
                  Michael Graybill, Sr. and Mary "Polly" Stoker  

We were attracted to the following story about Michael Graybill Sr. and Mary Stoker, sent to us by Earl 

D. and Bertie M. Flowers. 212 Pearce ST. Lake City, FL 32025 (904-755-6953), for several reasons.  

 

Michael Graybill Sr. m Mary (Polly) Stoker eldest child of Catherine Eller and Michael Stoker. Catherine, 

b 6 Mar 1773 in Rowan Co., NC d after 1850 m about 1791/1792 Michael Stoker. Catherine was the 

eldest daughter of Peter Eller, Sr. eldest son of immigrant George Michael Eller. Michael Graybill Sr. and 

family left Ashe County, NC in 1815.  

The descendants of these families were the first to compile Eller genealogy. Had they not left North 

Carolina and become Mormons much of the early Eller genealogy may have been lost. Hook's 1957 book 

may never have been written had not Madeline E. Fletcher, a descendant of these Stoker and Graybill 

families who migrated westward, made Hook aware of the extensive genealogy left by these families in 

the Family History Library of the L.D.S. in Salt Lake City.  

Hook (1957) p. 97, writes " This writer is indebted to Mrs. Madeline E. Fletcher of Boise, Idaho for the 

following record of descendants of Catherine Eller and her husband Michael Stoker, Jr. as well as much 

of the information about the Stoker, Eller, Dick, and Koons families that appears on other pages of this 

book. The family Bible of Catherine (Stoker) Lackey, now owned by a descendant, furnished some of the 

data supplied by Mrs. Fletcher while other family records collected by her (and her mother) from many 

sources supplied the remainder."  

Madeline. Fletcher, a descendant of the Graybills and Stokers, still lives in Fort Collins, Colorado. Her 

brother, Calvin W. Evans tells us in his letter in this issue of the death of Madeline's husband, Herbert 

Fletcher, who died on November 2 1995. Herbert and Madeline attended the first three Eller 

Conferences. Madeline was honored by the EFA with the James W. Hook Memorial Award in 1991  

Hook, 1957, p. 97 cont'd. "Mary (Polly) Stoker, b 24 Nov 1792 in that part of Wilkes Co., that in 1799 

became Ashe Co., NC; d 18 Feb 1864 (gravestone) in Pottawattamie Co., lA (Family record also says d 18 

Feb 1864) She m about 1811 in Ashe Co., NC Michael Graybill, b 14 May 1787 in Wilkes, later Ashe Co., 

NC d 24 Sep in Pottawattamie Co.,IA. Both lie buried in a cemetery situated east of Council Bluff, lA. 

................................ J. Gerald Eller, 1996  

The story as transcribed from photocopies provided by Mr. and Mrs. Flowers 

“Christian and John Graybill came over on the Friendship, arriving in Pennsylvania, October 16, 1727. 

The family originated in Switzerland and a Conrad Graybill, early Mennonite, was martyred for his faith 

in 1526. The family settled in North Carolina near Todd where the cabin still stands. It is completely 

enclosed inside another building built to protect it and is now partly brick. Records tell us that Christian 

Graybill was father of John Graybill who was father of Peter Graybill. He married Christina Wampler. 

Their son Michael Graybill and his wife Polly Stoker, were my great grandparents. He was born in 1787 

and she was born in 1792. I have samples of her clothing. They were married about 1811. Buried in an 

old cemetery east of Council Bluffs (Iowa].  



"Michael Graybill, Sr., checked the ropes tying the bundles onto the covered wagon. He was anxious to 

get started, but knew Polly, his wife of four years, needed a little more time to say goodbye to their 

home. He knew she would be carrying one-year old baby Catherine around on her hip while she 

inspected even the nook under the stairs. Surely, she would climb the stairs one more time to make sure 

nothing was left in the large attic bedroom. Finally, she'd have to spend a few minutes in front of the 

fireplace before she'd be able to part with her log house on the side of the hill in Ashe County, North 

Carolina, near the town of Todd. When he heard the heart shaped latch close on the door, he knew Polly 

was coming and called three-year-old David. Michael Graybill, Sr. scooped David up and put him in the 

wagon, and helped Polly and the baby get seated.  

"In the ride over to Polly's parents, Michael Sr. thought ahead to the big adventure that was beginning. 

When the Great Western Reserve, sometimes called The Ohio, was opened, there was much land 

available and many people were eager to move west to gain more land and opportunity. Michael Sr. was 

twenty-eight, in this year of 1815, and this appealed to him. He wanted to make the best life possible for 

his family.  

"Michael Sr., couldn't help thinking how grateful he was that Polly's parents, Michael and Catherine 

(Eller) Stoker, had been willing to go west. Mary Polly, as her folks called her, loved her parents so well, 

Michael knew full well how difficult it would have been for her to move so far and leave them behind. 

Michael Sr. was happy he did not have to say goodby to his own father, Peter Graybill, Sr., because he 

also was taken with the idea of moving west. Now their children would know both grandparents. Henry 

Graybill, Michael Sr.'s brother, had also caught the yearning, and would be waiting along with Celia, 

their sister and others at the Stokers. Michael Sr.'s sister Barbara had married David Stoker, Polly's 

brother, and they would be great company on such a long trip. Everyone was gathered and the trip 

began.  

"The creaking and bouncing of the wagon in the ruts lent themselves to a daydream sort of atmosphere. 

Michael dreamed of all he wished would come of this move, and the possible dangers they might 

encounter. Michael recalled stories from his childhood about a terrible incident in his mother's life when 

her family had 'gone west.' Christena Wampler was three years old and the Delaware Indians kidnapped 

her! She was recaptured when she was eleven, along with other children. The difficult job of establishing 

their identities was made easy because Christena sang over and over a lullaby her mother had taught 

her. When her mother heard her sing, she knew it was her Christena. Michael prayed his family would 

not meet such hardships.  

"At the end of their journey, they selected a location in Bloomfield township, Jackson County, Ohio. The 

men began falling trees for homes while the women cleared brush and spaded gardens. Michael Sr. was 

anxious to complete his home because a new baby was on the way. The families settled into the life of 

the community and it became home. In 1816, Simeon Peter was born to Michael Sr. and Polly. In 18??, 

Joseph Levi was born, George W. arrived in June of 1821 and on January 5, 1824 William Lenore was 

born. The family grew to include Julianna on Feb 19, 1825, Michael Jr. on July 6, 1828, Mary Ann on Feb 

25, 1830 and Elizabeth on Sep 16, 1833.  

Around this time the family was visited by Missionary John Fisher, from Bloomfield township, and were 

introduced to the early Latter-Day Saints Church. Those who were old enough were baptized in 1833. 

The families who had moved here together, were enthusiastic church members, and in 1836 they 

prepared for another long trip. This trip would be to Kirkland, Ohio for the dedication of the Temple and 



the church conference which followed. Polly was expecting the eleventh child at this time, so not 

everyone made the trip. Michael Sr. was very happy he made the effort and was greatly impressed by 

Sidney Rigdon's two- and 1/2-hour message. When Michael Sr.'s eleventh child was born on April 6, 

1836, he was named Sidney Rigdon Graybill. During the church conference Michael Sr. was thrilled when 

his 18-year-old son Levi was ordained an Elder.  

"Involved in the church, Michael Sr. and the related families, followed the news from Independence, 

Missouri anxiously. When Caldwell County was set aside for the Saints, those related families wanted to 

gather with the Saints and be a part of Zion, the new Jerusalem. Michael Sr. sold his farm to his father, 

Peter Graybill Sr., who along with Henry Graybill, his son, had decided to remain in Ohio. Michael Sr.'s 

sister Celia (Graybill) Henson also stayed in Ohio. In 1836, everyone else was packing to make the trip to 

the Far West. Even Michael Sr.'s oldest daughter Catherine, who had married Phillip Gatrost was going. 

Polly was relieved all her children would be going but was sad to leave her home of over twenty-one 

years.  

"The families began the long trek, planning to stay the winter at Stoker relatives, in Monroe County, 

Indiana. The families lived together so closely all winter, that when it was time to depart, one of the 

Stoker children cried because Aunt Polly was leaving and he would not see her again.  

"All packed and ready, the group set out for the Far West and arrived in September of 1937. Grateful to 

be settled, the families enthusiastically began their lives in Zion. Simeon, Mchael Sr.'s son, had married 

Amanda Hill, and they had a daughter Rachel born in 1838. Polly's father, Michael Stoker (husband of 

Catherine Eller) is believed to have died at Far West and was buried in the Saints Cemetery, one mile 

north and one mile west of the present R. L. D. S. church.  

"The families withstood the dangers and aggravations of mob attacks. They endured many hardships. 

They had their plows, wagons, and horses taken and even their first crop was taken just before it was 

harvested. Simeon could take what he had too, but when his personal and prized saddle horse was 

taken, he reportedly became so angry he had to repent.  

"With no provisions of food for the winter, Simeon and Levi left to look for work. They found jobs 

chopping railroad ties for the Eastern Railroad in Hannibal, Missouri. But they were unable to collect pay 

until the following spring of 1839 when they were allowed to take the amount of their earnings out in 

goods. This allowed them to obtain wagons and horses and move the related families to Quincy and 

Nauvoo, Illinois.  

"Levi Graybill, who had married Patience (Smith), lived in Nauvoo, Illinois. They received their patriarchal 

blessing from Patriarch Hyrum Smith. The Patriarchs office was one door west of Joseph Smiths red brick 

store. Levi went to Quincy to bring Polly and her mother, Catherine (Eller) Stoker to Nauvoo, for their 

patriarchal blessings from Hyrum Smith.  

"Michael Sr. and his family, Catherine (Eller) Stoker and Simeons family lived eleven miles southeast of 

Quincy, Illinois. After the deaths of Joseph and Hyrum Smith in 1844, Simeon Graybill went to Nauvoo to 

help guard the secretly hidden bodies of Joseph and Hyrum. Fearful the anti-Mormon mob might try to 

do further violence to Joseph and Hyrum's bodies, their caskets were filled with sand for the public 

burial.  



"By 1846 most of Nauvoo had been vacated. Michael Sr. and Levi's families had gone west and settled in 

Kanesville, now Council Bluffs, Iowa. Some of the related families went to Utah. Michael Sr.'s daughters, 

Julianna and Mary Ann went to Utah. Michael Sr.'s sister, Barbara (Graybill) Stoker went to Utah later.  

"Simeon's wife Amanda (Hill) died in 1848. Simeon's brother David and his wife, Mahala (Hill) Graybill 

had both died. And Simeon's daughter Rachel, at ten years of age died the same year. Rachel was buried 

alongside her mother and aunt in Illinois. Simeon had three small children, William Ashby, Andrew and 

Aaron and his brother's young children, Meredith, David Jr., Amanda and Almeda. In December of 1848 

Simeon took all seven small children in a wagon to Kanesville, now Council Bluff, Iowa. He stopped off 

shortly at Winterset, Iowa along the way. Simeon purchased 327 acres in old Bushollow, which joined 

his father's land on the west. Michael Sr. owned land 3 miles north of the old cemetery our family 

historical association now maintains.  

"Between Michael Sr.'s land and the old Cemetery, the old "North Star'' branch, log church was built on 

the bank close to "Little Mosquito Creek". This was 1/4 mile south of Gilliat on the Great Western 

Railroad. In this church a conference was held in 1865, with Joseph Smith Ill presiding. Afterwards 

Joseph Smith Ill stayed overnight at the Levi Graybill home. Levi was the oldest living member of the 

church at this time. Joseph Ill makes mention of their hospitality in his book. The North Star branch was 

later moved to Underwood, Iowa where it is still in existence today, in a frame building.  

"Some of Michael Sr.'s children left this vicinity. Juliana and Mary Ann had gone to Utah. Juliana married 

Wilford Heath Hudson and after her death, Wilford and Mary Ann were married. Sidney Rigdon Graybill 

moved from Harrison Co., Iowa to Souix City. Elizabeth was last heard of living with Sidney Rigdon 

Graybill in1869 in Harrison County, Walkers Grove in Yorkshire. And David, the oldest son had passed 

away.  

"Much of the rest of the history of Michael Sr. and his children was centered around "old Bushollow". 

Simeon married Frances (Graham) Downs who had one child John. To the marriage of Simeon and 

Frances, six children were born; George A., Emily Jane, Amanda, Willis, Ameda and Ella. Many of these 

children settled in "old Bushollow".  

"George W. married Mary Smith (sister of Patience) and after Marys death, he married her sister 

Hannah. William Leonre married Hannah Pilling and had four children. Lenore is buried in the old family 

Cemetery. Catherine (Graybill} Gatrost and her husband Phillip built a brick house in Blue Grass Hollow 

on the east edge of Michael Graybill Sr.'s land.  

"Levi, in his older years, planted and grafted peach and apple orchards whenever relatives allowed. He 

had a great dexterity with the grafting of trees and also developed a very smooth white potato, he 

called the Graybill Potato. Levi told tales about his adventures in the mission field in Tennessee and 

other early church happenings. He was much loved by the youngsters in "Old Bushollow", who looked 

forward with relish to his visits.  

"Michael Jr. never married, he was injured in a railroad accident at age 40 and lived as an invalid to the 

age of 82. He carved many wooden objects such as toy whistles, pliers, windmills, and made saws out of 

steel corset staves which had filed teeth which would really saw. He also made mouse traps out of spice 

cans.  



"Michael Sr. died September 2 1856 and is buried along with his wife Polly who died February 18, 1864, 

in the old family cemetery our Association maintains."  

................................................................................................... Francis Graybill Wilson 
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