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m. Family History and Genealogy 

A. Compiled by Mary Jo (Eller) Jones 
(Joseph Adam, John Crisley, Adam, Jacob Jr. Jacob Sr.) 

Buncombe County, North Carolina (n.d.) 

CLARK'S CHAPEL CHURCH, A HERITAGE 

The name Clark's Chapel was given this church in honor of Dr. Davis 

W. Clark, the first president of the newly formed Holston Conference in 1864. 

Dr. Davis was born February 25, 1812 at Mt. Desert, Maine. He received his 

doctorate from Wesleyan University, 18)6. An influential author of liter-

ature pertinent to the issues of his times, he traveled extensively, working 

in different Methodist Conferences in various _parts of the United States. 

Bishop D. w. Clark died May 21, 1871 and is buried in Cincinnati, Ohio. 1 

The following history is taken primarily from the minutes of the 

Annual Conference of the Methodist Protestant churches of North Carolina. 2 

This conference first began and was held at Whitacker Meeting House 

in Halifax County in the year of our Lord 1828. Protestantism spread very 

rapidly in the state for the next twenty five years. 

Most churches ~.rere in rural areas. These pioneer mission places 

were 'private homes, schools and crossroad buildings. Divided into huge 

circuits, the pioneer preacher rode horseback over many miles to preach 

once each month. They suffered hardships untold to spread the word of God 

and worship as they saw fit. 

1 Clark, E.T., "Davis Wasgatt Clark,M Encyclopedia of World 
Methodism (The United Methodist Publishing House, 1974) Vol. I, P• 514. 

2 , et. al. (eds) Ydnutes of the ~lorth Carolina Annual 
Conference of MethOdist Protestant Churches, 1B2B-1G64. lftcrofilm. 
World Conference Buildin~, Lake Junaluska, North Carolina. 
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November 1852 the Annual Conference ~~s held in Fayetteville. 

During this meeting Buncombe was declared a new circuit. It seems 

from the microfilm records at Lake Junaluska in 1850 the president had 

been ordered to correspond with the South Carolina conference concerning 

churches of the Henderson Mission. The Buncombe Circuit was born of 

that. The following is a quote from the 1851 conference minutes: 

"Buncombe is a new circuit in the first year of its existance but surely 

has much about it for ~he lover of truth to admire. Spreading thru one 

of the most beautiful and ro~Antic countries in the world, an active and 

intelligent community, much disposed to religion and popular rights, with 

the blessings of God, our cause is destined to do well. The Lord give 

them success."J Clarks's Chapel Church lies in this territory. 

By 1852 there were two churches given in the minutes for Buncombe 

Circuit. These were Mt. Zion at Jupiter and one other smaller one not 

named. It is known that other Methodist churches ,.,ere in existance during 

this period. Sugar Camp Methodist near PArshall; Union on the island in 

Marshall; Walnut }!ethodist in what is now l1adison County; Longs ~apel in 

Reems Creek. 

)Minutes, op. cit., 1851. 
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Joseph P. Eller and his work is so closely related to the histor,y 

of Clark's Chapel, it is appropriate to give a short biography of him 

at this time. He was born July 20, 1820, the son of Adam and Elizabeth 

Fields Eller in Buncombe County. He married Susan Anderson February 11, 

1845. They lived on a farm at Sugar Camp near Marshall, N. C. Brother 

Eller was sent as a layman from Buncombe Circuit to the Hethodist 

Protestant Conference in 1855 and· again in 1863. Not very much is lmown 

of his early minist~;. but it stands to reason that the old Possom Trot 

church and school house was one of the places he preached, since it was 

on the property of his brother, A. F. Eller. This log building has 

played an in_teresting part in the story of this church. It was not torn 

down until the early part or· this century. 

J. P. Eller was admitted to the M. P. Conference on the grounds of 

being a licentiate, was examined for deacons orders, and given papers to 

preach in 1865. He worked one year on Pigeon River.4 

From 1866 to 1868 he was appointed Superintendent of the Buncombe 

Circuit and becaMe a ministerial member. 

Brother Eller went to the newly formed. Holston Conference in 1869, 

where he accomplished a good work in the western mountain area, establish

ing missions and organizing churches even into Tennessee. The Witt 

Methodist Church near Whitepine, Tenn., and some on Pigeon River are 

~1inutes, op. cit., 1865-1869. 
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are still standing today. 

In 1873 he sold his farm on Big Ivy and Sugar camp, moving to ~ 

new home on the Clark's Chapel road. The house is still standing. 

This resolution was offered the Conference in 1875: ~Nhereas, 

Brother Eller, Holston Conference, has served much faithful and efficient 

service in the past year within the limits of this conference; be it 

therefore resolved that the thanks of the conference be extended Brother 

Siler for the great interest manisfested in tha welfare of this conference 

and the advancement of Methodist Protestant generally.~5 

.~other quote from the 1877 conference written by the president 

reads: nBuncombe Circuit: This field was left by the conference to be 

supplied which was done by the appointment of Reverend J. P. Eller, who 

entered immediately upon his duties. When I visited this work, I found 

it in some degree of prosperity and enjoying some revival seasons." Thera 

was growth from Jt churches in 1876 to 5 churches in 1880.7 

This man was a farmer, a carpenter, a layman, a preacher, a minister, 

a :aissionary, a true and faithful servant of the Ln·ci. In toiling for his 

YAster he saw some heartaches, some sorrows, some disappointments, some 

successes. The memorial window in Clark's Chapel Church stands not only 

for his work here but also for the other missions ~e established and other 

churches he organized and helped to build. 

5~~nutes, op. cit., 1875· 

6
Minutes, op. cit., 1877-1880. 
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On ¥Arch 4, 1892, God called J. P. Eller nome· 1Nhen he had preached at 

Witt Chapel near Whitepine, Tennessee, he took the train to Alexander Station. 

Then he rode his horse to his home on Clark's Chapel road. He took pneumonia. 

His journeys w~re over. Again the words of II Timothy 4:6-8 are heard. 

The exact year that Clark's Chapel Church "ras formed is not known; 

however it is lmown that it had its beginning before the deed was made. 

By referring back to the Conference Minutes, it is found that from 1879 

to 1883, S. W. Coe was appointed superintendent to the Buncombe Circuit, 

with R. W. Pegram as minister. 7 The superintendent had great influence in 

the community and a strong friendship was formed between him and A. F. Eller. 

From this fellowship a prayer group was started that met regularly in the 

home of Uncle Abe. He went to the conference as a layman, while J. P. Eller 

L~d R. W. Pegram visited several points in the Pigeon and Surry circuits, 

holding revival .meetings. 

8 Her9 is a story told to me by ~ father many years ago. A group of 

Methodist Protestant men met with Dr. VArian Roberts at the old Camp Meet-

ing grounds where the first Flat Creek Baptist church stood, above the 

church spring near the old Welsey Eller house. These men were the first 

members of Clark's Chapel Church. They were led to build a Methodist 

Church so~ewhere between Mt. Zion and ~eems Creek. The site chosen was 

the 2t acres where this building now stands. They began to build it in 1883. 

7:•linutes, op. cit., 1879-188). 

8 
!~y father was J. A. S:ller of Flat Creek, North Carolina. He was the 

nephew of Joseph P. Eller. 
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Aunt Tina Reece gave the· 2t qcres for the church and cemete~. 

Because it was a portion of her inheritance from her father, Adam Eller, 

the deed reads in part: "adjudged to be in due form and execution of the 

forgoing deed and conveyance by Christina V. Reece was duly bound by the 

oath and examination of Logan ~Ackey one of t~e sub se witnesses." The 

deed was made April 13, 1885 to the trustees of the church and their 

successors. 

A. F. Eller. 

At that time they were W. T. Clinton, Sphraim Byerly, and 

9 It was registered Au~~st 18, 1885. 

The first building on the property has an interesting history. The 

first church members were: Billy Clinton, Andy Gill, I. W. Gill, A. F. 

Eller, S. V. Pickens, 'Nilliam Edmonds, George Roberts, ~~rion Roberts, 

\'llien the building was started these men did the work: W'illiam Edmonds 

cut down the first tree; til. T. Clinton struck the first lick on the pine 

tree to trim it; Jim Blackwell hauled the first load of logs to the mill 

to be sawed; Joseph P. Eller drove the first nail. 10 It is also said that 

he drove the last one for he built the church and the furr~ture in it. 

He made the lectern for the pulpit that is in the Sunday School rool':'IS noli. 

The church itself was a clapboard building with ~~ndmade wooden shingles. 

It had two entrance doors at the east end. ~e pulpit faced the east as it 

does now. It served its purpose well. People met to hear the word of Gcd 

preached by different preachers sent by the Conferer.ca as well as axorters 

and lay preachers. 

According to old Bible records, \-lilliam B. Cheek and R. E. Atkins were 

authorized by the quarterly Conference in 1883 to cxort in the Methodist Church. 

9Buncombe County Book of Deeds, 23 August 1885, 47, p. 507. 

10:rnterview with Stella Cheek, Weaverville, N. C., July 1956. 
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