife founded 
the mystical, millennialist sect, but because of persecution 
this group was forced to an estate some thirty miles 
distant. Here the group founded what became the city of 
Ronsdorf, a name by which Eller's sect was widely known. 
While Elias Eller's views were somewhat extreme, dissention 
among the sect's leaders following his death in 1750 forced 
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the congregation back 
Reformed Church./26/ 

into the conformity of the state 

It is possible that many of the colonial ELLER 
immigrants to America were Pietists, perhaps without 
affiliating with either Lutheran or Reformed Churches. Few 
ELLERS may be found in the baptismal or marriage records of 
these groups. James Hook was the first non-Brethern family 
researcher to associate the family with the German Baptists, 
the first group of whom arrived in America in 1719. Still 
there are no ELLERS mentioned among the scant records of the 
Brethern in either Europe or Colonial America. A Henry 
E-1-e-r was bapti~ed in the Conestoga congregation, 
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, in 1747./27/ Hook believed 
this · same Henry Eller later lived in Frederick County, 
Maryland, and was a brother of George Michael Eller. Some of 
the early western North Carolina ELLERS do appear to have 
been associated with Carolina Brethern, although the history 
of the congregations which existed there is extremely 
sketchy./28/ 

In Southwest Virginia the picture is brighter. As 
sectarians, Brethern generally settled in family groupings. 
By the late eighteenth century, a few such clusters had 
developed, the earliest on the Blackwater River in Franklin 
County (1760's) and a second in the Amsterdam/Daleville area 
of Botetourt County <1780's). Jacob Eller, along with 
clearly identifiable Brethern related families such as the 
Brubakers were located between these two in what later 
became Roanoke County. The dates when these settlements 
developed into congregations is not known, but meetinghouses 
were built at Peters Creek <Roanoke County, 1845>, 
Germantown Brick <Franklin County, 1848) and Botetourt 
Valley <Daleville, Botetourt County, 1851>. Prior to this 
the Brethern met in homes for worship, generally once a 
months./29/ 

Whether Jacob and Magdalene Eller were actually Dunkers 
will probably never be known. If not baptized members, they 
were certainly in close contact with the Brethern in that 
several of their children married into Brethern families. 
Their son John and five grandsons became preachers; two 
granddaughters also married men who were placed in the 
ministry. The frequent marriages of Jacob Eller children and 
grandchildren into Brethern families, and the leadership 
which these families provided the church, strongly suggests 
that the Ellers affiliated with the Brethrn in Roanoke 
County at an early date. Indeed, local tradition is clear 
that the Brubaker, Wirtz, and Eller families were among the 
early members of the Peters Creek Church. John Eller, whose 
ordination probably dates from the late 1840s, would have 
been among the congregation's first ministers./30/ Whether 
Jacob and Magdalene themselves came from Brethern homes 
before settling in Roanoke County is pure speculation. 
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The Oak Grove community in which sons John and Abraham 
resided is several . miles to the south of the Peters Creek 
area. While the story of a Brethern church in this community 
more properly belongs to the twentieth century, it should be 
noted that a Brethern meetinghouse was built at Cave Spring, 
a few miles to the east, which dates from the Civil War./31/ 
It is reasonable to assume that Dunker services were held in 
the Oak Grove area, perhaps as early as the 1840's. 

ENDNOTES 

1. THE PASSENGER AND IMMIGRATION LISTS INDEX, ed. P. 
William Filby with Mary K. Meyer <Detroit: Gale Research 
Co.,~ 1981). Vol. 1 A-G, and Supplements <through 1984) con
tains the most thorough list of published listing of Eller 
immigrants. Excellent resources for Pennsylvania German im
migrants are I. Daniel Rupp, A COLLECTION OF THIRTY THOUSAND 
NAMES, 2nd. ed. rev. <Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing 
Co., 1965) and R. B. Strassburger, PENNSYLVANIA GERMAN 
PIONEERS, 3 vols. <Norristown, PA: Pennsylvania German 
Society, 1934>. 

2. HEADS OF FAMILIES, AT THE FIRST CENSUS OF THE 
UNITED STATES TAKEN IN 1790 <Washington: Government Printing 
Office, 1907>; see listing for each state. Unfortunately the 
Virginia returns were destroyed when the British burned 
Washington during the war of 1812. 

3. An excellent study of this migration is Klaus 
Univ. of Wurst, THE VIRGINIA GERMANS <Charlottesville, VA: 

VA Press, 1969). 

4. James W. Hook, JAMES HOOK AND VIRGINIA ELLER <New 
Haven, CN: Tuttle, Morehouse 8c Taylor, 1925), pp. 103-106. 
See also Robert W. Ramsey, CAROLINA CRADLE; SETTLEMENT OF 
THE NORTHWEST CAROLINA FRONTIER, 1747-1762 <Chapel Hill, NC: 
Univ. of N.C. Press, 1964>, pp. 90-91. 

5. Virginia 1810, microfilm 166, p. 620. Listed next 
Jacob is the household of David Eller, presumably the eldest 
son. 

6. James W. Hook, GEORGE MICHAEL ELLER 
OF HIS IN AMERICA <New Haven, CN: for the 
pp.53-68, 6-9. George Michael Eller's will 
Frederick Co. <MD> Wills, G.M. 1, p. 76. 

AND DESCENDANTS 
Author, 1957), 

may be found in 

7. Galus M. Brumbaugh, MARYLAND RECORDS, COLONIAL, 
REVOLUTIONARY, AND CHURCH, 2 vols. <Baltimore: Genealogical 
Pub! ishing Co., 1915; reprint 1975), I: 291, 292, I I :509; 
Charlotte A. Vokel, et. al. , AN INDEX TO THE 1800 FEDERAL 
CENSUS OF CAROLINA, CECIL, CHARLES, FREDERICK, AND KENT 

,...---..._, COUNTIES, STATE OF MARYLAND <n.p. :privately printed, 1968>; 
Hook, GEORGE MICHAEL ELLER, p. 13. 
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8. Hook, GEORGE MICHAEL ELLER, PP. 32-35, 53-54; 
Charles E. Martin, "The Search and Identification of the 
Lost Lines of David Eller" (1979 MS, photocopy in possession 
of the writer). Martin is a descendant of David Eller and a 
retired attorney who lives in Dayton, Ohio. 

9. John F. Haines, HISTORY OF HAMILTON COUNTY, INDIANA 
<Indianapolis: B.F. Bowen & Co., 1915>, pp. 851-853. 
Actually, Hook cited with reference to David, PORTRAIT AND 
BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD OF MADISON AND HAMILTON COUNTIES, 
INDIANA <Chicago: Biographical Publishing Co., 1893) pp. 
624-625, which in actuality is a citation for Leonard El le~. 
It is quite possible that both men were Brethern, and if so, 
they would have had numerous opportunities to meet in Ohio. 

10. The daughters are Saloma Flora Brubaker <Roanoke 
County>, Rebecca Wertz, and Elizabeth Peters <both in Frank
lin County). David Eller is not in the 1850 census for 
either Ohio or Indiana and it is likely that he died while 
living with son Andrew. Several of David's younger children 
had been placed in the homes of guardians in Preble County, 
thus indicating he was unable to care for them. He is buried 
in the Mount Pleasant cemetery near Arcadia, Indiana, 
although the marker is missing. The only evidence that he 
lived until 1858 is a transcript of the cemetery made in 
1963. His notation reads: "David Eller, d. 1858 age 
76y-9m-5d." This notation comes from the letters, Charles 
Martin to this writer, August 13, 1980; October 3, 1979; and 
"The Search and Identification of the Lost Lines of David 
Eller." 

11. Letters, Chester Peters to this writer, July 15, 
1973; July 31, 1973; with family charts. 

12. Land Office Grants <Virginia State Library), 22 
<1789-1791>, reel 88, pp. 430-431. Eller is not named in 
published Virginia tax lists for 1782 or 1787, which means 
that his first property was probably the Back Creek tract. 
See Botetourt County Deeds, 8:421. 

13. Botetourt County Deeds, 7:655. 

14. Ibid., 13:356; 22:1-90. 

15. Ibid., 13:27. 

16. Christian E. Eller statement <shorthand MS, 
possession of John C. Eller. See also Lewis Preston 
ANNALS OF SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA, 1769-1800 <Abington, 
the Author, 1929>, p. 479. Eller's transfer of 
Brubaker <1804) is not marked with "X" seal. 

1947) in 
Summers, 

VA: for 
land to 

17 . Botetourt County Deeds, 9:1. The Deed Book is faded: 
the name could be ETTER. This transaction is not jointly 
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signed by a wife. The two witnesses named, 
and John MeAly?, are not associated with 
other land or probate records. 

18. Botetourt County <VA> Wills, E:124. 

Robert Preston 
Jacob Eller in 

19. In 1874 a cemetery on Abraham's division of Jacob 
Eller's farm was platted, although it was not recorded until 
Abraham's estate administration papers were filed in probate 
court, August 30, 1878; See Roanoke County Deed Book 20: 
137. The cemetery certainly could have contained burials 
before it was platted. It was removed in the 1960s and, 
unfortunately, there is no known I ist the persons . interred 
theTe. 

20. Ibid., . F:237. The division between John and Abraham 
Eller is recorded in Botetourt County Deeds, 22: 190-192. 
John Eller received 240 acres, Abraham 237 acres; see also 
Botetourt County Survey Book 4:187. 

21. This family is traced in Ethel H. Weddle and Ralph 
Smeltzer, camps., A BRUBAKER GENEALOGY <Elgin, IL: for the 
Compilers by the Brethern Press, 1970>, pp. 11, 153ff. 

22. This family is traced 
GARST FAMILY IN AMERICA <Kansas 
1950, pp. 35-103. 

in William Tell Garst, OUR 
City, MD: for the Author, 

23. Virginia, Botetourt County, 1820, roll #130, Vo. I, 
p. 535, 536. The second Jacob Eller listing could be ETTER. 
In 1820 Jacob Eller's household consisted of a male and 
female over age 45, a female 10 to 16, one male 26 to 45, 
one male 18 to 26, one male 16 to 18, and one male 10 
to 16. The household of John Eller is listed separately. 
Since Jacob had only three known sons, the identity of the 
younger male children in his 1820 home is unknown. 

24. See THE BRETHERN ENCYCLOPEDIA, 3 vols. <Phila
delphia and Oak Brook, IL: The Brethern Encyclopedia, Inc. 
1983-1985), Ill: 1608-1609 for a list of ordained Eller 
ministers. The list is presented in the appendix below. 

25. THE BRETHRN ENCYCLOPEDIA has excellent introductory 
articles on Pietism, Anabaptism and articles 

of related interest. 

26. C. David Ensign, " Radical German Pietism <c. 1675-
c.1760)" (unpub. Ph.D. dissertation, Boston Univ; School of 
Theology, 1955), pp. 387-398. 

27. Martin G. Brumbaugh, A HISTORY OF THE GERMAN BAPTIST 
BRETHERN IN EUROPE AND AMERICA <Mt. Morris, IL: Brethern 
Pub! ishing House. 1899>, p. 312. Brumbaugh includes a list 
of persons thought to have joined the Brethern in Europe 
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that includes such names as ELEY and ILLER <Eller>. The 
Eller name is not found in a census of Brethern 
congregations compiled in 1770-1772 by a Baptist historian, 
Morgan Edwards. 

28. Roger E. Sappington has reconstructed these early 
Dunker settlements in his THE BRETHERN IN THE CAROLINAS: THE 
HISTORY OF THE CHURCH OF THE BRETHERN IN THE DISTRICT OF 
NORTH AND SOUTH CAROLINA <n. p., n. d. <Kingsport, TN: District 
of North and South Carolina, 1972}), pp.4-93. See also, 
Hook, GEORGE MICHAEL ELLER, pp. 4, 10-11. 

29. The best study of the Brethern of Virginia is Roger 
E. ·Sappington, THE BRETHERN OF VIRGINIA: THIS HISTORY OF THE 
CHURCH OF THE BRETHERN IN VIRGINIA <Harrisonburg, VA: 
Committee for Brethern History of Virginia, 1973), see esp. 
pp. 28-29, 30, 44-46. 

30. "Peters Creek Church of the Brethern," BRETHERN EN
CYCLOPEDIA, II: 1011; "Quasquicentennial Services, Peters 
Creek Church of the Brethern," <pamphlet, 1970>. 

at Cave Spring on a 31. A Dunker meetinghouse is shown 
"Map of Roanoke County <VA> 1865, 
Wa.shington, D.C. Oddity, the brick, 
missing. 

"National 
Peters Creek 

Archives, 
house is 

APPENDIX 

From THE BRETHERN ENCYCLOPEDIA, <Philadelphia and Oak Brook, 
IL: The Brethern Encyclopedia, Inc. 1993-1984>, I I I: 
1608-1609. 

- Eller, Anna Belle (CB); 12-30-19161; 
ord . 4-13-1980 at Akron, OH, 1st; 
CBMF. 

Ellt'r, Christian F.mory (Emery) (CB); 
1-10-1870 i 5-13-1948; eld . 1902 at Ptttrs 
Creek, VA (pres. eld.); Copper Hill, VA 
(eld. 1905-45); Roanoke, VA, Oak Grove 
(dd. 1923-48); Lynchburg, VA (eld .); 
Christiansburg, VA (eld .); Spruce Run, 
\'A; Hopewell, VA (eld .); Newpon News, 
\'A (eld . 1946-48); Poage~ Mill, VA; 
Green Hill, VA; l't>arl>ook (1920) SS; 
l"'irginia (1914) 161, (1973) indeA; GM 
(Aug . 21, 194!1) 28 ; BHLA , !\liS . 

Eller, Da•·id Barr)· !CBJ; 4-30· 1945 I; 
ord . 197!< at Pleasant \ ' iew. OH; Long 
Beach, CA (ass!. p. 1965-66) ; San Dimas, 
CA !\lethodisl (youth min . 1966-67); 
Blurrton Colkge, OH (1976-J; Deshler, 
011 (pt. time p . 1977 -821 ; CB\1F. 

•[Jier, I>a•·id ,'l;e,.·ton (CHI; 11 -16-
1862 I 10-1 9-1914; dd. 1904 at Peters 
Cree~. \ 'A ; Bridge.,.ater, \ 'A (1888); 
\\'arremt'>urg, 1\10 (1!190) ; Dale"ille Col
lefc, \'A (pres . 189~ · 96, 1902- 11) ; 
l 'trg111ia (1914) 156, 269 , ~99 - 300, (1973) 
index; Blue Book (1923) 69,511, 513; S. 
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323-24; GM (1914) 741. 
Eller, Francis Asbur)' (OGBB); 8-7-

1851 1 7-6- 1938; eld . 1896; Peters Creek, 
VA; Lower Twin, OH; Vindicator (1913) 

350. ( 1938) 285 . 
Eller, George Riley (CB); S-4-1870 I 

7_z4.1949; e1d . 1903 at Grenol.a, ~S; E. 
Maple Grove, CO (1896-98); V.·ashangton 
Creek, KS (1898-1900); Grenola, KS 
(l900-1909110?); Fredonia, KS (eld . 
l905); Independence, KS (eld.); Chanute, 
KS (eld . 1907-08); Quinter, KS {1909-17); 
f\1aple Gro"~• KS {1917-20); Bethel, CO 

1920-25); Calvary, KS (1925-29); Wa
(~ ·ita KS (p. 1929· 36); Pleasant Plains , 
~K (1936-37); Bartlesville, OK, lsi (p. 
1938-40); Almanac {1898-1917); Yt>ar
t>ook (1918 -48); "Colorado" (1963) 
213 -14; Kansas (1922) 121, 136, 148, 154; 
s. Plains (1976) 29, 38, 44; GM (S~pt. 17, 
1949)27 ; BHLA , MIS. 



APF~END I X COl\! ' T 

··-- ---- · 
Eller, Henry Cline <CB>; 4-12-1900 i; 

cld. 1928 at Lynchburg, VA (p. 1924-29); 
Bethlehem, VA (pt. time p. 1929-35); S. 
VA (pt. time dist. exec. 1929-35); Mt. 
Zion, Luray, Rileyville & Browntown, 1 

\'A (p. 1939-44); Buena Vista, VA (p. , 
1944-46); Concord, VA (p. 1944-46); : 
Pocahontas, WV (p. 1947-49); 1st VA . 
(dist. exec. 1952-57); Mt. Hermon, VA (p. 
1957-60); Peters Creek, VA; Selma, Ter
race View, Crab Orchard, Mt. Horeb, ' 
Smith Chapel & Olean, VA & Oakvale, · 
v./"v (mod .); Oakton, VA (int. p . 1961); 
Tiffin, OH (p. 1961-63); Rossville, IN (p. 
1963-65); Yearbook (1920-78); Maryland 
(1936) 169; Virginia (1973) index; CBMF. 

*Eller, Jay Vernard (CB); 7-23-1899 I · 
7-1978; eld . 1928 at Wenatchee, WA; 
Seattle, WA (1930-31); Sunnyslope, WA 
(int. p. 1954-55); Yearbook (1926-44); 1 

Messenger (June, 1975) 2-3. 
Eller, John; n. before 1860; Bote

tourt, VA; Antioch, VA; Peters Creek, 
VA (pres . eld.); Virginia (1914) 53, 159, 
161, (1973) 140. 

Eller, John Clinton (CB); 9-25-1916 
I ; eld. 1943; Crab Orchard, VA (1942-
44); Bethany Brethren Hospital, IL (chpl. 
1945-50, asst. adm. 1950-52, adm. 
1952-64, exec. dir. 1964-66); Chicago, IL, 
I st (asst. p . 1949-50); American Prates- ' 
tant Hospital Assoc. (exec. dir. 1966-72); 
Brethren Health & Welfare Assoc. (exec. 
secy. 1967-83); Bd. of Benevolence, E,·an
l!elical Covenant Church of America (dir. 
of planned gi"ing 1973-); Yearbook 
(1938· 78); Virginia (1973) 367, 392; 
CBMF. 

Eller, John Flory (CB); 2-17-1875 I 
9-1 8-1956; min. 1914; Empire, CA ;Aima
nac (1914-17); Yearbook (1918-44); GM 
(Nov . 17, 1956) 24. 

Elltr, John Wirtz (CB); 5-19-1836 I 
3-7-1899; eld.; Peters Creek, IL (pres. 
eld .); Almanac (1881-98); Virginia (1914) 
161, 241; GM(I899) 181. 

Eller, Orien Denton (CB); 11-8-1898 
I ; eld. 1946; Copper Hill, VA {mod . , eld. 
& p. 1949-51); Olean, VA; Hopewell & 
Henry Fork, VA; Poages Mill, VA (p. 
1951 -55); Yearbook {19i8) 181; Virginia 
(1973) 280, 283, 370; CBMF. 

Elltr, Paul Christian (CB); 3-31-1914 

I ; ord. 1960 at Fruitland, 10 (p. 1960· 
63); Sacramento, CA, Meadowview (p. 
1963-66); Modesto, CA (assoc . p. 
I 966·68); Long Beach, CA, Brethren 
Manor (1968-72); Boones Chapel & 
Henry Fork, VA {p. 1972-73); Rocky 
Mount, VA (p. 1973-78); Red Hill VA 
(int. p. 1978-80); Yearbook (1978)' 181; 
Virginia _{1973) 282; Snake River (1976) 
124; CBMF. 

Eller, Ralph C. (OGBB); 12-22-1S96 
I; eld . 1955; Big Creek, KS; W . Modesto, 
CA; N. Fork, IN; Middle Fork, IN; Vin
dicator (1978) 347 . 

Eller, Raymon Ernest {CB); 3-31-1910 
I; eld. 1942 at Bassett, VA (p. 1940-44); 
Eden, NC & Danville, VA (p. I 938-40); 
Dundalk, MD (p. 1944-55); W. Rich
mond, VA (p. 1955156?-59); York, PA, 
Madison Ave. (p. 1959-63); Oakland, OH 
(p. 1962-68 or 1963-69?); Wichita, KS, 1st 
{p. 1968169?-71); Akron, OH, 1st (p. 
1971-80); Yearbook (1936-78); Virginia 
{1973) 337, 341, 391; S. Pennsylvania 
(1973) 310; CBMF. 

Eller, Russell (OGBB); 10-4-1921 I ; 
eld . 1958; Lower Twin, OH; Vindicator 
(1978) 347. 

Eller, Vernard Marion (CB); 7-11-
1927 I; eld . 1958 at Oakland, CA; Gen . 
Bd. staff (youth ed. 1950-56); U. of La 
Verne, CA {1958-); La Verne, CA, Fel· 
lowship (1968-81); CBMF. 

Eller, Wendell C. (CB); 4-22-1926 1 ; 
ord. 1955; NCC (dir. audio-visual ed. 
1953-55); Gen. Bd. staff {dir. of audio
visual ed. 1955-62); Wawaka, IN {p. 1962-
68); Union Center, IN (p. 1968-70); Oak
ton, VA (p. 1970-81); Yearbook {1978) 
1818; Virginia (1973) 385; CBMF. 

Eller, Willie Elias {OGBB); 10-4-1881 
11-31-1962; eld. 1936; Lower Twin, OH; 
Vindicator (1962) 94-95. 

CB = Church of the Brethern 
bGBB = Old German Baptist Brethern 
Given are dates if known, places of 
service. 
eld = Elder, the highest office of 
ministery (abolished by CB in 1967). 
The first listed, Anna Belle, is the 
wife of Raymond E. All others are 
directly traceable to either John or 
Abraham Eller, sons of Jacob. 

- David B. Eller 
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May 18, 1988 

J. Gerald Eller 
Rt. 2, Box 145-D 
Whittier, NC 28789 

To the Eller Family: 

Michael A. Reese 
P.O. Box 42298 

Houston, Texas 77242-2298 
713-783-1310 

After many months of research, compiling, and writing, our family history book Is 
almost ready to be sent to the publisher. The volume will be approximately 500 pages 
and organized into four books which will have emphasis on the following surnames: 
Eller, Withers (Weathers), Scott, Martin, Gallaway (Galloway), Harper, Bryan, Stewart 
and literally hundreds of their kindred. 

The Eller chapters pertain to Henry and David, the sons of Peter Eller, Jr. Much of 
the early history of the Ellers has been taken from Georae Michael Eller and His 
Descendants In America by James W. Hook. This book has long been out of print and 
copies are hard to find. The Scott history begins with James Scott and his son Joseph 
Scott, a colonist to Texas In 1831. During the years 1975 through 1980, the A. E. 
Scott, Jr. family had many editions of Scott family history printed, which has been 
invaluable to our work. Our research updates the genealogy of the first four children 
of Joseph Scott. The Gallaway family history Is unpublished and we have been aided 
by many descendants in compiling their story. The Bryan family history deals with the 
founders of Bryan's Mill, Cass County, Texas and the closely related Stewart family. 

We are now estimating the number of books to be printed and that Is why we are 
writing to you. Would you and your family members be interested in having copies for 
your family? It will be a handsome book, with approximately 150 photos, maps and 
documents. We estimate a cost of about $30 plus shipping charges. The ultimate price 
will be determined by the number of copies printed. The larger the quantity printed, 
the less expensive each copy will be. 

If you or any of your family members would be interested In having a copy of the 
book, please call me a and let me know how many copies would be 
needed. Please call during the hours of 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. The toll free 
number Is 1-800-231-2183 or In Houston 713-783-1310. Your response does not commit 
you to purchase the book. We will contact you when the book is completed . with more 
detail as to Its appearance and cost. 

Michael A. Reese 
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JAY VERNARD ELLER 
1899-1978 

GERALDINE AND JAY ET..LER 

1\1ASTER TEACH!:-]{ 

M.INISTER 

CIVIC LEADEH 

HUMANITARIAN 

••• by Geraldine Crill .Rller 

Jay F:ll.er ami daughter Elfreda i.n 
"I." (~c.eption line honori.ng .Jay· Eller's 
fi.fty years in tht~ ministry (1975) 
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Jay r: ller' high school drop-out 
happy t o get a dollar a day. 
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Jay Eller on the white 
horse herds sheep on 
Kansas prarie. 
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Ora Eller drives the header barge 
in wheat harvest. 
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The Sod House on the Eastern Colorado 
prairie; called home to be with Dan~ 
1923 



HOW GERALDINE GOT A BLACK EYE ON 
HER WEDDING DAY 

When Jay Eller finished his first year of post graduate 
studies at the u. of w. in Seattle, he was twenty-seven 
years old. He had been paying school tuition for seven 
years. He had had no earned income the summer of his 
brother Dan's death, nor the summer that he had been at the 
Univeristy of Chicago. Eller had been engaged to Geraldine 
Crill for most of two years. 

Eller decided that it was time for him to shift from 
outgo to income-from a sponge soaking up everything to a 
contributor to life. He had signed a contract to teach 
science in Wenatchee High School. 

The wedding date was set for June 20, 1926 at Emmett, 
Idaho. The place was to be the new Church of the Brethren, 
where no previous weddings had ever been held. Jay finished 
his year of being a fellowship instructor at U. of w. and 
Geraldine finished her year of being a fifth grade teacher 
at Wardwell School. The services followed the same plan as 
that of Geraldine's parents. The ceremony followed the 
close of the Sunday sermon, in front of the entire congrega
tion and the gathering of numerous relatives from all over 
Southwestern Idaho. 

The wedding dinner for this large contigent of Crills 
and Yants was held in the farming area known as the "Bench." 
Uncle Cyrus and Aunt Ella Wolfe's farm had a large grassy 
lawn, space enough to set up long tables; rocking chairs for 
the elderly and running space for the toddlers; taking 
pictures, teasing and giving advice to the newlyweds. 

As the afternoon wore on, it was evident that most of 
the male relatives were huddled together in the back yard, 
holding a pow-wow of some sort. Knowing her relatives as 
she did, Gerladine could easily guess what the motives of 
this conference were. Kidnapping the groom might be the 
least of them. The best man took the bride's maid to the 
car, started the engine and pulled into the driveway as if 
taking her home. He slid the car past the newlyweds, and the 
Ellers popped into the back seat as the car was gaining 
speed. 

These country roads were laid out in a grid pattern; 
east and west, north and south, making blocks approximately 
one mile square. Instead of heading directly toward town 
the driver started away from town intending to throw any 
followers off before going around the block to turn back 
towards the highway. 

About half way down the east-running road was a car 
stopped across the road and a group of people standing 
about it. If the would-be pranksters were smart enough to 
create a road block at that corner, then all they had to do 
was to have followed the car and set up a block at the west 
end. 

They would have the escapees bottled up tightly with a 
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cork at both ends and no outlet open between. The best man 
swirled the car around fast, stepped on the gas, hoping to 
out run the pursuers and pass the north corner before the 
other Crills arrived. 

Geraldine turned around to look out the back window to 
see if the pursuers were following, just as the car at high 
speed crossed a culvert in the road. That bounced her 
against the roof, where her face hit a strut. 

There were no cars waiting at the north end of the 
block so the driver turned west to follow a little used 
trail down the west side of the Payette River. The next 
morning the bride had a black eye that would have done 
credit to a KOed prize fighter. That black eye was the 
cause of much teasing from the relatives for years, 
especially when it was confirmed that not a soul had left 
the Wolfe farm to follow the car. 

Since the Ellers had spent Sunday evening fleeing when 
no one was chasing them--on Monday evening the gang of male 
relatives spent hours hunting the Ellers when they had no 
known reason for hiding. The huddle in the back yard at the 
Wolfe's was a plan to respect Mother Felthouse's Sunday, but 
they would drive from forty to fifty miles to get the couple 
on Monday. Rollie and Pearl Crill would have the pair 
available by inviting them home for supper on Monday evening 
"As easy done as said." 

The first slip was that Ellers did not stay at Crills 
to spend the evening. They had tickets to a Chautauque pro
gram in town. The second twist of fate was that Brother 
Reuel and Cousin Harvey Wolfe both unknowingly each undid the 
other's efforts in keeping track of the couple: Reuel took 
off in Dad's car in the wrong direction. No problem--the 
Ellers just set out to walk to town. Harvey, coming from 
town, saw the couple getting away so he took them in his car 
to keep track of them. 

In the meantime the crowd had arrived, but there were 
no newlyweds to "shivaree." Chasing all over the valley 
looking for the Ellers took hours of time and did nothing to 
solve the mystery of what had become of the two. Much past 
going home time, Harvey was finally able to deliver the 
couple, he had been "tailing" all evening. Then the "hulla
baloo" began. 

Rollie and Pearl Crill "just happened" to have ice 
cream and cake for all of them, which Geraldine and Jay 
served to everyone. The big plan was, however, to throw Jay 
Eller into an irrigation ditch. That was considered to be a 
"shoo-in." Wasn't the guy a college graduate and a preacher 
softie? Wasn't there a dozen or so men to do it? The one 
thing the group had mistakenly failed to consider was that 
Jay Eller was also a farm-raised boy. He had played some 
football and basketbail in college. He likely out-weighed 
any one of them by fifty pounds. They found him too heavy 
to carry. They decided to spreadeagle him and all help 
carry. It was one against many. But, the many were dis
organized. It took only one to lose their grip on his leg 

-90-



for Eller to flex it and then straighten it with a jerk to 
send a whole line of them tumbling. The family dog excited 
by the melee got into the act. It was hard to retain one's 
grip on a fighting man and a biting dog at the same time. 

Eller was finally wrestled to the bridge and thrown in. 
But--he did not go in. He recovered his balance and was 
still on the bridge. Harry Crill decided that he could slip 
close enough to give Eller a shove that would push him into 
the water. Harry never realized that Jay was just waiting 
for someone to try that. When one man did, Eller simply 
tackled him, taking him into the water, too. 

The fun was over, but a new idea was a-borning. This 
fellow was no "lily-livered city-slicker" or "patsy prim" 
preacher that they had assumed. As they talked among them
selves afterwards expressions were to be heard "strong as an 
ox," "I'd hate to meet him alone in the dark," et al. Jay 
Eller had · been bonded into the family as an equal. In fact 
many carne up to him saying, "if anyone else tries anything 
on you, I am on your side." So they headed for the long 
drive horne, many hours later than intended; wet, torn 
clothes and some had aches that stayed with them for a 
week ... but they had a strong new advocate in the family. 

SCHOOL DAZE 

When Eller met Principal Wellington Pegg, he admitted 
that he had looked up "geology" in an encyclopedia to be 
certain of what it was. Eller had not studied geology 
before. Mr. Pegg's reply was, "Do you think I would want a 
teacher on my staff that couldn't stay two weeks ahead of a 
class of high school students?" 

So Eller and the class studied geology together. They 
found it such an enriching experience. One had only "to 
lift his eyes unto the hills" to see the science of geology 
all about him. The class made many field trips to get a 
"hands on" experience. The group ranged from the Ginkgo 
Forest on the south, to the Grand Coulee on the north (there 
was no darn there then) to the uplift mountains on the west 
and the glacier planed, flattened, hills on the east. 

When the Rock Island Darn was built it became an open 
text book for the physics classes. Jay often told these 
classes that the day would come when the Columbia River 
would be dammed all along its course, to create electrical 
power. Most of them hooted at the idea. Eller would add 
"maybe not in my lifetime, but in yours." Years went by and 
these students meeting Eller on the street, would tease him 
about being such a poor prophet. He was still alive and 
well and the Columbia was already almost a series of ponds, 
the water backing up from one darn to the other. 

In most schools, staying after school was a no-no! 
Most students avoided it at all costs. At W.H.S. it carne to 
be a standard operating procedure for some of the students 
of physics, under Eller. There it often became necessary to 
s~nd the scholars away, in order for him to lock up and 
leave. 
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The group tended to try all kinds of experiments and 
"lab" procedures not outlined in the text. One year the 
gang cut goldfish out of tin to award to winners, mostly for 
dubious accomplishments. One year, one of the boys got a 
home movie camera as a Christmas present. It soon showed up 
in the after-school gang. The group never wrote a script 
but shot many kinds of scenes and various light adjustments. 
At last the decision was made to get organized and go 
professional. Instead of a script, the decision was made 
for a title, and general theme. Each actor was on his own. 
The title was "How to Drive a Teacher Crazy." 

When the film began to roll, every student did some 
forbidden thing: chalk flew, spit balls became ammunition, 
et al, etc., et al. Finally the camera followed Eller as he 
went to the window, threw up the sash and prepared to end it 
all by jumping from three stories up. Then the camera man 
went outside and zoomed up the building to the man who was 
about to jump. 

This wasn't on 
around the building to 
it, prepared to leap. 
on his face. This was 
ground. 

camera, but the crew and teacher went 
a basement window, where Eller was in 
Which he did landing all sprawled out 
only a jump from a foot or so to the 

When World War II was over, the lad with the camera 
came back to his Wenatchee home. He reported that he had 
taken that film with him into the service. The men's off duty 
hours often found then despondent, critical, crabby, some 
sick, making them hard to live with themselves or others. 
Then he would get out the film "How to Drive a Teacher 
Crazy." The men laughed till they cried and were "rolling 
in the aisles." They demanded to see it over and over again. 

The report to Eller, when the film owner got home, was 
that this form of cheering-up-the-boys, was so popular, that 
the film was patched and spliced beyond running. It finally 
had to be dumped in some army post garbage can. 

Sixty years later the secretary, who worked in the 
prin6ipals office below the physics lab, reported that she 
thought for awhile that Eller must have a herd of buffaloes 
in his room. 

Another confession that came back after the war, showed 
up as a hand scar. The man said that he got it in Eller's 
physics room at W.H.S. Eller could not recall such an 
incident. The story then came out. Eller had told them 
that light was a blend of all the colors together, and the 
man said that he did not believe it. He and some cronies 
decided to slip back into the lab some time when it was 
vacant and put the color wheel to the test. He reported 
that they had no trouble getting into the room and locating 
the color wheel parts. It was no great trick to slip the 
color wheel on the spindle and turn the crank to set it 
rotating. The problem they ran into was that they had put 
tne color wheel on backwards. As it began to spin fast 
enough to blend all the colors sure enough it was white-but
since the wheel was on wrong, the speed was fast running the 
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color disc off instead of on. Any minute now it would go 
spinning off into space and make ruination of itself and 
anything it might hit. To keep that from giving them away, 
he reached out and grabbed it. It cut like any rotating 
wheel would. He considered himself lucky that it was a 
cardboard disc and not of steel. Had it been he would have 
lost a finger. Even so he still had a scar. 

Today's hoopla concerning compulsory testing is "Much 
Ado About Nothing." It has been the law of the land for 
scores and scores of years. Just new diseases tested. 

Ever since the days of "Typhoid Mary" and Robert Louis 
Stevenson's "T.B.", the particular "Right to Privacy" re 
health concerns has been subordinate to the "Public Rights 
for Protection." 

There are many places where testing is a prerequisite 
to employment, i.e. Public food handlers, nurses, school 
teachers and others. 

When Jay Eller's first chest x-ray results came back 
from the "lab" it had this note attached: "Lungs all clear. 
Congenital absence of one rib." 

The faculty had lots of fun over that. "The preacher 
on the staff was living evidence of the 'Book of Genesis.'" 
Geraldine was happy to know that Eller had the right wife. 
The missing rib was a short one. 

FIELD TRIP PROBLEMS 

Not having school busses, the students went in a number 
of private cars, usually driven by parents, only 
occasionally by a student. One trip took the class into the 
Grand Coulee area. They came back at dusk through 
Waterville, where the class stopped to eat. 

The one student driven car had very dim lights. It 
would be nearly dark when the group reached Pine Canyon. In 
those days that grade was twisty, steep, narrow and tricky. 
Eller had told that student to stay in the middle of the 
caravan. Cars ahead of him would outline the turns coming 
up for him. The cars behind would hopefully throw enough 
light on the road to show where the edges were. 

When the students left the cafe, this driver and his 
cronies jumped into his car fast and pushed the pedal to the 
floor, before the leading cars were ready to take off. 

The thing that probably saved his life was that the 
sheriff of Douglas County happened to be sitting on his 
front porch, resting, when the carload of students went by. 
The sheriff took out after the car and stopped it before it 
reached Pine Canyon Road. 

When Eller and the others came along, the driver was 
arguing and shouting at the sheriff who was trying to be 
calm and collected. He was getting no respect for the law. 
Eller did not have to "please the public." He used only six 
words. "Shut up! Sit in my car," which the boy did 
immediately. The law and the educator worked out the 
situation and penalty. A carload of boys had been saved 
from their own foolishness. 
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SEEN WITH MY OWN EYES 

The physics classroom was on the third floor front. 
Traffic and traffic patterns could be easily seen. One day 
two car drivers broke the physic's law that "two bodies 
cannot occupy the same space at the same time." Two cars 
crashed with a bang when they attempted to defy the law. 
Students all rushed to the windows to see what was the 
matter. After some time seeing the events as they occured, 
Eller said, "Back to your seats. I'm going to give you a 
written test." 

The response was negative. "No fair, you didn't tell 
us we were to have a test today!" The teacher's reply was, 
"I did not know I was going to give you a test, but now I 
am. Get out your pencils and paper." 

Eller began to write the questions on the board. "How 
many cars , were involved in this accident? What were the 
colors of the cars? Which cars were going which way? How 
many passengers in each car?" and on and on in that line. 
Then he called "Time." To avoid changed answers as they 
were read aloud, the papers were exchanged and then the 
papers were read. All students had an advantageous position
three stories up. They all viewed the same scene at the 
same time. Clear unobstructed view on a clear day. Yet 
there were almost as many different answers as there were 
pupils. 

Eller had taught them one graphic lesson. Be observant 
of the world about you. Do not believe that just because 
you were there means that you saw everything properly. 

BY THEIR FRUITS YOU SHALL KNOW THEM 

The fruit of a teacher's labor is an educated student. 
The teacher is judged by how his students measure up to 
life. When Jay Eller finally got his Masters degree in the 
early 40's, since the new "Wenatchee Junior College" did not 
have a campus, but met in high school rooms, it was easy for 
Eller to teach physics in both sectors. When the college 
moved to the Well's House campus Eller went along as science 
teacher. He added engineering and surveying to his load. 

Then the U. of w. invited him to their faculty. Eller 
declined the offer. That being unusual the Professor asked 
him, "Why? Do you mind telling us why you stay in 
Wenatchee?" 

Eller's reply was, "No, I don't mind at all. When I 
was a teaching fellow here, the U's student body was smaller 
than now. Even then the physics classes here were so large 
that the physics professor didn't know any of the students. 
Roll Call was taken by counting the empty seats. One big 
lecture could not answer the questions or fill their needs. 
The students were getting their physics, if they got it at 
all, from us- the 'lab' assistants. I want to teach students 
not lecture physics to a mass." 

The inquirer said, "Eller, I guess that you are right. 
One thing I know, students coming out of your classes will 
be much better educated than those from the U." 
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The U. must have believed it too. Over the years when 
physics students could not seem "to make it" in physics at 
the U., their counselors would advise them "to drop out of 
the U., move to Wenatchee and take some classes under 
Eller." Some did that. 

State University of Pullman must have met some Eller 
students also. The w.s.u. catalogue listed a physics class 
that one of the Wenatchee men wanted to take. The appli
cation was returned marked "never offered for lack of 
enough interest." The Wenatchee man needed the subject 
offered, so he asked to be allowed to work the class person
ally, with only minimum of faculty supervision. W.S.U. 
didn't reply to that. Eller asked his wife to phone, during 
school hours to ask about it. Geraldine could only hear one 
end of the conversation, when the professor said he would 
have to talk to the head of the Physics Department about it. 
Though the .head of the department's words were not heard, it 
definitely seemed the answers were all negative. Then she 
heard the professor say, "I will remind you, Doctor, that 
this man is one of Eller's students." The whole idea seemed 
to change at once, for the reply given to Geraldine was "tell 
him we will be glad to enroll him in a personal course of 
self study as soon as he comes to Pullman." 

TO BE A U.S. NAVY MAN 

The draftees in the Navy were given an examination at 
the beginning of their Naval career to determine their 
classification. Through the months it evidently became 
apparent that men from a certain area were ranking high in 
their science tests. The order was finally sent to the 
examiners "not to take the time and trouble of testing men 
whose records showed that they had taken their physics 
courses at Wenatchee Valley College. Pass them!" 

It wasn't long after that the Navy tried to hire 
Wenatchee College's physics teacher. Their plan was to start 
Eller as a captain, with rapid promotions. Pay was good at 
that rating. An early retirement and its pension would be 
assured. Eller declined that offer also. 

A young man left W.H.S. to enroll at Stanford U. in 
one 

that 
the 

California. Eller met the lad's father on the street 
day and asked about the son .. The father's reply was 
his boy was unhappy there. To Eller's query as to what 
problem was, the answer was "the physics classes." 

That came as a surprise to Eller, because the man had 
been a good student in high school. The answer was that 
"the boy had learned at W.H.S. all the professor at Stanford 
was teaching." The classes were boring and a waste of time. 

Eller told the father to write to his son and tell him 
to "challenge the course." 

"What's that?" 
"Have him to go to the dean or department head and ask 

to be given the final exams in this course now. If he can 
pass those· tests, he should be given credit for the course, 
and the grade he makes in the examinations. Then he should 
be allowed to go on to the next higher classes." 
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It was done, with 
the year, than many of 
year. The man spent 
field in California. 

a higher grade at the beginning of 
the class made at the end of the 
the rest of his life in the science 

A little earlier the University of California at 
Berkeley had made inquiries of Eller to move there. All of 
these came under the same form as the u. of W.--too big, too 
many students, too impersonal. Jay Eller wanted to teach 
students not merely a subject. 

After Eller retired, a man came out to his home to call 
on him. The man's first sentence was, "I came to thank you 
for flunking me twice in first semester physics." Jay, of 
course, remembered the man, and that he had taken the same 
course three times; but "why would you want to thank me," 
Eller asked. 

The reply was "I have just retired from my life job-
all in the . the physics field. If you had let me slip by, 
with just a vague idea, and not really have learned the true 
basics, I never could have had the work I've done all my 
adult life. Thank you." 

Yes, Eller did know his students and gave them personal 
attention. A foreign student who was a good student, turned 
in a test paper one day with the question "Does heat go up 
the chimney by radiation or convection?" unanswered. Jay 
"kept him after class" and said, "don't you remember, we 
studied radiation an convection in our heat chapter? Don't 
you remember that?" The answer was, sure I know that--but I 
don't know what a 'chimney' is!" 

While a teaching fellow at the U. of W. in "25-26, 
Eller had a foreign student that had problems with English 
and spelling. Some teachers had been grading him down on 
these failings. Eller insisted that if his English was 
adequate to show that he really understood the scientific 
thesis of the course, he should be given credit. 

Unless there are two men with the same name, the same 
age and the same country, one of the European Allied 
Generals who served so heroically on the eastern front in 
w.w. II, might not have very good English but he had "plenty 
of smarts." He had been in Eller's laboratory section at 
the U. of w. 1925-1926. 

After the war, one of the w.v.c. students who had shown 
little interest in doing much of the assigned work in 
physics class got a "flunk" from Eller. That fall when he 
tried to enroll at the U. of w. that class was a 
prerequisite for what he wanted to take, That ended that! 
"Sorry!" Later the Prof. called the student back. "I see 
that your credits are from w.v.c. in Wenatchee. Did you 
have Eller for your teacher?" When the answer was positive, 
the Prof. said, "If you have been in Eller's classes for a 
year, and flunked, you likely know more physics than many 
students from other schools who passed. I'll enroll you 
without the required course 'credits' . " 

Eller used to check with employers as to how his 
students could be helped. After all this was a new world 
out there, and he had his physics in the mid "20's. 
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Boeing's answer was "don't change a thing! The laws of the 
universe have not changed. You teach basic science. If the 
employees come to us knowing 'how' and 'why' things happen 
as they do, thoroughly grounded in science, we can soon show 
them what we want. They can learn our system as they go." 

Eller talked to one of the engineers for the company 
that put the first telecommunication satellite in space, 
"Echo I", about what he should teach budding scientists. 
"Teach them the basic laws of the world's operation. Every 
failure we have ever had has not been due to some new 
'thingamajig.' It has been because some one slipped up on 
the fundamental laws of the universe." 

Eller did some off campus teaching from time to time. 
One assignment was on the local TV station. Of course he 
had to leave his own class. The students were expected to 
attend unsupervised at w.v.c. One day in the middle of the 
lesson one of the college boys rose up and began sliding 
toward the .exit. The TV professor stopped right there, 
pointing his finger directly at the screen, he commanded, 
" .... , go back to your seat! I'll see you after class." 

That really "boondogled" the campus class!! How could 
Eller know that one of them had decided to skip, and who it 
was? It is not supposed Eller ever told them, and the man 
may have not either. Eller had prearranged that to happen 
when he finished a certain sentence. Science and college 
professors were not supposed to be dry, dead and without 
humor. 

Before the college had a campus, Eller used to give 
lectures to the R.N.'s at the Deaconess Hospital. Later on 
campus, he taught X-ray science to L.P.N.'s. The one class 
that he approached with the most fear and trembling was a 
class at the Alcoa plant. These were graduate engineers. 
They had contact with their science every day on the job. 
But Eller went. 

One day in class he told them if "this and this" 
interacted with "that and that", "such and such" would 
happen. Almost to a man, they disagreed with Eller. He 
refused to alter his opinion even in the face of their 
disagreement. Near the end of the next lesson, one of the 
men said, "Eller, I think we should tell you this. The 
other men do not plan for you to know it. I think you 
should. Do you remember in the last class you told us 
something, and that we all said that you were wrong? After 
you left the plant, we decided that we had the time, the 
materials and the know how to build a model and prove you 
wrong. We built the model. It worked. It proved that we 
were wrong and you were right. The boys said not to tell 
you this- -but I think you should know." 

After the war, peace brought many foreign students. 
Eller became the advisor to the students from foreign lands: 
India, Poland, Yugoslavia, Algiers, Iran, Norway, Lebanon, 
Canada, Thailand, Germany. 

Had Eller ever traveled abroad, it is doubtful if he 
would have the time to do the sightseeing of historic 
places. He would much prefer to renew acquaintances with 
former students. 
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Time finally carne around to 1967. Eller had taught 
forty years in Washington schools. He was retired. He was 
out but not down. College classes never have a substitute 
teacher, the assumption being, if not the fact, that the 
students are adult and can carry on without a teacher 
present. Eller did sign up for a substitute teacher on 
call. He was called for all types of classes--from math to 
Junior High girls' horne economics. 

In these classes he encountered many of the children of 
his former students. They laughed at the same jokes that he 
had .told their parents. Eller was also known to many 
through his Y.M.C.A. work with them when their fathers were 
away at war. 

Some days he substituted in the lower elementary 
classes. At times he wondered if he had spent his life in 
the wrong end of the educational system. These young were 
so much more open in giving and receiving. Their 
experiences were not nearly so blase' as they would be ten 
years into the future. 

Eller was appointed to serve on Wenatchee School 
District No. 246's Title 1 Advisory Committee. This had 
largely to do with government funds provided for the up
grading of the education of the valley's migrant children. 
When Eller got to one meeting, the teachers were all hyped 
up about a new "encode/decode method for teaching reading." 
It was marvelous to see the reading improvement among the 
migrant children whose schooling was often neglected. Eller 
soon said, "As an old man, not up on this marvel, will some ,~~ 
one explain it to me?" Some one did. It was very clear and 
plain to an old college professor. "Oh, yes," he said, 
"'Phonics' worked wonders, until most public schools con-
sidered it 'old hat' and wiped it out for something new." 
Eller had lived long enough to see a full cycle--an old 
method under a new name--come back again. The nation is now 
faced with thousands of adults who cannot read well enough 
to hold jobs. The public school had substituted a 
'glittery' method of reading instead of a system tried and 
true. The old method had to sneak into the schools under a 
fancier name, if it was so good for migrants why not for 
locals? 

As Eller was connected with the best of the past, he 
was in touch with the future. During W.W.II there was a 
Wenatchee lad on a naval vessel in the Pacific. It was 
operating under a "gag order." It could receive any 
incoming messages it chose. Under no circumstances was it 
to reveal its presence by sending out any message. 

One August day in 1945, the incoming air was crackling 
with excitement. Something big, unusual and important had 
happened over Japan. The near hysteria seemed to have some 
connection to an A bomb. Bombs were common on every front. 
What did calling it "A bomb" have to do with the flurry? A 
bomb is a bomb, isn't it? 

The air waves were filled with nothing else. The top 
brass considered breaking their orders to ask for an explan
ation. Word carne up to the captain that there was a man in 
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the crew that seemed to know what they were talking about. 
He was heard to say, "Dr. Eller said that it would be 
possible to release the awesome power of the atom's energy. 
Scientists were working on how to do it." The captain's 
orders were, "Send him to me at once." After the man had 
explained atomic energy to his captain he was put on the 
intercom all day to explain it to all the crew. 

Lest one gets the impression that u. of W. ranked all 
students taught by Eller as upper classmen, one should look 
into the U. of W. Philosophy Department. Several semesters 
at w.v.c. Eller taught a philosophy class. He used the 
"Five Great Philosophies of Life" as his text. i.e. 
"Pan the ism," "Deism," "Stoicism," "Hedonism." "The Compul
sion of the Ideal." 

After some time the "U" informed W.V.C. that they would 
not credit such classes. The reason? "They were too 
practical.~ That brought loud jeers from Wenatchee students! 
"Practical! What did the U think they were spending their 
money and time for?" Of course "Practical learning." 

Eller decided at least it wasn't "practical" to spend a 
quarter of the student' time, and his, if the U. would not 
give the student credit for the time spent, and the grade 
earned. 

While Eller was still at the high school a fieldman for 
one of the Brethren Colleges came to the school to interview 
prospective seniors, with Wellington Pegg's permission. As 
they met, Mr. Pegg told the man that "Wenatchee had a man on 
the faculty from the Brethren College at McPherson." Pegg 
said that "the man's name was Eller." The fieldman replied 
"that there had been an Eller starting in the Academy the 
year he graduated. It could not be the s1 me man." The men 
met that day in the hall, and it was the same man. 

The fieldman came out to the Eller's house that evening 
to tell the story, and as he said, "to thank the powers that 
be, that at the time, he had kept his mouth shut." 

The story was that he had seen Jay on the campus that 
first fall. He said to himself that "surely the college 
president and his fieldman must bear some responsibility in 
urging some people to attend college. This kid should never 
have been signed up. It was certainly obvious that it was 
morally wrong to take his time and money. He was going to 
be able to do nothing with what little he would learn at 
McPherson College! The kid was a dry land farmer. That is 
all he would be able to do. Why waste his and others time 
putting him through school." The man told the Ellers that 
he had come to the Eller home "to eat his words." He said, 
"the only thing I can salvage out of this is, 'I never found 
time to go to the President's office and tell him what I 
thought.'" 

The one lesson it taught was that it counts for little 
as to where we come from. The important thing is what one 
does as he is "going." 
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MINISTER 

In 1924 Jay Eller had asked to be sent to China as a 
teacher for the Church of the Brethren, when he graduated 
from college in 1925. The Mission Board was faced with a 
financial recession, making that impossible. 

Before Eller left the McPherson campus the college 
church asked Eller to let them elect him to the ministry. 
The church then had three rankings in the ministry. First 
was the licensing, as a trial period, usually a year or 
more; second was ordination for life. The McPherson, Kansas 
congregation ordained Jay Eller to the Church of the 
Brethren ministry on May 3, 1925. 

Eller preached his first sermon in his father's Armour
dale Mission" in Kansas City. Then he and his father went 
to Annual Conference in Winona Lake, Indiana. George Eller 
was a member of the church's "Standing Committee," roughly 
equivalent to the country's Congress. Jay Eller served the 
Standing Committee as errand boy--equivalent to congressio
nal "page." Down through the years, Eller would eventually 
serve several times as Washington State's Standing Commit
teeman to his church's Annual Conference. 

The third position of the Brethren ministry was that of 
an "elder." This office is outlined in Exodus and Numbers 
and repeated in -Acts. The eldership was first inaugurated 
for Moses, "to help him bear the burdens of the leader of 
the people." The Church of the Brethren criteria for elder
ship was directly from the Scriptures: "A man of e.xperience, 
wisdom, gravity, firmness and fortitude." Under the 
pastoral care of C. Ernest Davis, the Wenatchee VAlley con
gregation advance Jay Eller to the third degree of the 
church's ministry--the Eldership. 

During the forty years that Jay Eller taught in the 
Wenatchee public schools, he served some congregations in 
the area as their preacher for twenty years. He first 
preached for a group that met in the "Lone Star" school 
house .on the Stemilt, under the auspices of "The American 
Sunday School Union." For some years he rpet with the 
Palisades S.S. Union at the school house. 

Eller was the minister for some time at the Waterville 
Federated Church, also for the Presbyterians at their Orondo 
group. He served for a number of years as the preacher for 
the Christian Church group at Malaga and for the 
Congregational Church at Peshastin. He got them united with 
the Methodists with enough income to pay a full time pastor. 

In the years when the Wenatchee Protestant churches had 
only one staff member, Eller filled most of the pulpits in 
town during vacations, illness or other necessary absences 
of their ministers. 

In Churches of the Brethren, only an ordained elder 
could serve as moderator. Eller was Elder-in-charge across 
the Washington District: N. Spokane, Mt. Hope, Plain, Sunny
side, Tacoma and at Wenatchee Valley for seventeen years. 

· Eller served as Wenatchee Valley's Brethren pastor when 
the Great Depression so depressed apple prices that the 
valley growers often did not get cash from apples sold out-
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side of the valley. Instead they were billed for transpor
tation costs. The following season they had no money to 
even buy spray. Unsprayed trees were a threat to the valley. 
The U.S. government condemned the unsprayed orchards. Bull
dozers were equipped with headlights and hundreds and hun
dreds of prime orchards were pushed out day and night. 

Most of the Brethren members were apple growers. Since 
they could not sell their apples, they had nothing to give 
to the church. Less than five years before, the Wenatchee 
Valley congregation had borrowed money from the Sun Life 
Insurance Company of Canada to finish the building they had 
started at the corner of Okanogan and Peachy Sts. 

About two dozen Brethren families then allowed the 
mortgage to be put on their homes as collateral for the 
church building. The depression deepened until the 
treasurer had no money to treasure. 

The "Sun Life" gave the congregation a moratorium if 
they paid at least the interest. The pastor's salary was so 
far in arrears that he had more I.O.U.'s than cash. He 
resigned to look for other work. Eller agreed to preach for 
the Wenatchee Valley Brethren for whatever was left after 
paying utilities, interest on the mortgage and payments on 
the salary owed to the former pastor. The least he ever 
got was $0.25. 

District of Washington 
Church of the Brethren 

For twenty-five years Jay Eller held some district 
office, from Editor of the District News, distributed to all 
the members in the state, to chairman of the District board. 
There were several years that Orville Booth, Children's Work 
Director, Ross Heminger for Youth and Jay Eller for District 
Board were not seen in their own church on Sunday. They 
traveled among all the congregations on their weekends to 
aid, encourage and counsel all the Brethren congregations in 
the state. The state had no district secretary. 

The District of Washington held its first "summer 
assembly," a camping program, on Lake Chelan in 1925. One 
was held annually after that in different parts of the 
state. It often drew from 300 to 400 Brethren. Jay Eller 
served in all these camps, excepting the first two. A 
quarter of a century ago the Brethren in Washington bought 
and developed acreage near Cle Elum. There they built "Camp 
Koinonia" now rated by a builder qualified to know, as a one 
million dollar property. 

The 
District 
them to 
knew that 
u. of w. 
half-time 
half. 

The Winter of our Discontent 

summer of 1930 the chairman of the Washington 
of the Brethren Church called the Ellers to ask 
take the pastorate of the Seattle Church. The man 
Eller had not finished his Master's drgree at the 

The proposal was that the church would pay them 
salary and Eller would go to the U. the other 
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Wenatchee High School got Merle Travis to take the 
physics classes. Eller was granted a year's leave of ab
sence. 

The Seattle Church did not have a parsonage. Ellers 
had to pay rent on a duplex, just across the street from the 
Seattle Zoo. The wolves howled at night, the elephant 
trumpeted by day. The fog horns moaned, and bombs burst. 
It was thirteen blocks from the church and miles from the U. 
of W. science buildings. 

As the progressed, it was apparent that in these 
depression years the church could not pay even half a 
salary. Eller's rent was due nevertheless. Tuition, street 
car fate to get to school, pastoral calls on church members 
miles away were costly too. Some people were using their gas 
stoves to commit suicide. 

Young , son Eldon was so allergic, that it seemed as if 
Geraldine and the two boys would have to return to 
Wenatchee's climate to cure him. We could not financially 
support two households. 

The Seattle baker's union was on strike. At least one 
night or more out of each month the sound of a bomb ex
ploding in some bakery shattered the night. There was a 
bakery fronting on Greenwood avenue that backed up to Ellers 
garage on 59th Street. A complaint was filed with the 
Health and Sanitation Department regarding rats. The in
spector came to the Eller's back yard to talk, While 
standing there in conversation, a big brown rat ran past, 
with a fresh doughnut in his mouth. 

Once again Eller was so far behind his class work that 
he dropped out without getting full credits. 

The Ellers not only had real wolves at their door by 
the mythical wolf would have taken over the apartment if it 
had not been for a bridgebuilder in the congregation. W. 
Mseltzer had a job in spite of the depression. He worked 
for a Gary, Indiana company that contracted to span rivers 
and bays. He had just finished a bridge over San Francisco 
Bay. He was now employed to help build the "Aurora Bridge" 
in Seattle. The good man had a habit of leaving a ten 
dollar bill in the pastor's palm when he shook hands before 
leaving. Geraldine's cousin Susan Baker came up from Oregon 
to help. Ellers had a much beloved daughter born in March. 

September 1931 the Wenatchee Valley looked very 
appealing. True enough, before the year was out Eller with 
the other teachers, would teach Wenatchee students for no 
pay at all. Wenatchee School District 246 had been paying 
their teachers with warrants (I.O.U. •s) instead of cash. If 
one could find a buyer these could be sold, at a discount of 
course. The time finally came when the district had reached 
the legal limit they could go into indebtness. They had no 
choice but to close the schools before norman closing time. 

The state set the quota of how many days had to be 
taught for the students to receive full credit. If the 
schools were closed early it would be the student who would 
be cheated. The teachers voted to finish out the school 
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Fat.her George Eller and sons, 1923, Ralph, Ora, Jay 

and Dan 

Ma·ry Eller and daugbters, 1923, 
Mary, Grace, Nellie 

"Shucking corn ain't what it used 
to be" Rosanna, Geraldine & Jay Eller 
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year for them without pay. And it was so! 
The Eller children set a record that was never broken 

before or since. They are likely the only people that ever 
attended the Wenatchee Valley Brethren Church--barefooted in 
the summer time. 

A Y' S Man 

Jay Eller first met the Y.M.C.A. in 1919 when he went 
to MCpherson College in Kansas. It was a life long love 
affair. From the camp of the Y.M.C.A. in Colorado, until he 
was taken to the Wenatchee hospital when he died, Eller was 
a Y man. 

Eller's first experience with the Wenatchee "Y" was 
with the W.H.S. swim team, who did their training in the "Y" 
pool. The summer after his first year of teaching Jay was 
employed by the Everett "Y" as a member of "Camp Wahitub's " 
summer program. The Ellers were in the camp from its summer 
opening, until its closing for school. A different set a 
campers came to Lake Champlain every ten days. When the 
Eller's first child decided to arrive early, before his 
parents return to Wenatchee, Geraldine and Vernard stayed at 
the Everett Hospital. Jay helped run the "blackberry" camp. 
This was arranged especially for the cities' less privileged 
boys. The "Y" furnished crates and picking buckets to the 
campers who spent part of the day picking wild blackberries. 
These the "Y" sold in town to pay the boys' camping fees. 

to be continued * * * * 
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WHAT IS A PALATINE?- HISTORICAL BACKGROUND by Ernest Thode for Antique Week 

The following article will be presented in three parts to define the his
torical background of Palatines, the history of the Palatinate and genealo
gical research relating to the Palatinate.- Editor. 

PART I 

"What is a Palatine?" 

That elusive word is hard to define, for historic reasons. Indeed, sometimes 
it seems to mean almost any German or Swiss or Alsatian. Strictly, the quick and 
easy answer is: "Somebody from the Palatinate." But this Is inadequate and doesn't 
correspond to actual usage; it leads to the inevitable question: "Where is the 
Palatinate?" 

In the 1700s this refers to a widely scattered area near the Rhine River in 
present-day southwestern Germany with its capital at Heidelberg and later at Mann
helm, when the Palatinate as defined above was ruled by a Pfalzgraf or Count Pala
tine, one of the seven, then eight (1654), later nine (1692) electors of the Holy 
Roman Emperor; thus the Kurpfalz or Electoral Palatinate. But then the definition 
of the Palatinate changes. 

After the Napoleonic Confederation of the Rhine (1006-1813) and the Congress 
of Vienna (1815), the historic Palatinate east of the Rhine became incorporated into 
the state of Baden. An area west of the Rhine, with its capital at Speyer, governed 
by Bavaria (capital: Munich), became known as the Rheinpfalz, Rhine Palatinate, 
rheinische Pfalz, Rhenish Palatinate, Bayerische Pfalz, or Bavarian Palatinate. 
This is the Palatinate of the 19th century, the home of many emigr~nts listed in 
those useful 1850, 1860, or 1870 U.S. censuses which give birthplaces prior to the 
unification of Germany in 1871 as the foreign land of 11 Rhinefalls 11 or 11 Rinefels 11 

for I?heinpfalz or 11 Rinebier11 or 11 Byrum11 or 11 Bion11 for (Rhein1Bayern, those puz
zling place names often sent in as queries to genealogical columns in this and other 
periodicals {rather than "Germany" or "Prussia"). 

Let's examine proper usage of "Palatinate" and "Palatine.'' The German words 
are Pfalz, Pr~lzer, and pfalzisch. The Palatinate (accent on lat; rhymes with "re
frigerate") is the territory. A Palatine {rhymes with "pal of mine") is a person. 
The ad j ective form is also Palatine. Sample sentences of correct usage (read 
aloud to practice pronunciation): Palatines came from the Palatinate to London in 
1709; many of these Palatines were sent to Queen Anne's Palatine settlements in up
state New York in 1710; other Palatines were sent to Ireland; other Palatines else
where. Many Palatines came from the Palatinate in the 1720s to 1750s and founded 
Palatine Pennsylvania German or so-called "Pennsylvania Dutch" (a misnomer) set
tlements in southeastern Pennsylvania with names such as MannhEdmand Heidelberg 
townships, names of the former capitals of the Palatinate. They spoke a Palatine 
dialect. A different type of Palatines came from the Bavarian Palatinate in the 
1800s for economic, social, and political reasons, mostlyviale Havre, France, and 
brought their Palatine farming and trade skills to new Palatine settlements or to 
well-established German settlement areas in the United States, founding such places 
as Palatine, Illinois. 

But many of the 1709-10 group mentioned were not strictly Palatines. Ac-
cording to a contemporary report by Pastor Johann Hermann Broessken of Dreieichenhain, 
there were 8,569 from the Palatinate (plus 125 from Pfalz-Zweibruecken) out of 15,313 
(including 871 journeyman craftsmen, no homeland given), or about 60 percent. The 
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rest, mostly Protestant (either Lutheran or Reformed), were from Hesse-Darmstadt, 
counties surrounding Frankfurt, Worms (Catholic), Speyer (Catholic), Alsace, Ba
den, Nassau, and adjacent territories. 

Palatine, even at this early date ; becomes a collective word, a generic term 
for Germans. It is what the English in london and the colonial rulers in New York 
called all Gelman-speaking people, regardless of origin. And of the 1727-1775 
group found in Strassburger & Hinke's Pennsylvania German Pioneers, also lumped 
together as Palatines, the approximately 68,872 Germans in the colonial time 
period were probably less than half from the Palatinate, with large contingents 
from Baden, Wuerttemberg, Hesse-Darmstadt, Alsace, Switzerland, Nassau, and 
others from smaller counties, etc. Even if, or, especially if they are listed in
discriminately as "a shipload of Palatines," one must take these other possible 
origins into consideration. Study the shipmates and near neighbors on the lists. 
As a rule of thumb, following the Reformed religion in America makes a true Pala
tine origin more likely for Germans (but Swiss is also poSstble); lutheran makes 
the Palatine origin less likely. 

The history of "Palatine" may explain why the word came into use. The first 
use. goes back to Roman times. The mons palatinus or Palatine Hill (from palatium, 
1 palace 1 ) was one of the seven hil Is of Rome, the traditional site of the first 
Roman settlement where Romulus is said to have founded the city. During the Roman 
Empire the hill became the site of the residences of the emperors and of the Temple 
of Apollo, thus the regal hill or hill of the palace. After Rome burned in 6; A.D., 
Emperor Nero included the entire Palatine Hill in the grounds of his aurea domus 
(Golden House). It remained the official residence of emperors ·until 235 A.D., 
when Emperor Alexander Severus died. 

The meaning of the word evolved as the Roman Empire grew and influenced other 
lands. First, people who worked for the Imperial Court of the Roman Emperor were 
call~d Palatini or Palatines. Under Constantine the Great (306-337 A~D.) troops 
stationed at the capital in Rome were also called Palatines. In the Byzantine 
Empire at Constantinople the administrators of the finances and domains were called 
Palatines. Members of the entourage of early German kings were called Palatines. 
Comrades in arms of Charlemagne were called "paladins," the legendary 12 peers or 
knightly champions attending the Frankish king who was emperor from 800 to 814. 
(Television viewers once saw an Old-West version of a Paladin, Richard Boone in 
''Have Gun, Wi 11 Trave 1 .") 

Counts Palatine were the highest judicial officers (chief justices) and prime 
ministers of the Carolingian realm dating from the reign of Emperor Otto I of Ger
many (912-973), King of Saxony; they represented the emperor's law in the hereditary 
duchies of Bavaria, Carinthia, Lorraine, Saxony and Swabia. The emperor moved .from 
one Pfalz or castle to another: Aachen, Cologne (Koeln), Eger, Forchheim, Frankfurt 
am Main, Gelnhausen, Goslar, lngelheim, Mainz, Nimwegen, Nuremberg, Speyer, Tribur, 
and Bad Wimpfen; Saxon German ki~gs between Magdeburg and Quedlinburg. The Rhenish 
Palatinate later developed from the old Duchy of Lorraine, moving from Aachen and 
the lower (northern) Rhine more to the central and Upper (southern) Rhine. In 1093 
the Count Palatine of the Rhine is first mentioned. In 1156 Holy Roman Emperor 
Frederick I (Barbarossa) of the Hohenstaufen family conferred the Latin title of 
comes palatinus or Count Palatine (Pfalzgraf) on his half-brother Conrad, who con
trolled extensive territories on the Rhine near lorsch, Speyer and Worms. The Pfalz 
toll castle on an island in the Rhine near Kaub dates from the 14th centu~y. 
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By extension, any ruler with special powers granted by the emperor came to be 
called a Count Palatine (the count's power emanating from the palace). Counts 
Palatine ruled the Pfalz bei Rhein or Palatinate in the Rhine/Neckar area with its 
historic capital at Heidelberg (held since 1214 by the Wittelsbach Jines of Dukes 
of Bavaria), and the Oberpfalz or Upper Palatinate, the former Nordgau north of 
the Danube River in northern Bavaria surrounding Regensburg (=Ratisbon)with its 
historic capital at Neumarkt and later Amberg (ruled since the Treaty of Pavia in 
1329 by the 1 ine of Count Palatine Rudolf of the Upper Palatinate). After Emperor 
Charles IV authored the Golden Bull (1356), which officially named the seven elec
tors, the Rhine Palatinate formally became the Kurpfalz or Electoral Palatinate 
(though they had in fact been electors since the end of the 12th century). 

Other countries also had Counts Palatine, too. In England, the See of Durham 
(church lands), the Earldom of Chester, and the Duchy of Lancaster were ruled by 
Counts Palatine. In colonial America, Maryland, under George Calvert; Maine under 
Sir Ferdinanda Gorges; and the Carolinas were considered palatinates. Hungary and 
Poland each had a Count Palatine. The proprietors of each of these colonies had 
been granted special prerogatives by the respective kings, in effect "from the 
palace." 

But by far the predomi·nant use of the term, and the one used by genealogists, 
is for Germans. 

HISTORY OF THE PALATINATE: LAND OF THE ELECTOR 

PART I I 

The Palatinate was the land of the Elector, a member of the Wittelsbach family 
of Bavaria. In 1410 the four sons of Elector Palatine Rupert I I I divided the 
Palatinate into four parts: -

1) the Electoral Palatinate, capital Heidelberg, 

2) the Upper Palatinate, capital Amberg, 

3) Mosbach, and 

4) Simmern-Zweibruecken. 

In 1556 the Elector Palatine became Lutheran. From 1561 to 1583 the Electors 
Palatine became Calvinists (Reformed) and in 1563 Calvinism became the official re
ligion, attracting Calvinists and Huguenot refugees. The Palatinate of the 1600s 
included the side Jines of Pfalz-Zweibruecken, Pfalz-Simmern, and Pfalz-Brikenfeld. 
In 1608 the Elector Palatine was a leader of the Protestant Union. In 1619/1620 
the Elector Palatine, Frederick V, lost in the struggle over the throne of Bohemia 
(Battle of the White Mountain, 8 November 1620). In 1623 the Duchy of Bavaria re
ceived the Upper Palatinate (the area around Regensburg, which was from 1663 to 
1806 the seat of the Imperial Diet), and Duke Maxmilian of Bavaria took over the 
role of Elector. 

The Thirty Years' War (1618-1648) was disastrous; from 1621 to 1648 there was 
no ruler; many places in the Electoral Palatinate were so badly destroyed by the 
plundering armies of Austria, Bavaria, France, lorraine, Spain, and Sweden that they 
had to be totally rebuilt. After the war there was a considerable influx of set
tlers from Switzerland and followers of the Swiss Reformer Zwingli; also some Ana
baptists. But in 1685 Palatinate became Catholic (as the Pfalz-Simmern line died 
out and Pfalz-Neuberg, now Catholic, took over), and there was a realignment of 
churches in 1687, each church served simultaneously by Catholic (preferred) and 
Reformed Clergy. 
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The fertile and rich lands of the Electoral Palatinate were destroyed by order 
of King Louis XIV (the 11Sun King11

) of France ("Burn the Palatinate!"), under General ) 
Melac in 1689, in the War of the Palatine Succession whereby France claimed the 
Palatinate. In 1705 Protestants and Catholics both nominally received equal rights, 
the Catholics receiving 5/7 of the churches, the Protestants 2/7. A knowledge of 
history and changes in religion are essential when seeking ancestors in this area. 

In 1720 the capital of the Electoral Palatinate was removed from Heidelberg to 
Mannheim. 

When Charles Theodore of the Palatinate-Sulzbach branch inherited the Palatinate 
in 1777, it was united (or rather reunited) with Bavaria. In 1797 the left (western) 
part of the Palatinate (the Rhenish Palatinate) became French and subject to French 
Jaw. In one of the most significant acts of Napoleon from the standpoint of genealo
gists, on 1 May 1798 civil registration was introduced in the Palatinate west of the 
Rhine, and it has been in effect ever since. In 1801 all the German-speaking terri
tory left (west) of the Rhine became French. In 1803 the right (eastern) part of the 
Palatinate became a part of Baden. Then in 1815 the Palatinate became consolidated 
and Bavarian again, with its capital in Speyer, and it remained so until the occupa
tion of Germany after World War II. 

In 1945 the new Land or state of Rheinland-Pfalz (Rhineland-Palatinate) with 
its capital at Mainz was founded as one of 10 in the Allied occupied territory, the 
formerly Prussian Rhine Province and the formerly Bavarian Palatinate being joined 
together in an artificial creation. Since 1948 it has been one of the 10 states in 
the new Federal Republic of Germany (Bundesrepublik Deutschland). 

With respect to German-American genealogy in the 18th century, the Electoral 
Palatinate, the ruler of which was one of the lay Electors of the Holy ~oman Emperor ~ 
(thus quite influential), is for practical purposes the only one that pertains, as 

1 

its location along the Rhine enabled transportation to a seaport. This factor, plus 
the numerous wars, famines, pestilences, economic problems, and religious difficulties 
caused or cumulatively led to emigration to eastern Europe or colonial America. 

The Oberpfalz or Upper Palatinate in northern Bavaria around Regensburg provided 
virtually no colonial settlers in America. If the rarely-used term obere Pfalz is 
used, it refers to the part of the Electoral Palatinate east of the Rhine near·Heidel
berg. In the 19th century the Bavarian Palatinate area west of the Rhine is meant. 

GENEALOGY IN THE PALATINATE- AND U. S. SUPPORT GROUPS 

PART Ill 

As mentioned in earlier parts of this discussion, about 60 percent of the 1710 
"Palatines" to New York were actually from the Palatinate, and in the colonial 
period Jess than half. 

A peak number, possibly 5,000, emigrated from the Rhenish Palatinate to America 
in 1816-1817 after a severe winter. In 1832, when the national-liberal Hambach fes
tival was held, the number of Palatine emigrants was approximately 8,000, and from 
then on it grew. Some sample years are given in one set of statistics: 

9,122 in 1837 
10,237 in 1846 
21,897 in 1855 
3, 544 in 1864 

6 , 14 7 i n 1840 
13, 762 in 1849 
8,407 in 1858 
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In another set, from 1841 to 1845 there were 13,358 emigrants from the Ba
varian Palatinate; 

1846-1850 

1851-1855 

1856-1860 

1861-1865 

1866-1870 

1872 

1873 

1874 

1875 

1876 

1877 

1878 

1879 

1880-1884 

1885-1889 

1890-1894 

1895-1899 

average 

average 

average 

23,881 

36,335 

12,257 

7,925 

12,350 

2,869 

1 , 741 

797 

468 

343 

291 

344 

502 

3, 217 annua 11 y 

2,048 annually 

215 per 100,000 population 

44 per 100,000 

The most important archives for genealogists in the (formerly Bavarian) Palati-
nate are located in Speyer: 

Landesarchiv Speyer 
Otto-Hayer-Strasse 9 
D-6720 Speyer 
Federal Republic of Germany (B.R.D.}, 

for official records (a new address in 1987); 

Zentralarchiv der Evangelischen Kirche der Pfalz 
Grosse Himmelsgasse 6 
D-6720 Speyer 
Federal Republic of Germany, 

for Protestant (Lutheran or Reformed)church books; and 

Bistumsarchiv 
Kleine Pfaffengasse 16 
D-6720 Speyer 
Federal Republic of Germany, 

for Catholic church books. However, necessarily some of the records are in Munich 
as capital of Bavaria or in Karlsruhe as capital of Baden for the former Electoral 
Palatinate east of the Rhine: 

Bayerisches Hauptstaatsarchiv I 
Arcisstrasse 12, Postfach 200507 
D-8000 Muenchen/Munich 2 
Federal Republic of Germany; and 
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Badisches Generallandesarchiv 
Noerdliche Hilda-Promenade 2 
D-7500 Karlsruhe 
Federal Republic of Germany, respectively. 

Also in Kaiserslautern there is an important quasi-official archive, funded half 
by the districts of the Rhineland-Palatinate, half by the electric power company that 
serves the area, the Institute for Palatine History and Folk Culture, formerly known 
as the Heimatstelle Pfalz: 

lnstitut fuer pfaelzische Geschichte und Volkskunde 
Benzinoring 6, Postfach 2860 
D-6750 Kaiserslautern 
Federal Republic of Germany. 

It contains a library and card-file of over 760,000 cards (by name, Palatine origin, 
and place of settlement) on more than r,ooo,ooo emigration, immigration, and inland 
migration transactio~s from, to, and within the historic Palatinate in whatever bor
ders. Its Deputy Director (stellvertretender Direktor) and Research Associate 
(wissenschaftlicher Hitarbeiter) specializing in genealogy is Roland Paul, a fre
quent visitor to the United States. 

The German genealogical society for the post-1815 Palatinate is: 

Arbeitsgemeinschaft fuer Pfaelzisch-Rheinische Familienkunde e.V. 
Rottstrasse 17 (Stadtarchiv) 
D-6700 Ludwigshafen am Rhein 
Federal Republic of Germany 

The United States has a society called Palatines to America, a n~tional genea- ~ 
logical society for German-speaking ancestry. By becoming a national member you 
automatically join the chapter of your choice: Colorado, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, 
New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, or West Virginia. The address is: 

Palatines to America 
Capital University Box 101 
Columbus, Ohio 43209-1294 

(Those of you who may have previously written to Salt Lake City, UT, Quincy, IL, or 
elsewhere without response or having your letter returned as undeliverable, please 
write again to the address above. This is the national headquarters, with an office, 
secretary; and registrar; previous addresses have been of former presidents, and fre
quently changed with new elections.) 

The Pennsylvania German Society, P.O. Box 397, Birdsboro, PA 19508, is another 
group with great interest in the "Palatines." For instance, the 1985 annual volume 
of the society by Annette K. Burgert is on colonial emigrants from the western 
Palatinate, proving residences in both the Palatinate and in Pennsylvania for numerous 
families by good documentation. 

The 1709-10 emigrants have been well documented in a work by Henry Z. Jones, Jr., 
entitled The Palatine Fanrilies of New York 1710 in two volumes. He has attained 
phenomenal success in tracing about 550 of the 847 emigrants of some 275 years ago 
to German records. His address is: 

P. 0. Box 8341 
Universal City, CA 91608 
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The emigrants from southwestern Germany in the 18th century who left their 
races in archives have been well documented In a two-decade series of books·by 

.erner Hacker. The main ones are Kurpfaelzische Auswanderer vom Unteren Neckar: 
rechtsrheinische GebietederKurpfalz for the Palatinate east of the Rhine (2,456 
emigrations); Auswanderungen aus Baden und dem Breisgau for Baden-Baden, Baden
Durlach, and Austrian possessions in the Breisgau (11,666 emigrations); and Aus
wanderungen aus Rheinpfalz und Saarland im 18. Jahrhundertfor the Rhenish Palatinate, 
Baden west of the Rhine, the Duchy of Zweibruecken, and various other territories 
(16,834 emigrations). Not all emigrations were to America, but a significant per
centage were. Hacker's books are available from: 

Friedrich R. Wollmershaeuser 
Herrengasse 8-10 
D-7938 Oberdischingen 
Federal Republic of Germany (new address) 

The surname PFALZGRAF means Count Palatine, just as KAISER means Emperor, 
KOENIG means King, or HERZOG means Duke. The most famous PFALZGRAF immigrant was 
Georg PFALZGRAI of Friedensdorf, Hesse-Nassau, and York County, Pa., founder of 
the PFALTZGRAFF china company, who arrived in Baltimore on the Charles Ferdinand 
on 17 September 1833. The name PFAELZER means a person from the Palatinate, as 
SCHWAB is one from Swabia, HESS is one from Hesse, or SACHS is one from Saxony; 
there is a famous PFAELZER meat company. But whatever your name, if your ancestor 
was a Palatine, you wi 11 want to search in the proper area. Your "Palatine" to 
New York in 1710 or in colonial times may or may not be from the Electoral Palati
nate; your "Palatine" or even Bavarian of the 1800s is probably from the Bavarian 
Palatinate but not necessarily so. Your best bet is to find the actual origin of 
our individual ancestor. 

The author has compiled an unpublished list from numerous sources of approxi
mately 30,000 origi~s of German-speaking immigrants (thus "Palatines") to America 
prior to 1820 ranging from Peter AARON of lggelheim in 1765; Maria Magdalena ABE 
of Unteralba; and Anna Maria ABEL of Weierbach in 1759 to J. Adam ZWOERNER of 
Nordheim in 1753; Heinrich ZYPRIAN of Einbeck by 1783 (Hessian soldier to Canada); 
and Abraham ZY5ET of Freudenberg in 1766. I would appreciate any additions·to the 
list with all family members who came. Write: 

Ernest Thode 
RR 7, Box 306, Kern Road 
Marietta, OH 45750-9437 

Note: The lnstitut fuer Pfaelzische Geschichte und Volkskunde and Ernest Thode, 
addresses above, have extensive emigrant/immigrant ancestor card files. If you have 
identified your immigrant ancestors send a 3x5 card for each to them (with three In
ternational Postal Reply Coupons to the former and a SASE to the latter). On it, give 
to the extent known, name, spouse, vital statistics, immigration information, ship, oc
cupation and religion. Also, write for a form to Mrs. Bonnie Everhart, 52 South Ave., 
Gettysburg, PA 17325 and enter your ancestor in our own Immigrant Ancestor Register. 

We thank Antique Week and Mr. Thode for permission to reprint this article, which 
appeared as a three-part series several months ago. Antique Week is a weekly antique, 
auction and collectors' newspaper, 40 pp, 12x17" format. Its three-page "Genealogy 
Week" section alone is worth the subscription price ($12.45/ 1/2 year; $24.45/year, Jess 

,...-....,3.00/year if mailed as a monthly bundle). A typical issue includes articles such as 
'his, smaller articles, genealogical news items, letters from readers, helpful replies 
from the genealogy staff and other readers, ads and queries. For a free sample issue 
(include $1.00 for postage), write to Antique Week, P. 0. Box 90, Knightstown, IN 46148. 
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May 1988 

Immigrant Henry Eller, Sr. and Elizabeth Bigler 

Compiler Clarice Vivian (Eller) Stanley (Mrs. John H.) 605 Vine St., 
Martins Ferry, OH 43935 

My research pertains to the Henry and Elizabeth Bigler Eller family. For 
this family record please refer to The Eller Chronicles, Vol. II, No. 2 of 
May 1988 page 64. I believe my ancestor in this family to be Jacob Eller 
who married Margareth Willjard/Williard on 14 October 1792 in the German 
Reformed Church, Frederick, MD in the county of Frederick. This date differs 
from James W. Hook publication. The Church of the Latter Day Saints supplied 
this date from their research in Frederick Co., Maryland. 

I have done research in Frederick, Md., Frederick Co., and Hagerstown, Md., 
Washington Co. In Hagerstown I obtained a copy of the H/657 Deed which 
pertains to the settlement of the estate of Henry Eller, deceased, recorded 
21 April 1794, naming his children:- Joseph Eller, Elizabeth Eller, Rebecca 
Eller, Henry Eller, Jacob Eler, Ester Eller, Daniel Eller, Sarah Eller, 
Magdalena Eller, Maria Eler, Salomo Eler, and Peter Eller. 

In another deed, Washington Co., Md. Land Record M 12, pages 462 and 463, 
recorded 25 April 1800 finally received the forty pounds due him from the 
estate, as he is now of lawful age. (The youngest son of Henry - Peter Eller) 
In the history of Washington Co., Pa. published in 1882, under Biographical 
Sketches of many of its Pioneers and Prominent Men, by Boyd Crumrine, was 
a paragraph pertaining to a Peter Eller who came to West Bethlehem Township 
soon after 1800 and purchased land. At the time of publication 1882 n1ention 
was made that Peter's son Henry lived on the tract of land. Further there 
is a record of "Memorandum of an agreement' assigned the .widow and heirs of 
Peter Eller late of West Bethlehem Township, Washington Co., Pa., deceased, 
etc. leaving no will, dated ? day of May 1843. The administrators were 
Daniel Eller and Nicholas Garret. Signatures of persons .receiving their 
distributive shares were: Mary Magdeline Eller, Widow and children Mary 
Eller, Henry Eller, Katharine Eller, and Elizabeth Eller. Could this 
Peter Eller be the youngest son of Henry, Sr. & Elizabeth Eller? If so, 
Daniel might be his older brother. In the 1810 Census I found Peter Eller 
in West Bethlehem Township, Washington Co., Pa. and Daniel Eller in Fayette 
Co., Pa., George TwP· In 1820 Daniel resided in Redstone Twp, and in 1830 
in Menhallen Twp. At that time he was listed as one male 60-70 years old. 
I could find no record of Daniel after that. In checking court house records 
in Uniontown, Fayette Co., Pa. there was no record of his having owned land. 

With further reference to Henry Eller, Sr., an estate settlement is also 
recorded in Frederick Co., Md. I copied the following from the index: 
Estate Settlement - Henry Eller 1788 
(Bond) Joseph Eller and Christ. Harter 
Bk. ·AZ/321 Appraisal Personal Property 

A7 Sale of " " 
1/249 Accounts settlement (would have names involved) 

These records, however, are in the Hall of Records, Annapolis, Md.; not 
in Frederick, Md. I have not had the opportunity to pursue this. 

Regarding Jacob Eller, the fifth child of Henry Eller, Sr. & Elizabeth 
Bigler Eller, as mentioned in the above deed 0f settlement of estate, I 
him and his family in the 1800 Frederick Co. Maryland Census: 
2 m under 10 1 f under 10 
1 m 26-45 1 f 26-45 
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In the year 1810, Jacob and family are in Washington Co., Md., page 486 

1 rn under 10 
1 rn 10-16 
1 rn 26-45 

1 f under 10 
1 f 10-16 
1 f 26-45 

1820 Jacob is in Frederick Co., Md., page 124 

1 rn under 10 
2 rn 16-26 
1 rn 45 - up 

1 f 16-26 
1 f 26-45 
1 f 45 - up 

1830 could only find Jacob Eller, Jr., Frederick Co., Md., page 66 

1 rn under 5 
1 rn 20-30 

1 f under 5 
1 f 20-30 

1 rn 60-70 This was probably his father, Jacob, Sr. 

From these census records, we must conclude that Jacob Eller, Sr. and his 
wife Margareth Willjard/Williard Eller had three sons and two daughters. 
Margareth must have died between 1820 and 1830. On page 64 of May 1988 
Eller Chronicles Gale E. S. Honeyman states that Jacob Eller was born 
c·. 1764 and he was buried 8 May 1831, Burkittsville, Md. 

I have found no record of the two daughters of Jacob and Margareth, but I 
believe the sons to be Jacob Eller, Jr., Elias and Peter. 
The first son, Jacob, Jr. bought a piece of a tract of land from Jacob Eller, 
Sr. recorded 11 August 1821, Land Record J.S. 14/57 Frederick Co., Md. 
On April 15, 1837 Jacob, Jr. sold 6 acres of land to Caleb Ogelton.Liber H.S. 4/468. 
On 1 Sept. 1837 Jacob, Jr. bought 80 acres of land in Callaway Co., Missouri, 
Deed Book E, pages 343 & 344. He and his family appeared on the 1840 and 
1850 Callaway Co., MO census records. 
The marriage of Jacob Eller, Jr. was recorded in Marriage Record Book 
1778-1865 in Frederick Co., MD as follows: 
13 Nov. 1826 - Jacob Eller to Elizabeth Grimes. 
Based on Maryland and Missouri research, I am submitting family group sheets 
for Jacob Eller, Sr. & Jacob Eller, Jr. 

The second and third sons of Jacob Eller, Sr. and Margareth, I believe to 
be Elias and Peter. ·This Peter Eller is my great great grandfather, and 
Elias I do know is his brother. Elias was born ca. 1800 and Peter 1811, 
birthplace Maryland according to census records. These two brothers came 
to Ohio Co., WV and married sisters. Elias married Mary Standiford 4 March 
1830 in Ohio Co. Bk. 2/17. Peter married Jane Standiford ca. 1837,1838, 
and settled in Marshall Co., WV, which was formed from Ohio Co. in 1835. 
Elias Eller bought a lot in Triadelphia, WV, near Wheeling, WV 1 June 1833 
Ohio Co., VA/WV deed Bk. 18/349 and Elias and Mary sold this lot 21 August 
1838, Ohio Co. deed 23/41 & 42. 
On the 23rd. day of May 1838, Elias Eller of Ohio Co., VA bought 180 acres 
of land in Audrain Co., MO deed book Vol A. pages 121 & 122. Audrain Co. 
Missouri borders Callaway Co., MOon the North. · It seems that Elias Eller 
settled just a little above the county line, and Jacob Eller, Jr. south of 
the line. Thus they were near neighbors, but lived in separate counties. 
The fact that Jacob and Elias both went to Missouri about the same time, and 
settled near one another, seems good reason to believe they were brothers. 
I did research in both counties in Missouri in 1987. I also found a will 
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for Jacob Eller in Callaway County, MO, and Elias Eller had signed as one of the 
witnesses. 
If there are any living descendants of these Missouri Ellers, I would appreciate 
hearing from them. 
I am also submitting family group sheets for Elias and Peter Eller families, 
as well as my family chart to show what I believe to be my line of descent. 
My Eller family has always known that Elias and Peter were brothers, and that 
Peter settled in Marshall Co., \.JV, and that Elias went "West". By checking 
census records, I finally found that "West" was Missouri, and subsequently 
obtained copies of deeds from Audrain and Callaway counties. Jacob left 
a wil l in Callaway county, but could not find one for Elias in Audrain; however, 
there was an Estate Settlement. 
In summation, it appears that Jacob Eller, Jr. is the son of Jacob, Sr. who 
is the son of Henry Eller, Sr. & Elizabeth Bigler Eller. Further, it must be 
concluded that Jacob Eller, Jr. is a brother to Elias and Peter. 

Compiled by: 
NOTE: I BELIEVE THIS TO BE THE FAMILY OF May 1988 

JACOB ELLER, SR.; HOWEVER, NOT PROVEN 
.·· 

CLARICE V. STANLEY 
605 VINE ST. 
MARTINS FERRY, 0H 43935 

:·'.'JSBANO_JACOB . ELLER, SR. 
·:Jccupation Agrucul ture I Famer --------·-----------1-l...w~.A.~W~La-.u 
UvedAt Frederick Co. & Waspin~ton_c~~----
Military Service----
B.om ca · ~z;-___ Plat'e _@ ___ .=== __ -_· -------'"----+-=..;;..::;;== 
Married 14 Oct. 1792 --·--- Pi ace _iie.rrnan __ Re.f.o.r.me.d._Cburch, Frederick 
~.tied 1831 Place-----·-- ·--· · ·--------·--+--_,!;~~ 
auried at Burkittsville 1 Md. (Per Gal~-~·-~_.Hgn,gY!!lilllL-~:.:::a:!.!n_:.,;~~~~~~~~~~~.ll\. 
r-ilther: Henry Eller. Sr. Mot her (nee) ..EJ.i~~;.J.J.J...J.l.41~"----4--.!.l.!::I~;;!,.!JJ~aJ... 
Grandparents' names ·----__ 

WIFE (nee) · Margareth Willjard/Williard ___ .. _Occupation ____ -J ..a~Jo~o.._. .... ~ 
Born 27 Aug. 1765 Place ___(per Gale l:fon~-----· --*"~;..~.w..~...x.....;..l..lu;.u 
Died 18~Q:1830 Plttce __ -.. ---------~~~~...._.~ 
Buried at , -·- --· ----·------4~~~~.UJ"--loc:....----
Father Johann Elias Williard .Mother(ncd _]£osinSl .. G.YID.lL-.----+~~....,..sow~ 
Grandparent~' numes ______ . ____ L._J.ohar.Jn...{£org Gump --- -·-· .. --··· 

:=;:.====- -----=-·=-=====-=;:-=-=-::;:-:::·~.::;"==::::=-=-==-:;=-::;:·:.=-=========--=-::::-=-:;;;::::: .. ·=. 
CHILDREN : BIRTH 
:;e~ ! l>at~: Pine~: Date 

DEATH MARRIAGE 
Place Date & Placr • Spouse & P3rt:nts 

2 
Jacob Eller, Jr. 

J 
Elias Eller 

-·• Female ?? ... 
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Compiled by: 
May 1988 

CLARI CE Y. STANLEY 
605 YINE ST • 
MARTINS FERRY, OH 43935 

:·· 'JSBANO JACOB ELLER, JR. 
~ ·:Jccupat!on -.:.F .. anne~-r'--~-----

Uved at Frederick Co •• Mp and Cal.~ .. Co. , MQ.~ ................... ...._~~_...~¥.oi;OU.o::lolol0-----· 
Military Servl('e ---
Born ....:C:.wa~·~--~-.,..
Married 13 Nov. 1826 
~·ied ca. Jan. 1B68 

. auried at~~-~---·--_;,..;_ __ 
::ather Jacob Eller. Sr. 
GrlUldparents' names Henry E1 1 er, Sr. 

·-··--- === - -···-- -- -·--··---·--- - I ..... ·---· 
CHILDREN i BIRTH DEATH MAf{RIAOE 

I oat-= 
I 

llell. Pine.: Date Place Date & Place • Spouse ll. Pnr.:nls ... '· ~~,_, 

1 . r-·-·-- ..ID -· 
Ann Maria I r~ . __182]_ -·-- -- ----·----2 '-• _Mil cal1C!w.~_, g9.!~t.10 8 Mav 1856 Callawav r.o ~ Bk .G/.1 
Warren r~~ 18Z9 •. ~1 Aug_._J.Q?.T/'fui ~ry Jane .Ridgeway ·-·-··· 

Est. Sett. Box 206 Bu hdle 12 r.~llawav Co .MO - '14/01' .... ~'1..,, .... 
3 

rR32 - -~ --·- · Martha Ann r£?· .. --
-...~ . .., .. ,.. 

• --~ .. ...._._ -··-·-·· -·· ----Elizabeth ~ ·--· ···--·····--- time of F'atht=>r 1 ~ Will l2J1:i';e}]'.6I s r- · ~ MO.:-:::-' _Not Jj..ving. at 
Daniel w. ~~- 1840 ·---- " 

__ ... 
... ~~ 

6 1---···----- Ca1la~o .MO ·---· John Thomas ~~- lB~Z 1 March 12.~.2 .. --··-·-
~t_ St=>t.t'1<=>m<=>11t Rox ?< ,l..JR;,nrll<=> 1 r.allaTJ~v r.o ~1n...,., ,. ............... "". 

7 --------·--,--·----·· . ··----
- --- .__ ...... -. ·--w-..... ~ ... , 

8 i 

larJ:.ha _Ann._ _and F.l i1'7~hPth TJP-,:<=>,.01"\t' n 
---· 

NOTE: Ann Maria, ~ ~ rr i orl ., "' _a£_ ..1.8.62 ...tim<=> n f" f" atha.J 
.. -Will .... 

9 Also, could pa.L.ficd max:x::iag~s fox: of .ahm II:> TT. Ji'L1 ,,.. owy . -· -- -· .. --·--.. ·- ---
•••·•l.u.,.,..;;..,.-•-·....,.~llo.• 

10 - - -
. ·--

- -- ........... "" ... ~·· 

Jt --· -
-- ----- ~ ............. rr.o ... ... 

12 
~· 

--·· 
.. 

I .. 
~ .. .......... .... .. 
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Compiled by : 
May 1988 

CLARICE V. STANLEY 
605 VINE ST, 
MARTINS FERRY, OH 43935 

:·· 'JSBAND WARREN ELLER 
·:Jc:cupation Farmer -----------------~~~~=u~=>----:-· 
Uved at Callaway Co. • MO, yacksoo 
Military Service ...,. ____ _ 
Bom ca. ·-~8z.9 __ Place _t1l)__hge_5~ .. u--~~::J----~--J~=~~= 
:'v'!arricd 8 MQy lli6 --~- Piacc _ __Galla:w~ C.o.-B.k ..... ...J.CJ.J./..J.J,6...2 _____ +--:---
~.Iied _21 Aug. 1902 Place ~~ . .C.Q.,_.:-~a.t.e. . ...loUro..,..~~~~~~~......_ 

· .i3uried at ------· •....•. _Ca!!§~W.;a..~..-,;::;.;::..::.=;::----lr--------
r-ather Jacob Eller Jr. Mother (nee) ~li~~b~t.u_.:.:.a.mwl~--~~=~~~ 
Grandparents' names Jacob Eller, Sr. & Margaret Wil~_t<L 

Note:( Mary A. on Estate Missouri 
WIFE(nee) MARY JANE RIDGEWAY SettlementL .• __ Occupation ____ -t------------·-

Dom ·ca. 1835 Place .11Q_~_&. in 1880 ·-------11-·--------
Died Pltce __ _ ---·----·-+------·-----.. -· 
Buried ••-----------------·- -· -----------t-------
Father --_.Mo_th_e_r (n. ~·_e_) ----~----···-
Grandpurenl~'numes ----- L .. -------'-------· .. ··-··--·· 

... 

::::.=::.-::::==!:-- ---· - -···-- -- -.. ---· -·--
CHJLDREN i BIRTH ! DEATH MAHRJAOE 
:;e~ !l>at~ Pine~ Date Place Date & Place· Spouse lc Ptm:nts 

·~ 

.~a· 

-·-·--- M() 
~·~ l -·--·-r-· Lucy A. ~~--__!8.59_ --·-- - -------

2 
-·~ _MQ -· --- ···---- -

Mary P. rca .J.B.62. •. --·---·--·--- . -· ---·--.. ·· 
'""·· -- l~Y4 AtiCJrain cO.''Bk.'']Ea§ 3 

.,.. 
MD _j uct. - --Alice w. ..ca.._ ] 86.6.... .. George w. Green at Auxvasse...,~... ____ 

- Callawav Co.:.~Q.. ...... _ 
• _, . _ti Aoril J.82_Q Callawav Co. Gill1L .., -- - ------ ·~--· Ida L. S:. 1SE>S Walter Lee Beckley -·· ----····· --·----

~- .C:' 

_.._ 
~.,._.....,..., .. _, .. 

s .... _ .. _,._ MO I 

Susan B. r- · ~ 
1870 ----~-.:::::_:· 

.. _ ... . _ 
rfa· ... _._!' . .. 

-- ,....~ 

t) -- r-- _____ __j1_Q ~-~ 

··· ··-- --- · Elias w. ~.a'"- 1872 -·-·· ··--
L .L. ................ "' ...... ~·""· 

7 - -
~---------.MO._. __ 

Nathan r--·----·· - - ···--~ 

F. ca, .1819._ .......... -. ·-·--··-= ..... ~-~-\: 
8 --+---·- ---· 

~· - ..... , ____ 
- ·-

9 -- ~OR NOTE: COULD NO'~ FIND_tlABRIAGES PTHE..RS.L... ... -
,. 

---
~-~ .. - -···· _ ... _ ·-~- .. 

10 ·-~- . -
- ··--· -:-~-c·-,-=-.... ..... .... .,. ... """- ... 

11 --
"~ -· -

-- ----·· --- ~W-t.l ' ., 'ltlf'"JiliA"' . 
12 - ---· 

I 
.. ,. '""· .. ;; ... . .... ,.,_., ... _. 

-· ·-
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CLARICE V, STANLEY 
605 VINE ST. 
MARTINS FERRY, 011 43935 

August 1987 
By: Clarice V. (Eller) 

--1~-------· 
Research done in 

WIFE (nee),_ __..MAR=Y..;;;....;S;;.;TAND=-I;;;,;;FO;.;;;,.:;,;RD;;;_ _______ .• __ Occupation ____ -! Aug. 1987 ·- ·----·-
Born :.c~, .....,..-~~,.----...:::1~8~13~ Place .YA_(p...gg_3 7 - ~850 Census I MO) Mexico 1 M0, _Audrain 
Died Before 1879 Ph;ce -~-r:.~2...;;o..;.;;r..-d ________ -+-...-C..-.oun.--..t...._ _____ ,,_. 

Buried ••:-:-:--~----~ ,-------·--·- --· ---------+-------
Father ~on,Standifor-4__· ___ ,Mother(m't) _11ru;y_ _______ -+ ----
Grandpurenb' numes -~-------·l ____ . ---··----- ·---·-----·. 

:;:.=:::.-=:.:::..-=====------==-======.===-=--=-.. ·--·===r=·============~.;::--_-·.:::.:=. 
; BJRTH ! DHA'I'll MARRIAGE ! Oat~: Pine~: Date Place Date eSc Place· Spouse k Pnrc:nts 

--~~~--------+lllfl\9~~,...."""--~:;;-:;::::-:-lf"ll!'lllllllj~...-----------~~-- ,_:1' 1 . ~~!~!:..~~·-~. allawa~q. ,l"lV_I-· ----

William Eller ~- 1833_ ?.1 Nnv 191 L No Marriage_ record ------
Est. Sett. -Box 56/ Bundle 7 (Callawav Co.ll!Q.._ 

CHILDREN 

2 f_Q.l};io Co. VA Audrru,n_c;:g_._.~..._MO 23 March 1864 Callaway C~.cll2.1. 
~ Abram S. Eller f.£~ 1835 -,:' __ _J_~y_1~§J ___ Mary f:, Eurt -·-·· 

_ Per !State ~ett.Paoer~ 
3 Ohio Co., YA _ __ 14 Feb 1856 Audrain r.n.....,.'MQ:AJ_ijg 

Elizabeth T. Eller ~~ 1.837 . . George Whaley __ _ 

4 ' _______ ..,.._CAb-n•r -llr-::tli-nr.-,a-
1
.=;2;...:..M0

4
••Q_-......;-+-t---- -.-:---=--·-------.. _-_·· ... ..j...j.f--8_::U-N =Bf-trn j2l-, ll.--l-1=Al=,F.\A::/h:,,:h=-~-ti-i~ n-~r~·,,...~~B_l.L._~l~.i]i_-·_-.. _-_ 

Ellen H. Eller _tj .• ---· .. -· " .L r.80 ,e 
--------~~---,_~'!"'-..._ ______ .....,~~-~~~~---.............. .,...IMf'-¥"• 

S r-4udrain Go cMO- ' -------· 20 Oc-t 1869 Audrajn Co. T-V.:U.5 •. _ 
Margaret I. Eller l-~-----l.a4;).0f2"--i-- ·---- N. F. Kilswre -"·· 

~ 
Mary A. Eller 

~---------~-------+~~~~--~~~------------~----------------------~-----~~~~-+-----"-----+------------·-· 
----·-··-+------------------·-

7 
Suzie V. Eller --~.:..;1.6;-_Nov. ltl71 Audrain Co. B/l~0 ....... :-~Q.r<gp _l;Q~ ,MQ__~-·-----· "' 

c. 18_4_7_ ~--·-- __ Clifton Black ___ _ 

8 
George E. Eller 

; 24 March umo Audrain Co. r::..m_"'~ 
1-------·-4-- ~·---·- Ki tti t:> tJ~tt:>r~ -~C .... ___ _.1...,~.8~:9._+-----·--· --+-.I).,J...L..,j,j..c,....IIIIQ.u;:..L......_ _______ , .• __ _ 

.. 

------------~----~------------~-------------+----------------------~~~~ 9 >-------+----·--·-+---------------...,__ ___ -·----....-----·--···---+------------------
10 NOTE: F.J i I=IH and Ma,cy E .ler - sold .Lo.t._ 11 'T'n-wn nf 'T'ri 1=1ilP 1 nh ·i ~:_j~}j;_.Jj;:;g:.WV 

21 AUJ! 1838 - tel .John r.nunn Ohi n r.n Rk 21/4?. H,?. . ----
"" - F.1i~=~~ bow~ht it .June. 1A11 f'rnm T~mP~ M1 ICITJ.,J1 AT Oh.r.n .Bk_l8.L1~9 

/'\ Jl t---------+------·---+---------..:-----,-----t---------+---------4---------------------------+-------+-------+-------------"" ............ ... --12 ~--------~-----------r--------------------------· 
I ______ ............ _____ _... ____________ ~~------·· · .... 
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CLARICE V. STANLEY 
605 VINE ST. 
MARTINS FERRY, OH 43935 By: 

:·' 'JSBANO ABRAM S. ELLER 
·:Jccupation ,..;F;.;:;'a;.;;.rm;;.;;:;.;~r;;......,,....._------
Lived 1\l AudraJ.n Co. , MO - South Salt Riy~~r'---------------+~~~~~ 
Military Servlee ---- ___ .. -·-------+.w.Ai.U..S~'--1.0~ 
£.l.om _.;;.c.:... _,..,,..-.--~~..,_,... . .!~32_ __ Place _QJ'lio Gg_u_ VA -----:----'----f-li.....,..__-
Married 23 March 1864 ----- Piacc _ Callawj!y_Co.: ... s...J=10.__......._ _____ -t-",_.,~ 
~Jied _ July 1883 Place _.,AY.,drain, __ QQ.~.. ·----------~l.IGlool.-.a.~~ 
auried at~-~~---·----=--
::ither Elias Eller 
Grandparents' name5 Jacob Eller, Sr. 

Mary Willjard 
WIFE( \ MARY E. BURT 0 . nee,_l --:;~~=-=--=-= ........ ------·---·~ __ ccupatmn ____ -t _____ ,_ __ ________ _ 

Born · c. 1840 Place -1:1Q..----·-----· ·-----~------------
Died Pl&ce __ .. ----------·-~--------··--· ··~· 
Buried •'------------------·- -· -----------+----------
Father---------
Grandpurcnb' names -------

:.=;:=:..===- -----::.· - --···-- - -··-- ---· 
CHILDREN i BIRTH I DEATH MAHRIAOE I I 

:>ell. ! L>at-= Pine~: Date Place Date & Place • Spou" &: Pnrcl'.ls .. . ~a· 

14 Oct lYOl Audrain r.() w~22'' 1 . f--- ·----· -··--- S9llie B. 'R;:)~lP William s. Eller ~--___],862. -·-- --------
lhJ1:nrr:E__nj_ .Ml 

~~ 

2 f--· 
______ .,. ___ 

-----·· 
Frarid:in E. r--c .J.&JL •. • - ·--··---·····-- . ·--.... 

-· ,:. .. .... .., . ..,.., ... ,~ 
3 - -- .29_ June _1881 _Audrajn Co ,__2J.55.D...:.. 

Lillian H. f-G.: ).869 ··------s. g. Grove1;! ---- co. -·:Jie3: ·• "Vannie" lb Nov. l~IJZ_ Audrain ., -- I87I - ____ .,. ....... -4 .. 

Vandelia B. c. K. L,;, L.;a.Lnoun 
f-- ··---···-· -----

.. , .. ~ 
__ ....._ 

............... ~~~~;.,~.' \ 

s I 

~ - · 1873' ---··---· ·--·-James B. c. 
.---.t" ... 1--- ·----

-~-., ,.....,.... .... ~ 
b 

~c-: =··----1877 
...... .. ___ #--··- · Mary E. - --·· ·--

·--~-~ ... ~ ........ -·'-'· 
7 \.. -·-----------r--·----·· ~ . ...... __ 

George A. - -- r--······ -- .. -- -~-

~-~,~ 

8 i~ ---t----·- -·--· -- ..... r·--·· 
-~ ~ ... 

9 ~- ·--· .. 
---·- ---·--···- ____ , 

- ~- ..... -w •.. _... ..... ~ ..... 

10 I ,1tL 
·-~- .. -· -

- -----·--·-
- .:~J-l ..... \..!. 

toW .........,.. ..... ~ ......... ......._.. .. 
I 1 --· -----

-· ··---·· -- ., ............ IY." .... ·~ 

12 -- · 
I ' 

.. .. -··· .... ~··• J 
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CLARICE V. STANLEY 
605 VINE ST. 
MARTINS FERRY, 011 43935 

WIFE(net) Jaoe Standiford .• _Occupution, ____ -t~--~ 
Born · 2 May l814 Place VA .,,-----t~ .... ~~.w. 
Died 17 NQy. 1900 Ph;c:e Marshall ~,"Lynn Q.amp WV ------·--· 
Buried at Mt. Joy CbJJtch Yard No Marke~ ..fQJ: _.J'-lla~n ... e-.Q""'r,.__..P_..e..,.,telJ:,jr..__ __ t·----------· 
Father ~lt,on Standifcu;d , _.Mothe-r (m:_e_) ----~ MatY-... ..1__ __ --y. ----,-----·- ·-· .. 
Grandparent~' numes ~-..1..·------, L ___ ------·-·· 

::::;:.:::.:::::.:::..-====-=- ··--· - -.. ·-- -- --·- --- ! CHILDREN i BIRTH DEATH MAHRIAGE 
~e~ I oat~ Pine.: Date Place Date & Place· Spouse & Partnts 

! 
t~\:~:"~~?~gJ(t\A,\l - ~ ... - -\ r---·----· Zt1 Mar lt1~t1 :.._ 

Mary H. Eller ~..,Sep... 1839 10 .Tulv 189L James M. Yoho HB7-5/2271S95- · 
Both: B lr. Nt. Jov s I oGeo :Y5'fiQ-s; Racner'Gcirner-·-·· 

_. ...... "'""~ ....... , ... ~. 

2 
IZ"Jiine 

18. .Jan .l86.6. ___ 
Absolam T. Eller I8Zi3 20 Jillienrnr- £aenet~e . Yob~ ftfWl~~-wza.9.l r-·- BotE Eur-:-Aiif ocTit~n·.-cem :-; w-erz o. oGeo. o o ac e arner _, 

C•'1C.....,... ....... \c1 .V'I.tAW \.1 

J 30 Nov. H:Sbts 
John William r--9- May 1846 18 Nov. I9ocr- Mary A. Richmona ~ /2"'1}18~--- .. 

121311921 dlo Abraham ·Richmond& - ...... , ... ....... ,.......,,.._ ...... ~.-·· 

6 

,, 5 Nov 1868 I /Nan~aret G.JlTI}.~--., 
Anne Rebecca .31 May i84a 122...1:eo~ ietr..= IRi ~harcLP.. YohQ l8Mcl121.L.l9~---

ShP R11r '[;'. -'1 ·R., RinP!'; Riclg-p - HP Bur· · Wells lCem .a/o_I>.e.tPr .Yoho _& __ Mar~J;...XQh 0 
s 

r-18 Ma 1853 ·-
I?. ~ . T::m J 8Zl ·--.. 

Catherine L.V. 19 J~. 19~ IRPR!';nn Younsz lll7Jl845-2lll7192.6 r---Y 
•r; 

!';lnEli iah B. Youn~&MRrv,.,Sm;i,.th__~ 
{) r---···---- ·····--- ... 

·-· --·· --·--
~ ................... '""""". 

7 r----------·--~-·----· _ ...... -
- -- r--... - . __ .. _ 

...._..._. .. <#~ .. ~ 

8 --· f----·- - ·- -
-- - .... r·--

.. -· 9 1840 Census Ma;csl:lall Cc , lllll I 1 M. 20-3Q.. __ 2 F Under .5 
1 F. 20-30 ,. 

PETER ELLER --·- ... --·-.... ·- (Note· There mtltit.JlfLY.e __ .QW\._.,.. •• 
10 - .. a dausz. JlQ.rn b_efore l'la rv abo~ 

·TJhn nrnh nif>n befoz:e tbe ·-· 
1 A<;n r.Pn.c::nu~) ..... ~ ....... ~ ... ~.<a ...... 

11 --· ; -- ......... ~-.,·--·~~~ .... 
12 _ .. 

, . 
I .. .... ·-· 
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·I 

! 
f I 

, 
' . 

I 
J_ 

Peter Eller 1811 

Absolam T. Eller 

1880-1890 ? 

1843 1866 

Jane Standiford Eller 1814 
t\ 

1900 

\ 

Charies A. Eller 1870-1938 



Clarice Vivian Eller H~ ~~~t<J(M, eku,t 
· . . _s_ta_n_l_e_y_. C_Mr_s_._J_o_h_n er•"" "'o. 1 on tht• chart 11 the ume Name o! Compller_ . .. .... ,. Chl\rt No.l. 

605 V~·ne St penon u No._on chut No._, . Addreaa ~ • 

. ....---....._ Ctty, state Martins Ferry, OH 43935 

Date May 28, 1988 

·, ca. 1811 ~~~.·~"',t~~o.L 
. No record/Marshall Co • 

8 ~Ab!lis~o:!.::!:l.s:l!!!.....!:..l___j,ij,~~:;-;:;:~--- . 1880-1890 Not rcorded 
b. 2 June 1843 17 Jane St 
p.b. Marshall Co. , lVV b.2 May 1814 

4 Charles A. Eller m. 18 Jan. 1866 d.17 Nov. 1900 ,_;::::.::::.:::..:::..:::..:::.....:.:.:_-=:::=(~F•:;:Ill-,r-ot::-:N~o.-.2~1 ---1 d, 20 June 18 70 

b. Dol .. ol Bli'U 
p.b. Place ol Bli'U 
m. Dato ot Marn•c• 
d. Dole o1 Dullo 
p.d. Pl1CC ol Oeolll 

b. 20 April 1870 p.d Wetzel Co., WV 
p.b. Wetzel Co. , WV 

,. 18 Geor e Yoho 
(F 11hcr ol No. 9, 

m. 9 Oct. 1897. 9 Catherine 
1 Dec.1806 

m. ca. 1828 
~~~~~m;;;-;;r~----1d.17 Aug. 1890 

Cont. on ch•tt No.·- ·· 

d. 15 May. 1938 
p.d Wet~~.l Co., WV 

2 Berrell Eller 
· (F &Iller ol No. I) 

b. 10 March 1898 
p.b. Wetzel Co. , WV 
m. 24 Feb. 1922 
d. 27 Jan. 1971 
p.d Marshall Co., WV. 

51 Eliza~th Yoho 
(Mo<ll•r ol No, l) 

b. 27 June 1877 
p.b. Marshall Co. , WV 
d. 24 March 1967 
p.d. Wetzel Co., WV 

1 Clarice Vivian Eller Stanley 
b. 8 Nov. 1923 
p.b. Mars hall Co., wv 
m. 22 N ov. 1950 
d. 
p.d. 

6 
(ftlbcr ol No. J) 

b. 
p.b. 
m. 
d. 
p.d 

3 Florence A. Blake 
(MCIIhtr ol No, I) 

b. 10 July 1901 . 
p.b. Marshall Co., WV 
d. 28 Aug. 1983 
p.d. Ohio Co., WV 

7 .•. 

b. 
(Moebn ot No. l) 

p.b. 
d. 
p.d. 

John H. Stanley 
(Spo\111 of No. I) 

b,14 July 1918 d. 
Ohio Co., WV 

19 Rachel Garner 
b. 15 April 1848 (Mot.'wr o1 No. Y, 

. . b.29 Feb. 1808 Coal .... c~ .. tl No._ 
p.b. Marshall Co., WV d. 

25 
Dec. · 

1868 d. · 7·Aug. 1916 
p.d Marshall Co. , WV 20 Isaac Yoho 

b. 1794 (P llhtr ol No. 10, 
Co"" on cl\ort No.-

m. 
~~..o.s.~~~r.:e~;;;-rr---Jd. 27 Oct. 1881 
b.9 January 1827 
p.b. Marshall Co. , WV 
m. 12 Nov. 1857 
d. 20 Feb. 1906 
p.d Wetzel Co. 

11 Mary J. Gatts 

12 

13 

14 

15 

(Mocbcr ol No. ~~ 

b. 1833 
p.b. , Marshall Co. , WV · 
d.27 January · 1893 
p.d. Wetzel Co., WV 

(F1ther ol No.6) 

b. 
p.b. 
m, 
d. 
p.ci 

(Mocher ct f:lo. 6) 

b. 
p.b. 
d. 
p.d. 

(P11hcr ol No. 7) 

b. 
p.b. 
111. 

d. 
p.d -121-

(Mochcr ot No. 7) 

b. 
p.b. 
d. 

l: 

21~UK~~~~~~~~~ 
(Moclwr o( No. 10, 
Con&. en cb'n So._ . b. 1801 

d. 22 Nov.. 1890 

(M..thtC .,t N~ II, 

b. 1812 Cont. on tl\ort 1/o,-

d.14 April 1854 
24 

b. 
m. 

~· 
25 

b. 
d. 

26 
~. 
m. 
~. 

27 

b. 
d, 

28 
[b. 

m. 
~. 

29 

b. 
d. 

~b. m. 
d. 

1 

b. 
d, 

!! 11her ol No. 11, 
ont. on tht r1 No. -

(M.U.u ol No. 11, 
Cone.. Of• c.han No. -

(F ot.~r ol No. ll, 
c..._ on tll&(11'1o.-

(Mother of No, \3, c-..., wrt No. .. 

(F olhlr ot No. 11, 

C""l(.. "' "·•" ti-> •• 

(Moltotr ol No. 14, 
Cone. on c~.&tl No. 

tF 111wr o1 No. U, 
Cont. on cl\ort No •. 

(Mochcr ·"" No. U, 
Cont. on clwn Ho. . 



Chart No. 2 

City, state Martins Ferry, OH 43935 
8 ,--~~----~~~~~----tl 

·Date May 28, 1988 
(Father or No, 4) 

17L_~~-------n~~~.---

1 

b. 
p.b. 
m. 
d. 
p.d . 

2 Jacob Eller, Sr. 
· (Father ol No, I) 

b. ca. · 1764 
p.b. Frederick Co., MD 
m. 14 Oct. 1792 
d. Between 1830-1840 
p.d Probably Frederick Co. ,MD 

9 ' 

b. 
p.b. 
d , 

p.d 

10 Mark 

(Mothc< or No, 4) 

b. 1705 
p.b. Swiss German Rhine 

5 L£!±~.!ab/S<J.!L.!l.l.~~;;;;-;;:r;;;;:"'?\----l m. 

b. ca. 1735 
p.b. MD 
.d. Between 1790-1800 
p.d. Frederick Co. , MD 

Peter Eller 

ca. 1811 

d. 1787 
p.d Frederick Co. , MD 

11 Catherine ? 

b . ca. 
p,l), 

d, ' 

p.d. 

(Mother ol No. S) 

1712 

Haryland, per Census 

(Father ol No, 6) 
12 

Between 1880-1890 
Marshall Co. , WV b. 

b. 
d. 

d. 

(Mothc r or No, 8, 
Cont. on chort No, .. _ _ ) 

(Father or No, 9, 
Cont. on chort No. ---) is~·· 

19 ----------~-~~--
(~lo thc l" of No. 9, 

b. 
d, 

Co1:t. on l."b:&r t No. ---J 

20~--~~~---~~~~----
b. (F oth<·r or 1/o, JO, 

C Cir1t, C111 l'h3r t Nu. · ·--) 

from LDS Church 
d. 

21, ______ _ 

b. 
d. 

m. 
d. 

-(M~h:l. ol No. 10, 
Com. ~n char t No.--) 

23 '-----------\~1"'';;:;:-:.-No. 11,- - -, 

b. 
d. 

t.:(.lul , vu ~·J:art Nu, ____ ) 

(MvU1 l~ l' ol No. !2 , p.b. 
e Johann Elias Williard/Willi l'il 

(Father ol No. 3) 

b. 24 June 1734 d. 

p.d 

Per Inf. rec. from Gale E~: S. Honeyman, S~~""p';~~~iscol 
CA 

p,b. 26 .---------------:-::--:-- -----,-,-- -6. (F~th~r ~~No. I J , 
Cont. on chan No. ---l 

m. 6 April 1762 
d. 20 May 1819 

13 L---------···------~~~~~-~m, 
(Mother ol No. 6) 

. p,d 

3~Ma~r~a~re~t~h~W=i~ll~·a~r~d7.-~---
<Moth•r or No. I) 

b. ca. 
p.b. 

1770 

d. 

p.d. 
Between 1820-1830 

p.b. 

d. 18 Aug. 1811 
p.d. 

14 

15 

b. 
p.b. 
d. 
p.d. 

(Father or No, 7) 

b. 
p,b, 
m. 
d. 
p,d -122-

d. 

27 ----------------.,----
(Mothor ol No. 13, 

b. 
d. 

b. 
d. 

Culll . on ch;&rl No. ___ ) 

( Fnllu.' l' u! N~o.~, J 4, 
Cunl. 011 ch;afl No.- · ----- ) 

-- - ----
(~h. l iu:r of 'N\J. 14. 
C.:ont . ou chart Nt~. ___ ) 

30 .~--------------~~-b. (l•nlln!f ul~l 5 , 
Com. t)O ch.arl Nu. ____ __..) 

m. 
I--------------~(M~o~th~er-o~r~No-.~7)-----id, 

Jane Standiford b. 
p.b. 

31•------~---~~~~~-
(Spouse ol No, I) (Mot lwr of No. J S, 

Cont. on dta rt No, -···--> 

b. 2 May 1814 
p.b. · VA 

ct.17 Nov. 1900 d, 
p.d. · .Harshall Co. , ~.d. 

b , 

d. 



lUSBANO · FREDERICK GARST II 

Ilorn 15 Jan .1784 Place Lancaster Co. PA 
Married (1) 28 Dec 1809 Place·-...::B::;:o=t;:.;:e:..:t:.:o:....:u:..::r:..::t:..-..::C:..::o~ . ...L_=-V.:..:A ________________ _ 

Occupation ________ ==----_.:Resided at 
Died 11 Aug 1850 Place Limestone,~W~a-sh~i-n-g7t_o_n~C~o-.-,~TN~---S-u_&_m_;+-+--~-J---o-~-;---
Buried Place " " " " t 

~--------------~ ----~---------------------------
Other Wives (2l marr 15 Mar 1829 Sarab Frantz 

JEAN WALKER MATTHEWS 
11438 Seabrook Way 

Fatller~~F~r~e~d~e~r~i~c~k~G~a~r~s~t~I~-------------------------------------
~Iother Magdalena Rauch Cypress, CA 90630 

· WIFE SUSANNAH "LUNNAR" ELLER 

Ilorn_-----c-a--:1:-:7::-:8::-:9~---------;:::P71a_c_e===P=o:s:s==-l.:-. b==-1-y==P=A=====================~-
Oied 1820-1827 Place Botetourt Co., VA 
Buried ________________ Place 
Other Husb. --------------------------------

tlLI\CE' Souet.c.£5 '\Nb 

AU;HotJA-l tNF'6. 

Father JACOB ELLER 
~!other (maiden name) Maqda1ene 

GIILr.ruN 

SAMUEL 

1. 

Jacob 
2. 

David 

3. 

Magdalena 
4. 

Nancy 
s. 

Henry 
6. 

Mary Ann 

7. 
' 

Catherine 
8. 

Sarah 
9. 

Elizabeth 
10. 

11. 
Joel 

P. 

o ·" l?~c k. __ _ 

? 

8oA..N b!~d 
l.y \l.t; ee: W~l!"~ WHE"J.J WUeRlE. .. 
Botetourt Co.,VA Washington Co. , Tr-

3 Nov 1810 28 Oct 1876 

-.- ·-
Botetourt Co.,VA Girard, IL 
18 Aug 1812 17 Dec 1893 

Botetourt Co.,VA Washingtonco ·. , TN 
3 June 1814 29 Sept 1886 
~· ·-

Botetourt Co. , V'f. washingtonco.TN 

7 Auq 1816 
March 1906 

Botetourt Co. , Vl1 
29 Sept 1817 24 Apr 1840 

Botetourt Co.1 VJ Su11i van Co. , TI 

14 Nov 1818 27 Dec 1898 

Botetourt Co. , VJ 

Botetourt Co. , VJ Buchanan Co. ,MO 
26 Apr 1820 7 Dec 1911 

.Botetourt Co.,VJ Seminole, FL 

. 17 Dec 1822 11 De.c 1917 -

~to~~t <;;Q.,_.~ Vl1 
17 July 1824 20 Nov 1892 

Botetourt Co. ,Vl1 

ca 1826 1855 

·----
-123-
·---, 

. 
MAfl.l{il5b 

F '"11"111 ~<~II€N ~<Me 

SUSANNAH PEFFLE 
RE" 
y 

13 Feb 1837 
Botetourt Co. , VA 

( 1) 
(2) 

Bowma 
Fann1.e Sher 

n ca 1839 
fey ca 1842 

( 1) ca 1837 
(2) Anna Bashor 

--m:-28·--.:rury-1841 

Abraham Sherfey 
irt. tff.farcfi I Btl 0 
wasnul<J~on \,;O. , TN 

Samuel S. Sherf ey 
m. T'f-;J'une 1840 

Wash1.ngton Co. , TN 
-

Mary Bowman 
m. 23 Nov 1841 

washington Co., TN 
.. 

·--

Richard H. Deaki ns 
m. I2 June I82l5 
Washington-Co. , TN 

Michael Bashor 
m. 21 Dec 1W1-
Washington Co. , TN 

David Bowman 
m. 15 July ISSO 
Washington Co. , 
Catherine Sherfe 

TN 
y 

m. 12 June 1849 
washington-Co. , TN 



Name of Compiler JEAN WALKER MATTHEW~ · . 

Address 11438 · Seabrook Way 
Cypress, CA 90630 City, State _____________ _ 

Date April 8, 1988 

4 
William Martin Walker 

(Folher ol No. 1) 

b. 4 Sept 1870 
p.b. Washington Co. , TN 

:b. ~!~."'.,0:;.~h m. 24 Dec 1893 
:· g::: = ~:.~•c• d. 4 Feb 1949 
.d. Ploco ol Death p.d Whitman Co. , WJ\ 

Paul Herman Walker 
2 .-----------------~--~--~ {fother ol No. I) 

b. 18 July 1895 
p.b. Washington Co. , TN 

Chart #1 

16 John Walker 
!i). ca 1796 (F•thuo1No,8, 

Cont. on <harl No. ----) 
a Henry Martin Walker m. ~4 : :Nov 1824· Wash~'Co. ,TN 
~.~~~~~~~~~F~.a~.h~ •• ~oi~N .. ~4l---~~·. by 12 Feb 1863 
b. 4 Sept 1833 17 Lucretia {Creasy) Martin 

b Washington Co. , TN (Mother o1 No. a, 
p. • b, ca 1804 Cont. M chart No, ---1 

(2) 22 Mar 1866 m. d. before 14 Dec 1865 
d. 17 Feb 1918 
p.d washington co. , TN is Thomas Bacon 

\:

. 1 Nov 1793 
m. 15 Dec 182.?._ 
d 5 Sept 1871 

(Foth<r ol No. 9, 

g 'Amanda Jane Bacon 
(Mother ol No. 4) 

b. 18 Mar 1844 
p.b. Washington Co., TN 

d. 22 Jan 1908 
Washington Co., TN p.d 

10 Sarah (Sally) 

b. 15 Aug 1805 
d. 15 Dec 1871 

c .... M chart No. ··---) 

Barron 
(Mother ol No. 9, 
Cone. on charl No. ___ ....) 

20 John Sherfey 
b. ca 1819 (F"'"" o1 No. io, 

m. 17 March 1923 
d. 13 Oct 1941 
p.d Ada Co., ID 

lO William A. Sherfey m. 17 Jan 1839 
l:Mt. on chort No.: .---) · 

(I' other ol No. S) 

b. 3 Apr 1840 
Washington Co., TN p.b. 

d. 1840-1845 
21 Susan Ernaline Hale 

(Mother ol No. 10, 
Cont. on dta rt No. ----- _ ) sl Minnie Anna Sherfey 8 Mar 1862 

b. ca 1821 

d. L---------,(""M'"'ot.,-he-r""'ot'""'N.,..o.-:2""") ---1m. 

b. 22 June 1875 d. 
31 ~~n 1898 

TN 22 Samuel Garst (MOther of 
p.b. Washington Co. , TN p.d was ~ngton Co. , ~b. 3 Nov 1810 trKDUCDI No. •.• ., 

c-ont. Oft charl No •• -*'-- ) 
d. 16 June 1909 11 Lydia A. Garst m. 13 Feb 1837 
p.d. Whitman Co., WA ·-~M-ot'""h-er_oi_,..N-o.....,..S)- d, 28 Oct 1876 

b. 7 Sept 1837 ~~~h Peff~l~e~y--~~---

JEAN LAREE WALKER 
----....,..,-----~ 

b. 21 Jan 1928 
p.b. Idaho Co. , ID 
m. 21 Sept 1944 

d. 
p.d. 

3 

0 John Andrew Waymire 

Rub 

b. 

p.b. 

d. 
p.d. 

(I' ather ol No. 3) 
b, 9 Jan 1853 
p,b. Polk Co. , OR 

m. (2) 22 Aug 1880 
d. 19 July 1928 
p.d Idaho Co., ID 

Frances Wa mire 
(Mother ol No, I) 

· 13 Feb 1903 
Idaho Co., ID 

3 Dec 1971 

Ada Co., ID 

7 Jennie C. Peterson-Palmehn 

b. 
p.b. 
d. 

7 . Mar 186~other ol No.3) 

Washington Co., MN " 

13 Oct 1959 
p.d. Nez Perce Co. , ID 

MilQS M Matthews 
(S(lO'IS< ol Nn. I) 

b. 14 Oct 1925 d. 
p.h.Jewell Co. , KS p.d. 

p.'l. Roanoke Co. , VA (M~th.r.,. N~. 11, 
b. 22 June 1808 c.:""'·"" doort No.---> 

d. 23 May 1908 d. 5 Dec 1884 
p.d. Washington co. , TN 

12 John Abram Waymire 

24 Andrew Waymirec;__ _____ _ 
b. Ca 1780 (Fothel' ol No. 12, 

Cont. on t·har1 No • ... .. ---) 
m. 20 May 1805 
1. 13 Apr 1841 
Easter Kennedy 

25L-------------~----~~
(~Iolher ol No, 11, 

b. ca 1785 Cont. on ..:hart No.----) 

d. 27 Oct 1828 

p.d Polk Co, , OR .-j26 b. 
13 Clarissa Hulda Albro m. 

(Mucher o1 No. 6 

b. 11 Feb 1822 · 
--------------------~~---p,b •. New York (?) (Moth .. or No. 13, 

(Folh"r ol No, 13, 
Cont. on chart No . . ... -l 

d, 14 Sept 1869 b, Coni. on chorl No._ ·-! 

p.d. Polk Co. , OR d. 

14 . Peter Peterson-Palmehn 
(Facher ol No. 7) 

1.>. 21 Nov 1831 

p.b. Sweden 

m. 
d. 9 May 1874 

p.d Polk Co., OR 

Helena C. Sund-Nelson 
(Mother of No. 7) 

b. 23 Mar 1838 

p.b. Stockholm,Sweden 

d. 17 June 1919 

P 1~1,, Walla Walla Co .. 

28L ·----~~-, .-,h-cr-uiNo. ·l-f.- ·-- · ·· 
Cont. on chi rl No. _ - -·- _) 

20. ----~~~ 
(Mvlhcr ol No. 14, 

b. c;oul. on ch.rl Nu. _) 

d, 

30 
1.>, (F11h~r of No. lS, 

Coni. on chut No. 
m, ·.-;,~ 

d. 
31 

(~1olh~r of No. IS, 
Coni. on chart N,. - - · . ·- · .) b. -124-

d, 
W1\ 
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~ ~arne oC CompHer JEAN WALKER MATI'HEWS-

,\ddress 11438 Seabrook Way 

City, state Cypress, CA 90630 

·Date ____ A..:.p_r_i..:1:_:8:..!_,~1:.:::9~8~8:_ ___ _ 

41~?~?~G~E~O~R~G~E~M~IC~H~AE~L~E~L~LE~·gR ___ I 
ca 1720-172~athoro1No.2) 

b. 
p.b. Germany 

b. Ottt ol Dlrth 

(l'llhc!r ol No.4) 

Chart #2 

16 
~b~.--------------~(~F~•t~ht~r~ei~N"-o~.~.-------

17 F """· -....... ___, 
b. 
d. 

(Mother 0/ N"' 1 
Cont. on chert N:,_ ---I 

18 ~----------;;;:::=-:;::--=----
~. (Fathc:r ol No.9 

p.b. Plect e1 Dlrth m. 
m. Date ol Merril&e 
d, Colt el Ototh d. before 25 Aug 1778 '--------(;;r.;il~-.r.:--7.-_Jm. (Mothtr ot No. 4) 

CO<II. ""chart No. ··--I 

d. 

19,~---------:-:::;::::--:-:-:---:----
p.d. Plaet ot Ototh 

p.d Frederick co. 1 MD 

2 JACOB ELLI;:R 

b. ca 17 58;..17G'()'""r., No. II 

p.b. 

b. (Mothc:r ol No. 9 
Cont. on (hert N;,. ----l 

d. 

20~--------~~~------b. (Forhor e1 N"' JP 

m. 
d. May-Oct 1830 

p.d Botetourt co VA 
r----:------;r.:iij;;;:-;;n;;;:<r---J"'· (Father ol No. ~I d. 

Coni. Oft cllart ..,;., . _ ·- ··) 

b. 
p.b. 

sl Anna Marie/ • I I 

b. 
p.b. 

d. 
p.d. 

SUSANNAH _I;.IJ&R. 

.. 

ca i827 

0 

b. 

p,b, 

Ill, 

d. 

p,d 

3 Mag da1ene 

b. 
p.b. 

d. 
p.d. 

(McKhcr o1 No. 2) 

------

(l'llhcr of No. 3) 

? 
(Mo<hcr o( No. I) 

12 

13 

14 

(Mo<hor o1 No. J) 
7 :-----u;;;;;;;::::-:;;-;-;--::--_J 

b. 
p.b. 

d. 
p.d. 

15 

FREDERICK GARST II 
(Spoute ol No. I) 

b. d. 
p.b. p.d. 

b. 

p.b. 

m. 
d. 
p,d 

b. 

p.b. 

d. 

p.d. 

b. 
p.b. 

m. 

d •. 

p.d 

b. 

p.b. 

d. 
nrl 
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(Fothor el No. 61 

(Mother ol No. 6) 

(f.-ather ot No. 1) 

21 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

·------
b. 
d. 

b. 
d. 

~--

m. 
I, 

b. 
d. 

6. 
m. 

~. 

b. 
d. 

(~IUII~<:r ol No. 10, 
<:0011. on <hen N"' ·--·I 

~llhor of No. 11, -
0011, on chan No, __ I 

(Foth<r of No. 12 
Cont. on chart No'.·-·---) 

(Motht:r CJ( No. 12, 
Cont. on l:hert No. · ·----) 

(l'othc!r of No. 13, 
Cont. on chert No . . .. --I 

(Mothtr ol No. 13 
Cont. on chart NO: _ 

..L __ _ 
b ----~(M~cK~h~o-r~oi~N~o-.-•• ------

(FIIher o( No. 14 ·-
Cont. on chart N;. ___ ) 

• Con~. On chert No: 
__ , 

d. 

30 •t:':-----------...,-;;:==--=---6· (Foth<!r ol No. IS 
Cone. on chtrl NC:. . __ ___J 

-;u.~::-:7-:-:-~----l m. 
(Mother o1 No. 7) d, 

31 __________ ~~~~~-
b (~lothtr o1 No. IS, 

• Cot~. oo chert No. ... . __ _ ) 

d. 



ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS TO JAMES W. HOOK: GEORGE MICHAEL 
ELLER AND DESCENDENTS OF HIS IN AMERICA, 1957 

GALE E.S. HONEYMAN, 470 Grove #2, San Francisco, CA 94102 

p. 42 <3-2) JOSEPH ELLER 1612-26; 26 Jun 1693 m. Miami Co., 
OH, Sarah Friend, 1 Mar 1614, Miami Co.,OH - 17 Aug.1894, 
d/o Jesse Sr. ~2nd wife, Susanna <Hoover). They resided in 
Union Twp., Miami Co., OH <1850 census) and moved to Union 
Twp., Delaware Co., IN prior to 1860 where they passed their 
lives. They were survived by 8 of their 12 children. History 
of the Mississinewa Church of the Brethern, by Ralph G. 
Rarick, pp. 206-7, "Susanna <Hoover> Friend Younce was a 2nd 
Great Aunt of Ex-President Herbert Hoover." 

p. 42 <3-3> JACOB ELLER 1818-1894; m. Elizabeth 1826-1903 
<no marriage record found>, Riverside Cemetery, West Milton, 
OH. <Dates from their markers.> He was a grocer in West 
Milton. Three known childrJen: WARREN, EVE <single>, GERTRUDE 
m. Albert Coil ins. . - ' 

p.43 <4> WILLIAM ELLER m. Elizabeth Friend, a sister of 
Sarah. 

<4-1> ESTHER EMELINE ELLER, 15 Aug 1844- 19 Aug 1913; m. 
28 Dec 1866 Miami Co.,OH, Eli Honeyman, 1 Dec 1828,- 26 Nov 
1890, s/o Benjamin ~ lst/w Mary <Knife), lived Union Twp., 
Miami Co., OH, Honeyman Cemetary near Nashville, OH. 

(4-2> SAR~H ELLER, 1847-1924, m. Miami Co., OH, Davis 
Pearson 1847-1915, s/o Moses ~Margaret <Pearson>. 

<4-3> SUSAN CAROLINE ELLER, 1849-1894, m. Andrew V. 
Robbins 1848-1895, Wheelock Ceme., Nashville; OH. 

<4-4> LAMBERT ELLER, m. Miami Co., OH Emma Beard, 18 Sep. 
1857- 5 Dec. 1885, d/o Emanuel Johnson ~Sarah <Thompson>, 
Wheelock Cemetery, Nashville, OH. 

p.44 <5> MARTIN ELLER, incorrectly 
here given is for Martin s/o Henry 
Eller Chronicles, Vol. II No. 2, 
Daniel ~ Elizabeth <Siler> Eller, 
Vol. II No. 2,p. 64.> 

identified. The record 
~ Mary Ann <Cable> <The 
p. 66> and Grandson of 

<The Eller Chronicles, 

p. 44 / (6) ENOCK ELLER <Enos is 
Mary Gump, c1831, Miami Co., OH, 
<Studebaker>; 1 ived Delaware Co., 

incorrect> m. 30 Jul 1867 
d/o John Jacob~ Elizabeth 
IN, where they likely wed. 

p. 45 <7> PHILIP ELLER, c1822, m. Elsie < Michael or 
Baumgardner) c1825, 1 ived Penn Twp., St Joseph Co., IN where 
1850 census lists SARAH b. c1844, HIRAM b. 1846. 

p. 45 <8> ELIZABETH ELLER, c1827, m. Miami Co., OH, Isaac 
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-~ Powell. The 1850 cenus of Union Twp., Miami Co., OH shows 
John's widow, Sarah <Burket> Eller age 58 N.C., Enock 24 OH, 
Elizabeth 23 OH, and Melinda 11, OH, the latter likely a 
g.daughter. Sarah was a dau. of Joseph Burket Sr. of Ashe 
Co., N.C. and later Miami Co., OH. 

p. 50 <5> SARAH ELLER, c1795- 16 Nov 1821, m. Joseph Burkit 
Jr., c1793/4, Ashe Co., N.C.- 4 Mar 1851, Darke Co., OH. 
S/o Joseph Sr. Joseph Burkit Jr. m. 2nd 16 Jul 1822 Miami 
Co., OH, Susannah Hittle. He and 2nd/w West Branch Church of 
the Brethern Ceme., Darke Co., OH. Issue by Sarah in correct 
order. 

~ <5-1> ELIZABETH, 8 Jan 1815-8 Apr 1860, m. 1 Nov 1833, 
Miami Co., OH, Moses Wise Sr. 18 Jun 1813-24 Nov ~897, s/o 
Jacob Sr. & lst/w <?Sally), she bur. Wise Ceme.in Newberry 
Twp., Miami to., OH & he bur. Harris Creek Ceme. nr. 
Bradford, OH. <Note, GH: I am concerned about the mention by 
Hook that Moses received a share for two children. If this 
is correct, Elizabe~h did not survive her grandfather, 
Leonard Eller, and the dates given are then for a second 
wife of Moses, although no such marriage record is found. we 
know the two eldest of his 14 children were Susanna 
1835-1882 w/o Moses Hollinger & Mary c1837-pre1873 w/o Isaac 
Smith.> 

(5-2> JOHN BURKIT, 
Mary A. Schofield. 

c1818, m. 14 Mar 1839 Miami Co., OH, 

(5-3) REBECCA BURKIT, c1818-c1840, m. 11 Nov 1837 Miami 
Co., OH, Adam Hittle, c1815-8-c1876,s/o Nicholas Sr. & lst/w 
Eva Ann <Boyer>, lived Miami Co., OH. 

<5-4) LEVI BURKIT 10 Feb 1820-23 May 1881m m. <1st> 10 
Dec. 1837 Miami Co., OH, Catherine Burns 14 Jun 1817- 5 Sep 
1864, d/o Daniel & Eva <Hittle>; m. <2nd) 11 Apr 1865 Darke 
Co., OH, Fannie <--?--?>Grosvenor, 29 Dec 1935-28 Apr 1870; 
m. <3rd) Dilly <Mote> Baker 1825-1909, d/o Enock & Catherine 
<Burkit), lived Darke Co., OH where he bur. Clark's Station 
Ceme., Fannie bur. Mt Zion Ceme, Dilly bur. Ft. Jefferson 
Ceme. 

RECORDS FROM ESTATE OF LATE MISS MARY HELEN PEMBERTON 

Submitted by Gale E.S. Honeyman (address above) who inherit
ed the records: REVOLUTIONARY WAR PENSION RECORD from 
National Archives, Washington, D.C. - JOHN McKOR <Melchoir) 
ELLER# S-6819. While residing in Rowan Co., N.C. enlisted 
in 1780 serving 3 months under Capt. R ~ chard Graham's N.C. 
Company, discharged 24 Mar 1780. Also se r ved 3 months ;under 
Capt. David Caldwel 1, 10 days under Peter Faust helping to 
build fort on the Yadkin River. He captured a deserter, 
Daniel Redmond, from the Continental Line of N.C. delivering 
him to Capt. George Doherty for which he was exempt for a 3 
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month term. 3 month term under Livingston's Brigade which 
camped at Frohocks Mill 10 Aug 1781. A widower, his pension 
allowed 9 Apr 1833 at which time he was 77 and living in 
Rowan Co. Abraham Ary & Christian Kesler made out an affid
avit substantiating his age. 

<Eds. note: The above agrees substantially with photocopies 
of the Records from the National Archives provided by 
Charlotte Eller Marshall, 605 S.E. Park Ave., Corvallis OR, 
97333. John Melchior Eller was one of three Rowan Co. N.C. 
Ellers who fought in the Revolutionary War. The other two 
were brothers, John and Joseph Eller, sons at immigrant 
Jacob Eller. J.W. Hook thought John Melchior was also a son 
of ~his Jacob Eller but researchers in Rowan Co. now assign 
him as a son of immigrant Melchior Eller who married his 
first cousin, Susanna, daughter of immigrant Jacob Eller. 
The record~ of service of John and Joseph Eller in the 
Revolutionary War will be published at a later date.> 

Continuing from the . Pemberton records as copied by Mr. 
Honeyman: A note typed 23 Oct 1957 by Terese Rechmack, 
secretary to Mr. Hook, reporting James W. Hook's death 21 
Oct. 1957. Another letter dated 1 Oct 1973 by Mae R. Hayes, 
Rt. 4 Box 663, North Wi 1 kesboro, N.C. 28659 saying her 
husband descended from Peter Eller Jr. thro' Susanna w/o 
David McGlamery, their Dau. Nancy Caroline w/o Walter 
Robinson, their dau. Mary w/o Wi 11 iam Jasper Hayes & their 
son R. Duff, the writer's father-in-law and Peter Jr. thro' 
dau. Katherine w/o Abraham Edward Nichols, their son William 
Berry h/o Cynthia Roberson, their son David Vance h/o Sarah 
Julia ·Bumgarner, their dau. Bessie w/o R. Duff Hayes. 

<Eds. Mr. Honeyman ends with the statement that," Miss 
Pemberton was a professional researcher."> 

* * * * * 
CORRECTION, THE ELLER CHRONICLES, VOL. II, NO. 2, p. 64: 
(5) should read- Jacob (c 1764- 1831) m. Eva Margaret Williard b. 27 
Aug. 1765 (Date from her folk's Bible) d/o Johann Elias & Rosina (Gump) 



CDSUS UCOilDS 

Submitted by Kathy Schoen, P.O. Box 162, Connell, WA 99326: 

1860 Sullivan Co., MO 

Milas Twp. 880/880 JOHB ELLER 41 farmer & carpenter 5000/540 NC 
Ecdney? P. 45 TN 

1860 Macon Co., MO 

East Independence 
1283/1283 

1860 Ralls Co., MO 
Hannibal 5th Ward 

160/ 181 

Sarah E. 14 IL 
Martha E. 12 IL 
James F. 7 MO 
Marcus L. 4 MO 
Louisa P. 1 MO 

THOMAS G. ELLER 24 farmer 3000/200 IN 
Sarah H. 19 MO 
William L/T 5 Mo. MO 

GEORGE ELLER 40 laborer MO 
Mary 15 MO 
Harry 12 MO 
Anna 6 MO 

1870 Putnam Co., IN 
Greencastle 

591/633 

1860 Owen Co., IN 
Clay Twp. 541/531 

1870 Owen Co., IN 
Clay Twp. 

97/85 

1880 Owen Co., IN 
Montgomery Twp. 

116/117 

SARAH ELLER 72 NC living with Catherine Boyd 49 NC 
and her son Franklin Boyd, Jr. age 9 IN 

JAS. ELLER 39 farmer 2000/1000 KY 
Faraba 39 IN 
Jonathan W. 18 IN; Jas. R. 16 IN; Lucinda J. 15 IN; 
Harrison 11 IN; Mary E. 10 IN; Martha 3 IN; Emmah 1 IN 

HEIRY ELLER 57 farmer 3600/1800 KY 
Faraby 47 MD 
Mary E. 20 IN; Joseph 18 IN; Martha 13 IN; Emma 11 IN; 
Clara 6 IN; Charley6 IN 

FRANCIS ELLER 50 Minister Epis. Methodist KY-VA-v~· 
Elizabeth B. 57 IN-KY-KY 
Mattie E. 22 IN 
Girtie 4 

1880 Montgomer Co., IL 
Hillsboro 28/32 N.A. ELLER 29 Farmer NC-NC-NC 

N.C. 24 IL-NC-NC; W.A. male 15 IL-NC-NC; J.W. McAdams 
29 farmer IL-KY-TN; N.C. Eller 2 months IL-NC-IL 
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Eller Census Records Cont'd 
1850 Hamilton Co., IN 
Delaware Twp. 

72/73 

92/93 

95/96 

ABSALOM ELLER 35 farmer 1500 OH 
Elizabeth 30 IN; Joseph 11 In; John 9 IN; Fern
ando 6 IN; Absalom Jr. 4 IN 

HARVEY ELLER 29 farmer 700 OH 
Lutitia 26 IN; Salinda Jane 17 IN; Rachel 14 IN; 
Clarinda 2 IN 

GEORGE ELLER 26 farmer 600 OH 
Lucinda 21 IN; Laura 2 IN 

** STIPP was surname of wives of Harvey and George Eller 

94/95 

95/96 

Jackson Twp. 
108 

1820 Hamilton Co., OH 
Cincinnati Ward 1 

1850 Hamilto~ Co. OH 

HENRY ELLER 28 farmer 700 OH 
Sarah Ann (Heady) 27 IN; Joseph 6 IN; Mary Jane 5 
IN; Hannah Ann 4 IN; Lutitia 4 IN; John W. 1 IN 

JOSEPH ELLER 59 farmer 300 NC 
Rachel (Casey) 58 GA; Jacob 20 IN; Elizabeth 18 
IN; Salinda 16 IN 

ANDREW ELLER 31 farmer 400 VA 
Elizabeth 34 PA; Henry 8 IN; Mary M. 7 IN; Sarah 
5 IN; Peter 4 IN; Lydia 1 IN 

SIMON ELLER- 1 male -10; 1 male 26-45; 2 females 
-10' 1 femal~ 26-45 
(did not find 1830 census) 

Dist 4 61/70 ELIAS ELLER 49 farmer 2000 MD 

1850 Wayne Co.,IN 
Jackson Twp. 

67/67 

1850 Marion Co., IN 
Lawrence Twp. 

303/303 

Mary 37 VA; William 17 VA; Abram 15 VA; Elizabeth 
F/T 13 VA; E.H. female 10 Mo.; M.J. 8 female MO; 
Mary A. 6 MO: S.V. female 3 MO; G.E. Male 1 MO 

AARON ELLER 40 farmer 1200 VA 
Hannah 41 VA; Hannah 18 OH; Ephriam 15 OH Susannah 
12 OH; Jacob 10 OH; Christiana 7 IN; Eliza 4 IN; 
Aaron 1 IN 
** dau. Susannah m. Nathanie Burkit Jr. 

ANDREW ELLER 42 farmer 1600 OH 
Mary A. (Flannigan) 25 OH; Elizabeth 18 IN; Nancy 
17 IN; Thomas 13 IN; Isabel 12 IN; David 11 IN; 
Martha 10 IN; Andrew 7 IN; Christopher 3 IN 
** Christopher m. 14 jul 1878 Susannah Todd b. 1840 
IN d/o Samuel Todd and Elizabeth Todd (see same cen
sus house 650) 
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Eller Census Records Cont'd 

1870 Vigo Co., IN 
Sugar Creek Twp. 

190/190 

48/46 

DAVID ELLER, Sr. 41 farm laborer NC 
Annie 31 NC; William 18 NC; Elzie 16 NC; Freeland 13 NC; 
Alpha J. 10 IN; David J. 5 IN; Hansford 2 IN; Anne 3 mo. 
IN 

ELYRE ELLER 18 farm laborer IN 

1870 Sullivan Co., IN 
Sullivan Twp. 

140/144 WILLIAM ELLER 40 engineer IN 
Margaret 30 IN; Nancy 14 IN; John 10 IN: William 9 IN; 
Charles 1 IN; Mary 6 IN; Anne 8 IN 

1850 Miami Co., Ohio 
Newberry Twp. · 

1160 JOHR ELLER 26 farmer 1000 OH 
Anna 24 OH; David 4 OH 

1152/1373 

1436/1445 

Union Twp. 
2047/2048 

MATILDA ELLER 50 OH 
Peter Moss 20 OH; Jacob and Andrew Moss 19 (twins) OH; 
Barbara Eller 22 OH 

JOSEPH ELLER 41 farmer 1500 PA 
Barbara 38 OH; Henry 14 OH; Susannah Frame 78 PA lives 
in house but numbered 1446 on census. 

SARAH ELLER 58 2000 NC 
Enoch 24 OH; Elizabeth 23 OH; Melinda 11 OH 

** this family I identify as widow of John Eller s/o Leonard as is fol
lowing William Eller 

2052/2054 

2068/2070 

Milton Twp. 
2396/2399 

2643/2446 

1850 Green Co., IN 
Beech Creek 

715/717 

722/722 

781/783 

WILLIAM ELLER 31 farmer OH; Elizabeth 31 OH; Esther E. 
5 OH; Sarah M. 4 OH; Susan G. 2 OH; Lambert 5 mo. OH 

JOSEPH ELLER 38 farmer 250 OH (son of John ?Eller) 
Sarah (Friend) 31 OH; Henry 12 OH; Susannah 11 OH; Wli
zabeth 9 OH; Rebecca 4 OH; John 2 OH 

JACOB ELLER 34 shoemaker 300 OH 
Elizabeth 28 OH; Rebecca Sherer 23 OH 

HENRY ELLER 23 farmer OH 
Mary 23 OH; William 2 OH; Jane May 1850 

JACOB ELLER 19 Farmer NC 
Delila 18 IN; Nancy June 1850 

PETER ELLER (ocpt?) 43 Farmer 600 NC 
Sarah 42 NC; Luke 18 NC; David 15 NC; Nancy 13 IN; 
Amanda 11 IN; Sarah 9 IN; Marinda 5 IN; Mar~ June 18-
50 IN 

JACOB ELLER 20 Farmer NC 
Delila 19 IN 
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Eller Census records cont'd 

767/767 

7 74/774 

DAVID ELLER 44 farmer 800 NC 
Lucinda (Reddick, widow of David Cothran) 42 KY 
David 24 IN; Maria 22 IN; William 19 IN; James 14 IN; 
Andrew 11 IN; Louisa 9 IN; Joshua 2 IN 

** David age 24 is not an Eller, he is son of David 
Cothran; he was over 1 year of age when his father 
died and his mother, Lucinda, m. David Eller. 

HIBAK ELLER 30 farmer IN 
Nancy 30 IN; George 6 IN; Mary 4 IN 

Marion Co., IN census results are in J.W. Hook: GEORGE MICHAEL ELLER 
AND DESCENDENTS OF HIS IN AMERICA, 1957. 

Submitted by G~le E.S. Honeyman, 470 Grove #2, San Francisco, . CA 94102 

1860 Jefferson Co., IA 
Loucas Grove Twp. 

354 DAVID ELLER 64 NC farmer 5000 
Mary 37 IN; Elvira 17 IA; David 15 IA: Alice 11 IA 

355 JOHB ELLER 28 farmer 800 IN 
Mary 26 NC; Elijah Edwards 2 IA 

* * * * * 
MAIUtiAGE RECORDS 

* 

Submitted by Gale E.S. Honeyman, 470 Grove #2, San Francisco, CA 94102 

Grayson Co. VA Marriage Licences: 

FREDERICK ELLER & MARTHA LONG 2 Jun 1795 

ELIZABETH ELLER & DANIEL SHULER 17 Dec 1818 

CATHEKIRE ELLER & BALSER RRUNER 16 Nov 1823 

POLLY ELLER & ALEXANDER PAINTER 21 Sep 1831 
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The DEUTSCHER BIOGRAPHISCHER INDEX <a German Who's Who> 
lists seven with the surname of ELLER: 

1. ELLER, ANDREAS (born 1800), physician- Jack 2- 277,319. 

2. ELLER, ELIAS <b. 1680, d. 1750),manufacturer, founder of 
sect ABO, Jocher/Adelung, Hirsching - 277,320-322. 

3. ELLER, GEORG AUGUST (b. 1816>, physician- Alberti 1, 
Alberti 2 - 277, 323 -324 

4. Eller, Johann Theodor <b. 1689, d. 1760>, physician ABO, 
Gotten, Jocher/Adelung, Denina, Hirsching, Meuse!: author 
Schmidt - 277, 325 -337. 

5. ELLER, LUDWIG <LOUIS> Cb. ca 1825, d. 1862>, violinist, 
composer- Wurzback- 277,338-340. 

6. ELLER, WOLFGANG ERNST von <d. 1680>, privy councillor of 
war - Konig - k277,341-342. 

7. ELLER-ELBERSTEIN, BARON <LORD> von Cd. 1834>, Lieutenant 
Colonel - Neuer Nekr. - 277,343. 

The following short biographical sketches of each of the 
above come from DEUTSCHES BIOGRAPHISCHER ARCHIV: 

ELLER, ANDREAS, b. 8 Sept. 1800 in Kaltenbrunn, legitimate 
son of farmer and owner of farm stead, J.E., brought up by 
maternal grandfather Reichenbecker, an excellent therapist 
for fractures of the leg, instructed by the local clergyman 
in German and Latin language, <1816-17>, Two and one half 
years at the country medical school there, then for 3 years 
Philosophy and Medicine at Erlangen, during the winter of 
1822-23, at Wurzaburg for clinical and surgical studies, 
during the summer of 1823 yet another one-half year at the 
school for surgery there, appointed surgeon first class at 
Kaltenbrunn, at the same time diligently studying Latin and 
Graeek classics, 1830-31, after taking public exam, 
graduated from Gymnasium of Munnerstadt, during summer of 31 
again frequenter of clinic of Wurzburg, after oral and 
written public exam Doctor of Medicine in 1831, under 
guidance of Physikats (faculty> medical practical training 
at Kaltenbrunn in 1832-33, fall 1833 passed examinataion 
with honor in Munchen, consequently employed to practice all 
branches of Medicine, Surgery and Obstetrics in Kaltenbrunn. 

1> Thesis medical, surgical and obstretical. Wire, 1831.8. 
2> About regeneration of new bone substance following 

wounds, fractures, gangrene (bone atrophy> and bone 
b~rns. Wire 32.8. 

Jack Heinrich Joachim: Second pantheon of Bamberg's 
literates and artists. 2. Edition 1844. 

* * * * * 
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ELLER, ELIAS, manufacturer, founder of sect, d. 1750 <ADB 
V1, 50, an illusionist and Mayor of Ronsdorf in the duchy of 
Berg, was born there in 1690, learned ribbon weaving and 
worked in Ellerfeld, because of his slyness acquired such 
high reputation that the King of Prussia then appointed him 
agent of the protestant churches in Julich and Berg, but the 
electoral prince of the Palatinate appointed him first Mayor 
of the newly founded city of Ronsdorf. Prior to this, around 
1726, he already had founded the well known Ronsdorf sect 
of. • • which Eller regarded. as Christianity and he 
possessed a number of divine revelations. See HOROR OF 
DEVASTATION AT SACRED PLACE, or . SECRETS OF EVIL of the 
Ronsdorf sect. Frankfurt and Leipzig, 1750, 4. Eller died 
on 16th May 1750. Schmersahls recently deceased 
Gel. (scholars) Volume 2, page 378. 

Jocher, Christian Gotlieb: General encyclopedia of scholars. 
Continuations and supplements of J.C. Adelung. Volume 2. 
1787. 

Hirsching, Friedrich Carl Gottlob: 
reference book. Volume 2. 1795. 

Historical-literary 

ELLER,GEORG AUGUST, b. 1816 in Gluckstadt, studied medicine, 
received doctorate of medicine at Kiel in 1840, was general 
practitioner in Kaltenkirchen and became physician in Husum 
in 1865. 

Alberti, Eduard:Encyclopedia o4 Schleswig-Holstein-Lauenburg 
and Eutinischen Authors from 1829 to mid-1866- 1. section 
(1867) 

ELLER, JOHANN THEODOR, Doctor of Medicine, court councellor 
and first personal physician. Director of the Berlin 
Medical College for Surgery, also member of the Royal 
Academy of Science there. Was born in 1689 in Pleskau, 
Anhalt - Bernburg area, became first personal physician in 
1735 and Councellor and Director of the College of Medicine 
in 1755. He died on 13 Sept. 1760. His writings on medical 
subjects extensive. 

ELLER, LUDWIG <LOUIS> Violin virtuoso and composer, born in 
Graz around 1825. Developed his significant talent early, 
went on concert tours to perfect his talent and also be 
heard publically; his first journey was to the south of 
France, also his second trip in 1850 took him to Paris in 
fact. There he performed before private circles at first, 
but later, after he gained favorable publicity he performed 
at La Salle on Nov. 15 of the same year, where the top music 
experts of , Paris were among the audience. His success was 
dazzling. Now he went to Toulouse, Pau, Grenoble, ' and in 
Dec. '1851 he was in the capital of Spain. There he spent the 
winter of 1851 and '52 and gave brilliant concerts. From 
Madrid he journeyed to Saragossa, Barcelona and then 
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accepted a,, invitation from the Dutchess ol Montpensier to 
come to Seville, where on Aug. 25, 1852 he gave a brillant 
concert in which Gottschalk also played a part. In Sept. of 
the same year he arrived at Lisbon, played before the Queen 
and celebrated the same successes. Beginning in Dec. the 
same year he returned to France and from that time on he 
stayed in Paris a great deal or visited his home country 
while on concert tours through Germany. An excellent 
virtuoso, particula~ily his double-stop, and because of the 
power and depth of his play, he was also successful as a 
composer. Of his own compositions he presented PHANTASY 
ABOUT THE ABC by Mozart; - variatiqns of GOD SAVE THE QUEEN; 
VALSE DIABOLIQUE, and his favorite, AIRS STYRIENS which he 
eresented as delightfully as his Spanish melodies. He died 
at Pau in the Pyrenees on 12 July 1862 after many years of 
suffering. 

Lek Constitutionnel <Paris paper) 21 Nov. 1850 
El Heraldo <Madrid Paper) 30 Dec 1851 
Revue Lusitanienne <Lisbon Paper> 5 Oct. 1852 
Bote fur Tyrol and Vorarlberg <Innsbruck Paper> 1856, 
Nr. 189, page 1035 
Wurzback, Constant v.: Biographicaol Encyclopedia of the 
Austrian Empire t. 4 1858. 

ELLER, WOLFGANG ERNST vo~, Privy Counsellor of War, General 
Staff Officer, Colonel in charge of two regiments, Governor 
of fortresses Minden and Sparenberg, District Bailiff of the 
County Ravensberg, heir to Lobach, Bustedt and Kaltenhof. 

He was born in the Minden area where his parents, Jobst 
Herrman von Eller, heir td Lobach, and Dorothea von Wulffen, 
resided on their properties. By 1649 he already was Captain 
of Cavalry, arrived in Berlin in Oct. of the same year along 
with Colonel Joseph von Kahle~, accompanied by six cavalry 
companies from the Cleveschen region and with them escorted 
the Electoral Princess via Kustrin to Prussia. In 1656 he 
was present during the 3 day battle at Warschau, and in 
1658, while on the march to the Holstein region, the 
Electoral Prince of Husum appointed him Major-General on the 
8th of Oct. 1658. On 20 Feb. 1676 orders were sent to the 
Minden government stating that Major-General von Eller has a 
seat and a vote in the Minden government and will represent 
the interests of the Electoral Prince concerning military, 
state and civilian matters. He died at Pyrmont in August 
1680, and he had been married to Juliane Charlotte von 
Kalthun, called Leuchtmar, future stewardess to Princess von 
Radzivil, several children were born to them. 

Konig, Anton Balthasar: Biographical Encyclopedia of All 
Heros and Military Persons in the Prussian Service. Vol. 1, 
1788. 

ELLER-EBERSTEIN, BARON von, Prussian Lieutenant Colonel a. 
D., Knight of the Iron Cross and various other medals. died 
Feb. 1834 at Pr. Minden. 
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"This lovely, vivacious, and busy 
lady is the originator of the idea 
to form an Eller Family Association 

: and recruited us to the cause. Her 
energy, drive and business-like 
approach is an inspiration to all 
who come to know this talented ELLER." 

- Juanita and Gerald Eller 

Charlotte Kathryn Eller Marshall: 

Born 20 March 1931, in Fort Worth, Tarrant County, Texas to 
John William Carl Eller and Lola Florence Russell Eller, the 
fifth of six children. 

Attended grade school in Otis, New Mexico and Carlsbad, New 
Mexico. · Junior High in Los Angeles, Calif. and high school 
in Cottage Grove, Oregon. 

Spent early adult life rearing 4 children, Rebecca, Kenneth, 
Bob and Ginny. Lived in Cottage Grove, Redmond and Ontario, 
Oregon before moving to Boise, Idaho for a period of 5 
years, then back to Oregon. 

In 1964 started work as a beginning bookkeeper for a small, 
independent bank, advancing over the years to Executive Sec
retary, Operations Officer and Accounting Supervisor. Left 
the work force to enjoy traveling with husband Jack, in his 
travels as a bank examiner. 

Interests and hobbies: Quilt making, needlework, gardening 
and flowers, genealogy. 

Activities: Spend time 6n genealog~, Eller Family Assoc. 
correspondence, . sew, crochet, knit, do Brazilian Embroidery, 
an avid reader, volunteer 5 to ·10 hours a week on a 24 hour 
crisis hotline, attend adult education courses and enjoy 6 
grandchildren. 

Unfulfilled dream; attend college to study anthropology and 
archeology. 

Dream come true: Helping organize the Eller Family Associ
ation. This has been one of the most rewarding experiences 
of my life. 
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rl~tM e~a't( 
Name or compiler Charlotte Eller Marshall 

~ -· 16 Jacob Eller 
Address 605 SE Park 18 2 2 -No • ~-~~~ao;t ~o. ---l 
City, State Corvallis, OR 97333 

8_ James J:.ac_Ql;t. -:-EJl..~.r · f~9~~Aa~~~4co. TN 
Date ___________ _ b 4 Oct. 184~· athcr ol No. Nancy Moss Wood 

p:b. Smith Co. TN 
17 

1819-- ~!:~:~:~h~;;~~- --- - > 
4 William Henr ca 1868/1869 b. 1880 
.---2~:!:..:!:.~~~~~:-h -"'or~L':2c-----l m. 14 May 1916 cl. (Fat er No. ) d. 
b. 24 Sept. 1869 Cleburne, Johnson T)io ,-------L?__,.G~aulden 

~. Dot• ol Birth 
p.b, Ploco or Dlrth m. ca 1893/1894 9 •Susan Gaulden n:. Cont.onchoriNo . .. __ , 

p.b. Lafayette, Macon, TN p.d ~ (fatt.erorNo.9, 

m. Dato ol Morrtac• 
d, Dolo ol Death 
p.d. Place ol Death 

d. 28 Feb. 1948 (Mothcro1No.4) d. 

P.d Los Angeles, CA 46 ; 47 19 Reb-ecca ?? 
b. ca 18 M "'-2 Ell (Mother ol No.9, 

2. Carl W.J. Eller 
p.b. Smith Co. TN b. • 11' HO lafi"el· on chart No. ___ ) 
d. ca 1888 d. 

17 Sept. ~Hg~No.l> b. p.d TN/Kentucky 20~_w_m_. Ballard 
p.b. Nashville Da:vi dso_ n I TN b. (Father or No. 10, 

Cont. on chart No. _ .. ·- .) 
m. 15 Aug. 1920 10 John Bryson Clubbs m. 
d. 26 Aug. 1958 ------- (l·•thcro!Nn.S) ct. 

p.d 'Los Angeles, CA b. 4 March 1841 21 __ E_!_!~-~b~~h Clubbs 
(Mothl·r t,f No. 10. 

p b Smith Co. I TN b. Coni. on <hart No ... ---·--) 
5 Armindia "Molly" C~ubb ~- · 5 April 1861 ct 

(Mothcro!No,l) 13 March 1922 . 
b. 21 June 1869 d. Portland sumner, T~2 _ _ R.Lchar..d_.K.___J'...o.cU.e.... ___ _ 
p.b. Smith/Sumner Co. TN p.d ' ~b. g~~~~ ·;.~.~~;~~--- > 
d. 21 Feb. 1953 11 Ellender Celina Poole m. 
p.d. Los Angeles, CA "(M;;ii~rNn. ~~ -- d. 

b. 23 __ Is a b-~-~-l_e_?_?.,..,-:--.,..,.,--:-:---
<Moth•• or No, II, 
Cont. on t h•rt No. _ _ _ ) 

Charlotte K. Eller 
p.'). 26 Feb. 1902 h. 

d. Portland, Sumner, TN ct. 
b. 20 March 1931 

Ft. Worth, Tarrant, TX p.b. 
fi-. Lidia L. Hodges He~~er ____ _ 

12 Elum Russ~.!_l _______ f (Fatho•r or No. 12, 
m. 
d. 
p.d -

e Sidne s. Russell 
(l'athcr or No. 3) 

b. 25 Aug. 1869 
p.b. Smith Co. (?) TN 
m. 8 July 1887 

Cout. on c- h1rt No. __ . - ) 

b. 30 Dec. 1a3'2 o( No. 
61 25 t~ _ __:_ ______ -;;-;-~ 

p. b. ~~~~~~;~ ~~h~~ .. ~!: . --·-· -) b. 
m. 
d. 20 April 1907 

d Willette, Macon, TN 26 p. ,;:-b-.--

d. 

?? m. 

(l · ath~r ol No. l:l. 
Coni. on C'hart No. - l 

13 
d. 29 Nov. 1935 

Grandview, Johnson, T~ p.d 

Myli?sia 

14 Aug. 
;-:------1 

1 ~r4'5' o! No. l o) d. 
27 

·--·-------- --~1otht· r- ol N;;:- -1:\,---

Lola Florence Russell 
3L-------------~~~~---(Mothor ol No, I) 

b. 18 June 1898 
p~.Willette, Macon, TN 
d. 1 3 May 1 9 55 
p.d. Cottage Grove, Lane, 

p.b. 
b. <..:ont. on rhart No. ' 

ct. 18 June 1911 
p.d. Willette, Macon, TN d. 

28 Walter 
i>:"2!:J May ¥-sB~?~.~;~~i 57.~ -~k_-

14 James Madison Clark 
OR (Foth~;:-ol No.7) 

b. 23 Dec. 1834 
Jackson Co., TN p.b. 
ca 1854 m. 

Cont. <•n ' hart No. _ . .• _) 
Ill. 

1 7 Aug. 1872 
29 #1 Rebecca Coonse 

a r'}'"An~--=s=--=c""'·ON=c-·, . .....,,...,..,,--
{ ·out. on 'h~rt No. _ __ ) b. 

d. 
7 Udora Elizabeth Clark 

b. 8 · Apri 1 18~lrer ot No. 31 

P.b. Macon/Jackson co. TN d.d Clark Cemetery, 30 -.::-:----------;-;;=:::-::;--..::--;;:---

d 
19 Jan. 1930 p. Goose Horn, Jackson JN ~;~t~c;.~,;.~;~~; . . _-J 

. 15 Frances Mas_<$r.,e"''••·rorNo.7) dm .. p.d. Grandview, Johnson, 

:fDhn .sJAAeTTJtl.ogshAlL b. 
16 

Feb. 
1834 3 --- <~101h<•.,iNo.r~. 

(Spouse of No. I) p.b. h. C0111. un . t.~rt t'l· •. _) 

b . .,..o Serf t'l~.s- ct. <1. after 1880 
o.b./'1 ;JUI\. NtvAJif. p.cl. o.<l. clark Cemetery 

d. 



THE ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION 
BY-LAWS 

ARTICLE I - MEMBERSHIP 

1. Membership in THE ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION (hereinafter 
referred to as EFA) shall be open to all persons, and 
organizations subscribing to its purposes and paying the 
annual dues. 

2. Any member may withdraw from membership by filing his/her 
resignation with the Secretary of EFA, or by nonpayment of 
dues. 

3. Any member may be removed, with or without cause, at any 
meeting by a two-thirds vote of the membership in attendance 
at a duly c~nstituted meeting. 

ARTICLE II - DUES AND MEMBERSHIP 

1. Annual dues shall be set by the Board of Directors and 
shall be payable by November 1. Membership dues shall include 
four quarterly issues of THE ELLER CHRONICLES for the following 
year. Dues of members joining during the year shall be for 
the full year, without proration. Prior issues of THE ELLER 
CHRONICLES for the current year will be mailed to new members. 
THE ELLER CHRONICLES of prior years shall be made available to 
new members at cost per copy and to nonmembers for a nominal fee. 

2. Annual dues shall be $15.00 subject to change by Board. 

3. Donor members are those who pay $35.00 annually. 

4. Sustaining members are those who pay $100.00 annually. 

5. Honorary Life Members are those whose contributions to 
the EFA in time and effort are so outstanding as to be so 
recognized by the Board and are thereafter exempt from 
annual dues. 

6. Charter Members are those who were accepted for 
membership before November 1, 1988. 

7. Contributions other than dues shall be acceptable at any 
time. 

8. The Board of Directors must approve in advance any special 
fund raising appeal made in the name of EFA. 

ARTICLE III - MEETINGS 

1. Regular membership meetings may be held every other year at 
the call of the Board of Directors and when possible such 
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meeting shall be held in conjunction with an EFA reunion, at a 
time and place of their choosing. The goal will be to hold 
meetings in the East, West and middle regions of the u.s. 

2. Regular membership meetings shall be duly constituted 
when the following criteria are met: 

a. at least 30 members be present, 10 of whom shall be 
Ellers by birth; 

b. at least 50 per cent of those present bear a relation 
to another member in attendance that is no closer than 
second cousin; 

c. at least 4 states are represented; 
d. a quorum shall consist of 30 members, plus at least 

three members of the Board of Directors. 

3. The memb.ership meeting of EFA shall include the election 
of officers, the President's annual report, adoption of the 
annual budget, and other business as may properly come 
before the meeting. 

4. Notice of meeting shall: 
a. be announced in the quarterly newsletter; 
b. if sent to each member by mail be postmarked at 

least 60 days before the scheduled date of the 
meeting; 

c. include a proposed budget, and an agenda. 

5. Meeting of the Board of Directors shall be held as 
provided in Article v. 

ARTICLE IV - OFFICERS: 

1. The officers shall consist of a President, Vice-President 
Secretary/Treasurer. 

2. Officers shall be members in good standing and shall also 
serve as Directors. They shall serve for a term of two 
years. Officers may be re-elected for up to two additional 
terms, but thereafter shall be eligible for the same office 
only after two intervening years. 

3. Nominees for offices shall be proposed by a committee of 
three or more members appointed by the President six months 
prior to the regular annual meeting. The nominations may be 
made by a petition of at least 20 members or from the floor 
of the membership meeting . Nominees must have agreed to 
serve (in that capacity) prior to being nominated. The 
names and proposed office of committee nominees shall be 
included in the notice of election of officers. 

4. A vacancy in any office may be filled by the Board of 
Directors pending the next meeting. 
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5. The duties of the officers shall be substantially as -~ 
provided herein, with such others as may be appropriate and l 
fixed by the Board of Directors from time to time. 

a. The President shall preside over membership and Board 
meetings; carry out the policies of EFA; appoint com
mittee chairpersons; make an annual report; and shall 
oversee the committees. 

b. The Vice-President shall fulfill the duties of the 
President, in the latter's absence or disability, and 
shall promote the policies of EFA. 

c. The Secretary/Treasurer shall record and transcribe 
the minutes of all meetings; maintain a permanent 
minute book and a current roster of committee members. 
He/she shall promote and maintain the membership of 
the EFA, and shall be custodian of all records 
exclu~ive of those that pertain to the work of the 
Editor of the EFA newsletter. The Secretary shall 
receive all official inquiries to EFA other than those 
specifically directed to other officers or members of the 
Board. The sec/treasurer shall deposit and account 
for all monies; be custodian of any petty cash account; 
make appropriate disbursements by check; keep the 
account books and make quarterly reports to the member
ship in the newsletter. 

ARTICLE V - BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

1. The officers, chairpersons of all committees and at-large 
directors shall constitute the Board of Directors. 

2. The terms of service governing officers shall apply to 
all other members of the Board of Directors. 

3. The Board of Directors shall, subject to the direction of 
the membership: 

a. Approve of all programs and projects to advance the 
purposes of EFA. 

b. Direct the expenditure of monies to further the 
purposes of EFA. 

c. Provide for the audit of the Treasurer's books. 
d. Meet once a year, if practicable, or every other year 

in conjunction with the regular meeting. 
e. Have the general direction and supervision of the 

affairs of EFA. 

4. A quorum of the Board shall consist of three Board 
members plus one of the elected officers. All Board 
meetings shall be publicized and open to the members of EFA. 
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ARTICLE VI - COMMITTEES 

1. The President may provide for such committees as is deemed 
necessary, and for their mission, size and tenure. A committee 
shall dissolve when its mission has been accomplished or upon 
expiration of its designated term. Committee chairpersons shall 
be members of the Board of Directors during their tenure, and 
subject to the terms of service governing Directors. 

ARTICLE VII - AMENDMENTS 

The By-Laws may be amended at any membership meeting by two
thirds of those present and voting. The notice of the proposed 
amendment shall be sent to all members in the newsletter prior 
to the meeting, or at least 30 days prior to the meeting if 
sent by mail. 

ARTICLE VIII - GENERAL 

1. Robert's Rules of Order (revised) shall govern the 
parliamentary procedure in matters not covered by these 
By-Laws. 

2. Voting in Board of Director and in regular and special 
membership meetings may be done by written proxy. Proxies 
to be filed with the Sec/Treasurer and number of votes 
verified prior to meeting. Members voting by proxy should 
send signed and dated proxy to Officer or Board Member of 
their choice. 

3. State and/or Regional chapters of EFA may be formed 
providing they abide by the purpose and By-Laws of EFA and 
are otherwise in accord with the policies of the Board of 
Directors. 

-141-



HOLSHOUSER REUNION S•turday, August 20, 1988 Grace 
Lower Stor1e UCC Church, Beatty Ford Road and Lower 
Ston• Church Ro•d, near Salisbury, Rowan County, 
North Carolina. Register 5:00p.m., dinn•r 6J00 ~.m. 
Bring picnic lunch. Plates, cups~ napkins, ut•ns1ls, 
ice tea and lemon•de will be furn1shed. Tour of the 
church cemetery and history room. If you have any 
family' information you will share with us, it will be 
displayed. The Paul Holshouser f•mil~ is in charge. 
Inquires: Patricia Bonds Beck, 1406 L1ncolnton Road, 
Salisbury, NC 28144 <704) 633-7633. All Holshouser 
descendants invited. 

AN ANSWER TO A QUERY by Charlotte Eller Marshall 
605 S.E. Park Ave., Corvallis, OR 97333 

In December 1987 Sally Binsfield of St. Cloud, MN sent the 
following query: 

Last summer my sister stopped at Crazy Horse Mountain 
in South Dakota. A restaurant called "Laughing Water" 
displays this message on a sign. 

"Laughing Water restaurant gets it's name from the bubbling 
brook named by the Indians, which has it's headquarters at 
the base of Crazy Horse Mt. and flowed beneath and thru 
Custer. During the decade of the 1930's the section of 
Laughing Water that runs thru the original Eller Homestead 
was a source of water for miles around". Does anyone know 
about this? 

I wrote the the Custer 
·passed the letter to Ruth 
Ziolkowski. Mrs. Ziolkowski 
answer. 

County Chamber of Commerce, who 
Ziolkowski, widow of Korczak 

wrote the attached letter in 

The 1880 census record of Custer County, South Dakota 
was incomplete and frustrating to work with. I found no 
Eller listed. At the end of the list was a message: Most of 
the men and boys ar~ on cattle drives, or rounding up 
cattle. Traveled 100 miles today without contacting anyone. 
In some cases Nebraska and Wyoming census takers have 
already covered the area. 

Evidently the census taker gave up on Custer County at 
that point. To date I have not followed up by searching the 
census of the area taken by Nebraska or Wyoming. 

Is there a descendant of William Eller, who homesteaded 
in Custer County, South Dakota, out there??? 

f_h~ 
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Marble Model Copyright Korcznk Ziolkowski, Sc. 

Mrs. Charlotte Eller Marshall 
Eller Family Association 
605 S. E. Park Avenue 
Corvallis, OR 97333 

Dear Mrs. Marshall: 

CRAZY HORSE 
A VENUE OF THE CHIEFS 

THE BLACK IIILLS 
CRAZY HORSE, S.D. 

677:10-11118 

PHONE: 

1605)673·4681 

February 1, 1988 

In response to your letter of January 5, we have the 
following information about the Eller Homestead that might 
interest you. 

William Eller came to the Custer, South Dakota area 
between 1877 and 1880 to work in a tin mine.~ He homesteaded 
about five miles north of Custer on Laughing Water Creek. 
When Korczak Ziolkowski came to South Dakota in 1947, he 
purchased the old Eller ranch which is now within the con
fines of the Crazy Horse Memorial. Some of the original 
buildings remain in place here. 

Laughing Water Restaurant, of course, is named for 
the Creek which flows by the Memorial. 

Enclosed is a brochure about Crazy Horse Memorial. 
The Eller Ranch itself is located east and adjacent to the 
Memorial. 

According to oneMR"~l historian who is no longer 
living the Eller ranch narn is the second oldest building 
in the Custer area. The Eller ranch became the property of 
Ira Willey, now deceased, from whom Mr. Ziolkowski purchased 
it. A smaller piece of property adjacent to the ranch owned 
by Mr. Eller's nephews, the Forans, was also purchased by 
Mr. Ziolkowski. 

Sinc;r.ely, ~ 

/;/1/ }:;cz-:bcc~--1/ 
Ru th Zi olkow·sk i 
~rs. korczak Ziolkowski) 

-~ P.S.: Your letter was given to me to answer by the Custer 
County Chamber of Commerce. . 7'7--; ~ J:' <ht.J 
~- ~/.~ ;6 ~~~ ~,-/#p//;- ;t·:;t.~/lt(~?-7 0 ~ ,4 . 

rp.-'11· A:~~/,~1 (d- t( C:/j!!t.-~~~f. 
"When the legends die, the dreams end; when the dreams Pnd . t lwrP i-. no mnrp greatness." · Korczak, Sc. 
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QUERIES 

From Patricia B. Beck, 1406 Lincolnton Rd., Salisbury, NC 
28144: 

Would like to hear from any descendant of JACOB ELLER who 
married first MARY EVE KETCHIE and JOHN MELCHER ELLER, Jacob's 
brother who was married to Elizabeth Ketchie, Mary Eve's 
sister. I am writing a Ketchie family history and would like to 
include any information on these families. 

From Jean Walker Matthews, 11438 Seabrook Way, Cypress, CA 
90630: 

Would like to correspond with descendants of FREDERICK GARST II 
and SUSANNAH "LUNNAR" ELLER < daughter of Jacob and Magdalene 
Eller). My SUSANNAH "LUNNAR" ELLER GARST died ca 1820-1827, 
probably in Botetourt Co., VA. 

* * * * * 
ELLER FAMILY RESEARCHERS 

Cathie Hargreaves 
124 Larch St. 
Saginaw, MI 48602 
517/792-0701 

Velva Gay Dougherty 
14910 S.E. 43rd 
Bellevue, WA. 
206/747-6854 

98006 

Sidney Clay Lovette 
Rt. 2, Box 284 
Moravian Falls, NC 28654 
919/921-3440 

~uther E. Roberts 
.16871 Clinton Ave. 
San Leandro, CA 94578 
415/276-3254 

Sandra E. Currin 
402 Keith Hills Rd. 
Lillington,NC 27546 
919/893-2726 

George Michael Eller d. 1778 
Peter Eller ca 1746-1799 
Jacob A. Eller 1776-1855 
Sarah Eller 1817-1841 
Elizabeth Miller 1840-1886 
Rosa A. Welch 1881-1953 

Jacob Eller d. 8 Dec. 1886 m. 
Malinda E. Rash d.12 Mar. 1907 
both died Parsons, Kansas 
Levi Allen Eller d. Aug. 22,1945 
Helena, Mont. 

Susanna Eller b. ca 1815, Rowan 
Co.,NC. d. ca 1895 Wilkes Co. 

Adam Eller 
Joseph P. Eller 
William Elbert Eller 
Susan Cora (Eller) Roberts 

Peter Eller 1746-1799 
John Eller 1767-1823 
Absolem Eller 1803-1879 
John Ashley Eller 1824-
Anderson U. Eller 1871-1929 m. 

Sarah P. Eller 1877-1951 
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ELLER RESEARCHERS CONT'D: 

James Melvin Eller 
1907-A West Jay 
Pasco, WA 99301 

Jean Walker Matthews 
11438 Seabrook Way 
Cypress, CA 90630 

Mrs. Ethiel B. Johnson 
15834 Drysdale 
Southgate, MI 48195 
313/282-6589 

Henry Eller; 
John Eller (11 Dec 1840-Jun 1916 
m. Hattie Miller, 8 children>; 
Ader E. Eller (7 Nov 1873-28 Dec 
1958, b. Grant Co., IN, 
d.Rockford, ND>; info to share 
on Jacob Eller b. 1765 and his 
family and Andrew Eller b. 1819 
Roanoke VA and Jacob Gebel or 
Cable entered U.S. in 1746 

Frederick Garst II and Susannah 
"Lunnar" Eller 

Family lines: Eller, Eddleman 
Goodman, Dick, Terry 

Persons wishing to be listed as a researcher please send name, 
address and the Eller lines you are researching to Charlotte 

--~ Eller Marshall, 605 S.E. Park Ave., Corvallis, OR 
97333. Happy Hunting! 

* * * * * 

ELLER FAMILY AND RELATIONS IN GROVELAND NR. PEORIA, ILL., VIA NEW YORK STATE 
Out of Wonsheim, Hesse-Darmstadt nr. Rheinhessen, Germany; from records (reform
ed) Evang. Church, Wonsheim. 

JOH. NICHOLAS 

m.1695-10-6 W. 

ANNA MARIA 

GERMAN 

JOHANN 
b.1715-7-7 

m.1739-4-17 W. 

ANNA ELIZ 

FRANZ 

CORRECTION AND ADDITION: 

PHILIP 
JACOB 
b.1747-9-6 w. 
m. 1772-5-31 W. 

JULIANA MARIA 

FRANZ 
b. 1748-3-18 w. 

JOHANNES 
ELLER 
b. 1783-8-21 
m. 1807-4-28 W,., 

ANNA M. 
FITTING 
b. 1786-6-4- w. 
d. 1864 

This chart precedes but interconnects with the chart p. 17, 
Vol. _ II, No. 1, THE ELLER CHRONICLES, Feb. 1988. 
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PHILLIP 
JACOB ELLER 

JOHANNES 

ANNA MARIA 

NICHOLAS 

PETER 



NEW MEMBERS OF THE ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION 

MONA MORGAN 
1060 Capel Ia Drive 
Tavares, FL 32778 

KEITH NONEMAKER 
211 Market St. 
New Cumberland, PA 17070 

We appeal to a! I members to send names and addresses of 
prospective new members to Charlotte Eller Marshall, 605 
S.E. Park Ave., Corvallis, OR 97333. 

THE LATEST WORD FROM WEST GERMANY 

Prof. Dr. K. Napp-Zinn and Georg Eller of West Germany have 
placed an announcement in several German Genealogical 
Journals concerning the Association, The Eller Chronicles, 
and the Eller Family Conference. This assistance to the 
Eller Family Association is gratefully acknowledged. The 
Eller name is much more common in Germany than in the U.S. 
and we may be close to establishing communication with a 
great many more members of the Eller families of West 
Germany. It is only a matter of time and continued effort 
before we find the connections between early Eller 
immigrants to the U.S. and their kinsmen in Germany. 

ADDRESS CHANGES FOR ELLER FAMILY ASSOC. MEMBERS 

INEZ SMITH LINDA DOWNTNG 
34755 Row River Rd. 
Cottage Groove, OR 97424 

7712 East Paul Ave. 
Clovis, CA 93612 

<Eds. note: If through oversight we have 
the name and address of a new member or 
address of a member, please inform us.) 

APOLOGIZES 

failed to publish 
a change in the 

<Eds. note: We apologize for some problems in photocopying 
and collating the May issue of The Eller Chronicles. Some 
pages were cut off at the top. We will be pleased to replace 
any defective pages if you will let us know. Also, some of 
the pictures were poorly photocopied. We are running the 
same pictures again in the Jay Vernard Eller story and hope 

for better results this time.) 
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TREASURER'S REPORT * * * Charlotte Eller Marshall 

Balance in account 31 March 1988 ----------------$1,409.51 
INCOME: 

membership & newsletters -----$ 48.00 

EXPENSE: 
May issue Chronicles----------$377.75 
roll postage stamps------------ 25.00 
Total expense $402.75 

+ 48.00 

- 402.75 

Balance in account 30 June 1988 -----------------$1,054.76 

To all members of the ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION: 

I would like to express a heartfelt "THANK YOU" to each 
member who agreed to serve the EFA as directors. It is my 
hope they will find as much satisfaction and fulfillment in 
working with this group as I do. 

Each one answered my letter with enthusiasm. This 
enthusiasm will insure the continuity and longevity of the 
Eller Family Association. 

Juanita Reutz 
Kathy Schoen 
Vernard & Phyllis Eller 
A. William Eller 

R. Vance Eller 
Thomas Wm. Flanagan, Jr. 
Byron H. Eller 

Vernard and Phyllis came up with the excellent idea of 
husband and wife team acting as director. This follows the 
example of Gerald and Juanita as co-editors of the news
letter. 

Byron is compiling a file of all Ellers who served in the 
Civil War. This file will include name, rank, unit, state 
and county, whether Union or Confederate. Such a file will 
serve our members, and will be of great genealogical value 
in a very short time. 

Byron will organize this information by state and begin 
publishing in the near future. He plans to feature a report 
on an individual soldier, along with names of other soldiers, 
perhaps from the same state or county in future issues. 

Be sure your ancestor is included! Send your information 
(along with copies of any records) to: 

Byron H. Eller 
6507 Jack Hill Drive 
Oroville, CA 95966. 

-147-



J. 

. I! 





• 

;.·· 


