Behind the Lines
Ellers in the Civil War
A Collection of items from Byron Eller that appeared in “The
Chronicles” from 1989 through 1994.
Plus two articles from George C. Eller entitled “Ellers in the Union
Army” from 1998 and 1999.

ELLERS IN THE CIVIL WAR
Byron H. Eller, 6507 Jack Hill Drive, Oroville, CA 95966

(

MORE ON OBADIAH
Thanks to the splendid response from readers of the "Chronicles" we have
additional information on OBADIAH ELLER toshare with you. Charlotte Eller Marshall sent census records showing that Obadiah descended from (probable) Henry
Eller, through son Amos Eller, who was born in 1799. A letter from Nancy Carr
of Lexington, Oklahoma, received 9 March 1989, contains an 1850 listing from
Rowan County, North Carolina, for the family of Amos and Elizabeth Eller. Obadiah was ten years of age, and his brother, Greenbury, vas 18 years old. Amos,
Obadiah's father, died sometime in 1856, and the 1860 census of Rowan County
shows Obadiah and his mother living in the same household as Edward and Eliza
Eller. Nancy states that this Edward Eller "was a brother or brother-in-law
of Obadiah and was my great, great grandfather". It is noted that Obadiah's
mother's maiden name also was Eller.
Obadiah married Caroline Barger, 4 January 1866, in Rowan County, North
Carolina, and the 1870 census of the same county, furnished by Charlotte, has
Obadiah, age 30, and wife, age 38 (8 years older than Obadiah) with four children, Margaret 18, Lafayette 12, Daniel H. 10, and Mollie A.E. 4. It would appear that Caroline hadthree children by a former marriage, and Mollie A.E. vas
their only natural child.
Nancy Carr adds that Obadiah is "buried at Organ Lutheran Church near
Salisbury, North Carolina, dates: born 29 November 1939, died 9 November 1928".
Holly (or Mary A.E. as noted in the 1880 census of Rowan County) grew to adulthood and married William A. Weaver. Bride age 23, daughter of Obadiah and Caroline Eller, wedded 18 December 1890, C.A. Marks officiating.
It is interesting to note that the officiating minister at Obadiah's and
Caroline's wedding, 4 January 1866, was Rev. Jethro Rumple who I presume to be
the same person as the author of the "History of Rowan County, North Carolina",
by Rev. Jethro Rumple, Regional Publishing Company, Baltimore, Md., 1971 (reprint). It was from this book found in the St. Paul, Minnesota, public library
that I learned much of the Rowan County Civil War soldiers.
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ANDREW, THOMAS, DAVID, ANDREW Jr.
Lt is difficult for us today, living in the relative ease and comfort of
the late twentieth century, to imagine or understand the hardships, difficulties and tragedies of those unsettled times preceeding and during the Civil War.
No family or person was truly removed from the tensions and trials and violence
existing in those days. That was equally true of our forebears, because we have
evidence that many of them experienced these situations in their own lives and
families. Those living in the western border states were particularity envolved
and affected by events of the time.
Kansas and Missouri Territories had been the scenes of much bitter violence
so that large areas were turned into a "no man's land", perpetuated and kept
alive by such groups of people known as "Jayhawkers", "Bushwhackers", "Freesoilers", etc. Even southern Indiana was a hotbed of "Copperhead" sentiment.
It can be boiled down to one term "guerilla warfare", though that phrase was
probably not in usage in that day. The Confederates had their groups raiding
the settlers of that area, then returning to relative safety to the south,
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and Unionists had their counter insurgancy forces, returning to safe areas in the
North. Later in the war these activities took on scenes of partisian warfare with
such organizations as "Quantrill's Band" forming a quasi Rebel cavalry; and a
notorius 7th Kansas Cavalry (Jennison's Jawhawkers) passing as a Yankee military
unit, but plundering and killing it's way across the Western Missouri. It was
here and under these circumstances the James and Younger brothers emerged into
notoriety.
"Partisian warfare along the Kansas- Missouri border continued the violence
begun in 1854. The vicious conflicts between Borader Ruffians and JayHawkers
expanded a hundredfold after 1861 as they gained sanction from Confederate and
Union governments. The guerrilla fighting in Missouri produced a form of terrorism that exceeded anything else in the war. Jawhawking Kansans and bushwhacking
Missourians took no prisoners, killed in cold blood, plundered and pillaged and
burned (but almost never raped) without stint. Jawhawkers initiated a scorched
earth policy against rebel sympathizers three years before Sheridan practiced
it in the Shenandoah Valley. Guerilla chieftains, especially the infamous William Clarke Quantrill, initiated the slaughter of unarmed soldiers as well as
civilians, whites as well as blacks, long before Confederate troops began murdering captured black soldiers elsewhere. Guerilla bands in Missouri provided
a training ground for outlaw gangs that emerged after the war; most notably the
James and Younger brothers". -"Battle Cry of Freedom", James M. McPherson, p.
784.
So it is in this context that a particular Eller family comes to mind, the
family of ANDREW AND MARTHA ELLER. This was brought to my attention some time
back when reading the in "George Michael Eller" by Hook, p. 40,41.
Andrew/4/, [Adam /3/, Leonard /2/, George Michael /1/] settled in Lawrence
Township of Marion County, Indiana about 1835. He lived here until 1859 when
he removed to Missouri, probably living near his brother, David, who had settled
in Adair County, Missouri, in 1854. (Letter from Kathy Schoen, identifies David
Eller and his son James H. Eller as her ancestral line). It was because of the
unsettled political and social conditions in Missouri, as we have noted in the
above paragraphs, that led Andrew to take his family back to Marion County,
Indiana, until after the war, when he moved back to Missouri.
Even here, though in quieter sorroundings, tragedy struck the family in a
different form. Having three sons (not four as Hook states) of military age it
was not long till the young men were joining the Union Army in the State regiments being organized at that time. What were the experiences of these young
men and what actually happended to them has been an interesting research project,
though as of this time I still do not have the records of the younger brother,
Andrew Jr., for there is some apparent confusion with another Andrew, but older,
and probably a son of David, making him a cousin to the brothers under consideration in this study.
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In answer to President Lincoln's call for volunteer regiments, Indiana was
responding in rapid order. So it was that the 79th Indiana Infantry Regiment
was formed and organized from August 20, 1862. This regiment was mustered in
at Indianapolis, Indiana, September 2, 1862. Thomas was 27 years of age, David
was 23 years of age. (Andrew, Jr. would have been about 19 years of age). The
79th Indiana Regiment became part of the Army of the Ohio, and later the Army
of the Cumberland, thus remaining in the Western Theater of operations during
the war. At the Battle of Perryville, Kentucky, October 8, 1862, the 79th was
in reserve, though present in the vacinity, after which they marched to Nashville, Tennessee, October 22 to November 7, 1862. David became ill while on
this march and was sent to a convalescent camp in Nashville, Tennessee. Thomas
J., with his regiment advanced to Murfreesboro, Tennessee, and there became
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envolved in the Battle of Stone's River, December 39, 1862 to January 3, 1962.
The Army of the Cumberland had spent Christmas on the march, the weather being
bitterly cold. The army arrived at Murfreesboro in the sleet and hail, and
crossed Stone's River, December 30, then extending in a line of battle for
three miles to the south. On December 31, a cold and miserable New Years Eve,
the Union army was met by the Confederates and a desperate battle continued
for the entire day, with the rebels eventually driving the extended portion of
the Yankee line back toward the river so that by the end of the day the new
line was bent resembling a half open jack knife. The 79th Indiana was actively engaged, particularily in the closing action of the day. Sundown came early
on that New Years Eve, but suffering had only started for many. The wounded
suffered horribly on a field frozen by the extremely cold weather. Casualties
were massive in number and this day bad proved to be the bloodiest single day
of the war in Tennessee.
For tbe ·Confederates it was a happyNew Year. Their commanding general,
believing a great victory had been won, sent a victory telegram to Richmond
claiming he had beaten the Yankees, and so it did appear. They fully expected the Northern forces to withdraw, and the Northern commanding general had
actually considered it. But after deciding to stay and fight it out, the Yankees used New Years day in preparing and strengthening the Union line. Many
artillery pieces were assembled so that an awesome 58 cannon were placed to
repel the Confederate attack that surely was to come. The 79th Indiana, with
Thomas J., was ordered to recross the river and to take it's place in the front
line facing the assembled Confederate line. January 2, 1963, at 4:00p.m.,
with just one half hour left till sunset, the Southern Commanding General, confidnt of a smashing victory, ordered Maj. Gen. John C, Breckenridge, former
Vice-President of the United States under James Buchanan, to take his troops
forward. Breckenridge had been outraged on learning the previous night that be
was to lead the assault against the Federal line, and had protested vigorously
to his commander, believing that an attack on the strongly defended Union line
would be suicidal, but to no avail. At Breckenridge's order the Confederate
troops advanced across the field bordering the river, and on up a low hill,
attacking the Union lines just where we can imagine Thomas J. was positioned.
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Fred. Knefler, Colonel, Commanding the 79th Regiment Indiana Volunteers,
describes the ensuing action:
"About 4 p.m. the fire of the skirmishers increased, and a column of the
enemy, four or five regiments deep, approached rapidly, supported by artillery,
which was kept concealed (as it was dragged by men instead of horses) until it
opened fire within 100 yards of our lines. The forces on the right soon became
engaged, but the regiment was kept lying on the ground until the enemy had approched within 50 yards, when it was ordered to rise up, and commenced firing
with very destructive effect on the enemy, volley after volley, until, the
line having given way on the right and left, the regiment being left alone almost surrounded, the enemy in front and on both flanks, it was forced to fall
back across Stone's River where it rallied at the rendezvous of the Third Divison.
The regiment went into action on December 31 with 341, rank and file, and
lost during both engagements fully one third of its available force, including
more than half the commissioned officers in killed and wounded • • • "
"Official Records: Var of the Rebellion, Vol. 20, p590

(
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It can be assumed that it was in this place and at this time, on the front
line of battle, that Thomas J. gave up his life, being '"killed in battle'".
After a fierce combat lasting 45 minutes, and when almost dark, the regiments
on the front line were compelled to retire, and to cross the river. It was nov
that the massed Union artillery came into action and tore into the advancing
Confederates. Breckenridge suddently found his Brigades subjected to that terrible artillery fire in which 2,000 men were lost in 20 minutes thus forcing
him to retire.
We will now pick up the story of David. He returned from his sick leave
after the battle of Stone's River. Another period of illness is mentioned, occuring in June 1863, but he recuperated in time to rejoin his regiment as a
teamster and was present for the "Battle of Chickamauga'", Georgia, September
19 to 21, 1863. The "Battle of Missionary Ridge'" followed, November 24 and 25,
with a story book charge by General George Thomas and his '"Westerners'" up the
steep Missionary Ridge on the southern edge of Chattanooga, Tennessee. This assault has become almost as well known as Pickett's charge at Gettysburg, but
with a different outcome, for the results vas a stunning success for the Union
forces. David was wounded in that battle on November 25, 1863, the extent of
which is not known, but he was admitted to a hospital in Nashville, Tennessee.
The 79th Indiana, under General Thomas, Army of the Cumberland, marched to the
relief of Knoxville, Tennessee, November 17 to December 1863. Whether David
was on the march or whether he was transferred thee by rail, we do not know,
but on April 8, 1864, he died at Knoxville, of '"Typhoid Pneumonia'".

c

We have seen that two of Andrew's sons have died thus far in the war, one
in battle and one of disease. Finding the story of Andrew Junion will conclude
this report, and should be an interesting one.

*

*

*

( Eds. Byron has found an effective literary device for entwining history and
genealogy and thus giving elements of life and substance to past events and
individuals. This story also explains the basis for the record on the following
page. This was received as a result of my inquiry about John Wesley Eller of
Buncombe County, North Carolina, killed in action in east Tennessee in late
1864 or early 1865, and, according to family tradition,was buried in the Knoxville National Cemetary. No record for John Wesley's burial has been found.
I am pleased to pass this record on to Baron.)
(We are endebted to Byron for the following)
CIVIL WAR PHOTOS- If you loan your photo of a Civil War Veteran for copying,
the Department of Army will send you a complimentary 8 x 10 of each. The goal
of this project is to have a likeness of every Civil War soldier. These photos
are being catalogued and will be made available for researching and scholars.
Include identifying information such as name, rank, unit and dates of birth and
death. Write first so they can send you a franked mailing label and the forms
needed to accompany the photo. Write to: Michael J. Viney, Curator, Dept. of
the Army Military History Inst., Carlisle Barracks, PA 17013-5009. (This from
Defiance County chapter, Ohio Genealogical Society Bulletin '"Yesterdays Trails'",
Winter issue 1988)

c
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<Eds.Some of given names of Catholic Ellers are in Latin.>
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and the
Part I I:
IGI Eller records from Bayern <Bavaria>
will
appear in
1990
the August
Pfalz
<Palatinate>
Chronicles)
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ELLERS IN THE CIVIL WAR
Byron H. Eller, 6507 Jack Hill Drive, Oroville, 95966
[cont'd from The Eller
Chronicles, Vol.
III, No.
1989, pp.37-38. <David Eller and Andrew Eller, Jr.)]
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It is interesting to note that the date of the death of
David Eller on the "Report of
Internment" is given as
February 12, 1864,
whereas his service record from the
National Archives states it was April 8, 1864, in fact on
three different forms. I'm confident they are the same David
Eller, but which is correct?
Now on Andrew Eller, Jr. The service record of Andrew Jr.
has been received and we continue that family's tragic tale.
Andrew Jr. was born in Marion County, Indiana, on August 16,
1862. He was 19 years of age, and from his description note
that he was six feet tall,
which was well above the average
height for men of that day.
Since Andrew enlisted at the
same time as his two brothers, and into the same regiment,
the 79th Indiana Infantry, he would have participated in the
Battle of Perryville,
Kentucky, in October 1962,
and later
in the year at the Battle of Stones River <Murfreesboro,
Tennessee>. No doubt he was present in the same engagement
that claimed the life of his older brother, Thomas.
It is
possible he was with his brother when he died.
The Union Army went into winter 9uarters at Murfreesboro,
which became a huge Northern supply base. Here in winter
camp Andrew fell
ill, and on February 12, 1963,
he died of
typhoid fever.
We noted in our last account that brother,
David,
also died of typhoid fourteen months later at
Knoxville, Tennessee. At a later writing it
is intended to
explore farther the medical problems of the soldiers of the
Civil War, noteins especially the prevalent disease typhoid
fever.
CAPTAIN CALVIN ELLER
A recent letter to Peter Lenn Eller brought a prompt reply,
in which he gave a biographical sketch of his great, great
grandfather, Calvin Eller, I thought it would be of interest
sharing it with all the readers of the Chronicles.

First, let me call attention to the listing of Calvin Eller
in G.M.E. by Hook,
p. 175. There he gives Calvin,
a son of
Henry Eller, born 1930, married to Caroline Turner, and that
he was a
"Captain in the army of the Confederate States of
(82)

America •• " Thet~e were two Calvin Ellers in the 58th N.C.
Inf., Captain Calvin Eller and private Calvin Eller, Jr. The
latter soldier enlisted October 10, 1863, at Jefferson, Ashe
County, N.C.,and his service record states he was wounded
near Bunker Hill, Virginia,
May 19, 1864.
It seems to me
that Calvin Eller,
son of Peter <G.M.E.
p.174>, born 1845,
is the captain and the great grandfather of Peter Lenn
Eller. Therefore, I believe Hook to be in error here.
Following is the written account of Calvin Eller by Peter
Lynn Eller. I shall follow this story with some additional
comments.
Peter Lenn(8), P.J.(7), Benjamin Harrison(6),
Calvin(5), Peter(4) Henry(3), Peter(2), George Michael Eller(!)

Calvin was born January 30, 1844 in Ashe County, North carolina, to
Peter and Nancy Brooks Eller. He enlisted in the 58th N.C. State Troops,
carpany L, on July 20, 1862. He was elected to the rank of first lieutenant
by the men of his carpany. Sanetime in mid 1863 he was praooted to the
rank of captain.
During the winter of 1862 & 1863 the 58th N.C. was stationed at Big
Creek Gap near Jacksboro, Tennessee. The winter was spent in outpost duty,
picketing this and neighboring passes in the CUmberland Mountains. In the
surrmer of 1863 the regiment joined the Al:my of Tennessee under the ccmnand
of General Bragg. In the battle of Chicanauga, Septanber 18 to 20, 1863
the 58th N.C., in a charge that captured the enany stronghold on Snodgrass
Hill, suffered greatly with over one half of those that went into action
being killed or wounded. calvin was wounded in the right knee at this
battle. Other battles that the 58th were involved in ~ the Battle of
Missionary Ridge, November 1863, and the battles in and around Atlanta,
Georgia. Calvin was wounded once again in June 1864 during the Battle of
Kennesaw Mountain, Georgia, this time in the wrist.
In November, 1864, the regiment rroved back to Tennessee. There in
the Battle of Columbia the regiment captured an enany fort and they were
charged with rroving the Union prisoners to Corinth, Mississippi. After
being relieved of the prisoners they joined up with Hood's anny and traveled
by rail to Branchville, South Carolina. The regiment reached the vicinity
of Columbia, S.C. in February 1865. There they had skirmishes with men of
Shennan's anny. Now part of General Johnston's ccmnand, the 58th N.C.
prepared for it's last battle, numbering only about 300 men, at the Battle of
Bentonville, N.C., on March 18, 1865. Afer this battle the men marched
toward the capitol of Raleigh and on the 16th of April 1865 encamped at
Greensboro, N.C. Here the regiment was selected as a guard for the large
accurrulation of North carolina quartermasters stores. At Greensboro the
regiment was paid in Mexican silver dollars. One dollar and fourteen cents
to each officer and enlisted man present.
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General Johnston • s General Order No. 18 announcing the surrender of
the army was received on April 27, 1865. The paroles were received on
May 2, 1865 and were given to the regiment which inmediately as an organized
txxly rrarched to Statesville where it disbanded-sane rrarching to their
hanes in the rrountains of Ashe and Watauga Counties. My great grandfather
came back to Ashe where in 1869 he rrarried Celia Jane Heath. They raised
a large fanily in the Walnut Hill Township. calvin fanned roost of his life,
but he was appointed a justice of the peace in the 1890s. calvin and his
wife-:>
<"...:Were "'praninent members of the Mountain Union Baptist Church. Celia passed
CMay on January 30, 1916, and calvin passed way on October 18, 1920. Both
are buried in the Eller Fanily Cemetery on the Phoenix Mountain in Ashe
County, North carolina.
Peter Lenn Eller
P.O. Box 739
Jeffersjon, N.C. 28640
calvin's service record obtained from the National Archives in Washington
D.C. gives very little additional information to that given by Peter.
calvin was praroted to captain June 1, 1863, near Dalton, Georgia. Various
papers such as officers pay accounts, and requisition forms, are signed
"calvin Eller, captain, comnanding Co. L, 58th Regt. N.C. Vol., (Palmer's
Partisan Rangers)" • However, none of these papers are dated later than
January 15, 1864. Then his service record has an entry that captain Eller
"tenders his resignation", effective October 12, 1864. No other explanation
is given, nor is a muster out fonn with date of discharge given. If
his resignation was accepted, calvin did not continue in the service to
the end of the war in April 1865.
Why did he choose to resign or leave the army? (if he did). There may
be one explanation. As noted on a special fonn in his records, calvin
applied for a soldier's pension on July 13, 1905, by reason of wounds
received 'while at Marietta, in the State of Georgia, on or about the
22nd day of June, 1864". It could be that the wound to the wrist, rrentioned
by Peter Lenn in his account, proved to be so serious that calvin found
it difficult to perfonn the duties required of a captain comnanding a
canpany and chose to resign his carmission and leave the army.
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What were the circlDTStances and where was the 58th N.C. Inf. on June 22,
1864, when calvin received his wound? During the Atlanta campaign the
58th was part of Lt. Gen. John Bell Hood's Corps. On June 22, the
Northern Army was advancing toward Marietta, Georgia, with Atlanta as the
main objective. But Hood, who had been given command of all of the
Confederate forces engaged (Army of the Tennessee) decided to take the
offensive and attacked the Yankees at Kolb's Farm. (Approximately 2 miles
south west of Marietta). The COnfederate attack was repulsed with grievous
losses, the greatest nunber being in calvin's division, which was now in
great disarray. The Battle of Kolb's Fann is known as the "Rehearsal for
Atlanta's Docrn", which was eventuually occupied by Shennan's troops September
2, 1864. It would be interesting to know if calvin was with Hood's army
of the Tennessee during the intervening weeks between Kolb' s Fann and the
fall of Atlanta, or whether his wound had incapacitated him. If calvin
left the army in October, it would have been prior to Hood's march north
into TePnessee with the intention of retaking that state, and Kentucky,
for the COnfederacy. This carrpaign by Hood failed disastrously, just
as the Kolb Fann attack had failed.
(84)

BEHIND THE LINES

With the Ellers in the Civil War
Byron H. Eller, 6507 Jack Hill Drive, Oroville, CA 95966

Following the Salisbury Conference Gerald, as well as other, asked
if the talk on the Civil War could be made available for printing in
"The Eller Chronicles". The material presented was taken fran notes only,
and so the thought occurred that perhaps the talk had been recorded on
tape which would have made it simpler to reproduce for printing. However,
so far there is no indication that it was recorded. To carply with the
requests, therefore, an attempt has been made to carpile the material,
at least in sane similar fonn, with a few additinal points of interest.
The reading about, and study of the Civil War for the presentation
was extremely interesting, and revealing, to me. The goal to make that
period of our ancestral history more meaningful and understandable has been
partially achieved. The work continues, and as new infonna.tion becanes
available it is my intention to share it with all the readers of the
"Chronicles". Several people have been most generous in sharing their own
material and knowledge, and suggestions, in response to fonner articles
and to tlhe Salisbury presentation. However, I would like to take this
opportunity to publicly acknowledge and express my appreciation to Madeline
Fletcher, of Ft. Collins, Colorado, for making available a great amount
of archival records, particularly Confederate, of Eller Soldiers, which
she and her mother had gathered over several years time. This has saved
much time and effort, not to mention expense, and it came in time to
incorporate in the Salisbury talk.
Since the First Eller Conference was held in North Carolina it was
especially enjoyable and exciting to me, for this was my first trip and
introduction to the locality where many of my ancestors lived. At the same
time I felt it would be appropriate to present to the participants some
thoughts fran a Southern aspect, and of North Carolina in particular.
Same people get bored and bogged dawn with statistics and figures, but
being a physician I have been exposed to statistics for years, and found
that this was perhaps a natural place to begin in developing sane concept
of how that terrible conflict, the Civil War, reached dawn and touched the
lives, not only of the individual soldier, but of entire families. This
then is the study of those times and events in respect to our Eller ancestors
and heritage.
With a voting population at the outbreak of the Civil War of less
than 115,000, North Carolina furnished to the Confederate cause 127,000
troops (78 full regiments and same 20 battalions), or more than one fifth
(20%) of the men who marched beneath the Southern cause, in addition to
the Militia and Home Guards who rendered useful, though short, tours of
duty, under state authority. ( 1) Fran the Confederate records in my
possession, though not complete as of this date, there were 140 Ellers
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on the official Confederate muster rolls during the war period. It is
found that North carolina produced 82 (59%) of these Eller soldiers. The
remainder came from other states as follows: Georgia 18, Virginia 16,
South Carolina 5, Missouri 5, Tennessee 5, Kentucky 1.
Statistics show that there were 94,000 confederate soldiers killed
in action or mortally wounded, (one quarter of the Confederacy's white men
of milita:ry age). By wars end nearly 164,000 soldiers died of wounds or
disease, a staggering total of 64% of all deaths.(2) "North Carolina can
never forget that in obedience to her coomand more than 40, 000 of her bravest,
best, and brightest young men fill soldier's graves".(3) A similar ratio
holds for the Eller soldiers, for it is found there were 3 killed on the
battle field, but 20 Ellers died of diseases in ~e five~ears of war,
or 83% of the total deaths, (in contrast to the ~~,,.12- figure of 64%).
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Many are the reasons for such a tragic number of losses due to disease.
69% of Confederate soldiers were farmers, coming mostly from small farms
and rural coomunities. An example of such areas in the mid 19th centu:ry
would certainly be Rowan, Wilkes, Ashe, and like counties of North carolina.
Rarely had these men congregated in large groups in confined space.
Relatively few had been exposed to common communicable diseases, such as
measles, chicken pox, mumps, or whooping cough. As a result, when they
arrived by the thousands at their first encampments, they were easy prey
for viruses, and bacteria, to which many of their city bred companions
were irrmune. ( 4) Early in the war many of the camps were poorly positioned
and kept, and an invisible enemy flourished here. Under such conditions
and circumstances in these encampments, the filth, poor sanitation with
little regard to camp garbage, refuse, proper positioning of latrines,
adequate storage of food, heaps of manure~ all added to spawn diseases
such as acute and chronic diarrhea, dysente:ry, and typhoid. Perhaps one
fourth ( 25%) of noncanbat death in the Confederacy resulted from typhoid,
coomonly called "camp fever".(S)
Food was frequently scarce or inadequate, of poor quality, often
spoiled and infested with vennin. Drinking water became stagnant and
polluted. The knowledge of infection and it's causes was still primitive.
Any amputation was accompanied with almost 100% infection, or "surgical
fever" as it was called, blood Poisoning, gangrene or osteanyelitis.
However, as the war progressed the men became more accustaned to their
circumstances, and as their systems became more immune to these afflictions,
the incidence of common infections declined. In the last two years of
the war as sanitation improved, along with the increased immunity, the
incidence of typhoid also declined.
If you will study the accompanying chart of the twenty Ellers who died
of diseases in the Civil War you will note a close relationship to the above
figures relating to the medical problems current during the war's duration.
Of the first twelve men to die all occurred before Februa:ry 1863, or about
half way into the war. The average time from enlistment to death of these
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PLACE OF BIRI'H

DATE ENL.

DATE DEATH

MJNTHS

CAUSE DEATH

JO:

19

Wilkes Co. NC

9/24/61

5/30/62

8 mo.

Typhoid

Charlottsville, Va.

WI

?

Grayson Co. , Va.

3/20/62

7/9/62

4 mo.

Typhoid

Charlottsville, va

EJ:lV;

38

Rowan Co. , NC

3/14/62

7/19/62

4 mo.

Chr. Diarrhea

Danville, Va.

AIEXANDER

@21

Catawba Co., NC

4/16/62

7/26/62

3 mo.

Typhoid

Petersburg, Va.

w

?

Georgia

?

9/11/62

<tJ:isease
mo) ~

31

Wilkes Co., NC

3/26/62

9/13/62

6 mo.

Fever ?

Drewry 1 s Bluff, Va.

30

Rowan Co. NC

9/6/62

11/62

2 mo.

Disease ?

Winchester, Va.

HARVEY G.

?

Wilkes Co., NC

2/12/62

11/21/62

9 mo.

Typhoid

Drewry 1 s Bluff, Va

MJ

34

Rowan Co. , NC

9/6/62

12/22/62

3 mo.

"Abscessus"

Mt. Jackson, Va.

28

Rowan Co. , NC

3/24/62

12/25/62

9 mo.

Meningitis

Petersburg, Va.

EL

27

Rowan Co. , NC

9/3/62

2/2/63

5 mo.

Typhoid

Richnond, va.

w•

38

Wilkes Co. , NC

9/23/62

2/25/63

5 mo.

Pneumonia

Richnond, va.

DA'

.
E.

RI

co

...
lO
-.1

.;

PLACE DEATH

AGE

NAME

OS

Av

19

JO
JAMES

Rowan Co. , NC
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Acute diarrhea

Harrisburg, Pa. ,

34

Wilkes Co., NC

3/25/62

9/25/63
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Elmira, NY.
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Elmira, NY.
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Front Royal, P.O.WW
Captured, 6/3/64
Cold Harbor, Va ••
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twelve Ellers was a mere 5.2 months, showing vividly that these diseases
ravaging the training canps struck hardest at new recruits. Again, typhoid
was the common killer, claiming seven of the twenty, or 35% (some more
than the 25% mentioned above) .
Then you will note that the last eight men had an average time of
21 months from mustering in to time of death, a decided difference to the
first twelve men. Of interest are the final two men who died within a
month of each other while prisoners of war in the Elmira, New York, prison
carrp. The cause of death given as "variola" is the old term for "small
pox". Indeed, small pox was a dreaded disease that occurred in epidanics,
not only in prison camps but in anny camps as well. As of this time I
have not found a record of a typhoid epidemic at Elmira prison camp during
the winter of 1864/65, but it is written that there were 793 cases of
scw:vy reported that winter, due to the lack of vegetables. ( 6)

c

"If there was a hell on earth", wrote a Texan, "Elmira prison was
that hell. No compound struck a deeper chill into the hearts of Confederate
soldiers" . Opened in July 18 64, it occupied 30 acres along New York' s
Chemung River .... In December 1864, it was reported that more than 1,000
of the prisoners at Elmira had inadequate clothing and no blankets ....
Snall wonder that for six of it's 12 months of existence, Elmira led all
Northern prisons in it's death rate, an average of 10 a day ...• By the time
Elmira closed it's gates in the summer of 1865, more than 12,000 Confederates
had dwelt within it's stockade; almost 3,000 of them had died there.(7)
As mentioned previously it was thought to be appropriate to bring
before those attending the conference something special about North
Carolina tiOOps since the conference was being held in North carolina,
and doubtless the majority of the attendees would be North Carolinians.
For sane time I had been thinking on this subject, when I noted inscribed
on the cover of the five volumes of Clark's North carolina Regiments this
motto, "First at Bethel, Farthest to the Front at Gettysburg and Chicamauga,
last at Appanattox". This caught my eye and interest, and in pursuing the
subject decided that this might be an appropriate subject for the
conference, especially if Ellers were found to be envolved at these times
and places.
FIRST AT BETHEL
Even before North carolina had secceeded fran the Union this state
had organized the 1st Regiment, North Carolina Infantry, but the seiVice
of the regiment was not to exceed six months. ( 8) Following the Union advance
up the Virginia peninsula, North carolina responded to a request to help
meet that threat. It did so by sending this 800 man regiment to the
peninsula, and it became the primary organization envolved in the skirmish
known as the "Battle of Big Bethel" which took place near the Big Bethel
Church, 13 miles from Yorktown, Virginia. It is generally admitted that

(
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a Young North Carolina soldier, by the name of Henry L. Wyatt, of Company
A, was the first Confederate soldier killed in action during the Civil War. ( 9)
Hence the saying "First at Bethel" . No Ellers are found to have pafticipated
in the Battle of Big Bethel, though three Ellers joined that regiment after
it's six month tenn of service had expired, and it became known as the
1st Regiment North Carolina State Troops.
FARTHEST TO THE FOONI' AT GETTYSBURG
This claim has been made by North Carolinians since the ill fated
charge by Pickett's division up Cemetery Ridge on July 3, 1863. It has
also been discussed and challenged by men at that time, and by veteran
groups during their years of gatherings and conventions following the war.
Today it is still written about in Civil War Books and magazines, with
supposedly new light and data being discovered. Virginians especially
have taken umbrage at this claim. What is the fact and what is fabrication?
Was it Pickett' s (Virginians) , or Pettigrew's (North Carolinians) division
who broke first at the stone wall on Cemetery Ridge? Pickett and Pettigrew
both suffered terrible losses. One of Pettigrew's regiments, the 26th
North Carolina Infantry, had 588 casualties out of 800 men engaged.
Co. F, of the regiment lost all 91 of it's members in the charge.(lO)
Since there were four Ellers in the 26th NC Infantry, we will pursue
in particular the history and experiences of this regiment. The 26th NC
was organized at "Camp of Instruction", Crab Tree NC, 3 miles from Raleigh,
July and August, 1861, 10 companies from 10 different North Carolina counties,
including Wilkes County "Wilkes Volunteers", Ashe County "Jeff Davis
Mountaineers", Union County "Waxhaw Jackson Guards", Wake County "Wake
Guards" . At it' s full canplenent, it mnnbered 1, 898 men, which was more
than was enrolled in any regiment furnished the Confederate annies from
North Carolina. It ranained on active duty in North Carolina until May
1863, when it was sent to Virginia to be part of the Anny of Northern
Virginia, and ready for the participation of Lee's invasion of the North.
On July 1, 1863 at McPherson's Woods, Gettysburg battlefield, it was actively
engaged against Meredith's "Iron Brigade" • Here of the 800 men available
for the action, 588 became casualties.(11) On July 3rd the 26th NC with
it's 200 ranaining men were to participate in the final great effort of
the battle, which ever after has been known as "Pickett's ~e".
Pettigrew, with the 26th, advanced surprisingly farther than those of
Pickett's command. The flag of the 26th was planted on the wall near Arnold's
Battery, same 200 feet or more beyond the stone wall where Pickett's force
was stopped, or at least 100 feet farther than the deepest penetration by
the Virginians. ( 12) The color bearer of the 26th was shot down while
attempting to plant the flag on the wall. Only two men reached the wall.
The Yankees induced the two to surrender. ( 13 )
0~ t*/.1~ ~6Ji,..
Seventy men~de it back to the Confederate lines, the remainder were
killed or captured. The official records disclose that 126 men remained
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missing, all supposedly captured on the 3rd day of the battle. The cannanding
officer of the 26th, Col. Henry Burgwyn, Jr., was mortally wounded at
Gettysburg (July 1st) known as "the boy Colonel of the Confederacy", being
only 21 years of age, probably the youngest officer of his rank in the
Confederate army. "He had died a hero's death leading the 26th NC into
action. The 26th was virtually destroyed on that fateful first day at
Gettysburg in it's fight ••• The gallantry of that assault and the sheer courage
of sustained attack in the face of almost hopeless odds have few, if any,
counter parts in military history". ( 14) The casualty figures for the
two days of battle (July 1 &3) make the 26th NC the most casualties suffered
during a single battle by a Confederate unit in the Civil War. (86 killed,
588 wounded).(15)
We became interested in these accounts of heroism, suffering and loss
when we are aware of the fact that the following Ellers were members of
this, the most famous and celebrated Confederate reg~nt.

c

Jacob M. ( 5) , Jacob( 4), Peter Jr. ( 3) , Peter( 2) , George Michael( 1) •
Pvt., Co.C, 26th NC Inf.
Jacob deserted his canpany on June 16, 1863 just prior to the movement
of the Confederate army into Pennsylvania. He did return to duty
with his unit and was wounded on May 5, 1864, in the Battle of the
Wilderness. He returned to duty again after his wounding and was
captured by the enemy near Petersburg, Virginia, March 25, 1865.
James F.(5), Nancy(4), Peter Jr.(3), Peter(2), George Michael(1).
Pvt., Co. B, 26th NC Inf.
He deserted on April 13, 1863, also absent for the Gettysburg campaign.
Returned to duty later, but again deserted and remained A.W.O.L.
throughout most of the remainder of the war.
James Madison(5), Absolam(4), John(3), Peter(2), George Michael(1).
Pvt., Co. C, 26th NC Inf.
James Madison was from Wilkes County where he enlisted June 12, 1861,
at the age of 23. He was captured at Gettysburg on July 3rd. Perhaps
we can imagine this brave soldier as being one of those 200 remaining
in his regiment after the terrible slaughter of July 1st at
McPherson's Woods, and being a participant in the heroic charge under
Pettigrew up to or near the stone wall, only to be one of the 126
captured when that charge eventually was repulsed. This soldier
remained a prisoner of war and was exchanged February 18, 1865.
He married Louisa Vannoy, February 8, 1867, at Jefferson, Ashe Co. ,
NC.
Leander(5), Nancy(4), Peter Jr.(3), Peter(2), George Michael(1).
Pvt., Co. C, 26th NC Inf. (a brother of James F., see above)
Leander, also from Wilkes County, was captured the same date as James
Madison. Their experiences paralleled each other as to prisons and
date of parole. Leander and Loderma Nicholls were married March 21,
1865, in Wilkes County, NC.
(90)
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Now canes an admitted problem. After the presentation of the above
at the Salisbury conference, Bob and Gwyn Eller volunteered the interesting
information that he was a descendant of Nancy Eller, through her son James
Eller, and his son Thomas Gaither Eller, Bob's grandfather. Bob states
that James Eller, (G.M.E., by Hook, p. 128) by tradition had the middle
name of Madison, whereas I had thought the middle initial was "F" , or "Y" •
Thomas Madison (Hook, p. 85) was a son of Absolan. Both James were fran
Wilkes County, both born in 1840, and both were in the 26th NC regiment
according to the National Archives records. But Hook has no ccnment that
either were participants in the Civil War. If anyone has enlightenment
on this question, both Bob and I would welcome any clarification.

(

FARI'HFST AT CHICAMAUGA
out of the 78 North Carolina regiments engaged in t.the Army of the
Confederacy, only 7 of tb?T were sent to participate in the battles of
the Western theater. Since only one of the seven regiments contained members
of the Eller family renarks will be limited to that regiment. The 58th
regiment was organized in Mitchell county, North Carolina, July 24, 1862.
Several counties were represented in this regiment, but the Ellers came
fran Watauga and Ashe Counties. In fact the captain of Canpany L, was
Calvin Eller, of Ashe county (more on him later). The Brigade corrmander
was Brigadier General John H. Kelly, 23 years old, making him the youngest
general officer in the Confederate anny, whereas Henry Bu.rgwyn, Jr, as already
noted, was the youngest regimental corrrnander.~a.,, .. N"~.t.)
The claim made by North Carolina, "the farthest at Chicamauga" envolves
the very critical action on an elevated prominence that was known as Snodgrass
Hill, September 20, 1863. "In the attack on Snodgrass Hill, fran 2:00
p.m., continuing until well after dark, the Union line was subjected to
an unremitting series of vigorous assaults by Longstreet's entire wing.
This attack was probably the single most devastating battlefield offensive
of the war: more effective even than Jackson's coup at Chancellorsville.
Only the last minute arrival of Union Brig. Gen. James B. Steedman's division
restored the precarious balance and prevented an irretrievable Union
disaster.(16) As General George Thomas (general cammanding all Union forces
late this afternoon) began to withdraw fran Snodgrass Hill after 6:00 p.m.,
three Union regiments were captured nearly intact by Kelly's brigade,
with the 58th a part.(17)

(

In the charge that captured the Union stronglhold at the close of that
eventful Sunday, the loss in killed and wounded was over one half of those
carried into action •••• the casualties in the 58th regiment exceeded the
combined loss of the other regiments of the brigade. This was absolute,
unarguable defeat for the Yankees. But the Army of Tennessee
knew how to enjoy it's first grand victory. Chicamauga, probably the greatest
and certainly the bloodiest of all the battles won by the South. It was
in brief the largest haul ever made by either side on a single field of
battle. ( 18)
(91)
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The roster of the 58th NC Inf. Regiment contains 6 Ellers.
Alfred P. (ancestral line not known)
Pvt., Co. I, 58th NC Inf.
Enlisted August 5, 1862. This entry was found on his service record.
"A.P. Eller deserted the 20th Sept. 63, (actually the day of the battle
described above), not dropped from the roll but expect him to return
again". Alfred did return, and was present until he was captured
near Marietta, Georgia, July 23, 1864.
Calvin( 4), Henry( 3), Peter( 2), George Michael( 1).
Pvt., Co. L, 58th NC Inf.

(

Calvin( 5), Peter Jr. ( 4), Henry( 3), Peter( 2), George Michael( 1).
Capt., Co. L, 58th NC Inf.
Again I have run into difficulty identifying for a certainty the lineage
of the two Calvin Ellers mentioned here. Hook makes mention of the
first named calvin on p. 175, and the second on p. 174. Peter Lenn
Eller of Jefferson, NC, and Loveta Schweers of Salisbury, MD, are
great grand children of Captain Eller and they have been generous as
well as helpful in obtaining historical background on capt. calvin.
Capt. Calvin Eller enlisted July 20, 1862, from Jefferson, Ashe
county, NC. He participated in the charge on Snodgrass Hill, reaching
the crest of the hill with his regiment at sunset of Septenber 20,
1863. On June 1, 1864 he was promoted to captain, but resigned his
commission on october 12, 1864.
Jacob ( anestral line not found)
Sgt., Co. L, 58th NC Inf.
This man is possibly a brother of William, below. They enlisted on
the same date, at the same place, and deserted first time the same
day, June 26, 1863. He was reduced in rating to private but returned
to duty on June 19, 1863, and it is probable that he was present
at the Battle of Chicamauga.
Peter (ancestral line not known)
Pvt., Co. G, 58th NC Inf.
Born 1825 in Wilkes county, NC. Did not enlist until October 25,
1863, or one month after the Battle of Chicamauga.
Willian (ancestral line not found)
Pvt., Co. L, 58th NC Inf.
Enlisted July 20, 1862, Ashe county NC. His service record makes
mention of deserting his campany on three different occasions, one
being at the time of the Battle of Chicamauga. He was court martialed
February 8, 1864, probably for being A.W.O.L. at that time.
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lAST AT APJU.1ATI'OX
After four long years of death, disease, and destruction, the
Civil War was finally caning to an end in an obscure little village in
Virginia's hinterland, Apopamattox Court House. The Army of Northern
Virginia, hungry, exhausted, and dispirited, had cane here. An apprehensive
calm brooded over the anny. To the sourthwest the enemy now held Appomattox
Station, sane five miles away. At General Bryan Grimes urging it was finally
decided to make one last attempt in the morning to break through the Union
force in front, despite the fact that Lee had probably less then 30,000
effective anned men and was faced by more than 60, 000.
Lee's canp was astir in the pre dawn darkness of Sunday, April 9.
General Grimes, with General John B. Gordon's and General Robert E. Lee' s
acquiescens, took upon himself to make one final charge, endeavoring to
break through the Union cavalry that was in front. For a brief moment
the road to escape seened to be open, but the last brave charge failed,
the final effort ever to be made by the anny of General Robert E. Lee.
"Their last hope is gone, It is the end!"
In the decimated division commanded by Bryan Gr~s were the remains
of several North Carolina regiments. The regiment of particular interest
to the Ellers would be the 53rd NC Infantry. This regiment had the highest
number of Eller soldiers of any similar unit, either Confederate or Union.
The 53rd was mustered in the latter part of the winter and first part of
the spring of 1862, and was organized at Camp Mangum, near Raleigh, the
first week in May, 1962. It was made up of men fran near a dozen different
counties, but the nine Ellers all ccme fran Wilkes county. As a regiment
in The Army of Northern Virginia, under the command of General Robert E.
Lee, it had participated in many of the important battles of that anny.
As we review the service records of these 9 men we can' t help but be impressed
and saddened by the high attrition rate due to illness, and death itself.
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David H.(S), Simeon(4), John(3), Peter(2), George Michael(1).
Sgt., Co. K, 53rd NC Inf.
Born July 10, 1830. He maried Mary (Polly) McNeil February 1, 1854.
Enlisted March 26, 1862, at the age of 31 years. he was sick one
week with the "fever", and died Septanber 13, 1862, near Dewry's
Bluff, Virginia. He is interred in the New Hope Cenetery,
Wilkes County. His grave site was viewed by a half dozen descendants
of Simeon Eller following the Salisbury conference. Unfortunately
the head stone is in disrepair, broken in half. This sad condition
concerns those that were present that day who would be interested
in seeing proper repairs canpleted. If you have any suggestion please
let us know.
Francis(S), Absolam(4), John(3), Peter(2),
Pvt., Co. K, 53rd NC Inf.
Enlisted September 13, 1862, by Capt.
This soldier had considerable illness
February 1864, then was A.W.O.L. fran
information is given.
(93)

George Michael(1).
Jesse F. Eller, at age 30 years.
from time of enlistment through
october 1864, and no more
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Harrison H. ( 5), William( 4) , Peter Jr. ( 3) , Peter( 2) , George Michael( 1) •
Pvt., Co. K, 53rd NC Inf.
Enlisted November 3, 1862 at age 21 years. He was A.W.O.L. for six
months in 1863. vlas court martialed, penalty not given. Ill in Hospital
in Richmond, Va., from May 19, 1864, and was captured by the enemy
near Petersburg, Virginia, November 25, 1864.
Harvey G. (ancestral line not found)
Pvt., Co. K, 53rd NC Inf.
Enlisted Februm:y 12, 1862. Died at Drewry• s Bluff, Virginia,
November 21, 1862, diagnosed as pneumonia and typhoid fever.
James(5), Simeon(4), John(3), Peter(2), George Michael(1).
Pvt., Co. K, 53rd NC Inf.
age 23 years, attempted enlistment, but was rejected for reason of
disability. Type of disability is not known. James was not deterred
in his desire to help in the Southern cause, eventurally being active
in canbating organized bands of "bushwhackers" , and guerrillas that
became destructive in his part of North carolina.

(

Jesse Franklin(5), Simeon(4), John(3), Peter(2), George Michael)1)
Capt., Co. K, 53rd NC Inf.
Captain Eller assisted in organizing Co. K, of the 53rd NC infantry
regiment, and was cannissioned a first Lieutenant. He was promoted
to captain after the death of the company cannander at Gettysburg.
On May 9, 1864, at the Battle of the Wilderness, he was severely wounded
in the right shoulder. Jesse F. was still in cannand of what ranained
of his canpany, and was present for the surrender at
Appomattox Court House.
Mathis (ancestral line not found) unless this Mathis is Matthias:
Matthias(5), Absolom(4), John(3), Peter(2), George Michael(1).
See G.M.E. by Hook, p. 85. Both Mathis (by service record) and
Matthias were born in Wilkes county. Their age would be near the
same: Hook states Matthias was born March 22, 1831, and his service
record states that Mathis was 34 years old, March 25, 1862. Mathis
was wounded slightly July 1, 1863, at Gettysburg, and was captured
July 7, at Williansport, MD. He was sent to Harrisburg, PA, and died
there September 25, 1863, of acute diarrhea.
Willian A. ( 5), William( 4), Peter Jr. ( 3), Peter( 2), George Michael( 1).
Pvt., Co. K, 53rd NC Inf.
Applied for active service February 25, 1862, but was rejected,
probably under age. (16 years of age)

L

Willian H. (ancestral line not positively found, or possibly is:
Willian Harrison(5), Absolom(4), John(3), Peter(2) George Michael(1).
Corp., Co. K, 53rd NC Inf.
Born Septenber 16, 1843, brothers: Matthias, and Francis, both of 53rd
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and James Madison of the 26th NC. He enlisted February 26, 1862 at
the age of 18 years. By April 1864 he had attained the rating of
5th Sergeant. He was killed in action near Washington City (D.C.),
July 13, 1864, being one of the three Ellers actually killed on the
field of battle.
It is generally considered that full strength of a Confederate brigade
consisted of about 4 , 000 men, and that of a regiment, 1, 000 men. In
actuality it was rarely at these numbers due to illness, casualties, deaths,
furloughs, desertions, and end of enlistments. ( 19) However, available
figures show how these problems had canpounded by the time of the Appanattox
surrender. The total number of North carolina troops paroled at Appanattox
numbered 5,012 men. Grimes' Brigade could muster only 34 officers and 493
men (about 10% of full strength). The 53rd NC Regiment, which was now
in Grimes' Brigade, had 81 soldiers present. captain Jesse F. Eller was
comnanding officer of Co. K, but had only 3 men in his carmand. ( 20) There
were two other North Carolina Ellers present and listed as parolees of
the Army of Northern Virginia, surrendered by General Robert E. Lee
April 9, 1865, at Appomattox Court House, but that is a story for another
"Chronicles" issue.
After the presentation of the above subject matter at the Salisbury
conference, Lowell Eller, of Salem, Virginia, asked me if I had ever visited
the Appanattox Court House National Military Park. If not he suggested
that I would be highly interested in doing so, especially noting the North
carolina rnonurnen t erected carmanorating the North Carolina troops
surrendered there. I assured him I would do this since it was planned
to visit that place after the conference. To be sure seeing and reading
the inscriptions on that monument meant much to me after the study and
preparation of the material presented, for there on granite for all viewers
to see were these words: "First at Bethel, Farthest to the Front at Gettysburg
and Chicamauga. Last at Appanattox". Inscribed on the north face of the
monument were the words that will be found on the following page.
It will be noted that nothing has been given or said of the Ellers
in the Union forces who fought in the Civil War. This is an entirely
different subject. Though the number of men were fewer and the infonnation
on them scantier, there are just as fascinating facts and findings which
can be assembled and presented at a future time, provided, that is, people
are still willing to read on. That is all for this time fran "Behind the
Lines" with the Ellers at Gettysburg, Chicamauga and Appanattox.
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LAST AT APR:MATIOX
At this place the North carolina Brigade of Brigadier General
W.R. Cox of Grimes Division fired the last volley 9 April 1865.
Maj • Gen. Bryan Grimes of North Carolina planned the last battle
fought by the Army of Virginia, and carmanded the infantry
engaged here in the greater part of whan were North Garolinians.
This stone is erected by the authority of
'IHE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

of
NJRTH CAIDLINA

in grateful and pe:rpetual J'TleiTOry of the

valor, endurance and patriotism
of her sons
who followed with unshaken fidelity the
fortunes of the Confederacy to this closing scene,
faithful to the end.
erected 9 April 1905
North Carolina Appomattox Commission
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AT APPOMA'l'OX

A visit to Appanattox Court House N.M.P. has been a long looked forward
to occasion. This became a reality following the Eller Family Conference in
July 1989. The grounds are indeed a park, kept beautifully in it's still
rural setting. As I walked down the lanes, over the hillsides, and through
the buildings, my mind wandered back to almost 125 years ago when these sane
fields and hills were witness to history being unfolded, the final climax of
a long and bitter struggle. Here was assembled a large Union Army, and a much
smaller and leaner Confederate anny.
In the talk on the Civil War presented at Salisbury a recapitulation of
the Southern Army was given in respect to the number of North Carolina Troops.
Briefly, North Carolina furnished 127,000 Troops, or more than 20% of the total
Confederate Army. As I rocmed those hallowed grounds of Appanattox, I wondered
how many of those men were present here for the concluding scenes and events
of the war at this place.
The first known list of Condederate parolees of the Army of Northern Viginia
surrendering at Appanattox Court House, Virginia, 9 April 1865, was delivered
to General Robert E. Lee, with a duplicate being delivered to Lt. Gen. Ulysses
s. Grant. That list nanes 28,231 officers and men surrendered by General Lee.
Of that m.mber approximately 5, 500 were North Carolinians, or 19.5%, very close
to the original ratio. (see Clark, North Carolina Reg~ents, 1861/65, Vol. V,
p. 574)
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Other lists have been forthcoming since those days, the most recent and
canplete being published in 1989 as a volume in "The Virginia Civil War Battles
and Leaders Series". Being interested in knowing if an Eller was present
at the surrender, I found none listed in that book, and this fact pranpted
me to write the letter, a copy of which is included here, to the historian
of the Appanattox Court House N.M.P. Believing that his answer would be of
interest to the Eller family members, it also is enclosed.
Of the approximately 150 Ellers in the service of the Confederate States
of America, only three are known by me to have been present at the
Appanattox surrender:
(1). Jesse Franklin(5) Eller, Simeon(4), John(3), Peter(2), George Michael(1).
It was a thrill for me to meet Jesse Franklin's great grandson, Burton Eller
of Arlington, Virginia, at the Salisbury Conference. This soldier's story
would be most interesting, and hopefully will have it for future publication.
(2). James(5) Eller, Charles(4), John(3), John Melcher(2), Jacob(1). This
soldier, I believe, is Peggy Agner Troutman's great grandfather, (see E.F.C.
Vol. III, #3, p. 68) and I would hope to have more on James, and his two brothers,
for another time.
( 3) . Charles Eller. Here I would hope to have help fran the readers in
identifying this Eller. He was fran Virginia, probably the Fredricksburg area.
Am wondering if Lowell Eller, a fellow Virginian, can cane to my aid and furnish
some clues on this man.

(

The response of the readers to the articles on the Civil War, and to the
talk presented at the Salisbury conference has been most heartening. This
makes the time spent in researching and writing well rewarded. Please keep
up the correspondence with suggestions and any information you may have on our
common ancestors.
Byron H. Eller
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October 26, 1989

Chief Historian
Appomattox Court House N.M.P.
P.O. Box 218
Appomattox, VA 24522
Dear Sir,
On a recent visit to the Appomattox Court House N.M.P. headquarters
I was shown the book "Pm:olees at Appanatox, April 9 to 15, 1865",
the Virginia Civil War Battles and Leaders Series, by Willian G. Nine,
and Ronald G. Wilson, 1st edition, 1989, H.E. Howard Inc., Lynchburg,
Virgiania. On a quick glance through the book I find no parolees
listed with the surnane of "Eller". Therefore, I an subnitting three
names for your consideration and investigation, for possible addition
in a new revised edition of that book which I understand is being
considered.
Jesse Franklin Eller, capt., Co. K, 53rd N.C. Regt. Fran his service
record, U. S. National Archives, I notice that his "Name appears as
a signature to a Parole of Prisoners of War ••• done at Appomattox
Court House, Virginia, April 9, 1865", Roll #433. Clark, North
Carolina Regiments, Vol. V, p. 494, has captain Eller on the "Parole
List at Appomattox, copied fran duplicate roll delivered to Gen. Lee
at the surrender".

(

Janes Eller, Pvt., Co. H, 23rd N.C. Regt. Fran his service rcord,
U. S. National Archives, "Name appears on Roll of Prisoners of war ...
surrendered by Gen. Robert E. Lee ... pm:oled at Appomattox Court House
Va., April 9, 1965", Micro copy No. M., 295. Also, in Clark (above
mentioned book), p. 510, lists James Eller in same manner.
Charles Eller, Pvt. , capt. Pollock I s Co. , ( Mayre Is Co. of Fredericsburg
Artillery) . Also on "Roll of Prisoners of War ... Surrendered at
Appomattox Court House", National Archives service record, Micro
copy 324; Roll No. 330 & Roll No. 334.
After reviewing the above information I would appreciate your reply.
Enclosed is a self address envelope for your convenience. Thank You.
Sincerely Yours,

jlJ
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United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

(
IN IIEPLY 1\EnR TO:

November 3, 1989

APPOMATTOX COURT HOUSE
NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK
Post Office Box 218
Appomattox, VA 2A522~18

(804) 352-8987

Dr. Byron H. Eller
6507 Jack Hill Drive
Oroville, CA 95966
Dear Dr. Elle:::-:
This is in response to your letter of October 26, 1989, regarding
the omission of three parolees with the surname of "Eller".
First, I wish to thank you for supplying us with the information
on these three parolees. Secondly, I have added their names to our
listing of parolees and wish to assure you that they will be
included in any future printings of the book.
Thank you for visiting the Appomattox Court House National
Historical Park and for taking the time to provide us with the
information on three parolees omitted from our book.
Sincerely yours,

{h .. __

~

Historian
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BEHIH> 'lHE LINES

With the Ellers in the Civil War
Bymn H. Eller, 6'!1J7 Jack Hill Drive, Oroville, CA 95966

KnCMing that Lynn was preparing an article on Willian Hanilton
Eller for the "Chronicles", I thought sane of the infibnation
that has cane to me on his great-uncle might be sanething new
and of interest to the readers. However, it reached him too
late to be included in his story which appeared in the August
1990 issue of the Chronicles. Lynn did suggest that the material
might be made available for publishing at a later date, so here
is presented same additional thoughts on Willian Hanilton.

(

Referring to Hook's "G.M.E. and Descendants of His in llmerica",
I find that Harvey Eller was living with his family at the outbreak of the Civil War in Wapello County, Iowa. However, his
oldest son, William Hamilton, in 1960 had entered a newly opened
"University" operated by the Rev. Andrew Axline, located in Fairfield, Jefferson County, , Iowa. Apparently he was still pursuing
his studies at this school when on July 26, 1862, he enlisted
for military service as a private in Canpany D, 19th Iowa Infantry
Regiment. This regiment was organized at Keokuk, Iowa, and mustered
in August 25, 1862. William was sent to St. Louis, Missouri,
with his regiment, to the Anny of the Frontier in the Department
of Missouri. On Septenber 11, 1862 these troops were rroved
to Rolla, Missouri, and on to Springfield, Missouri, by Septanber
16, and to cassville, Missouri, by October 11. (Of interest
to me is that here in Cassville, located in the heart of the
beautiful Ozarks, I began my medical practice) . This army was
soon directed into Northwest Arkansas on its way into the Indian
Territory. However, William fell ill about this time and was
returned to Springfild, Missouri, where on Novanber 8, 1862 he
was admitted to the U.S.A. General Hospital located at that place.
He renained on the "Hospital Muster-Roll" until 1March 28, 1863,
when he was discharged for disability.(!)
Of interest is the "Certificate of Disability for Discharge,
Anny of the United States", received fran the National Archives

and Records of Washington D.C. This is as near a transcription
as possible for sane words are illegible:
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Willian H. Eller, private of captain Joshua Wright's Canpany
D, of the 19th Iowa Regiment of United States Vol. Infantry, was
enlisted by Joshua Wright, of the sane regiment of 19th Iowa Vol.
at Abingdon, Iowa, on the twenty-sixth day of July 1862, to serve
three years. He was born in Wilkes County in the State of North
Carolina, is 18 years of age, 5 feet, 10 inches high, dark complexion, black eyes, black hair, and by occupation when enlisted
a fanner. During the last four rronths said soldier has been unfit for duty 120 days. Private Willian H. Eller, by taking the
measles the 14th of October, taking cold then causing him to ( '?)
of his eyes.
Station: Springfield, Mb. Gen 1 1 Hospital.
Date: March 15, 1863.
Crnmanding canpany: Capt. Joslrua Wright.
I certify that I have carefully exanined the said W.H.
of Captain Wright 1 s Canpany, and find him incapable of
the duties of a soldier because of: "General debility
of cornea of left eye. Has done no duty fran October.
in hospital four rronths and is naturally slender & not
Is not fit for a soldier."
Signed: R.H. Paddock, Surgeon.
Discharge the 25th day of March, 1863, at Springfield,

(

Eller
perfonning
and opacity
Has been
vigorous.
M:l.

Of the cannon carrnunicable diseases, measles was the worst. Outbreaks
occured in every camp and every military unit, going through these troops
afflicting as high as 50% of them. Men died, and there was very little
doctors could do. If the disease was not fatal soldiers fell victim to various
fonns of canplications and sequelae occuring in various body organs. Patients
with measles are highly susceptible to secondary infections by other bacteria producing even a more serious illness. However, I an unaware that
measles can produce a corneal opacity, or "cataract", but again a secondary
infection with inflammation of the eye may in itself cause injury to the
cornea. It would be interesting to know if William was afflicted with :poor
eyesight or blindness during his adult life. Pension papers fran the National
Archives would possibly produce same light on this matter.

(

However, :poor eyesight did not prevent Willian fran re-enlisting in
the anny a second time in answer to Iowa Governor 1 s call for 10, 000 short
tenn volunteers, or "100 day" men as they were called. The place of
enlistment was again Fairfield, Jefferson County, Iowa, so apparently after
his discharge on March 25, 1863, he had returned to the college in Fairfield and here he remained for one year and one month pursuing his studies.
In fact it is noted that his enlistment papers state that his occupation
was "school teacher". These papers dated April 30, 1864, further state
that "this soldier, age 21 years, has black eyes, dark hair, light a:rnplexion
and is 5 1 10" high". No mention is made of a visual difficulty or eye
problem, even with the exanination papers being signed by a U.S.A.
"Surgeon".

(
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Willian enlisted this second time in Co. I, 45th Iowa Infantry regiment,
which was organized at Keokuk, Iowa, May 25, 1864. It was dispatched to
St. Louis, Missouri, and thence to Memphis and Moscow, Tennessee. It was
in Tennessee at this time where "that devil" Nathan Bedford Forrest was ~
a threat, with his special target being Memphis. In a canpaign to stop
General Forrest and his raids on Shennan's all-important supply lines, the
regular anny units were supported and strenghened by the troops fran the
western states who had been called up for shorter periods of time, thus
the "100 day"units.
Willian with his regiment was assigned to duty guarding the Memphis
Charleston Railroad until September 16, 1864. Raider Forrest did make
a bold move against Memphis, Tennessee, on August 21, 1864, actually taking
the city for the day. Sergeant Eller was mustered out with his regiment
on September 16, 1864.
&

(

Willian's younger brother Bai:nett Cleavland enlisted October 28, 1863,
at Abingdon, Iowa, into Co. E, f9th Iowa Cavalry. He is described as being
18 years of age, height 5 feet 8~ inches, complexion light, eyes blue,
hair light, occupation fanner. Address given as Martinsburg, Iowa. This
Cavalry regiment had duty in the Deparbnent of Arkansas during the war.
"Cleve", as he was called, mustered out with his regiment, as First Sergeant,
on February 3, 1866, at Little Rock, Arkansas.
Harvey Eller moved fran North Carolina in 1852 to join an uncle who
had preceeded him to Jefferson County, Iowa. Two of Harvey's younger brothers,
John Cleveland, (my great-grandfather) and Willian joined Harvey in Jefferson
County a year later, 1853. The stillt younger brothers ranained in North
Carolina with their parents and when the Civil War broke out these three
young men, David, Jesse Franklin, and Thanas Jefferson enlisted in North
Carolina regiments. So it was that William Harrison and Bai:nett Cleavland,
sons of Harvey, served in the Union anny participating in Western campaigns,
while Harvey's three brothers (uncles to Willian and "Cleve") served in
the Confederate anny seeing action in the Eastern ccmpaigns. Two of the
uncles died in the war, David of disease at Drewry's Bluff, Va. , and Thanas
Jefferson died in the Battle of Chancellorsville.
so we see, that if not actually "Brother against Brother" fighting
on opposite sides in the war as actually did occur, here we have uncle against
nephew, and nephew against uncle. It would be quite fitting to call attention
to the wo:rds of Janes Hook in this regard on Page 187 of his book. In
speaking of a letter written by Thanas Jefferson Eller heme to his parents
not long before he fell, Hook points out that mention is made only of
"his three brothers and two sisters who were still living in North Carolina.
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His brother David and his sister Nancy were dead and his brothers Harvey,
John, and William were in far off Iowa sending their sons to fight on the
side of his enemy, the Federal Union. This division in the fanily disappeared canpletely at Appcmattox after which war talk becane taboo and
fanily relationships resl..llleCl. It could not have been different in a fanily
raised in the religious atmosphere that surrounded this Simeon Eller fanily
of Western North carolina II •

Reference
( 1) • Dyer, Frederick H. , A Canpendium of the War of the Rebellion, r-t:>rningside
Press, Dayton, Ohio, p.p. 1163, 1172, 1181.
~AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

Query from Nancy Carr, Rt. 2, Box 366, Lexington, OK
73051:
My gr. gr. grandfather was Edward Eller and his wife was
Eliza Eller. I am not sure which one <Edward or Eliza) was
the child of Amos Eller, as was Obadiah. < I am a member of
the EFA and gave information to Byron H.
Eller for his
article on Obadiah Eller in the May 1989 Chronicles>. That
article states Amos was probably the son of Henry Eller. I
of Henry because of this
am sure Amos was the son
information:
Land Record in Salisbury, NC 1823:
Jacob Eller,
Amos Eller,
Conrad and wife Mary Eller,
Christian Eller and Paul Eller selling the plantation
belonging to Henry Eller, dec. 128 acres.
Who was the father of Henry Eller? In the 1815 Rowan Co., NC
tax list there was a Henry Eller listed as the son of
Melchoir.
Any information will be greatly appreciated.

*

*

*

*

*

Query and Pedigree Chart: from Elizabeth
129th Place S.E., Renton WA 98058:

Cooper,

18604

Elizabeth is descended from Julia Ann Eller, daughter of
Peter Eller listed in the 1850 Belmont County, Ohio census.
Does anyone have information on this Peter Eller?
See Pedigree Chart on following page.
<Eds.- Our thanks to Charlotte E. Marshall for passing along
information contained
in letters from the
two above
individuals.>
-24-

c

BEHIND 'lHE LINES

With the Ellers in the Civil War
Byron H.

Eller

The preparation of this account of Jesse Franklin Eller(S), S~eon(4)
John( 3), Peter( 2), George Michael( 1) has been my goal and intention for
many months. This was alluded to in one of my previous articles appearing
in the "Eller Chronicles". The reasons for my interest in the subject
are several, but three will be summarized here.(1)
First, the name. The name Jesse appears frequently in the Eller
family as Jesse, Jesse H., Jesse Peter, but most frequently as Jesse
Franklin. It is no doubt that the Wilkes County Ellers appreciated and
named their sons after sane noted men, early settlers for exCITlple. Jesse
Franklin was an early resident of Wilkes County, a nephew of Colonel
Benjamin Cleveland, and who became a Revolutionary War hero, patriot,
and statesman. He was elected to Congress in 1797, and then to the U.s.
Senate the following year, serving a total of 12 years. A portion of
that time he served as president pro-tempore of the Senate. He was
elected Governor of the state of North Carolina in December 1820, but
declined because of failing health. Jesse Franklin was a true Wilkes
County hero, and so it would not be unlikely that S~eon Eller would
name one of his sons Jesse Franklin.(2)

c

Jesse Franklin Eller, the sixth son of S~on,likewise must have
becane a hero in the eyes of his older brothers for two of them named
a son Jesse Franklin, no doubt after our Civil War soldier, Harvey's
fourth son was Jesse Franklin, and John Cleveland's fifth son was Jesse
Franklin (the writer's grand-father, who kindled my interest in the Civil
War years ago). One more Jesse Franklin appears, the son of Harvey
Augustus(6), James(S), S~eon(4) etc.
Secondly, to this date there has not been a definitive history
written of the 53rd North Carolina Infantry Reg~nt, as there have been
of many other Civil War regiments. Therefore it has been necessary for
me to search through much reference material to piece together a likely
narrative on Jesse for the war years. The fact that there is no history
of the 53rd will eventually be rectified, for in the course of my research
I found that an exhaustive work on the subject is being pepared by Brock
Townsend of San Clemente, California.(3)
Thirdly, as in previous "Behind the Lines" gl~ses we have followed
experiences of enlisted men, here we will get a gl~se into the activities
of a Confederate officer, who spent most of his service t~e right in
the trenches with his men. And so this is an ~deavor to present to the
readers of the Chronicles a rather camprehensive history of the life of
Jesse Franklin Eller.
Jesse Franklin Eller was born December 17, 1835, the eighth child
of Simeon and Fanny McNiel Eller, at the family hane on Cole's Creek,
a branch of the North Fork of Lewis Creek in Wilkes County, North Carolina.
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S.llneon was concerned that all his children receive the best education available
at that t.llne in their renote rural area of northwest North carolina, and
he, with his brother Peter, were instrumental in establishing the Wilkesboro
Academy, one of he earliest schools of influence and importance in western
North Carolina, therefore Jesse received the best schooling that the cammunity
provided in that day. Simeon made himself a praninent and well educated
man, later being appointed in gratitude a captain in the Wilkes County Militia,
which he drilled regularly, subject to orders fran the Governor of the state.
He, however, tragically met an untimely death in 1850, at the age of 56
years, as the result of what was diagnosed as acute indigestion, but what
today would probably be called a myocardial infarction or acute appendicitis. ( 4)
Jesse was a 15 year old lad when his father died. His mother was married
a second time a year later to Colonel Isaac Brown. When Jesse was 17 years
of age his older brother Harvey left the hills of Wilkes County, and joined
his uncle David who had settled a homestead previously in 1838 in Jefferson
County, Iowa. The following year two more brothers, John Cleveland ( the
writers great-great grandfather) and William joined Harvey in the frontier
settlenent of Iowa. There renained at hane in Wilkes County five younger
boys, James, David, Jesse Franklin, Anderson, and Thanas Jefferson, and
two sisters Mary (Polly) , and America. Another sister, Nancy, had died in
1847. No doubt Jesse continued on the home place helping his mother and
the family with the farm duties, for his service record gives his occupation
as farmer. On April 28, 1858, he married Mary Ann Laxton, and their first
child, Oscal Pulaski, was born July 28, 1860.
War clouds were gathering over western North Carolina as they were
throughout the entire country. Jesse "opposed secession in 1861 but when,
by popular vote, (May 17, 1861) his native state of North Carolina made
its decision to secede he did not hesitate to do what he conceived to be
his duty as a loyal citizen". He volunteered for Confederate service, April
30, 1862, and was enlisted into the 53rd North Carolina Infantry Regiment
as a First Lieutenant, by Major James J. Iredell, and Captain William J.
Miller.(S)
The 53rd N.C. Infantry was a volunteer regiment, organized in the latter
part of the winter and first part of the spring of 1862, and was rrrustered
at Camp Mangum, near Raleigh, the first week in May, 1862. It was made
up of ten companies, with men from at least a dozen counties of western North
Carolina. Company "K" of the regiment was made up of men entirely fran
Wilkes County, with Jesse Franklin Eller being elected the First Lieutenant.
He assisted in the further organization of the company as well as the recruiting of new members. Eventually belonging to his company were two of
Jesse's brothers, David H., and James: four first cousins, Mathis, Francis,
and William Harrison, sons of Absolan, and Harvey G. Eller, son of Peter:
two second cousins, Harrison H. son of William, and William A. son of George.
Leander Eller, another second cousin, enlisted into Co. K, but was transferred
out in January 1863.(6)
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In June, after the organization of the regiment, it was ordered to Richmond, Virginia, and fran there was sent to Drewry's Bluff, m the James
River, eastern Virginia, where it ranained drilling and constructing fortifications through Novanber. Here at Drewry's Bluff Jesse's brother David
died, Septanber 13, 1862, of typhoid. A first cousin, Harvey G, also died
here, Novanber 21, 1862.(7)
Jesse' s and Mary Anne's second child, Virginia Eads, was born August
2, 1862, but the father must have been absent for the birth. However, Jesse
was sent back to Wilkes County for further recruiting duty, where he ranained
through the months of January and February. Surely the time spent here
was greatly enjoyed and appreciated, to be w.Ih his family again, which now
consisted of a 2 year old son, and a four month old infant da~ter. Jesse's
service record states he was absent the months of January and February,
1863, as stated above, on detached service, so it is probable he returned
to his unit in March, in time to participate in his regiment's first real
action of the war in the Confederate attanpt to recapture New Berne and Washington, North Carolina, which eventually ended in failure. ( 8)
In May, 1863, the brigade, including the 53rd, was transferred to the
Aimy of Northern Virginia, with Robert E. Lee as commanding general, at

c

Fredricksburg, Virginia. In June the entire Southern army left its canp
near Fredricksburg on a northward march that would end at Gettysburg.
The Southern army crossed the Blue Ridge Mountains into the Shenandoah Valley
and by June 17, 1863, Jesse with the 53rd, crossed the P tmac into Maryland,
and by June 24 IJ~ched Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, and by June 27 the men
were at Carlisle on their way to Harrisburg, the state capitol. However,
on June 30 the corps carrnander, General Richard S. Ewell, received orders
to proceed to Cashtown or Gettysburg, as developments would dictate.(9)

On July 1 Jesse and his men were ordered to Gettysburg in haste for
Union forces were uniting there in force. When some three miles north of
Gettysburg the 53rd, with the division of Early and Rodes, was directed
westward another mile or so to take its position on Oak Hill, the northern
extension of Oak Ridge. The time was mid-day. Oak Hill today is the location
of the "Eternal Light Peace Manorial" dedicated in 1938 by President Franklin
D. Roosevelt, on the 75th anniversary of the Battle of Gettysburg, to "Peace
Eternal in a Nation United.(lO)
The men had been marching all morning in scorching heat, and arrived
about noon on Oak Hill exhausted, but the Confederate advantage was rapidly
evaporating, for Union forces were being pushed in great numbers north of
the town to meet the gathering threat. The Confederates were thrown into
line of battle ready for the advance. Jesse Franklin with the 53rd was held
in reserve for the present time. Shortly after 2:00 p.m., without further
reconnaissance, without even bothering to throw out a line of skirmishers,
the commanding general, Major Geneal Robert E. Rodes, ordered a full scale
assault. These men were subjected to heavy artillery fire in an open field,
and then to lethal musket fire fran Federal men posted behind stone fences.
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Then the first charge failed. ( 11)
By 2:00 p.m. additional Confederate troops had reached the field, so
now an organized and concerted forward movanent was ordered and undertaken
by a force of approximately 8,000 men. The 53rd with Lieutenant Jesse F.
Eller was moved up to lend support to the left flank, and stepped off with
this second try at the Federals. This assault, too, was hotly contested
by volley after volley of musket fire that crashed into the Rebel lines.
Despite ghastly losses, the Southerners refused to break and pressed forward,
loading and firing as they went.(12)

No doubt it was during this desperate fighting that Captain William
J. Miller the commanding officer of Company K, 53rd regiments, was killed
on the field of battle, and Jesse F. Eller the ranking lieutenant in the
company succeeded him in commanding the canpany. Jesse continued in this
role until the surrender of the Army of Northern Virginia at Appcmattox
three years hence, except for periods of absence due to illness and recuperation from wounds.(13)
The momentum of the second charge this mid-afternoon was finally checked
very abruptly by a concealed rail-road cut through the hills of oak Ridge.
Because of the steepness of the sides and the depth of the cut it was ~ss
able to the assaulting troops, and the advance was stopped, holding the
whole brigade in a lethal stalemate. But Southerners eventually found their
way along and around the cut, and the advance was taken up again. With
additional troops joining in from the west the Federals began to give way,
slowly at first, then eventually becoming a full scale retreat into and
through the streets of Gettysburg where large numbers of them threw down
their anns and surrendered. The 53rd, with other Southern forces, fought
their way to the edge of town where they renained during the night under
cover of a rail-road embankment. The Confederate flag was raised in Gettysburg town square at 4:30 p.m., after a hard fought and bloody battle, which
was a crushing defeat to the Northern Army.(l4)

(

On this first day of the three day battle of Gettysburg, the 53rd regiment suffered a loss of 13 killed and 104 wounded, Captain Miller of Company
K being one of those killed.(15)
On the second of July the regiment remained in place being subjected
to a heavy fire of artillery, with litle loss however. Several small movements in position were made in late afternoon to escape the intense bombardment it was receiving.
July 3, at 3:00a.m., Jesse moved with the regiment through Gettysburg,
about 4 miles to the extreme left of the Confederate line northwest of town
to a prominence called CUlps Hill. After same skirmishing Jesse's men were
ordered forward, repulsed, and directed to move forward again, eventually
occupying same of the breastworks abandoned by the enemy. Here they remained

(
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until 2:00 or 3:00 p.m. This early morning struggle for CUlps Hill at the
extreme northeast of the battle line was only a prelude, a herald, to the
bloody and dramatic cl~ to the Battle of Gettysburg to take place three
hours later when General George E. Pickett would make a final and futile
charge up the slopes to hit the center of the Union line on Cemetery Ridge,
forever to be known as "Pickett's Charge". Shortly after 3:00p.m. Jesse's
men were ordered 200 yards back where they renained until 3:00 a.m. of
July 4.(16)
With Lee's defeat sealed by the failure of Pickett's charge, there was
ordered a general withdrawal of all Confederate troops, and the long journey
back to Virginia was begun by way of Fairfield, Waynesborough and Hagerstown, Maryland. The PO'tanac was recrossed at Williamsport on the night
of the 13th, and there ended the Pennsylvania campaign for Jesse Franklin.
But General Lee and his army had escaped to fight again.
Up the Shenandoah Valley the tired, tattered, shoeless Army of Northern
Virginia proceeded, away fran the Potanac. Skirmishes with the cautious
Yank pursuers occurred at Ashby's Gap, in the Blue Ridge mountains, and
Brandy Station, Virginia. The Confederate retreat ended south of the Rappahannock River in late July, 1863, and in the ensuing months the rival annies
engaged in a campaign of maneuver--marching much, fighting little.(17)

(

August 1 the Army of Northern Virginia was encamped at Orange Court
House, south of the Rapidan River, with Jesse Franklin's regiment located
at Morton's Ford on the Rapidan. Both Northern and Southern annies were
back at the approximate starting point of two months ago. ( 18) On August
three Jesse was admitted to General Hospital #4, Richnond, Virginia, with
the diagnosis of "Debilitas", meaning physical weakness, loss of strength,
or exhaustion. Putting it into todays terms we would say that he was probably
suffering fran "canbat fatigue". His dibility was pranptly reversed, however,
for he returned to duty August 14, having taken an eleven day recuperation
leave.
By

On September 13 Lee's army was seriouly weakened by the removal to
Tennessee of a whole army corps under General Longstreet. Nevertheless,
in early October, believing conditions in his favor, Lee sent his army north
again, but he was cmbushed and shattered by the Federals under General George
Meade at Bristoe Station, just south of the old battlefield of Manassas.
After this ten day campaign, the Rebels again pulled back to the south bank
of the Rapidan, having accanplished little except to add to the war's casualty
statistics. Jesse's regiment, it appears, was not heavily engaged at Bristoe
Station, for only one man was wounded in this fight, though the Confederates
lost an aggregate of 1,900 men.(19) On return fran Bristoe Station, the
Confederate soldiers were in a destitute condition--thousands were barefoot,
and nearly all were without overcoats, blankets, or warm clothing. Lee
thus decided to resupply his army and to rest his weary, footsore veterans.

Then on Thanksgiving Day, November 26, 1863, General Meade, the Federal
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commander, decided it was time to take the action to the Confederates.
He planned a flanking attack across the Rapidan to strike at the Rebels who
were stnmg out along a 30 mile line south of the Rapidan. But Lee was
alerted to the Yankee's activities and shifted his force to meet the advancing
Federals. Jesse, with the 53rd N.C., was ordered to leave the fortifications
at Morton's Ford and march to meet the threat by establishing a formidable
defense line behind Mine Run (Creek) • The opposing forces met on Nrrvember 27. A severe battle ensued which stymied the Confederates and punished
and halted the Federals who were delayed in pursuing the advance, and for
two days probed and entrenched for advantage.

(

By now the weather had turned wet, and so bitterly cold that water
froze in men's canteens, and those on picket duty had to be relieved every
half hour in order to keep them fran freezing. One Federal recalled that
"though our drooping eyelids called pitifully for sleep,each soldier knew
that to sleep uncovered in that bitter air would be the sleep of death".(20)

Because of the formidable Confederate earthworks stretching for seven
miles behin.d Mine Run, with troops and bristling artillery, and because
the weather had became so intolerable, the Federals decided against further
attack and on Deceember 2 abandoned the offensive and returned north of the
Rapidan to their winter quarters. Jesse returned to his old camp at Morton's
Ford on the Rapidan and went into winter quarters. Thus ended all infantry
operations between the opposing armies for the year 1863, and the beginning
of a much needed five-month rest period.

(

All was quiet in the camps along the Rapidan. Lee returned fran Richnond
to spend Christmas with his army, men who were far fran hane as the usually
gay holiday drew near. In the Confederate canps shortages were acute,
General Lee spent the early months of 1864petitioning Richnond for food,
for shoes, and for warm clothes for his troops. In one dispatch he deplored
"the wretched condition of the men, thousands of wham are barefooted, a great
number partially shod, and nearly all without overcoats, blankets, or warm
clothing". Such shortages, Lee advised, "are having a bad effect upon
the men, both morally and Physically" • ( 21)
Desertions became an increasing problem, and to offset the losses, the
Confederate Government instituted a Conscription Act, January 11, 1864, which
included males 18 to 45 year of age, and one month later this was increased
to 17 to 50 year olds. This was a highly unpopular move by the South and
was vigorously opposed in places, especially in North Carolina. There were
desertions by Wilkes County men fran the ranks of the Confederacy. Letters
of those from the county contain comments and ask questions of home folks
concerning the desertions. In one of his letters home, General James B. Gordon,
the highest ranking Confederate officer fran Wilkes, questioned the accuracy
of the high rate of desertions, but facts do not bear him out. There are
authenticated instances of deserters from Wilkes County being executed.
The

North Carolina Historical Review, Volume 31, gives the information
that "Zebulon Vance began his bold and energetic campaign (for Governor
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of North Carolina) by invading the heart of the peace count:ry (Wilkes County).
On Februa:ry 22, 1864, he spoke at Wilkesboro, a mountain village where desertions and resistance to the Confederate Cause had run extremely high".(23)

In the north General U. S. Grant had becane the Union •s pre:iminent
warrior. Formalizing this distinction, in March 1864, Abraham Lincoln made
him General-in-Chief of the Anny of the United States, at a renewed
three star rank. This was confirmed by the Senate March 2, 1864. By April
9 Grant had developed a grand strategy. ( 22) The Anny of the P .tanac was
ordered to cross the Rapidan the morning of May 4 with its forces 122,000
strong to Lee • s contingent of 66, 000 hungry and ill fed but hardened and
ready troopers. And so on May 4, 1864, the Wilderness Ccmpaign began.
Grant had intended to march through the heavy forest of the Wilderness
so as to gain open territo:ry for battle, but was forced to stop just on
the edge of the Wilderness and wait for his supply train to catch up. Lee
who had anticipated Grant • s rrove brought his army up quickly so as to catch
the Federals in the Wilderness. The Confederate forces were carefully
positioned, with Junius Daniel's brigade and Jesse's 53rd, south of the
Orange Turnpike. There was sane fighting on the 4th but neither army
was quite sure of the other's position.
By moving up heavy reinforcements on May 5 Lee forced Grant to fight
in the Wilderness, to the Southern~'s advantage for this was familiar territory to them. Not knowing the true canposition of the Rebel forces Grant
ordered an attack. The two annies quickly joined in a fierce battle. Because of the terrain and vegetation the fighting became a confused and uncertain contest.(24)
By early afternoon the battle in the Wilderness had taken on the nightmarish quality that would define it throughout. Soon the woods were on fire,
and spread quickly in d:ry bramble-choked fields. The screams of wounded
men, hurt too badly to flee, rose above the sounds of battle, many of them
dying in the fie:ry holocost. The charges on Jesse's front were met by countercharges time and time again, but Jesse's men and the North carolinians under
Brigadier Junius Daniel stood their ground. Then after one final charge
the Federal troops staggered and gave way in the sector of Jesse •s
line, and were forced to retreat. Only sporadic firing continued, but it
was a few miles to the south, along the Orange Plank Road, that the full
weight of the battle was developing.(25) The lines were a confused jumble,
fronts askew, regiments and brigades scattered all over the tangled forest,
not knowing whether their closest neighbors were friends of foe. The
men, if they slept at all, simply nodded off on the spot where they had fired
their last shot. Tanarrow would see the killings continued.

Both annies planned to attack on May 6. By 5:00 a.m. the spattering
of musket:ry and the roar of cannon signaled the dawn of a second violent
day. The fighting raged on both sides of Jesse • s brigade but the 53rd saw
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little action on this day. The arrival of darkness brought hostilities to
a close for the day. Although the troops did not yet know it, as they entrenched for the night the Battle of the Wilderness was over. casualties
in the two days of fighting had been staggering; the North had lost 2, 246
killed, 12,037 wounded and 3,383 missing, a total of 17,666 of 100,000 engaged;
the Confederate losses, from the usual incomplete records kept on Southern
casualties, were something over 7,500 of 60,000.(26)
May 7 dawned rainy, and gloan lrung over the opposing canps. By early
morning Grant had made up his mind and he sent out orders for his anny to
move in the direction of Spotsylvania, in an attempt to flank Lee, moving
round the Army of Northern Virginia toward Richmond.
Jesse's regiment arrived at Spotsylvania by the evening of May 8 in
to repulse an ~ulsive attack ty the Federals, with heavy loses on
the Union side. Both sides began building entrenchnents and awaited the
arrival of the ranainder of their forces. The men spent the hot morning
of May 9 digging and strengthening their earthworks, which eventually extended for a distance of three or more miles and which resembled a ragged
"V", both ends being bent back and the center protruding northward into
a strong salient. Because of the shape of this protrusion in the center
of the line it has becane known to it's defenders as the "Mule Shoe" . I t
was along the western face of this salient that the 53rd entrenched the evening
of the 9th. No major action envolving the 53rd had taken place that day.
t~

The next day, May 10, the Federals launched several probing attacks
during the day along the left of the Rebel line. Finally becaning convinced
that the mule shoe was a vulnerable spot a plan was proposed to crack the
Confederate defenses at this spot. At 6:10 p.m. the order was given to
charge. Within five minutes the Yankees had made it over the parapet of
the earthworks just to the right of Jesse's brigade. Because of the suddenness and the force with which the attack occurred, Jesse's men were forced
to pull back until reinforcements came to help close the gap. With this
accomplished the men in an organized attack struck the Federals forcing them
to retire, and under darkness they retreated back to their lines.

(

A sudden change in the weather hampered all plans for operations on
May 11. Unseasonable heat gave way to uncomfortable cold, followed by a
wet northeaster. A heavy storm of wind, rain and hail made life miserable
for the soldiers.(27) A thick fog and mist still clung close to the ground
the morning of May 12, making it difficult to see more than a few feet in
front, but this did not deter 15,000 blue clad infantry men under General
Winfield S. Hancock to leave their lines at 4:30 a.m. and a ·erwhelm the
Confederate lines at the north apex angle. Within a few minutes resistance
seemed to vanish, and the enthusiastic Federals penetrated the salient
up to one half mile in depth. General Junius Daniel's brigade, which included
the 53rd N.C. Infantry, and Jesse Franklin, was located on the west face
of the salient and just to the left of the onrushing Federals. Daniels
realigned his brigade at a right angle to the breastworks, and anchored it
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on the reserve line, thus presenting a solid front to the onrushing Federals,
preventing further advance. With additional troops now on hand, at 5:30
a.m. a counter charge was ordered against the Union troops. In this charge
General Junius Daniel fell mortally wounded, resulting in temporary confusion
of his troops and slowing down of their attack. However, the counter-charge
was successful in Jesse's sector in driving the invaders back to the original works.(28) This was not true farther along the right of the line.
Here from midmorning and lasting till past midnight of the 12th the battle
surged back and forth over the contested works, in many places evolving into
hand to hand personal combat. It was a common thing for the soldiers
of the Civil War to assign a name to a given charge or fight or place of
significance. There would always be the "bloody lane", the "stone wall",
the "sunken road", etc. but for both north and south there would be just
one "Bloody Angle", and that was here in front of and to the right of
Jesse Franklin and his men of the 53rd--in the Mule Shoe Salient.
The over all casualties at Spotsylvania had been horrendous. In the
days of fighting, May 10 and 12, close to 6,000 of Lee's veterans had
been killed or wounded, nearly 4 , 000 men had been captured. Grant's official
toll was equally devastating, 10,920 killed, wounded and captured. These
figures stand second only to Gettysburg's figures for sustained casualties
in a campaign. ( 29 )
two

c
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The casualties of the 53rd at Spotsylvania has not been recorded but
the loss was staggering just the same, for Colonel James T. Morehead states
"It was in the famous Horse Shoe at Spotsylvania ••• loosing its Major, James
Johnston Iredell killed, Colonel Owens wounded, several of its captains
and lieutenents, and scores of its men killed and wounded. It was brought
out of the Horse Shoe under the command of a captain, its only remaining
field officer, its Lieutenant Colonel being in command of the brigade, the
Brigadier General (Junius Daniel) and every other officer in the brigade
senior in commission having been killed or wounded'! ( 30) Since May 5 Lee's
army had lost one-third of its corps, division, and brigade commanders.
The already battered command structure could stand little more of the beating
it had received. A loss that could not be replaced and would be deeply
felt by the Southern cause in the remaining ten months of the war.(31)
Rain again descended in torrents the night of May 12, making it easier
for the Confederates to retreat into new trenches that had been hastily
constructed across the base of the salient. As May 13 dawned over the salient,
the Federal troops awoke to find nothing but corpses in it. A week of stalemate would ensue, but Grant was already planning his sidling maneuver to
the left, and closer by 25 miles to Richmond. Lee detected Grant's move
but was unsure of his intentions. In order to dete:rmine the location and
activities of the Federals Lee ordered a reconnaissance in force into the
area. Lee's troops for this side action included Jesse and the 53rd N.C.
They attacked a supposedly weak Union line at "Harris' Fa:rm" on May 19,
and a vicious battle ensued, the opposing ranks firing volleys into each
other at point blank range. At first the Rebels seemed to be progressing
satisfactorily, but the Yankees rallied and now were holding the ground.
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By 6:00 p.m. the Confederates were forced to retreat leaving 1,000 casualties
behind. ( 32)
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Janes Hook states tha tJesse "was severely wounded in the second day Battle
of the Wilderness, May 9, 1864, which sent him to the hospital". So now
we must digress from our narrative to consider the apparent discrepancy
in the available records, to see i f we can sort out the facts and determine
the exact date and circumstances in which Jesse Franklin received his
serious wound. In contradiction to Hook's statement, Jesse Franklin's service
record obtained from the National Archives, Washington, D.C., notes on the
Inspection Report of Rodes' Division, 2nd (Early's) Corps, ATimy of Valley
District, commanded by Major General Robert E. Rodes of August 20, 1864-"Absent, commissioned officers accounted for: wounded May 19, 1864", and
again, :Bunker Hill, Virginia, of August 20, 1864 it states "the captain
was absent due to wounds received on May 19, 1864". These points of difference will be discussed as to their actual fact and merit.(3i)
As we have seen from the account above the "Battle of the Wilderness"
was a two day battle fought on May 5 and 6. If Jesse were wounded on the
second day of the battle it would have been on May 6, but May 6 was a day
of relative inactivity in the trenches south of the Orange Turnpike, so
it is rather unlikely he was wounded on this day. By May 9 the Battle of
the Wilderness was over and the armies had moved to Spotsylvania, sane
15 miles from the Wilderness, and that canpaign had already commenced.
Also May 9 was a day of entrenching operations in the Spotsylvania breastworks, and it was a day of light fighting. May 10 was a day of very heavy
combat for Jesse and the 53rd, but no mention is made of his being wounded
on this day, and the sane is true for May 12, a day that would forever be
known for the "Bloody Angle", and for the heavy casualties sustained.
Neither is this day mentioned as the day in which he was wounded.

(

So we are left with May 19 as the date on which Jesse received a grave
wound to the left shoulder as recorded in his service record. Fran all
the evidence gleaned in this study as to the determination of a place and
time, it is my conclusion that Jesse was wounded on May 19 in the late afternoon attack on Union lines at Harris' Farm. Casualties are noted to have
been unusually heavy for the small force that was engaged.
Where Jesse was hospitalized and treated immediately after May 19 is
not recorded, but he was admitted to the General Receiving Hospital (Charity
Hospital) , Gordonsville, Virginia, on June 6 with the diagnosis of "Vulnus
Sclopeticum", or at times abbreviated to V. S. These terms were unknown
to me, yet intrigued me very much. My large Random House dictionary did
not have the term, and it was not found in my medical dictionary. The local
library had no dictionaries that shed any light on the subject, however,
the librarian had become interested in the mystery and suggested sending
an enquiry on the term to the large public library in San Franciso, (North
State Cooperative Library System). This she did, and a few weeks later the
answer cane saying "According to Billings, National Medical Dictionary
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(Phila: Lea Bros. & Co. ),-1890, 'Vulnus Sclopeticum' means gunshot wound".
Today instead of V. S. we would say G.S.W. (gun shot wound).
The wound received to the left shoulder no doubt troubled Jesse the
rest of his life, for Paul E. Hubbell states in his essay "Captain Jesse
Eller, who was wounded at Spotsylvania Court House, carried a rifle bullet
in his body until his death in 1900", and again, "One of Grandfather's brothers
(Jesse Franklin) was crippled for life by bullet wounds".(34)
From Gordonsville, Jesse was sent to the C.S.A. General Hospital, Charlottsville, Virginia, arriving June 13, 1864, and on June 20 transferred
to the Ladies Relief Hospital, Lynchburg, Virginia. By July 7 (seven weeks
after receiving his wound) he was able to be furloughed. No doubt he would
have taken the opporunity to go to his home in Wilkesboro, North Carolina,
which would have been a distance of about 180 miles, where he stayed most
of the month. Jesse must have checked in to the Medical Directors Office,
Richmond, Virginia, on August 13, and was sent back to General Hospital,
Charlottsville, Virginia, but was again in Lynchburg, Virginia, General Hospital #3 by September 27, then again at Wayside Hospital in Lynchburg.
He was given another furlough November 27, 1864, authorized by General Jubal
Early, whose troops were at New Market, Virginia, at the time.
While Jesse was absent because of his wounds, his r~iment had been
sent with the forces of Jubal Early into Maryland and on~0:he the gates of
Washington, D.C., itself. The story of Jesse's 1st~ along on this campaign to the north will be the subject of a future article for the Chronicles.
General Early began his retreat from Washington, D.C. on July 12, recrossing
the F~anac on July 14. In spite of the rebuff at the Northern capitol
this Confederate force remained in Shenandoah Valley threatening the existence of Federals there until General "Little Phil" Sheridan was placed
in carmand of the Union a:r:my in The Valley. Then things began to happen.
Three major Confederate defeats took place in succession: the (third) Battle
of Winchester on September 19, Fishers Hill on September 22, and finally
on October 19 at Cedar Creek the Union a:r:my brought about a major defeat
of the Southerners. The Shenandoah Valley remained essentially in the hands
of the North till the end of the war.
What remained of Early's troops and the 53rd after the Cedar Creek
disaster regrouped in the neighborhood of New Market, Virginia, and went
into camp. It was in a report dated near New Market, November 29, 1864,
that Captain Eller was granted his second furlough. Ten days later, December 9, the two divisions of the Second Corps, with the 53rd regiment moved
under orders to return to Richmond. On December 14, in the dead of winter,
the men marched to Staunton and there boarded a train for Petersburg, arriving December 16, and so went into winter quarters at Swift Creek, about
three miles north of Petersburg, taking their places in the fortifications
erected protecting Richmond and Petersburg.(35)

(

The rival lines of forts and trenches composing these fortifications
ran for more than 30 miles. They began north of the James River, then

* 1st cousin William Harrison
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across the Bermuda Hundred neck to the Appomattox River to the southwest
of Petersburg. If Lee had needed troops fran his extreme left to support
those on the far right it would have taken a two day march to get then
there. ( 36)
It is uncertain as to the exact date that Jesse rejoined his reg~ent.
His first furlough had been for a 30 day period, and assuming the second
furlough was of a s~ilar length of t~e he would have joined his reg~ent
about the first of January. When he did return to his old carrnand he found
sanething that he could hardly have been prepared for, and that was seeing
the results of the horrible losses in the command structure over the preceeding six to eight months while he was absent. Starting at the top of
the command, at Corps level, the commanding general (Richard S. Ewell) had
been replaced in May following an accident in which he fell from his horse
incapacitating ~ for field command. In the division, Major General Robert
E. Rodes, a highly respected officer, and one greatly beloved by his troops,
was killed at the Battle (third) of Winchester, September 19, 1864. Brigadier General Junius Daniel, who had led the brigade from the early days
of the war, and who was greatly admired by his troops, was mortally v.Dunded
May 12 in the Battle of Spotsylvania. The 53rd reg~ent had been dealt with
very severely during the period as well, for the Colonel commanding, William
A. Owen, of Charlotte, North Carolina, had been killed August 1, 1864.
The major, or third in carrnand was killled at Spotsylvania, as well as the
adjutant, who was killed at Winchester, September 19. The second ranking
officer had been v.Dunded, so for a t~e a captain, the same ranking officer
as Jesse Franklin, was carrnanding the reg~ent until Lieutenant Colonel
James Morehead recovered sufficiently to return to duty.
Perhaps it was this very discouraging situation within the officer
ranks that prompted Jesse to tender his resignation as commanding Company
"K" on January 31, 1865. Or perhaps it was due to health reasons as a result
of his v.Dunds, for as has been noted previously he suffered because of them
throughout his life t~e. His request for resignation was obviously rejected
and Jesse continued his role as "commanding the company".
If there were discouragements within the command system, there were
other problems to add to concerns of the officers in the Southern ranks.
It was the middle of a severe winter, and as General Bryan Gr~es noted,
"snow was very hard on barefooted and half-naked men". ( 37) Food supply
had dwindled to a trickle so that men were undernourished to the point where
"starvation, literal starvation had so weakened the men that minor scratches
often resulted in infection and even death. Enfeebled and dejected, the
usually high-spirited Confederates had sunk into apathy".(38)
As a natural result of these conditions desertions were occuring at
an ever increasing rate. General Robert E. Lee conceded the problem had
reached alanning proportions when he reported that "General Gordon •s corps,
on the night of February 26, fran 75 to 1,000 of Gr~es (Jesse's division
officer) division deserted •.• and I regret to say that the greatest number
- 74 -
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of desertions have occurred among the North Carolina troops, who have fought
as gallantly as any soldier in the anny". ( 39) A later report of desertions
in Grimes' division for a ten day period ending March 8, 1865, stood at
53 men, while the total for the entire anny was 779. ( 4 0 ) . General Grant
estimated that the Southern troops were deserting at the rate of a regiment a day, and "indeed it was reported in February that 100, 000 soldiers
were absent from the various Confederate armies. Many, at the urging of
their loved ones, had gone hane to the Carolinas to be with their fcmilies
in the face of Sherman's depredations. Others simply crossed lines and
surrendered" • ( 41 )
So this was the situation that Captain Eller found at the time he
returned to service with his men. The regiment ranained at Swift Creek,
near Petersburg, until February 5, 1865, when it was moved to Burgess Mills
as support to forces in battle in the vicinity, but returned to Swift Creek
shortly. On February 17 the regiment was ordered to Sutherlands Depot,
12 miles from Petersburg on the right of the Confederate defensive works.
On March 9, 1865, Jesse again "Tenders resignation" which apparently was
not accepted, or he may have withdrawn the request, and he continued to
sign papers as "Carrnanding the Canpany". In mid-march the entire division
was ordered back into the trenches in front of Petersburg.
Early on the morning of March 25 the Confederates, led by General
John B. Gordon, launched a full scale assault on Fort Stedman and nearby
Federal lines. The 53rd played a very important part in this maneuver.
Union troops were caught canpletely by surprise and the Southern troops
easily captured the Federal stronghold as well as their adjacent entrenchments, and adjoining batteries next to the fort. However, the Federals
very quickly organized a counter-attack, and the 53rd, with the rest of
the Southern troops, after fighting courageously for two and a half hours,
were forced to retire to their original breastworks. What started out
to appear as a sure Confederate victory turned into a costly defeat.(42)
The casualty count in Jesse's regiment is not known, but in the division
the loss was heavy, being 478 officers and men. For the entire Southern
anny there were 1,607 men killed or wounded and remarkably about 1,900
taken prisoner. The Battle of Fort Stedman was a major Northern victory.
It was Lee's last, best effort to break Grant's hold on Petersburg, and
it was clear afterwards that Lee could mount no more attacks on such a
scale without risking the destruction of his anny.
Jesse and other survivors of the regiment returned to the misery of
the trenches. One soldier of the brigade described conditions at about
this time as follows:
No one, who himself has not experienced a soldier's life in
the trenches around Peterburg, can understand or appreciate
the hardships then endured by Lee's half-starved soldiers.
The trenches were unusually knee-deep in mud, the men always
on the alert and ready for an attack, one-third kept awake at
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the breastworks every night and only one-third off duty
at a time and they sleeping on their arms and with accoutrements on, as best they could •••. All night only the pickets
kept up an incessant firing, the sound resenbling at
a distance the popping of firecrackers, and the flash of
rifles illuminating the darkness like fire flies on a summer's
night, while now and then a mortar shell would gracefully
glide through the air and explode with a deafening roar.(43)

(

As of March 25, Jesse would have no way of knowing that his war would
last just 15 more days, but surely he had an inkling that the Southern
cause was lost and the great conflict was nearly over. The Battle of Fort
Stedman must have been to him an anen of this fact. Although we don' t
know whether Jesse was aware of what was transpiring in the near vicinity
of Fort Stedman, it was a fact that the massed troops of the Union army,
not actually engaged in the battle, were envolved in a "review", with the
honored guest being none other than their Commander-in-Chief, Abraham
Lincoln.
Saturday, April 1. Union troops under the command of Generals Phil
Sheridan and Gouverneur Warren assaulted eneny positions around White oaks
Road and Dinwiddie Court House, southwest of Petersburg, and by evening
completely overpowered and crushed General George E. Pickett's troops.
No less than 10,000 Southern troops were lost in this action. Five Forks
was called by one noted Southern general as "the Waterloo of the Confederacy".(44)

c

Sunday, April 2. Believing that Lee's defenses would be seriously
depleted after the losses at Fort Stedman and Five Forks, Grant put into
operation a plan for a massive assault along the entire Petersburg line,
one he had been perfecting over the past month. On the night of April 1
the Northern generals readied their men for a suprene effort. It was nearly
5:00 a.m. of April 2 when the attack began. The first Southern works to
be reached was the strong defensive earthworks of Fort Mahone. Among the
defenders in the trenches behind the lines of this fort was the 53rd North
Carolina Infantry where on an average throughout, the space fran man to
man was at least eight feet.(45) This fort, called by the Yankees "Fort
Damnation", lived up to its reputation, for hundreds of charging Federals
went down beneath volley of musketry and salvo of doubleshotted cannister.
A soldier of the 53rd recalled that "the open space inside of Fort Mahone
was literally covered with blue coated corpses". Sane wounded men actually
drowned in the mud and water in the trenches. ( 46)
By 9:00 a.m. most of Fort Mahone had been captured, but the 53rd, with
the others of the regiment and brigade, were ordered to charge the enemy
and they partially succeeded in driving the Yankees fran the works. The
charges and counter-charges continued through the day but the Rebels managed
to hold on to most of the breastworks. With insufficient reserves to either
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recapture the entire works or to maintain their hold on the portion retained, General Lee ordered the heroic defenders, including the 53rd, to
abandon the fort at 7:00 p.m., and without the knowledge of the Federals
they withdrew to the north side of the Appanattox River, proceeding towards
Amelia Court House.(47)
It was a different story in other sectors of the Petersburg defenses
where the breastworks were less formidable than at Fort Mahone. Serious
breakthroughs occurred at several different places along the extent of
the defensive line, and by the afternoon of April 2 Lee had determined
it was ~~ssible to hold the line against further onslaught and began to
carry out his plan of withdrawal.

c

"On the morning after that holocaustic assault, a photographer named
Thanas Roche carried his bulky equipnent to a captured strong point in the
Confederate line, which had defied Grant's army for ten desperate months.
Known as Fort Mahone, the earthworks had been manned by troops of the 53rd
North Carolina. Roche found the place defended now only by Confederate
dead: he photographed these men sprawled as they had fallen, in Fort Mahone's
mud-choked labyrinth of trenches. Sane were clearly veterans, but many
were boys--one only 14 years old, by Roche's estimate. Their faces evince
a repose that contrasts poignantly with their torn bodies. The deaths ...
seen all the more painful because the victims were struck down in one of
the war's last battles--for a cause already lost."(48)

Monday, April 3. At 8: 15 in the morning Union forces accepted the
surrender of Richnond. Lee's Aimy of Northern Virginia moved westward
over five separate routes, the ~ediate destination-Amelia Court House
where the troops were pranised they would receive provisions. But none
had arrived at that place.
Thesday, April 4. FUrther retreat west to Amelia Springs, then moving
on toward Farmville where General Lee hoped to be able to feed his hungry
forces.
Wednesday, April 5. Captain Eller's division acted as the rear guard
in the early days of retreat, and constantly skirmished with the pursuing
Yankees. The 53rd did not reach Amelia Court House until the morning
of April 5. Here they renained stationary in line of battle, confronting
the enemy. After dark the regiment followed the anmy taking up the rear,
being much ~ed on the march by the wagon train, the vehicles of which
were being abandoned along the route, caused by exhausted and famished
horses. ( 49)
Thursday, April
53rd North Carolina,
west of Amelia Court
army. However, when
they faced about and

6. At sunrise General Gordon's rear guard, with the
was just leaving Amelia Springs, a hamlet four miles
House, just escaping a strong attack by the Federal
the Yankees saw the Rebels had already left the area
took up the chase again. "A sharp running fight can-
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rnenced at once with Gordon's Corps which was continued over a distance of
fourteen miles, in which the opposing forces were "in almost incessant
battle".(SO)
In the confusion of the retreat and delaying action of battle,
the Confederate army became separated and split into three parts. The
middle section was assailed at Saylors Creek where in the afternoon a violent action took place that was disastrous to the Southerners. As a consequence General Richard s. Ewell, the commanding general of the Second
Corps (of which the 53rd was a part) for most of the war, and seven other
generals were taken prisoner along with 6,000 men.
In the meantime, the 53rd under General Gordon, and others of his
troops who had been following and protecting the wagon trains, took a road
to the north of the area in which the action was taking place at Saylors
Creek. These troops avoided the catastrophe that befell Ewell's men, but
found thenselves in similarly desperate straits. About 4:00 p.m. as the
troops came to a crossing of Saylors Creek, a bottleneck presented to the
passage of the wagons. The column was slowed and at that time was subjected
to a relentless attack by the Federals from the rear. The Confederates
were eventually forced back among their wagons and against the creek.
The overwhelmed Rebels were then given orders to save themselves by making
it across the creek as best they could, which many of them did, and where
they that remained were pulled together and marched to the southwest toward
High Bridge and Farmville. But General Gordon had to leave behind 1,700
men who were taken prisoner, 200 wagons, etc. Never before had the Army
of Northern Virginia sustained such a defeat as it had that day at Saylors
Creek. The 8,000 casualties it had suffered since morning amounted to
roughly one-third of its total strength.(Sl)

(

Friday, April 7. After crossing to the north side of the Appanattox
at High Bridge, the 53rd moved westward to a crossroad known as Cumberland,
named for a church that stood at the site. Here they were met with meager
rations that had been obtained in Farmville by other Confederate units,
but they were forced to wolf dawn their uncooked food and rushed forward
to meet a threat posed by Sheridan's cavalry. Union infantry shortly arrived on the scene by mid afternoon, and charged with reckless enthusiasm
expecting another route as of the day before at Saylors Creek. General
Grimes ordered his soldiers, including the 53rd, to counterattack and they
soon recovered artillery lost, captured a large number of prisoners, and
successfully held this position until sent for by General Lee. The Union
forces suspended the fighting until next morning. But the Confederates
had been delayed another half day at Cumberland Church while Federal cavalry
were racing westward--to a small railroad crossing at Appomattox Station
where Lee expected to find much needed supplies and rations for his starving
army. (52)
That night Grant addressed a short well worded message to his Confederate adversary suggesting to him that because of the hopelessness of the
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Southern situation further resistence would be pointless.
Saturday, April 8. Lee's answer to Grant's message was "Not yet",
and this day headed his anmy toward Appomattox Station, 25 miles to the
west. General John B. Gordon's forces, with Jesse and the 53rd, were now
leading the Confederate anmy. Since the Rebel carmand believed that only
Federal cavalry were in front of them at the station, it was decided that
Gordon should attack westward to clear Appomattox Station of the Yankee
Cavaly. If successful Lee might still get his remaining forces to Lynchburg and then on to Danville. But Gordon knew that if Federal infantry
were present in Appomattox their cause was lost. Another message from
Grant got a second response from Lee of "Not yet".

c

Sunday, April 9. In the clear, cool Spring dawn of this Palm Sunday,
Gordon turned to his ablest division carmander, Major General Bryan Grimes,
and ordered him to "drive them off!". The Confederate anmy now numbered
less than 30,000 men, the majority of whom were of little use, for only
about 8, 000 had retained the strength and spirit to keep their weapons. (53)
Grimes led three seriously depleted divisions, including the 53rd North
Carolina, forward in a sweeping attack. The Confederates were successful
early in taking some dismounted cavalry breastworks. The joyful Southerners pressed on, but from a crest of a low ridge they saw what they knew
to be their finish--the Federal infantry deployed in line of battle (some
of these Union men had marched 96 miles in three and a half days to take
their position here in front of the Confederates). The Southern anmy had
lost the race to Appomattox Station and the last charge of the war by their
regiments had been made, the last cannon fired, the last man had fallen
in the four awful years of America's Civil War.(54)
By mid morning General Lee was forced to acknowledge this fact, and
said, "Then there is nothing left for me but to go and see General Grant,
and I would rather die a thousand deaths". Shortly after one o'clock
of the 9th Generals Lee and Grant, with their staffs, met in the home of
Wilmer McLean located in the usually quiet village of Appomattox Court
House to arrange the terms of surrender of the Confederate anmy under Lee's
command. Shortly thereafter Federal officers were designated by General
Grant to carry into effect the paroling of Lee's troops before they should
start for their homes.

Three days after the surrender (April 12) The Confederates marched
by divisions to a designated spot in the neighborhood of Appmattox Court
House and there the troops stacked their arms and deposited their accoutrements in a formal surrender ceremony. Paroles were then distributed
to the men, and the Anmy of Northern Virginia passed out of existence.(SS)
For all practical purposes the war was over. The process of paroling and
exhanging the Southern troops now began. At the very end of the fighting
on the 9th, General Lee had estimated 8,000 fighting men at his carmand,
this in marked contrast to the total number of 28,321 men paroled--2,781
-79-
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officers, 25,480 enlisted men. It seems that stragglers kept drifting
in, deserters and others had simply been sleeping or trying to find food,
but the men knew they needed that parole paper which would allow then
to get through Union patrols on their way hame.(56)

(

The "Parole List at Appcmattox" names the officers of Bryan Grimes'
brigade giving Jesse Franklin Eller as Captain of Company K, 53rd North
Carolina Infantry, but Captain Eller could muster a mere three men in his
company, with a total of 81 for the regiment, and 527 in the brigade.(57)
None of the other Ellers originally in the 53rd regiment made it through
the war to the surrender at Appomattox, for one reason or another.(57)
Jesse Franklin's parole was dated April 9, 1865. He found his way
from Appomattox, Virginia, to Wilkes County, North Carolina, approximately
200 miles distant, arriving home to his wife Mary Ann, and their two children. It would appear that Jesse moved his fanily to Ashe County, North
Carolina, to join his brother Janes who had moved there at the wars end,
to distance himself and family from the "bushwhackers" that had made existence so unpleasant for the fanily in the closing days of the war.(58)
Hook makes no mention that Jesse made this move to Ashe County, but he
does state that Jesse' s third child, Junius Arthur was born in Ashe County,
April 20, 1866.(59)
In contemplating on the name Jesse and Mary Ann gave their second son,
it would not be difficult to surmise that he was named for Brigadier
General Junius Daniel, who was Jesse's brigade commander, thus his ~ediate
superior officer. Daniel had started early in the war as a colonel of
a North Carolina regiment, then going to brigade command, had been with
these sane troops until meeting his death in a glorious charge at the Mule
Shoe at Spotsylvania. It is said that "Junius Daniel had the essential
qualities of a tried soldier and successful officer, brave, vigilant and
honest •.. gifted as an organizer and disciplinarian, skilled in handling
troops. He was noted for giving his verbal commands in a deep, well trained
voice". After a close association for three years or more there can be
no doubt this officer had became Jesse's personal friend and wham he not
only greatly admired, but one he deeply respected.(60)

(

Quoting again fran Hook, "In 1869 Captain Eller moved with his fcrnily
in a covered wagon to Wapello County, Iowa, where his brothers Harvey,
John Cleveland and Willian then lived. In 1873 in company with his brothers
John Cleveland and Willian he moved to Clay County, Nebraska, where he
homesteaded a farm near the town of Harvard. During these early Nebraska
years he joined other homesteaders in founding and building a small Baptist
church on the prairie. He renained on his Nebraska farm until 1880 when
he renoved to Smyth County, Virginia, and settled on a farm near the village
of Atkins. Here he lived until his death, his obituary in a local paper
saying in part the following;
"He was an honest man and just. His convictions were strong
and he was unbending in his adherence to then. He was a devoted
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father, and his absorbing aim in life was to inculcate, in his
children, character, and to leave them the priceless heritage
of worthy exanple and an unblemished ncrne. He professed the holy
religion of Christ during the second year of the war, and
afterward united himself with the Baptist Church. He has ever
since been a zealous Christian worker in his church. He was largely
instnJTlental in organizing and building two churches. The latter
years of his life were attended by sore affliction and he has been,
during most of the time since, practically helpless." ( 61)
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IHIIND "lHE I.I:NES

With the Ellers in the Civil War

Fran my reading en the Civil War it has becane evident that the bushwhacker
problan had plagued many areas of the country, particularly the border states
where allegiance to the political situation of the time was mixed and in question.
But first we must understand what a bushwhacker was considered to be, and who
made up their numbers. Finley Paul CUrtis, Jr. surrmarized the situation very
graphically as printed in the Confederate Veteran Magazine of March 1919.
"So that, as is the case in practically every civil war, the slackers,
the deserters, the criminals, the thieves, the robber, Northern and
Southern, and the base-born of all classes armed thanselves, lurked
in the rrountains, and organized to pillage and bum and kill.
Early in the war these bands of flagitious parasites became the deadly
and rrost feared enany of every habitaion. Terror and wild outlawry
reigned suprane in the rrountainous districts. Life was miserable:
property was valueless: cabin doors were barred day and night: women
risked their lives to fetch a bucket of water fran the spring,
and were ofttimes subjected to the grossest insults: houses were boldly
entered and ransacked fran top to botton at the point of the pistol.
What child of the generation has not listened wide-eyed to thrilling
grandrrother stories of the lawless time?" ( 1)

c

The problan as portrayed above existed in the western as well as the eastern
parts of the country. Missouri was ravaged by these lawless bands, and so
it was that Ellers became the victims of the depradations. This was addressed
briefly in a previous article in the "Chronicles" concerning the Civil War
experiences of Andrew Eller( 4) , [Adam( 3) , Leonard( 2) , George Michael( 1) ] . ( 2)
To briefly review Andrew's experience, he had rroved to Missouri probably to
join his brother, David/~irksville, Mairs County. Mairs County is situated
in the northeastern part of the state, sanewhat rerroved fran the major activities of the guerrilla gangs and marauders, b..lt still the situation must
have been sufficiently unsettled in that he fled the area and returned to Indiana
where conditions were rrore agreeable. After the close of the war he went back
to Missouri. ( 3)
Edith D. Lyle of Independence, Missouri, gives us a story of even graver
consequences of the unsettled and dangerous situation existing in Missouri,
this envolving her great-great-grandfather, 'David Eller( 4), [Jacob III( 3),
Jacob(2), Jacob( 1)]. Edith mentions that David was "murdered by bushwhackers
on his plantation during the Civil War". ( 4) Of course that could very well
have been. However in the Novenber 1990 issue of the Chronicles is an iten
fran "The Booneville Weekly Advertiser" of January 10, 1913, in which it states
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"Her (Mrs Martha J. Eller) lrusband (David) was murdered during the Civil War
( Septenber 18, 1864) by catherwood 1 s State Militia, leaving her a widow with
seven snall childen, all of whan she reared to maturity". (5) So there is
a question as to just who were the culprits in this crime, hlshwhackers or
catherwood 1 s State Militia. Therefore, it was in hopes of clearing up this
question that an attempt was made to reconstruct the situation as it existed
in central Missouri as of Septenber, 1864 •
David and his fanily lived in Cooper COunty, Missouri, but the exact town
is unclear, though his widow was living at the time of her death in Bunceton,
a few miles south of Booneville located on the Missouri River. Because of
the existing political situation Missouri had been essentially under a state
of martial law since 1861. As the war progressed conditions worsened over
the entire state.
Especially in central and western Missouri martial law
was considered to be a necessity to maintain any type of law. Union authorities
found thanselves roore and roore occupied with the pressing and aggravating problem of canbating guerrillas and guarding against COnfederate invasion, as well
as attempting to govern and control the civil elenents which supported the
partisans and made their activity possible. ( 6) By mid August of 1864 guerrilla
warfare raged in the river counties west fran callaway on the north, and fran
Cooper on the south side of the Missouri river. These counties of central
Missouri (COoper, Boone, Howard) shuddered with the barbarous activities of
several bands of bushwhackers and guerrillas. By mid Septenber all traffic
on the Missouri river had been stopped, railroad transportation interrupted,
telegraphic camrunication destroyed, all mail stopped. All this increased
activity was to coincide with the proposed COnfederate invasion of Missouri,
which was expected to take place in the southeastern part of the state.(7)
The roost noted guerrilla gangs operating in central Missouri in mid September, 1864, were nanely: Willian c. Quantrill, who was notorious for the Lawrence, Kansas, massacre of August 21, 1863, when 150 male citizens were murdered;
Bloody Willian c. "Bill" Anderson, with 300 to 400 men operating in the Booneville area, masquerading as regular COnfederate troops; John Thrailkill and
his followers. ( 8 )
The Union Army was actively, though many times frustratingly occupied
in counteracting the terrorizing work of these guerrilla bands. State Militias
were organized in an endeavor to keep peace and control the deprivations and
ranpant killings. One such unit was the 6th Missouri State Militia Cavall:y,
Colonel Edwin c. catherwood ccmnanding, operating as a part of the District
of Southwest Missouri, Deparbnent of Missouri. (9)
Major Austin A. King was in ccmnand of the detachnent of the 6th Missouri
State Militia Cavall:y operating in Howard and COOper COunty as of September 11. On August 18 he had received the following camrunication fran the
ccrnnanding general of his district. "I congratulate you on the good beginning
of the bushwhacking canpaign. Strike with vigor and detennination. Take no
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prisoners. We have enough of that sort on hand now. Pursue and Kill! " ( 10 )
In response to these admonitions came the reply "If you deem it best I can
move down through carroll, Boone, and Howard cunties and clean then up ••••
I have ordered quite a nunber of the IOClst notorious fanilies in the county
to leave .... If they are permitted to renain you will soon have another page
of like outrages". (11)
It appears that the units recelV1ng such instructions went about their
business in earnest for in one communication Brigadier-General Clinton B. Fisk
writes, "I would like Colonel catherwood to renain with me for a little time
yet. His veterans are hard to manage. " ( 12 )
Just on which side of the political issue David Eller stood is difficult
to ascertain. However, his father Jacob III had migrated to Cooper County,
Missouri, probably fran Rowan County, North carolina, by August 1818, or just
four years before David was born. Though his father had died by the time of
the Civil War his mother and others of the fanily were still living and
sentimental ties must have renained strong for North carolina and the Southern
cause for which that state was, in the main, supporting. ( 13)
I t is my opinion that the newspaper account of David's death at the hands
of "catherwood's veterans", rather than as a result of the bushwhacker villains
who were so active and producing much of the conflict in the county of which
the Ellers were residents.

Another example of heartache and tragedy through similar circumstances
was brought to light in the last issue of the Chronicles, submitted by Bill
Eller, excerpted fran material presented by Ma:ty Edith Cochran Eller, which
is the story of Daniel S. Eller (the great-great-grandfather of Ma:ty Edith's
husband, Denver Lowell Eller) who had migrated fran M:Jntganery County, Ohio,
to Missouri in the late 1850s. Their final stopping place was apparently Cedar
County, in the southwest section of Missouri not far fran the Kansas border.
By 1861, as we have seen in the forgoing saga, the tension of the Civil War
had blossaned aliOClst to the full and this part of Missouri was resounding to
the atrocities of the bushwhackers and guerrilla bandits, especially Quantrill's
gang. Having cane fran Ohio, Daniel S. no doubt had Unionist leanings and
so suffered at the hands of the quazi Confederate bands. Quoting fran the Chronicles: "During the Civil War the Confederate Soldiers came and burned all their
wheat fields and Aaron and William remembered looking back and seeing the stalks
of grain burning in the fields. The people took what possessions they had
and started back to Ohio. They suffered many hardships and two of Daniel's
children were buried along the way, Ira calvin and Amanda Jane. Daniel related
he felt so sorry to have to leave then there. They were buried in a \\ODd box
made by the men, no grave marker or anything else to renenber then by. " ( 14 )
So we have seen how innocent fanilies of the western border states, particularly Missouri, were terrorized at the hands of the lawless bands, known
as bushwhackers. A s~ar problen existed, just as well, in the eastern
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theater of the war, particularly southwest Virginia, western North carolina,
eastern Kentucky and Tennessee, where the rugged rrountainous terrain was effective
in hiding the gangs. In the fall of 1864 as Lee's army appeared to be disintegrating, hundred of men left the anny and for one reason or another, sane
of them went into hiding in the recesses of the rrountains and becane engaged
in the indiscriminate plundering, and at times, even murdering.
The ancestors of many of us were living in just such a ranote area of western
North carolina where sane of these men hid out and fran their hideaways went

forth to perfonn their dastardly deeds. One account is mentioned
briefly by Janes Hook about the Janes(5) Eller fanily. [Sirneon(4), John(3),
Peter(2), George Michael(!)]. (15) To enlighten us all with additional facts
in this story Gerald has obtained a delighful recollection of sane of those
times by Janes' grand-son, Paul Eller Hubbell, entitled "The Janes Eller Fanily
and the Bushwhackers of Wilkes County, North carolina, 1864-1865." I'm sure
you will be as fascinated in reading this story as I was. Thank you, Gerald,
for sharing this material with us.
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THE JAMES ELLER FAMILY AND THE
COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA, 1864-1865

BUSHWHACKERS

OF

WILKES

By Paul E. Hubbell
Emeritus Professor of History in Eastern Michigan University
with a Foreword and an Afterword by His Brother Jay B.
Hubbell, Jr.
Apri I, 1977
FOREWORD
On N.C.
Highway 52
<the Boone Trail>
there is a roadside
marker erected to commemorate the last
act in a tragic and
forgotten episode of the Civil War.
Nowadays the cars speed
past the marker too quickly for the motorist to
read it.
Years ago no doubt an occasional
motorist slowed down to
read the marker and perhaps tried
to recal I what in his
youth he had heard about the Bushwhackers who in the winter
and spring of
1864-1865 had
terrorized the families
of
Confederate soldiers who were away from home fighting the
last battle of a losing war.
"FORT HAMBY"
Fortified stronghold
of band of robbers ~
army deserters, was
captured by force of
citizens in Hay, 1865.
Stood one mile north.
Fort Hamby,
as I
learn from two unsigned articles
in the
Bicentennial
issue of
the Wilkesboro Journal-Patriot
for
October, 1976,
was a
two-story log house on a high hill
overlooking the Yadkin River valley near Holman's Ford in
Wilkes County.
It was
situated on the north side of
the
Yadkin and on the east side of
Lewis Fork Creek.
The
revised edition of
the North Carolina Guide
<1955>, edited
by Blackwell P. Robinson, page 518, gives this al 1 too brief
account of the capture of Fort Hamby:
After the Civil War a band of army deserters and
outlaws, who had been plundering Wilkes County for
several months, were trapped in a house which was
set afire. All the bandits except Col. Wade, their
leader, surrendered, were tried, sentenced, and
shot. Tradition relates that while Wade was being
sought he escaped by hiding under the waters of the
Yadkin River near the bank, breathing through a
reed.
Until after the Civil War our grandparents,
James and Mary
Ann <Carlton>
Eller, lived in Wilkes County on Lewis Fork
Creek; and my brother Paul, my sister Ruth, and
I all have
vivid memories of
what our mother, Ruth Eller Hubbel <Mrs.
David Shelton Hubbel>, told us many times about the inhuman
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treatment her father
and mother suffered from
the hands of
the Bushwhackers. In 1931 my brother, who is by profession a
historian-- he taught modern European history for many years
at Eastern Michigan University-- decided that it was time to
make some permanent record of Bushwhacker activities while
our mother and her
brothers were still
able to write and
talk about them.
He wrote first to her younger
brother,
Adolphus Hill Eller, Trust Officer and later Vice-President
of the Wachovia Bank and Trust Company in Winston-Salem. He
replied on September 23, 1931:
Your letter of September 10th came to hand, and
as the Fort Hamby incident was a little too early
for me [he was born in April, 18611 to recall the
facts, although I had heard them discussed more or
less all my life. I sent your sketch to brother
H.A. and he has written his recollections of the
incident and the period, which I am enclosing to
you.

(

The older brother,
Harvey Augustus Eller
<born in July,
1855>, was an Ashe County farmer and county commissioner. He
wrote two long
letters almost identical, one
in pencil and
one
in ink.
The letter
of
September 21,
1931 <in
ink>,
included in my brother's essay, is a concise factual account
of the activities of no less
than three separate
gangs of
outlaws who plundered and
terrorized
the
families
of
Confederate soldiers. This letter forms
the basis of Part I
of my brother's essay. Part II is based on his recollections
of what our mother said many times to her children about the
Bushwhacker atrocities. My brother also made some use of a
letter that she wrote on september 15,
1931, after reading
his first version of the Bushwhacker story.
My brother
has
recently revised
the account he wrote
forty-six
years ago and now wishes it deposited with my
professional
papers
in the Jay B.
Hubbell
Center
for
American Literary Historiography in the Duke University
Library.
In an Afterword I have added some account of the
family of James and Mary Ann Eller after October, 1865, when
they moved
to Ashe County •..•• April, 1977,Jay B. Hubbell,
Sr.

*****************
My mother's parents were James Eller (1828-1925>
and Mary
Ann Carlton Eller <1830-1924>. They were married
in 1849,
and until
October, 1865, when
they moved to Ashe County,
they lived near
the New Hope Church on Lewis Fork Creek in
Wilkes County, N.C.
The Eller family was divided by the war. James Eller's three
older brothers-- Harvey, John, and William-- settled in Iowa
and Nebraska in the early 1850's. They were loyal supporters
of
the Union.
The five
younger brothers,
all living
in
North Carolina, supported the Confederacy. Thomas Eller was
killed at
the Battle of Chancellorsville
in 1863;
his
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brother David died at Drewry's Bluff
in 1664;
a
third
brother,
Captain Jesse
Eller,
who
was wounded
at
Spotyslavania Court House, carried a rifle bullet in his
body until
his death in 1900.
<Jesse Eller's
grandson
Earnest McNeill
Eller graduated from
the Naval
Academy in
1925 and became an Admiral
in
the U.S. Navy.>
At
the
outbreak of the Civil War James Eller was thirty-three years
old with a
wife and
five
children.
Nevertheless
he
volunteered
for service
in the Confederate Army. He was
rejected as physically unfit.
Typhoid fever
had left him
with a slight lameness in one leg.
That kind of devotion to the cause of the Confederacy was
rare in Wilkes County and, indeed, throughout Appalachia. In
Smyth County, Virginia, where my father was born, his father
Robert Henry Hubbell, thirty-four years old with a wife and
six children, was among the first to volunteer. He served in
the Confederate
army
for
three separate
periods of
enlistment. When
in 1664 he returned to
the army for the
last
time, he
took with him my father's oldest brother
William, a lad of sixteen or seventeen.
The mountain people had few slaves, and many of them came to
feel that they had been involved in the war by politicians
from the cotton plantations where there were many slaves. As
the war dragged on,
there were heavy casualties and more
desertions from the Confederate armies, especially after the
loss of the decisive battles of Vicksburg and Gettysburg. In
1664 the number of
desertions increased as the armies of
Grant and Sherman drew closer
to Richmond and Atlanta. Some
soldiers no doubt
deserted because they thought
their
families desperately needed them, but most of them deserted
because they no longer had any faith in a losing cause.

c

When the deserters came home, they found that some of their
neighbors looked upon them as
traitors. Often they had to
hide out
in a
thinly populated Yadkin River
valley. Soon
there was limited warfare between the deserters and
the
militiamen of the Home Guard. There may have been some
hardened criminals among them, but the Bushwhackers now seem
rather the social and economic product of the war, civilian
fear, and the dislocation of their loyalties and affections.
According to
the Wilkesboro Journal-Patriot, there were at
Fort Hamby some deserters
from the Union armies;
and the
leaders of
the gang,
Wade and Lockwood,
are said
to have
deserted from the Union army of General Stoneman who is said
to have come through Wilkesboro in March, 1665. The date is
probably wrong,
for it does not allow enough time
for two
Yankee deserters to become the leaders of
the Bushwhackers
before the capture of Fort Hamby. That gang was said to have
contained eighty-five deserters from Wilkes and adjoining
counties. They are said,
in the Journal-Patriot, to have
been armed with Union army rifles of the latest model.

(
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BEHIND 'lHE LINES

With the Ellers in the Civil War

Byron H. Eller

A talk was given at the Estes Park Eller Conference, July 1991, presenting
same recent statistical findings, and a recapi~ation of casualty figures for
Eller soldiers of the Civil War, and canparing these figures with the National
averages. A hand-out was not prepared for the attendees, though a few transparencies of the tables and figures were shown by projector and screen. The
reasons for the failure to prepare a written report are varied and will not
be presented here. However, it is the writers opinion that the information
given then is of sufficient interest and value to this Association that a summary
of that presentation has been prepared and is given here for the readers of
"The Eller Chronicles" to peruse, and in doing so perhaps find a new piece
of information on one of their ancestors.
It has been said that more men died during the Civil War than in all the rest
of the U.S. wars canbined through Vietnam, (McPherson, Janes M., Battle Cry
of Freedan, p. 854) so, before considering the information contained in the
charts and tables concerning the Eller, let us look at same of those figures
concerning the Civil War, following which are a few statanents to put the
figures into perspective. Though these statements may vary a bit, in essence
they came to the scrne conclusion: the Civil War was a catastrophic experience
in United States History.

A total of 620,000 men lost their lives in the Civil War fran all causes.
U.S.A., Total--336,480
K. I .A. -111,900
Died of Disease-224,580, or 67% of the total deaths.
C.S.A., Total--258,000
K.I.A.-94,000
Died of Disease-164,000, or 64% of the total deaths.
"64%, or 164,000, of the Confederates who died in the war succumbed to
disease". T/1 Index, p. 140 (appendix): C.W.T.I. Oct. "84, p. 18. "Of the
620,000 men who lost their lives in the Civil War, more than 60% died of disease".
T/1, Shennan March, p. 106. "Twice as many Civil War soldiers died of disease
as were killed and mortally wounded in canbat". Battle Cry of Freedan,
p. 485, 487. "Three times as many men died of illness as died of wounds".
Archives of Surgery, Sept. 1988, p. 1050. "Approximately one out of ten ablebodied Northerners (out of the total nunber available for conscription) was
dead or incapacitated, while for the South it was one out of four, including
her noncanbatant Negroes." Battle Cry of Freedan, p. 1040.
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Now let us look at the accompanying charts to see how the information
contained therein compares with the National statistics, and also to see if
any additional points of interest can be gleaned fran them.
The first chart is self explanatory, though there are same facts of
interest that may be pointed out. Since this chart was prepared an additional
death has been brought to light by Ethel Bernice Johnson, in EC VI:2, p. 74.
(More on John Adan Eller later). Since this case had not been applied to
this study, the figures and percentages would be changed sanewhat. One question
that may be asked is why the percentages of men killed in action were greater
comparatively for Union than Confederate Ellers. There is no truly r:~pparent
reason, though pe:rhaps it could be suggested that the greater number of Southem Ellers were fran North Carolina and their units remained in their h::rne
state on patrol and guard duty, etc. It is a fact, however, that a greater
number of Confederate Ellers were wounded and captured. Striking is the
fact that the "died of disease" are statistically close for both North and
South, and is very close to the overall figure of the National averages,
as presented above, though more Confederate Ellers ( 87%) died of disease
than the overall Confederate figure of 64%. Here the figure for the Union
is very close, 70% Ellers as compared to 67% nationally.
Caning to the second chart there will be seen a list of the Confederate
Ellers who died in the war, either killed in action or died of disease.
Fran information obtained on these men fran the service records received
from the National Archives, one can·readily see that the principal disease
causing death was typhoid fever, South, 26%, though when adding other diarrheas it increases to 52%. For the Union soldiers, 71%. Two Confederates
died of snallpox, but while both were in a Northern prison camp, E.Jmira,
New York.
Please note the following facts and figures that appear not only interesting but typical of the times, and is a very classic example of taking
healthy young men fran a :rural hane setting and placing them in an environment
of inadequate hygiene, sanitation, diet, and poor shelters with exposure
to inclement weather. And certainly one of the leading factors would
be the lack of natural ~ity to the communicable diseases.
In excmining the duration of time fran enlistment to date of death there
appears to be a logical breaking off point. For the Union men it was between
six months and sixteen months, which occured in the Spring, or February 1863.
Fbr the Confederates the breaking point appears to be between six months
and eleven months, and this was also in February 1863. Significantly this
was just half way through the war. By this time rruch of the living conditions
had been improved, the sanitation and inadequacies in food rectified, and
especially the medical corps of both annies had definitely ~ved their
facilities and techniques. By February 1863 thirteen Confederate men had
died after an average of 5.2 months in the service. ·Noting the Union figures
on this particular point it is significant that five Union soldiers had died
with an average time of enlistment of 5.1 months, identical figures for both
annies. What if such a horrible and early death rate by disease had occurred in our recent wars, remembering "Desert Stonn"?
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AGE
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DATE ENL.

WILLIAM H. , 53rd NC

19

Wilkes Co., NC

2/26/62

7/13/64

29

Ill).

K.I.A.

In action near Washington City

THOMAS J., 1st NC
F. Eller
F., 1st NC "Rowan Art"

23

Wilkes Co. , NC

7/1/61

5/3/63

22

Ill).

K.I.A.

Battle of Chancellorsville

?

Rowan Co. , NC

?

Killerl

"Accidentally"

JOHN H., 37th NC

19

Wilkes Co., NC

9/24/61

5/30/62

8 mo.

Typhoid

Charlottsville, VA

WILLIAM, 4th VA

?

Grayson Co. , VA

3/20/62

7/9/62

4 mo.

Typhoid

Charlottsville, VA

7/19/62

.....
.....
CD
rn

NAME

DATE DEATH MCNI'H.S

?

?

EI:MARD, 4th NC

38

Rowan Co. , NC

3/14/62

ALEXANDER, 49th NC

21

Catawba Co., NC

4/16/62

W.R., 52nd GA

?

?
?

DAVID H., 53rd NC

31

Wilkes Co., NC

RICHARD E., 23rd NC
HARVEY

Georgia

CAUSE DEATH

PLACE DEA'IH

Chr. Diarrhea

7/26/62

4 mo.
3 mo.
3 Ill).

Danville, VA

Typhoid

Petersburg, VA

9/11/62

4 mo.

Disease (?)

Knoxville, 'IN

REMARKS

tz:l
.....
.....

CD

11
()

::r

11
0
:::1

0

<:

0

~

......

y's Bluff, VA

3/26/62

9/13/62

6 mo.

Fever, type ?

30

Rowan Co. , NC

9/6/62

11/?/62

2 mo.

Disease (?)

!winchester, VA

...H

21

Wilkes Co., NC

2/12/62

11/21/62

9 mo.

Typhoid

Drewry's Bluff, VA

.

MJSES, 23rd NC

34

Rowan Co. , NC

12/22/62

3 mo.

"Abscessus"

r-tt. Jackson, VA

...~

CDRNELIUS, 4 2nd NC

28

Rowan Co. , NC

3/24/62

12/25/62

9 mo.

Meningitis

Petersburg, VA

ELI, 23rd NC

27

Rowan Co. , NC

9/3/62

2/2/63

5 mo.

Typhoid

Richnond, VA. ,

W.W., 30th NC

38

Wilkes Co. , NC

9/23/62

2/25/63

5 mo.

Pnet.rnOnia

Richnond, VA

JOSEPH, 57th NC

19

Rowan Co. , NC

7/4/62

6/28/63

11 mo. Chr. Diarrhea

Rowan Co. , NC

JAMES P., 4th VA

19

Virginia

3/20/62

7/11/63

16 mo. Typhoid

Richnond, VA

MATHIS, 53rd NC

34

Wilkes Co. , NC

3/25/62

9/25/63

THOMAS, 1st 'IN Bn

22

White Co., 'IN

4/23/63

6/20/63

18 mo. acute diararhec Harrisburg, PA, w. 7/1/63
P.O.W. 7/33/63
2 mo.
?
Yazoo City, MISS.

JESSE, 7th NC

32

Rowan Co. , NC

8/20/62

2/29/64

18 mo.

GQ.RIX)N,

53rd NC

:

9/6/62

I

<:

z

0

....

1.0
1.0
f',J

"W4F. =S. :LIIj

?

N
-...!

......

Winchester, VA
Cont'd next page

I

JACOB F., 24th GA

I 20 I Townes

DAVID, 42nd NC

I 28 I Rowan Co. , NC

20

I

ReMan

I

co. • NC

JESSE B., 42nd NC

1127162
8/24161

Co. , GA

I

8110164

I

31 mo.1

219165

I
I

42

I 3124162 1 3110165

?

rro.l Variola

36 mo.l Variola

I

Richnond, VA

I

Elmira, NY, captured 8116164
Front Royal, VA
NY captured 6 I 3 I 64
Cold Harbor, VA

h:1mira,

4//~/f'/

U. S. A.
NAME

AGE

PIACE OF BIRI'H

DATE ENL.

'IHCMAS J.
Co. D, 79th Ind.

27

Marioo Co. Ind.

112/63

l/2163

5 mo.

K.I.A.

JOHN

37

Richland Co. , CH

12113/62

5/6/63

5 mo.

K.I.A.

Battle of Cl'la'rpioo Hill

22

Wayne Co., KY.

9/14161

2/2/63

17 mo.

"Killed in a
personal difficulty".

Wayne Co. 1 KY

18

Pulaski Co.

12/22161

3~

chr. Diarrhea

Pacific City 1 Mo. 1
"Sequelae Rubeola"

20

Ind. (KY?)

12131161

2 mo.

"Carp fever"

I..Duisville, Ky. ,
While an furlough

DATE DEATH

M:NIHS

CAUSE DFA'IH

PLACE DEA'IH

REMARKS

Battle of Stooe River

Co. G, 20th OH
GEXJFGE W.
1st KY

cav.

DANIEL

I

Ind . 915161

mo.

Co. E, 9th Iowa
Heru:y

Co. H, 8th Ind.~

.

11/1161

Typhoid

DAVID ( CDTHERN)
Co. F1 59th Ind.

35

Marioo Co. I Ind.

12/16/61

6/17/62

6 mo.

Typhoid

New Albany I Ind.

JAMES M.
Co. G1 31st Ind.

23

Mooroe Co. 1 Ind.

915161

7131162

8 mo.

Typhoid

New Albany, Ind.

ANDRE.W I JR.

19

Marien Co. , Ind.

8116162

2112163

6 mo.

Typhoid

Injured 12131162,
d. Murfreesboro 1 'IN.

16 mo.

Chr. Diarrhea

Captured 914/631
d. Ridmond VA.

20 mo.

Typhoid

Knoxville 1 'IN.

Co. D1 79th Ind.

A~E.

HARVEY H.
22nd Pa. cav

22

Wash. Co. , PA.

8113162

DAVID
Co. D, 79th Ind.

23

Marion Co. , Ind.

8116162

12116163

418164

;:..:..(liD
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The service records of the men who died of disease will not be exanined further in this presentation, however it might be well to note sanething about each man that died during battle or else "killed in action".
First, consider the Confederate soldiers as listed in the accompanying chart.
Willian Harrison(S), Absolan(4), John(3), Peter(2), George Michael(1)
b. 16 Sep 1843, Wilkes Co., NC, enl. 26 Feb 1862, age 18, into Co.
K, 53rd NC Inf. at Camp Mangum. Promoted from private through the ranks
to 5th Sgt. , to take rank from 1 Apr 1864 . Killed in ation near Washington
City, 13 Jul 1864. Willicm H. had three brothers in the Southern army,
Matthias, Francis, and Janes Madison. A more detailed study nf this
soldier,s experiences in the war is contemplated for a future time.
See "George Michael Eller", Hook, Janes W., p. 85.
Thomas Jefferson(5), Simeon(4), John(3), Peter(2), George Michael(1)
b. 1837/38, Wilkes Co. NC. Enl. 1 Jul 1861, Warrenton, NC, age 23, into
Co. B, 1st NC inf. Killed Battle of Chancellorsville, 3 May 1862,
(Hook says May 2) • Thanas had two brothers in the Confederate army,
Jesse Franklin (see EC V:2, pp. 63-82), and David H., who died 13 Sep
1862, Dx. typhoid. He is buried in the Canetery of the New Hope Baptist
Church, Purlear, Wilkes County, NC. Hook, p. 179, 186.
F. Eller. The full nane, and fcmily line is not known. He enlisted from
Rowan Co., NC, into Co. D, (Rowan Artillery), 1st Regt. Engr., Artillery
and Ordnance, NC State Troops. If anyone from Rowan Count~ can identify
this soldier, it ~uld certainly be appreciated.

UNION' SOLDIERS

Thomas J. ( 5), Andrew( 4), Adam( 3), Leonard( 2), George Michael( 1)
b. 1837, Lawrence Twsp., Marion Co., IN. Enl. 16 Aug 1862, age 27,
into Co. D, 79th IN Inf. Killed 2 Jan 1863, Battle of Stones River,
TN. Two brothers were Union soldiers, David and Andrew Jr. For a detailed profile on Thomas J., see EC III:2, p. 35: EC IV:2, p. 82.
John, s/o Jacob & sally (Sarah) Hillborn-Eller, m. 11 Apr 1821.
b. 1826, Richland Co., OH. Enl. (drafted Militia), 13 Nov 1862, Mansfield, Richland Co., OH, age 37, into Co. G, 20th OH Inf. Present
or accounted for until killed 16 May 1863, in Battle of Champion Hill,
Vicksburg, MS, campaign. Here is an instance of a 37 year old man,
having been married in 1848, and with a fanily, being drafted into the
Union Army and killed in action.
George w., s/o F.W. & sarah Eller. (See 1850 Census, McMinn Co., TN)
b. 1839, probably McMinn Co., 'IN. Enl. 14 Sep 1861, Monticello, Wayne
Co. , KY. , age 22 , in to Co. H, 1st KY cav. "Furnished his awn horse
& horse equipnent from 1 Aug 1862".
Killed 2 Feb 1863, Wayne Co., KY,
(while bane on furlough?) "in a personal difficulty".
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7.
John Adam Eller, s/o George (inmigrant fran Gennany to Rowan Co. ) & Rose Ann Eller
Bo:rn 28 Feb 1843, Rowan Co., NC (See 1850 Census Rowan Co., NC)
Earlier in this report the nane of John Adam Eller was mentioned.
Not until the May 1992 issue of the Eller Chronicles was this man known definitely as a Civil War soldier, even though his name had been pondered
on when found in the 1850 Census of Rowan County, NC. His age, it appeared,
would have made him of military age at the time of the War. This brings
attention to the fact of how valuable the "Chronicles" has been in this
research, and as it has been testified to by many others. It is hoped this
sane kind of material will be forthcaning through the pages of the Chronicles.
Perhaps sane additional light can be shed on the record of John Adam,
for a question had been posed in the May 1992 issue, page 74, where it is
stated "Died March 1864 of wounds received at Zag---- (can't read)", etc.
As interesting as the "family stories" often appear, there is sane definite
infonnation on this soldier that will be presented here.
John Adam enlisted into Co. I, 109th Ill. Infantry on 14 Aug 1862,
with others into a new regiment that was not organized until 11 Sept 1862.
Co. I, and the rest of the regiment were moved into Kentucky and eventually
into Tennessee as a canponent of u.s. Grant's Department of the Tennessee.
They ranained at Matphis until March 1863, when they moved to Lake Providence, Louisiana.
Here the regiment was disbanded on 10 Apr 1863,
having lost 237 of it's men by desertion, and it's officers having
proved thanselves utterly incanpetent. The ranaining men were transferred
as a group and inco.rporated into Co. K, 11th Ill. Inf. Before its dissolution
this regiment had lost by disease 2 officers and 92 men.
The 11th Ill. reorganized at Young's Ft., oo Lake Providence, LA. Thereafter the regiment with the brigade and division went into action with General
Grant during his highly successful, and fcmous Vicksburg canpaign, being
involved in the Battles of Port Gibson, Rayrrond, Jackson, Champion Hill,
then the seige of Vicksburg with its eventual surrender 4 Jul 1863.
The regiment ranained on duty in the Vicksburg area being involved
in the occupation of Natchez and Vicksburg itself. General Grant by now
had been named to the overall cannand of U.S. forces, and General SheDTJan
had Grant's old positon as general of the Department of the Tennessee.
In the schane of operations Shennan was to direct his attention to the eventual
drive towards Atlanta, but before making that move he proposed a campaign
into middle Mississippi with it's objective being the clearing of Confederate
forces fran that area, and to strike and destroy railroads, rolling stock,
roads, munition factories and stores, atpOunding horses, mules, antt.. oxen,
and to bring out as much cotton and other materials as could be hauled.
At the sane time the main drive was being made, the goal to be Meridian,
MS, a smaller force was to ascend the Yazoo River to clear that region
of similar stores, and to distract the Confederate anny as to the main
pu.rpose of the overall operation. The 11th Ill. was one of three regiments
that was to make up the Yazoo Expedition, the other two being regiments
canposed of colored troops.
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The three regiments boarded Navy gun-boats, and troop ships, and the
operation got under way on 1 Feb 1864. By 9 Feb Yazoo City, TN, had been
reached and the Union force took possession of the town. Leaving a small
detadment to hold the area, the remainder of the men moved up the river,
when on the 19th they were ordered back to Yazoo City. On 28 Feb the 11th
Ill. was ordered into a small redoubt (fort) on the outskirts of town.
From that date and everyday the Confederates would make a dash on the center
of the works, but these men stood to their ground. The resolute 11th held
the redoubt against repeated attacks, and by the 5th was surrounded on three
sides by the enany. Three times the order was given to surrender, but the
major cannanding refused each time, and the Confederates each time resumed
their continuous fire of artilley and small anns, in which the loss to the
Northerners was heavy. Reinforcements eventually arrived by 2:00 p.m.,
driving the Rebels from the fort.
During that heroic defense on the afternoon of 5 March John Adem Eller
sustained a serious wound to the abdanen. He with the other defenders
of the fort ranained in place until the next day, Sunday, 6 Mar 1864,
when the fort was evacuated, the transports re-boarded and the return
trip to Vicksburg was canpleted. Total casualties for the 11th Ill. during
the defense of the Yazoo City redoubt were 10 killed, 40 wounded, and 16
missing. John was placed on boa~ the Hospital Steamer R.C. Wood
to be taken to larger medical facility, but he died of his wounds,
9 Mar 1864 while on board. Official Records; 32, P. 1, pp. 178, 194, 320-331.

(Eds. The Eller Family Association is unusually fortunate to have as a member such enthusiastic and meticulous researcher as Dr. Byron Eller of California. We can say the
same for Buddy Lovette and Lynn Eller. Since the above report was presented at Conference '91, Byron has spent considerable research time at Gettysburg and in other battle
fields in Virginia. During the second week of November 1992 he will spend several days at
Vicksburg National Cemetery and Battleground researching for information on Ellers in
the Civil War. Those who attend Conf. '93 will hear another of his masterful presentations
on his favorite subject.
During the first week of November 1992, Byron, Lynn Eller of Atlanta and Gerald Eller
spent three days in Ashe and Wilkes County with Buddy Lovette, J. C. Ashley and others.
Buddy Lovette showed us the original land on which Peter and John Eller, sons of George
Michael Eller settled in Ashe County on the South Fork of New River. While in Ashe
County we meet the charming Mrs. Ethel (Mrs. Ed) Eller and her daughter Daphne; also
Mr. Truett Eller, retired public school teacher and principal. While in Ashe County we visited the homesites of Gertrude Eller Waddell and her grandfather James Eller.
Clinton Eller of Wilkes County showed us the New Hope Church and cemetery and the
homesites of many other early Eller settlers in that county. He loaned us a genealogy of his
line which adds considerably to Hook's compilations of Ellers in Wilkes County, NC; this
will appear in a future issue of the Chronicles. Byron was the house guest of your editors
for a week-end before departing for Vicksburg. Lynn will be returning soon for another
~ork session with Juanita on the ELLER FAMILY COOKBOOK. The greatest compensatiOn for our work as editors of the Chronicles is meeting such fine people as those mentioned above.)

BEHIND 1HE I..INES

With the Ellers in the Civil War
By Byron H. Eller
David H. Eller was born 10 July 1830 at the family hane located on
Coles Creek, a branch of the North Fork of Lewis Creek, Wilkes County,
North Carolina, about a mile and a half north of where it joins the south
fork of the same creek. The Simeon Eller property of about 250 acres is
beautiful rolling pastureland, lowering gradually westerly to the creek.
The young David was a farmer like his father and brothers, and perfonned
the duties of the family before and after his father's premature death at
age 56 years, 19 June 1850. David married 1 Feb 1854, Macy (Polly) McNiel
at the residence of Polly's father, Jack H. McNiel, the ceranony being performed by the Rev. James McNiel, a Baptist minister. It can be assumed
the couple ranained on the farm with his mother and other family members,
the youngest of whan, America, was twelve years of age.
With War clouds gathering over the land the Eller young men were answering the call to their chosen cuntries colors. David's unmarried younger
brother, Thanas Jefferson, had already responded to the call to arms on
1 July 1861, being mustered into the 1st N.C. Infantcy Regiment. It was
not until almost ten months later, 31 April 1862, that David, with a married
younger brother, Jesse Franklin, enlisted into the Confederate anny, both
on the same date. The two young men joined the 53rd N.C. Infantcy Regiment,
David as first s~rgeant, and Jesse Franklin as the first lileutenant of
Ccrnpany K. Both men assisted in organizing the canpany which was canposed
entirely of men fran Wilkes County. Eventually there would be ten Ellers in
this canpany, and certainly other first cousins fran the McNiel fanily,
which was a vecy large and praninent family of Wilkes County.
At the time of his enlisment David was 31 years of age and is said
to have been 6 feet in height, tall for the average Civil War soldier. His
canpany was mustered into seiVice at Canp Mangun, four miles west of Raleigh,
North Carolina. The regiment was sent almost imnediately into eastern North
carolina, to Willmington on the Cape Fear River. General Robert E. Lee
asstrned crnmand of the Anny of Northern Virginia 1 June 1862, and soon took
the offensive against Maj. Gen. George B. McClellan, then crnmanding the
Anny of the Potanac, which was then entrenched in the peninsula of Virginia,
and so the Seven Day's Peninsular canpaign was fought 25 June to 1 July,
1862. On the last day of the Seven Day operation David's regiment, now
with· Junius Daniel's Brigade, was oroered to occupy a road near the James
River (Rictmond) where it was subjected to a fierce shelling fran the Union
gunboats on the river. After this engaganent 1he grigade was oroerei to
Drewry's Bluff into a camp imnediately in the rear of Ft. Darling, where i t
was active in constructing fortifications overlooking the James River, for
thell protection of Richnond and environs.
While General Lee was taking his anny into Macyland which eventually
ended at the Battle of Antietan, the 53ro N.C. regiment remained in it's
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:position at Drewry's Bluff where it was engaged in drilling on an average
of six to eight hours each day, attaining as high a state of efficiency
and discipline as any brigade in the Confederate aDmY; and the construction
of additional breastworks and forts, and preparation of winter quarters.
David reported sick about 6 Septanber 1862. His service record has
this entry: "Sgt. David H. Eller of Canpany K, being attacked by fever,
soon becane delirious which lasted for nearly a week, after which he sank
into a state of collapse, cold sweats, etc., and died 13 Sept. 1862."
And so it was that David died of disease, 13 Septanber 1862, near Drewry's
Bluff, Virginia, at age 31 years.
The fonn: "Record of Widow Claim for Pension Application" filled out
3 June 1885, and signed by Polly Eller, now a widow, definitely describes
the disease, -"died fran typhoid fever contracted in the service at Drewry"s
Bluff, Va." Therefore, it must be asstrned that Hook was in error when he
states "He (David) was wounded at Drewry's Bluff, Va., and removed to Richnond
where. he died." (Hook, 1957, p. 185). It can also be asstrned that under
the relative quiet conditions existing at Drewry's Bluff at that time in
Septanber (The Battle of Antietan, the bloodiest single day in the Civil
War, would be fought in Maryland just four days after David's death),
Jesse Franklin, now second in crnmand of Canpany K, with other close relatives
as well in the canpany, would have arranged for the body to be prepared
and shipped to his hane near Purlear, Wilkes County, N.C., and to be "Interred in the New Hope Baptist Church canetery six miles N. W. of No. Wilkesboro." Polly remained in Wilkes County, never renarried, and died 26 Nov.
1901. She is buried in the New Hope Church canetery next to her soldier
husband.
It was at the New Hope Cemetery, after the Salisbury Eller Conference
in 1989 that several descendants of Simeon Eller located the grave site
of
David Eller, but found to their disappointment that the headstone erected
to his rnenx:>ry had been broken and lies in disrepair. It is now being
proposed that a restoration be undertaken to rectify this condition. It
is further proposed that an appropriate memorial and rededication service
be conducted after the 1995 Eller Conference which tentatively will be held
in the Salem-Roanoke, Virginia, area. Why don't you make plans now to
attend the ceremony?
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BEHIND THE LINES
With Ellers in the Civil War
Byron H. Eller
It has been our endeavor through the pages of "The Eller Chronicles" to present to the
readers an account of how the Civil War involved and affected the lives of individual Eller men,
as well as entire families; some more profoundly and tragically than others. How the lives of
these families were forever changed by the misfortunes and horrors of the Civil War must never
be lost sight of or forgotten by us, their descendants.
It has been found that a score of Eller families contributed two or more sons to the armed
services, both North and South. As far as I have been able to ascertain the family with the
highest number of sons participating was that of Joseph4 "Joe" and Mariah Hedden Eller
(Susannah3 "Sukie", Jacob2, Jr., Jacob1) of North Georgia. This family had eight sons
serving in the Georgia State infantry and cavalry, C.S.A. Tommy Flanagan and Calvin Neal
Eller (EFA members) are descendants of one of these men, Elisha Hedden Eller.1
In a previous article in The Eller Chronicles was presented the story of three brothers, sons
of Andrew and Martha Eller, of Indiana, all three having served in the Union Army. 2 In the
story presented here we will tum our attention southward to North Carolina and consider the four
sons of Absalom4 and Sally Reynolds Eller, ( John3, Peter2, George1 Michael Eller).3
Mathias& Eller, (probably the same Mathis listed in "Index of Confederate Soldiers from the
State of North Carolina"). Born 22 March 1831, enlisted 25 March 1862 into Co. K, 53rd North
Carolina infantry regiment. He was wounded the first day of the Battle of Gettysburg, captured
on 7 July 1863 when his brigade was acting as the rear guard protecting the retreat of the
Confederate army as it recrossed the Potomac River at Williamsport, Maryland, to return to
Richmond. Mathias remained a prisoner of war and died 25 September 1863, of dysentery, at
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.4
Francis& Eller, Born 3 January 1833, enlisted first 22 September 1862 into the 52nd NC Infantry
for one year, then was re-enlisted 13 September 1863, by his cousin, Jesse& Franklin Eller
(Simeon 4, John3, Peter2, George MichaeJ1). He was absent due to illness most of the time
until18 December 1864, at which time he was reported absent without leave. No further details
of his war activities are known, but on post war information, see Hook, p. 85.
James Madison 6 Eller, Born 17 June 1840, enlisted 12 June 1861, into the 26th NC Infantry.
He was captured on 4 July 1863, at the Battle of Gettysburg, and remained a prisoner of war up
to two months before the end of the war. &
Now we come to the youngest son of Absalom4 and Sally Eller, William& Harrison. He
was born June 17, 1843, and enlisted into Co. K, 53rd North Carolina Infantry, April 30, 1862,
making him a young 18 years of age. As we have already learned, the officer commanding
Company K was Jesse F. Eller, the first cousin of the four brothers under consideration. It is the
story of the last brother that we will follow for the remainder of this narrative, for it is found to
have some very interesting circumstances connected with it, as well as further tragedy for this
Eller family.
It was summer 1864, and a Confederate army of 20,000 men, under Lieutenant General
Jubal Early had gone north and was now at the northern gates of Washington City, in fact one
could almost imagine seeing the newly placed dome of the capitol building shimmering in the
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oppressive July heat, just five miles distant. The entire north was in a state of panic. At no time
during the war had a Southern army been this near to the Federal capitol and it seemed as
though there was no stopping the greatly over exaggerated army that threatened the city.
President Abraham Lincoln had been frustrated over and over again with the prosecution of
the war through it's early months, principally because of the inadequacies and failures of the
Union commanding generals. Finally Lincoln knew he at last had found a general who could and
would fight to bring the terrible war to a successful conclusion. Lieutenant General Ulysses S.
Grant was the man. He was made Commander-in-Chief of all the Union forces in March 1864.
Grant carefully developed a multi-theater strategy involving all available Union forces, to begin
the last big offensive simultaneously. An army in Georgia under Sherman was to advance on
Atlanta. Operations were to begin in the Virginia peninsula, as well as farther south. And the
Shenandoah Valley was to be secured as a source of provisions and subsistence for the Union
forces heading for Richmond. Grant, at the head of the Army of the Potomac, started the
campaign by crossing into the Virginia Wilderness, May 5, 1864.
But the Army of the Potomac was subjected to unprecedented slaughter as it slugged it's
way toward the Confederate capitol, climaxing at the Battle of Cold Harbor, Virginia, June 1-3,
1864. Neither were the operations going as planned or expected in the other theaters. When it
seemed that Grant's grand scheme was stalemated, and even in doubt, both armies, Union and
Confederate, paused to recover and resupply their troops.
General Robert E. Lee now presented a proposal to President Jefferson Davis to reclaim the
Shenandoah Valley for the Confederacy. As the Southern leaders planned their strategy they
saw it might be possible and advantageous to carry the war not only to the Shenandoah but in
fact to the north as far as Washington City itself. In doing this it was seen that several things
might be accomplished. The great pressure Grant was bringing against Richmond would be
relieved; provisions would be obtained from the Shenandoah, as well as from north of the
Potomac, for the ill fed and poorly clothed Confederate soldiers; and taking the war to the very
doors of the northern capitol would be politically dangerous for President Lincoln, whose reelection was coming up in five months. 6
Already the anti-war party of the North was campaigning vigorously against Lincoln, and
because of the horrible losses in the Wilderness, at Spotsylvania and Cold Harbor, the cry was
even stronger that Lincoln must be defeated at the polls. He himself expressed his belief and
doubts that the prospect for victory in November was unlikely unless something very drastic and
favorable to the administration were to take place. Another thought that caught the imagination
of General Lee, which he presented to Davis, was the distinct possibility that Jubal Early could
detach a cavalry brigade to operate against Baltimore, then move rapidly 70 miles southeast of
Washington to the very tip of the Maryland peninsula. The purpose of this scheme, to free
18,000 Confederates imprisoned at Point Lookout, Maryland, who in turn could be incorporated
into the invading force.
On June 12, 1864, Lee sent for recently promoted lieutenant General Jubal Early. He
would lead the Confederate forces north, invade Maryland, and drive toward Washington City,
and force the Federal Government to loosen Grant's ever-tightening grip on Richmond and
Petersburg. His troops were to be composed of his own command, who had up to now been
opposing the invading Union army, combined with Confederate troops already in the
Shenandoah Valley. Together the total number of troops would be in the neighborhood of
20,000 men.
With Jubal Early would go the 53rd NC Infantry, and with the 53rd would be young William
Harrison Eller. Of the ten Ellers who had been members of Co. K, 53rd NC regiment William
was the only one still present in the company to make the raid into Maryland. The attrition rate
of the 53rd had been excessive, by reason of illness, death, injury, capture, and desertion. Even
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Captain Jesse F. Eller, commanding company K, was absent due to wounds sustained May 19,
just one month prior, at the Battle of the Wilderness.
Going north with William Harrison Eller, but in other regiments and probably not known to
him, would be:
James& Eller, (Charles4 , John3, John Melcher2, Jacob1). James resided in Rowan Co., NC.
Born 1835, he enlisted in Co. H, 23rd NC Regiment, September 3, 1862, and was present
throughout the war, t o be paroled at Appomatox Court House. (See The Eller Chronicles, Vol.
IV, #2, p. ).
Joshua Eller (s/o Charles and Catherine Eller'). Born 1834 in Rowan County, NC. Enlisted in
Co. D, 23rd NC Infantry, September 6, 1862. Was wounded at Gettysburg, July 1, 1863, but
returned to duty and was present until paroled at Salisbury, NC may 13, 1865.
William Eller (Ancestry not known). Born 1838. Resided in Mecklenburg Co., NC. Enlisted into
Co. E, 5th NC Infantry, July 4, 1861 at Salisbury, NC. He was a teamster. Present until captured April 3, 1865 in a hospital at Richmond, Virginia.
No doubt there were other Ellers in other organizations but they are unknown to me at this
time.
Early and his Confederates started into the Valley on June 13, 1864, and had an amazing
and generally unexpected success against two separate Union commands, driving these troops
west across the Alleganies into West Virginia. Many of the Rebel soldiers were barefoot, their
clothing in tatters, stomachs generally empty, subsisting on green com, but they willingly headed
into the Valley to fight, toping along at a pace of 20 miles a day. On July 5, Early's men crossed
the Potomac at Shepardstown, eager to march on Washington before Grant had time to react.
These men had marched about 300 miles within 30 days, and that in the blistering head and
suffocating dust of summer.
On July 9, the Rebels met a scratch force of Yankees at Monocacy River east of Frederick,
Maryland. Major General Lewis Wallace, a political general, was Federal commander of the
District of Maryland, and in this capacity had command of the 6,000 men soon to face Early's
20,000 veterans. Wallace's most enduring fame would come later as the author of the novel
"Ben Hur: a Tate of the Christ." 9 This defense against the Southern force was effective enough
to delay their march on Washington by one day. Wit h no battle at Monocacy, Early's men
would have arrived in Washington a day before Federal reinforcements arrived and might have
been able in that case to have entered the city. William Harrison Eller, and the 53rd, was not
in the fighting of this day, for his division was acting independently to the north-east guarding
the main approaches to Baltimore.
With the knowledge that a Rebel army was approaching Washington from the north, the
capitol was placed on full alert. A thirty mile ring of fortifications, with a total of 68 forts,
encircled the city, making it among the most powerful defensive positions the world had seen.1o
Fort Stevens was the key to the system in the northern sector, protecting the Seventh Street
Pike, today Georgia Avenue. However, the forts were inadequately manned. Most of the regular
troops in these fortifications had been sent south to join in Grant' s offensive toward Richmond,
leaving only skeleton crews in place.
In haste, all the available army units in the city were called together. Added to them were the
clerks from various governmental offices, walking wounded, invalids, veteran reserves, and "1 00
day" men. These motley groups were rushed out the Seventh Street Pike to Fort Stevens to man
the forts and occupy the rifle pits and skirmish lines connecting the forts. Fewer than 10,000
troops could be assembled on the morning of July 11, but 15,000 experienced veterans were
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being rushed by Grant from his command in Virginia to Washington to man the defenses, along
with the collection of men as mentioned already there. A t midday, July 11, as Jubal Early was
approaching Fort Stevens, the northernmost of Washington's defensive works, veteran troops
from two Federal corps were being rushed northward from their transports at the Sixth Street
wharves, that had brought them just in time to repel Early's attack thought soon to come.
Early could see the dome of the U.S. Capitol, five miles away, shimmering in the July heat.
He ordered General Rodes, who commanded the leading division, to form a line of battle "as
rapidly as possible, throw out skirmishers, and move into the works." William Harrison Eller,
being in Rodes' division found himself in these skirmish lines looking on Fort Stevens and the
U.S. Capitol buildings beyond. Even though the general idea and command was for the
Confederates to attack as soon as they could form ranks, it was found to be an impossibility.
These men had just finished a day of hard marching in enervating heat, following directly on a
day of fighting at Monocacy crossing. They had fallen out by the hundreds, and those who were
present to receive Early's orders were too weak to do more than spar with the Yankee
skirmishers. By the evening of July 11, it was apparent to Early that the opportune time to march
into Washington City had come and gone. The failure of his command to move the troops
forward that afternoon had been "fatal."11
The Confederates did stay in their established lines July 12, menacing and skirmishing, but
there would be no assault. If William Harrison Eller, in the skirmish lines at 300 yards in front of
Fort Stevens, could have looked forward and into the works of the fort, he would have seen a
tall, lanky civilian in a stove-pipe hat standing and peering out over the terrain where William and
his fellow Confederates were positioned. But he would not have known that this was Abraham
Lincoln, the U.S. President, and Commander-in-Chief of all the forces that were facing them.
At mid-afternoon of July 12 the President and Mrs. Lincoln drove up to Fort Stevens in a
carriage. They were welcomed by the general in command of the defenses there, who invited
the President to watch the fight in which they were engaged. Lincoln readily accepted the
invitation since it was, said Lincoln, "the first opportunity to see a real battle". He stepped up
on the parapet of the fort, exposed from the waist up, to Confederate fire. Bullets were sending
little spits and puffs of dust from the embankment on which they stood. A young Federal officer
was killed not far from where the President was standing. Several times Lincoln was asked to sit
down. It is said that the general who had so graciously invited him to see the fight threatened to
have the President arrested and removed by a squad of soldiers. Finally a busy young captain
named Oliver Wendell Homes (author of the favorite poem, "The Chambered Nautilus", and
later Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court) noticed this ungainly civilian popping up. Without
recognizing him, Holmes shouted, " Get down, you damn fool, before you get shot !" Amused at
this irreverent command, Lincoln got down and stayed down.12,13
William Harrison Eller would never know either that there were distant cousins occupying
the trenches in front and to the right of him. Among the hurriedly gathered troops manning the
defenses in the neighborhood of Fort Stevens were the "1 00 day" men.14 One of these regiments
was the 147th Ohio Infantry, organized at Camp Dennison, Ohio, and mustered in May 16,
1864. This organization left the state for Washington D.C. May 20, and was assigned to garrison
duty at Fort Stevens, and others, in the defense of Washington, till August 23. The 147th Ohio
was active in the repulse of Early's attack on Washington, July 11-12.15 The two Ellers in the
147th were:
EnocJt4 Eller (John3, Leonard2, George Michael1). Born August 2, 1825, Miami Co., Ohio.
Enock lived with his brother Joseph, who had been appointed his guardian after the death of his
parents. In this home was a nephew: Henry5 Eller, (Joseph4, John3, Leonard2, George
MichaeJ1). Born 1837, Miami Co., Ohio. Henry was twelve years younger than Enock, but it is
apparent that there was not only the uncle-nephew relationship, but that the two were more like
brothers.16 They enlisted together, May 16, 1864, Miami Co., Ohio, into the 147th Ohio Infantry
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which was organized by John Brough, the war governor of the state of Ohio, and sent east to
help stem the tide of the Southern army that was threatening the nation's capitol.1 7
The Confederates remained in their lines all that day, being subjected to severe shelling until
late afternoon. Just before dark the Federals increased their bombardment even more, and then
begin trying to set the houses near the lines on fire, which they succeeded in doing, and then
made a charge on the Confederate lines, forcing some of the brigades to fall back. Rodes
division (with the 53rd NC) was ordered forward to retake the lost ground, in which it was
temporarily successful. The casualties on both sides were considerable.1 8 However, General
Early could see that with reinforcements in the Federal lines and with the strong defenses,
further effort would be worthless. A general order was given by the General for his spent army to
begin the long weary march back into Virginia.
The 53rd NC was one of regiments left to support and protect the rear of the main
Confederate force as it withdrew back northward, and in doing so became involved in one of the
hottest conflicts in its experience.19 About 1: a.m., July 13, the retreat began by moving off in
the direction of Rockville, where the rear-guard was attacked by a strong Federal cavalry force .
A sharp encounter occurred in which the Confederates were driven with some loss. Frederick,
Maryland was reached later that day.2° Early reports, " I was compelled to leave 400 wounded
men in Frederick because they could not be transported.21" On July 14 the Potomac was
reached and a crossing of the invading army was successfully accomplished at Whites Crossing,
about thirty miles north of the Capitol. 22
William Harrison Eller's service record has this short, terse entry: "Killed in action near
Washington, D.C., July 13, 1864." It becomes a question as to where and when William actually
fell in battle. We know that the great majority of casualties in the battle at Fort Stevens occurred
on July 12, but it appears that William died on July 13. It is possible that his wounds were
sustained on July 12 and he expired on the 13th. Or he may have been a casualty during the
rear-guard action on the 13th, between Fort Stevens and Rockville. We have seen that General
Early was unable to evacuate his wounded and left 400 at Frederick, so it is highly unlikely that
those killed in battle would have been taken with the retreating army back into Virginia.
Where then does William Harrison Eller lie buried? About three miles beyond Fort Stevens
on Georgia Avenue of today, at the community of Woodside, stands a gray monument before
Grace Episcopal Church the inscription on which reads, "To the memory of Seventeen Unknown
Confederate Dead who Fell in Front of Washington, D.C., July 12, 1864. By Their
Comrades."23,24 Could it be that William lies buried here in an unmarked grave?
This 300 mile, 30-day excursion to the northern rim of the Federal capitol had struck fear in
the hearts of the citizens of Washington and Baltimore. The gray clad infantrymen had come in
closer range of both and had come nearer to capturing the capitol than at any other time during
the war. The Confederates came nearer to capturing the Federal capitol than any Federal had
come, so far, to Richmond. In the process Early won the admiration not only of his fellow
countrymen, whose spirits were lifted by the raid, but also of foreign observers, who still might
somehow determine the outcome of this apparently otherwise endless conflict.
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BEHIND THE I.INI!S
With the Ellers in the Civil War

Byron H. Eller
Thanas Jefferson( 5) was the tenth child and the youngest son of
Simeon( 4 )[John( 3), Peter( 2), George Michael( 1)] and Fanny McNiel-Eller,
being born in 1837/1838, making him about 20 years younger than his
oldest brother, Hal:vey.
The Simeon Eller fann, 6 miles northwest of
North Wilkesboro, was hane to him as it was to older members of1he family.
Also at hane was a younger sister (elevent child) by three years, America.
As has been noted in previous writings under this by-line, Thanas'
father, Simeon, becane ill and died suddenly 19 June 1850 when Thanas
was only twelve years old.
This was a great loss to the family and
to the young lad in particular, for it seems a close bond existed between
father and this young son, for as we read, a very special and sentimental
portion of Simeon's possessions was willed to Thanas.
Reading, "The
will of Simeon Eller was signed 18 June 1850, the day before his death ••.•
He gave his youngest son Thanas Jefferson Eller his 'rifle gun' to be
accounted for by him in his settlement with the executor .•.• the 'rifle
gun' , mentioned in his will, was one made by himself, he having been
a blacksmith and skilled gunsmith as well as the operator of a fann".
( 1)

This story sounds reniniscent of the Biblical account of another
father who had a special regard for his eleventh son, --"Now Israel (Jacob)
loved Joseph rrore than any of his other sons, because he had been born
to him in his old age, and he made a richly ornamented robe for him".
Gen. 37:3.
The analogy may not be entirely correct, bJt a similarity
does seem to exist.
We wonder what Thanas did with his gun fran the
time it was willed to him, and as he was growing into young manhood,
but no matter what was done with it, it rrust have been a very prized
possession for the young man.
Thanas' rrother died 4 October 1856, when he was 18 years of age,
and his younger sister was only 14 years.
To which hane these young
people went now as orphans is not Jmawn but there were older married
brothers living on the hane place and adjacent faimS so anyone of then
would have made hones for this brother and sister.
Fort Surrpter fell to South Carolina forces 14 April 1861, bJt North
Carolina did not secede fran the Union until 20 May 1861. There followed
quickly a call to her young men to join the ranks of the Confederacy.
Perllaps it was the feeling of being alone and restless that prarpted
Thanas to enlist into the Southern army as early as he did, for he answered this call on 11 July 1861.
North carolina regiments
were being
fanned as quickly as men became available, being numbered numerically
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as the men presente:i thanselves, and tlrus the First North carolina Infantry :Regiment was formed very early in the war.
It was organized at
the race track near Warrentoo, North carolina, in the Spring of 1861.
Cotpanys were oon1:ri.ruted by oounties, thus all of Q:JTpany B was fran
Wilkes County, ocnpose:i of 170 young men fran that oounty. ( 2)
And so 'lb:rnas Jefferson enlisted in Cc:rrpany B, 1st N.C. Infantry
with his first oousin, Cleveland Bamett Eller(S), Peter(4), Jolm(3),
Peter( 2 ) , George Michael( 1) • They reporte:i for nustering in at Warrenton, N.C. with the other Wilkes County men. In .July after the organization was perfecte:i, the regiment was ordered to Ridm:::lnd. to take up
position at Brc:x>ks' Station, near Acquia Creek, Ch. B to man the heavy
guns in the batteries at the nouth of that creek, and was engaged in
several skil:m:ishes with the enany' s gunboats.
Fran there in the Spring
of 1862 the regiment was ordered to Goldsboro, N.C., tut shortly was
ordered back to Rictmond, and cu:rived at Seven Pines (Fair oaks) oo
the Virginia Peninsula just after that battle had been fought 11 June
1862.
Here it remained oo picket duty during the Seven Days Battle,
25 .June to 1 July 1862. On the last day of the engagement the regiment
formed a line of battle at Malvern Hill, facing a heavily fortified
position made on a strong natural plateau.
'!be regiment was oniered
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to assault the Union's defensive works, which turned into a bloody and
disorganized struggle.
In so d::>ing the regiment took heavy casualties,
one being oousin Cleveland Bamett.
The extent of his wound is not
known, but it did take him out of action, and he was discharged on 1
March 1863, by reason of his having provided a substitute.
As the anny ITDVed north to be
in lee's invasion of Maryland it
encountered the enany at Crarpton Gap in South Mountain, and arrived
at Sharpsburg (Battle of Antietcrn) 15 August 1862, and was in and out
of cambat, being mtly engaged at the celebrated "cornfield". The loss
of the regiment in this battle was more than fifty percent of the nunber
engaged.
After the battle the regiment recrossed the Potanac River
and proceeded in the direction of Fredricksburg, Virginia.
One notable
finding at this time was that the majority of the men were ncm barefoot.

Fredricksburg during the bitterly cold month of December witnessed
that lx>rribly blcx:xly battle of 12 and 13 December, with the 1st N.C.
regiment remaining in the first and second lines.
After this battle
the regiment built and occupied winter quarters on the Rappahannock,
near Skinker's Neck.
The winter was spent in picket duty, drilling,
and foraging for subsistence. On 19 April 1863 this regiment left it's
encanpnent and marched in the direction of Olancellorsville.
Here the
opposing amdes would meet in mortal conflict.
The anny arrived at Hamilton's D:ossing the evening of 29 April
1863, and was fonred in line of battle, beccrning the second line in
support of the first line, which was cxmnanded by General Robert Rodes.
It remained in position here illltil 2 May when carmenced what is described
as one of the most daring plans in rrdlitary history. Defying strategic
and tactical laws of warfare, lee split his anny and sent General Thanas
J. "Stonewall" Jackson en a 14 mile march, taking nearly all of 2 May
to a:nplete.
Late in the afternoon a line of battle was fonred 4 miles
west of Chancellorsville. As twilight (5:30 p.m.) enveloped the "Wilderness", Jackson's veterans storrred into General Oliver 0. Howard"s (XI
Corps ) liD suspecting troops, whose ll1E!Tlbers were oooking · their supper.
Hcmard' s line collapsed under the lightning assault, and his men fled
two miles to the rear towards Chancellorsville crossroads.
Darkness
and the mixed Confederate c:cmnands prevented a full scale p..1rsuit. ( 3)
In the insuing darkness Jackson rode beyond the lines to reoonnoiter
for the attack of the next morning.
As he returned he fell wounded,
shot by his ~ troops.
An arp.1tatioo of his left ann was required,
but the great "Stonewall" developed pneum::>pia, dying eight days later,
10 May 1863. The fatal wounding of Jackson perll.aps oost lee more than
he had gained fran a snashing victory over a foe superior in nunbers
and strength.
His was the one loss the South oould never replace.
The Anny of Northern Virginia was never the sane with:>ut "Stonewall". ( 4)

The p..1rsuit of the Yankees was carmenced early next rrorning (SUnday,
3 May) .
The advance was ordered that carried the assaulting troops
to the enemies breastworks.
By afternoon these troops were surrounding
the Federals massed around the Chancellor House.
In the attack of the
morning casualties were heavy. ( 5)
During this canpaign the 1st N.c.
Regt. lost 32 killed, 140 wounded, 27 missing, for a total of 199 men.(6)
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Many bbrave officers and rren fought their last battle.
Private Thanas
Jefferson Eller was one of these unfortunate men.
Hook states that
Ttx:mas Jefferson was "killed Battle of Olancellorsville, Virginia, early
on the rro:rning of 2 M:ly 1863. ( 7)
It is the opinion of the writer that
this is in error for the battle was not engaged until the evening of
2 M:ly, and the heaviest fighting of the 1st N.C. inf. was early on the
morning of 3 M:ly, therefore it is believed that is was in the early
rro:rning attack of 3 May, when the fighting ws the severest for the 1st
N.C., that Ttx:mas Jefferson fell in battle.
Hook also states that Thanas "was buried where he fell" . But what
about the "rifle gun"?
Even tlx>ugh many Confederate recruits carried
their squirrel guns, rifles, or rruskets into war with than, Thanas apparently did not, for again fran Hook we lea:rn, "While in the senrice he
\aOte a letter bane, part of which, after his death, was probated as
his last will and testanent.
It reads, 'and should I never see you
again I will you, br:other ••• Anderson, IT'!Y gun'", Anderson being his next
older brother. ( 8)
Hook futher states, "The writer has not seen the
gun but has been told that it is still preserved and owned by a descendant of S.i.Jreon's son, Anderson Eller, who received it by the will of
his brother, 1banas Jefferson" • ( 9)
Hook does not venture to suggest
who the descendant is, tut no doubt the gun still exists to this day,
and it would rrake for interesting research to verify its existence and
to identify the descendant in whose possession it rests.
Now here is the rest of the stocy. On a trip to Virginia in April
this year, a visit was made to the Olancellorsville Battlefield.
At
the visitors center i.J:K;{uiry was made of the ranger historian if he could
pinpoint the place the 1st N.C. Inf. made their attack m the rro:rning
of 3 May 1863. He very obligingly brought out the library's large maps
of the battle which showed that the heaviest fighting for the 1st N.C.
occured about 6-7: OOa .m. , and pointed to the spot where the regiment
was rrost likely engaged, which was just across the road (Orange Tu:rnpike)
fran the visitors center and the Jackson rronune.nt cx:mnem::>rating the
spot where "Stonewall" was wounded.
The area of the fighting appears
today much like it did 130 years ago, -a tangle of trees, shnlbs and
vines.
How any nutber of troops could advance tlu:ough that maze is
a wonder.
On further questioning of the ranger about the remains of tlx>se
killed in actioin, it was stated that the. Confederates were buried oo.
the battlefield, tut the Ladies Merrorial Association, a group of Fredericksburg wcmen had organized in 1866 for the pupose of caring for the
graves of the Confederate dead oo. the battlefield. One year later they
prrchased land for a Confederate canetery and reinterred the soldiers
in their new location adjoining the Fredericksburg City Ceretery.
In
time headstones supplied by various Southe:rn states replaced the original
cedar posts.
Six Confederate generals and rrore than 3, 300 Southe:rn
soldiers lie buried in this cemetery anid quiet, peaceful surroundings;
2, 184 of than are unknown.

A lx>ok was produced "Roster of the Confederate Dead in the Fredericksburg Confederate Canetery",
.R:>bert K. Krick, 1974, containing
the name of our Eller. With considerable anticipation the eleven miles

by*
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was made to the cemetery, rut inmed.iately a problem was foreseen. Where
to begin?
The headstones were oovered with a heavy ooating of rross
and deeply discolored, the nares a.l.m:>st indistinguishable.
However,
it was of help to note the stones were grouped by states.
en finding
the North carolina section, each stone was investigated individually.
By detennining the cx:mfiguration c:md length of the letters making up
nares, cne confonning to the ooutline of E L L E R was found.
By
tracing the letters with a sharp stick, soon the tross and lichen were
scratched CMay, and there standing out very plainly was the nare.
It
was a rocrnent of deep satisfaction and, yes, excitement.
REFERENCES

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

George Michael Eller & Descendants of ~U.s in lmerica, Hook, J .W. ;
1957, p. 179.
Clark, W.; North carolina Regiments, 1901, Vol. 1, p. 137.
Time/Life Books, Rebel Resergent, p. 136.
Manarin, L.H.; North carolina Troops: a R:>ster, 1971, V. III, p.137
Faust, P. ~ Historical Times Illustrated Encyclopedia, p. 126.
Official Records, Vol. 25:1, p. 1033
GIE, Hook, p. 186
i.b.i.d. p. 186
i.b.i.d. p. 179

GENEALOGIST'S
DISEASE
WARNING: Genealogy Pox (Very contagious to adults)
SYMPTOMS: Continual complaint as to need for names, dates and
places.
Patient has a blank expression, sometimes deaf to
spouse and children.
Has no taste for work of any kind,
except feverishly looking through records at libraries and
courthouses.
Has compulsion to write letters.
Swears at
mailman when he doesn't leave mail.
Frequents strange places
such as cemeteries, ruins, and remote, desolate country
areas.
Makes secret night calls, hides phone bills from
spouse and mumbles to self.
Has strange faraway look in
eyes.
NO KNOWN CURE
TREATMENT: Medication is useless.
Disease is not fatal
but
gets progressively worse.
Patient should attend geneal~gy
workshops, subscribe to genealogical magazines and be given a
quiet corner in the house where he or she can be alone.
REMARKS: The unusual nature of this disease is:
the patient gets, the more he or she enjoys it!

the sicker

Taken from: Ancestors Unlimited Quarterly, publication of
South-west Nebrasl<a Genealogical Society of McCook, Nebraska
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BmiND '!HE LINES

With the Ellers in the Civil War
Byron H. Eller

This is the story of six Rowan County, North Carolina men.
Two, Moses
and James were the sons of Charles( 4), John( 3), John Melcher( 2), Jacob( 1)
Eller.
Two, Eli and Samuel, were sons of Andrew and Catherine Eller.
Joshua was a son of Charles and Catherine Eller, and for Richard E. the
fanily in unknown. ( 1) We cannot call then boys for they were all 26 years
of age or older, their average age being 28.7 years.
This is also the story of the 23rd North Carolina Volunteers Reg~nt,
which was known as the 13th Regiment North Carolina until 17 May 1862,
at 'llhich time
the Confederate Conscription act went into effect.
It
was organized originally at Garysburg, Northanpton County, for a duration
of twelve rronths.
Men of the 13th were anong the first to respond when
the state called upon her sons to repel invasion, the canpanies being
organized prior to the ordnance of secession of 20 May 1861.
An act was
passed authorizing ten COTlpanies, anpowered to elect their own officers,
but their commissions would be bestowed by the Governor.
Our six young men were all fran Rowan County: Eli Eller, 27, Samuel
Eller, 26, and James Eller, 27, all enlisted on 3 September into canpany
H, known as the "Gaston Guards" because the majority of the men enlisting
into thi!? canpanny were fran Gaston County. Moses Eller, 34, Joshua Eller
28, and Richard Eller, 30, were rrustered into canpany D, which was known
as the "Pee Dee Grurds", rrost of whan came fran Richnond County. Obviously
there were men from other counties who were accepted into these canpanies(2)
On 14 Novenber 1861, the designation of the regiment was changed
fran the 13th Regiment North Carolina Volunteers to the 23rd Regiment
North Carolina Troops by special orders from the Adjutant and Inspector
General's Office, Richnond. The six Eller men did not join the 23rd until,
as their enlistment dates certify, the 3rd and 6th September 1862, therefore
the men missed the earlier battles of the Civil War: First Manassas, the
Peninsular Campaign, Seven Days campaign, Second Manassas, and the First
Maryland Campaign.
These soldiers \\'ere not even present for the Battle
of Antietam.
After Antietan the 23rd withdrew across the Potanac and
returned into Virginia and lay encamped till late in October along the
Opequon Creek.
"Here the anny was recruited and reorganized, the 23rd
received its share of recruits" • ( 3)
Sane of these new recruits \\'ere our
Eller conscripts. Colonel Alfred Iverson was commissioned Brigadier General
and assumed cannand of the brigade, which was canposed of the 5th, 12th,
20th, and 23rd North Carolina reg~nts. In November came the march southeast to Fredericksburg, passing through Winchester, and here Richard Eller,
after only two months in the service, was the first Eller to succanb;
cause of death not reported but probably due to exposure and disease,
( typhoid fever) .
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The 23rd took no active part in the Battle of Fredericksburg, 13
Decanber 1862.
However the regiment was placed in the front lines the
last day of the battle and observed the retreat of the Federal forces.
After the battle, the Confederate a:rmy went into winter quarters near
Fredericksburg, towards Guinea Station.
Here the second Eller, Moses,
the oldest of the Eller men died 22 Decanber 1862 of "Abscessus" (actually
at Mt. Jackson, Virginia). It is possible Moses did not make it to Fredericksburg, for if the abscessus had been of a long duration producing great
discanfort, he may have gone directly to Mt. Jackson fran Winchester,
a distance of approximately forty miles.
This winter was one of great rigor, snow had fallen and with the
wind it was bitterly cold, the men suffering severely fran want of proper
clothing and food and fran exposure.
In January the regiment was marched
to Mine Run, and though they did only a little desultory fighting, they
suffered much hardship fran cold, being held in line in the snow for several
days and nights.
The suffering was intense. ( 4) Eli Eller, weakened fran
these extreme conditions succumbed to the dreaded disease, typhoid fever.
He died 2 February 1863, in a hospital at Richmond, Virginia.
Next came the brilliant victory for the out nunbered Confederate
a:rmy over the highly optimistic a:rmy under "Fighting Joe" Hooker.
"'fhe
23rd played a very .important part in Jackson's irrrnortal march around the
unsuspecting Federals.
The attack oo the Federals the evening of 2 May,
made with the 23rd in the very front line, carrying it as far as any other
towards the goal of Chancellorsville.
Darkness brought a cessation to
the fighting of that day, tut the marrow would see the culmination of the
mighty conflict.
With spirits buoyed by the great victory at Chancellorsville, Lee
took his men on another invasion of the North.
Hope glecrned brighter
for the Southern cause than at any time prior to this in the war.
The
spirit and IIDrale of the a:rmy was superb, expectant of another great victory.
The route of the 23rd N.c. up the Shenandoah Valley, across the
Potanac and into Maryland would parallel that of the 53rd N.C. regimant
as outlined in Jesse Franklin Eller's story in the Eller Chronicles. ( 5)
The farthest point north on the march was to Carlisle, Pennsylvania, with
Harrisburg, the state capitol being the eventual goal. Orders had already
been given for the march on Harrisburg, when on the night of 29 June,
Lee, then at Chanbersburg, ordered the brigade to be :pJt in rapid IIDtion
southward, with orders to proceed to cashtown of" Gettysburg, as circumstances might dictate.
The goal turned out to be Gettysburg.
When the
battle began early on the IIDrning of Wednesday, 1 July 1863, the brigade,
of which the 23rd N.C. was a part, again led the corps onto the field
of battle to take up position along the mummasburg Road on Oak Hill, which
today is located in the northern portion of the Gettysburg National Military Park.
Along the eastern border of an open space known as Fbrney' s Field,
in which the regiment found itself, ran a ridge along which a stone fence
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extended for several hundred yards.
This became the Federal defensive
line at that point in the battle.
About 2:30 p.m. the brigade, about
1,450 strong, advanced under artillery fire through the open field, apparently without knowledge of the Yankee force crouching behind the stone
wall. To attack across any open field on an enemy in a woods same hundreds
of yards distant would have been disastrous in itself.
Then finally the
regiment reached a hollow place in the field.
As the Union troops peeked over the wall they could hardly believe
what they saw: a lone brigade-1,470 men and officers- wandering on an
erratic course, seemingly not knowing where it was headed.
The Union
men waited, crouched behind the wall until the Carolinians marched to
within 80 yards, exposing a flank as they advanced with no direction.
The doubled ranks of blue stood and poured fire down the length of Iverson's
abandoned brigade, and ripped his troops to shreds.(6) The brigade suffered
over 800 casualties.
Three of the four regiments were almost annihilated
before they escaped, the dead and wounded on a line as straight as at
dress parade. "Unarmed, unled as a brigade, we went to our doom," recalled
Sergeant H.C. Hall, of the 23rd N.C.
"Deep and long must be the desolate
homes and orphan children of North Carolina due the rashness of the
hour."(7)
The Federals now charged across the stone wall, down the slope through
the high grass of Forney • s Field and dealt the death blow to Iverson • s
regiment.
"We got the order to charge ••• and we struck the 23rd N.C. and
captured nearly the entire regiment (approximately 400)", wrote Sergeant
Edward L. Gilligan. ( 8)
In addition to the 23rd, nearly all that State's
5th and 20th regiments were taken prisoner.
"Hundreds of Confederates toppled to the ground, the dead and wounded
lying in a distinct straight line as if they were in a dress parade of
the macabre", wrote one of the Yankee observers. The hour was 3:00 p.m. (9)
In the "return of killed and wounded in Army of Northern Virginia" ,
the 23rd N.C. lost 41 killed, (second highest number of a regiment in
the entire division), 93 wounded, total 134. ( 10) No report on the number
missing or captured is given. The brigade suffered 130 killed, 382 wounded
and 308 missing, a total of 820 casualties anong the 1,400 engaged, though
many in the unit thought that count was too low.
Fran another source
it is sumned up this way, "Iverson had sent 1, 384 men into a fight that
lasted 15 minutes, no more than 400 were present when the brigade was
finally reassembled." ( 11)
Long, shallCM trenches were dug and the men rolled in just inches
fran where they died. As with most of the Confederate dead, they remained
buried on the battlefield until the early 1870s when southern "Literary
Societies" or wives and orphans of the veterans had raised enough money
to have the remains exhumed and brought hane.
.Needless to say, after
several years in the rich Pennsylvania soil, unembalmed, hlried without
much more than a hat over their faces, there wasn't much left to send. But
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the area where they were buried had becane a shallow depression, and was
named by the locals "Iverson' s pits. "
Lt. Montganer:y of the 12th N.C. said he returned to Forney's
in 1898 and learned fran Mr. Forney himself that the place was then
throughout the neighborhood as the "Iverson' s Pits" and that for
after the battle there was a superstitious terror in regard to the
and that it was with difficulty that laborers could be kept at work
on the approach of night on that account."(l2)

Field
knCMil
years
field
there

Lt. Mamtganer:y could trace with his walking stick, where the grass
grew greener in long rows as wide as the height of a dead man.
He may
have remembered the statanent of another officer in the brigade who had
said that there at Gettysburg, was the only place in the entire war where
he saw the blood and gore run in actual rivulets.
Mr. Forney assured
him that when the crops were planted in the area, they flourished on the
unique fertilizer.(l3)
If you were to visit Gettysburg National Military Park today and
go with a park guide to the area of Iverson's Pit, the spot on the battlefield where over 500 North Carolina soldier boys were sent on the last
long march toward eternity, you will be told about the experiences as
reported on Forney's Field.
But the guide will be pranpt to go beyond
these stories and say that unseen stirrings, and misty figures have appeared
and been observed in the area of the Iverson' s Pit in recent times, even
to our day. ( 14 )
It was probably here in "Iverson's pit" that Joshua Eller was wounded
on that fateful afternoon of 1 July 1863.
Fortunately his rrust have
been a walking wound for he was able to make his way north out of that
terrible pit of death, and was evacuated with the wounded of the Army
of Northern Virginia, after its decisive defeat on the fields of Gettysburg.
What the wound was is not knCMil but he was able to return to duty "prior
to 1 May 1864" after a ten month convalescence.
A wound sustained by Samuel at the same time and no doubt also in
Iverson's Pit was more serious, receiving three minnie balls in his left
leg.
He was unable to extricate himself fran the site of carnage and
was taken prisoner along with the other sixty or more men fran his regiment.
He was captured and taken to a hospital where his left leg was
amputated by Federal surgeons.
In the Confederate Veteran Magazine of
May 1898 there appears a brief surrmar:y of Samuels war service, with an
accompanying photo showing he had an amputation of the left leg just above
the knee. There is this to say about Samuel:
"When Sam Eller ccme hane fran the war minus a }Caeg, he went to work
like the hero that he is, and has supported himself and his family in
an upright, honorable manner ever since.
He is the favorite of the camp
aat Salisbury, N.C.
Canrade Eller enlisted in August, 1862, in Company
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H, Twenty-Third North Carolina Regiment, Iverson's Brigade, Rodes's Divisirn, and was continually with his a:mnand until shot down at Gettysburg,
July 1, 1863, where he fell in the hands of the Federals, and his leg
was amputated. He was exchanged the following Decanber. " ( 15)

SAM ELLER, TWENTY-THIRD NORTH CAROLINA INFANTRY.

Samuel was exchanged on an unspecified date prior to 1 Mar 1864,
and was retired to the Invalid Corps on 9 June 1864.
He took the oath
of Allegiance to the U.S. G:Jvernment at Salisbury, N.C. rn 14 June 1865.
His descendants live to this date in Rowan County, N.C., me being MaJ:Y
Eller-Agner, a great grand daughter.
Of the six Ellers enlisting in the 23rd N.C. the rnly one to remain
in the regiment following Gettysburg was James( 5), Charles( 4), John( 3),
John Melcher(2), Jacob(1).
SO we will continue to follow the course taken
by the 23rd to find how and where James was engaged.
The Army of Northern Virginia returned to Virginia after Gettysburg,
and went into winter quarters near Orange Court House. Joshua returned
to
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to the regiment prior to 1 May 1864, so the two men, Joshua and James,
· were present for the great battles of the WildeiTiess and Spotsylvania
Court House.
There followed now Early's raid up the Shenandoah Valley
and again into Maryland, arriving at Washington City 11 July 1864, hot,
jaded, and footsore with a view of the capitol dane in the distance.
It was detennined, however, that the works surrounding the city were too
strongly rranned for the small attacking Confederate force.
This is said
to have been the only instance in the history of the country in which
a president of the United States appeared on a field of battle. Mr. Lincoln
came out to the works on Tuesday, 12 July, to view the situation and a
surgeon was shot very close at his side, by a Confederate sharpshooter.(16)
On the 13th the Rebel troops were forced to retire fran their forward
positions, and eventually retUITied to the Shenandoah Valley by way of
Snickers Gap. There followed now Early's Valley Campaign with three decisive battles being fought, all disastrous for the South: Winchester (third),
Fisher Hill, and Cedar Creek.
The regiment retUITied to Robert E. Lee' s anny about the last of Novenber, 1864, going to Richnond, and eventually Petersburg, becaning a
part of the troops in the defensive works around that city. They remained
here during a severely cold winter participating in several skinnishes
about the outer defenses of Petersburg.
By the time of the surrender
at Appanattox, the brigade (now Brigadier General Robert D. Johnston's)
numbered 31 officers and 433 men.
The 23m regiment rrustered only 82
soldiers, 10 being fran canpany H, me of those was James Eller.
James
was paroled at Appanattox Court House, Virginia, 9 April 18 65, and took
the oath of Allegiance at Salisbury on 10 July 1865.(17)
It is doubtful whether Joshua made it to Appanattox, rut just where
he ended his service is not known.
No members of his canpany ( Canpany
D) are counted on the "Parole List at Appanattox".
He was paroled at
Salisbury on 13 May 1865.
In sumnary then, of the six Eller men in the 23m N.C. Infantry RegTinent, three died during the first winter that they were in the Confederate
service.
Two were wounded at Gettysburg, 1 July 1863, me seriously requiring an amputation of a leg. Only one, James, stayed with the reg~t
to be surrendered at Appomattox by General Robert E. Lee, with the skeletal
remains of his AI:my of NortheiTI Virginia.
This James is the great great
grandfather of Peggy Joyce Agner-Troubnan of Salisbury, North Carolina,
a member of the Eller Family Association.(18)
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LEWIS ELLER
CIVIL WAR RECORDS

19TH REGIMENT INDIANA INFANTRY
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9645 BAYMEADOWS RD., APT. 891
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32256

Lewis Eller was born about 1836 in Starke County, Ohio. He was a 25 year old carpenter
living in Elkhart County, Indiana when he enlisted in Captain John R. Clark's "Elkhart County
Guards" which would become Company "G" ofthe 19th Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry. This
regiment would later be joined with the 2nd, 6th and 7th Wisconsin Regiments to form the brigade
that would become the famous "Iron Brigade". During the course of his three year period of
enlistment, Lewis Eller was involved in some ofthe heaviest fighting of the war. The list ofbattles
include: Brawner Farm at Gainesville, Second Bull Run, South Mountain, Antietam, Fredericksburg,
Fitzhugh Crossing, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, Mine Run, Wilderness, Laurel Hill, Spottsylvania,
North Anna, Cold Harbor and Petersburg. Lewis Eller was wounded at Cold Harbor near Bethesda
Church on 3 June 1864. He was discharged near Petersburg, Virginia on 28 July 1864. He suffered
from lung disease which he had contracted near Washington, DC in September 1861. The wound he
received at Cold Harbor caused a partial paralysis on the right side of his head, neck and shoulder.
He also suffered disease and rupture to his ear. According to his obituary in the Mishawaka
Enterprise (St. Joseph County, Indiana), Lewis Eller died Monday, 10 November 1879 of
consumption and dropsy, diseases which he contracted while a soldier in the army.
It would be interesting to find out more about Lewis Eller. I do not have any knowledge
concerning his Eller lineage. If anyone has more information about Lewis Eller, please let me know.
Tire Eller Chronicles
Volume XIII, Issue 1
Page 62

CIVIL WAR RECORDS
Name: Lewis Eller
Source: Military Service Record
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408
17 July 1998
Date:

Lewis Eller
Company G, 19th Regiment Indiana Infantry
"Iron Brigade" 1 Army ofthe Potomac
Private Lewis Eller was enrolled for duty 29 July 1861 in Indianapolis, lndiana2 for a period of three
years according to the Company Muster-In Roll of the same date. He had been mustered into Captain
Clark's Company, 19th Regiment Indiana Infantry.
According to the Company Descriptive Book, he was 25 years old, 5 feet 9 112 inches tall, of dark
complexion with dark eyes and dark colored hair. He was born in Stark County, Ohio. His
occupation was listed as carpenter. He had been enlisted by Captain Clark.
He was listed as present on the various Company Muster Rolls dated Jan./Feb., Mar./Apr., May/June,
July/Aug., Sept./Oct., Nov./Dec. 1862, Jan./Feb., Mar./Apr., May/June, July/Aug., Sept./Oct.,
Nov./Dec. 1863, Mar./Apr., May/June 1864. For Sept./Oct. 1861 he was listed as sick at the Patent
Office Hospital (Washington, D.C.). On 1 Sept. 1863 he was promoted to corporal after corporal
Upham died. From Sept. to Dec. 1863 he was on detached service in the Provost Guard (Military
Police), Corps Headquarters. For Jan. 1864, he was temporarily assigned to Company H, 7th Indiana
Inf. Regiment as per Special Order No. 10, Jan. 10, 1864, 1st Division Headquarters. For Feb. 1864,
he was on detached service in the Provost Guard (Military Police), 1st Brigade Quartermasters
Department. He rejoined the 19th Indiana Inf. Regiment on 6 March 1864 at Culpepper, Virginia. He
was slightly wounded in action at Bethesda Church, Virginia (battle of Cold Harbor) on 3 June 1864.
He was discharged 28 July 1864 near Petersburg, Virginia at the expiration of his three years of
service. According to the Detachment Muster-Out Roll dated 28 July 1864 he had last been paid 29
Feb. 1864. Bounty due to be paid to him was $100. He owed $5.12 to the U.S. Government for
clothing.

1

19th Indiana Infantry was part of the famous Iron Brigade, also known as the Black Hat Brigade or simply
The Black Hats (1st Brigade, 1st Division, 1st Corps) an all western unit made up ofthe 19th Indiana, 24th
Michigan, 2nd, 6th and 7th Wisconsin Regiments. The Iron Brigade was the only all western brigade that served in
the east as part of the Army of the Potomac and had one of the most notable records of any Federal brigade that
served during the war.
2

His Pension Records indicate that he actually enlisted at Goshen, Elkhart County, Indiana. The Roster of
the 19th Indiana Volunteers also listed his residence as Elkhart County (the county where Company G was recruited).
The Eller Chronicles
Volume XIII, Issue I
Page 63

CIVIL WAR RECORDS
Name: Lewis Eller (lineage not known at this time)
Source: Military Service Record, Military Pension Record and the books:
Dunn, Craig L., Iron Men, Iron Will: The Nineteenth Indiana Regiment of the Iron Brigade, Indianapolis:
Guild Press oflndiana, 1995
Nolan, Alan T., The Iron Brigade, Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1994
Gaff, Alan D., On Many A Bloody Field: Four Years in the Iron Brigade, Bloomington: Indiana University
Press, 1996
Date:
March 1999

Lewis Eller
Company G, 19th Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry
"Iron Brigade" Army of the Potomac
An Overview Based on Military Service and Pension Records
and Brigade and Regimental Histories

Lewis EUer was a 25 year old carpenter when he enlisted for a period of three years at the town of Goshen in Elkhart
County, Indiana in late July 1861. He was 5 feet 9 1/2 inches tall with a dark complexion, dark hair and dark eyes. He was
born in Stark County, Ohio.
The company of recruits that formed at Goshen rendezvoused in Elkhart, Indiana where they were transported by
train to Camp Morton in Indianapolis. The camp had formerly been the 36 acre State Fairgrounds. Adapted to a military
encampment it was renamed for the then Governor Oliver P. Morton.
The first commander of the 19th Regiment was Colonel Solomon Meredith who was later to be promoted to
Brigadier General and commander ofthe "Iron Brigade". The six feet seven inch tall Meredith ("Long Sol") was a North
Carolina native who moved to Indiana in 1840. A farmer turned politician, he was, at the outbreak of the war, the Clerk of
Wayne County. Meredith was also a friend of Governor Morton. It was said that the 19th Indiana was Governor Morton's
pet regiment, because he was also from Wayne County and because Company B was composed of Wayne County men.
The first commander of Company G was Captain John R. Clark; Leander Y aryan was First Lieutenant and John D.
Curl was Second Lieutenant.
The 19th Regiment was organized as follows: Company A "The Union Guards" from Madison and Delaware
Counties; Company B "The Richmond City Greys" from Wayne County; Company C "The Winchester Greys" from
Randolph County; Company D "The Invincibles" from Marion County; Company E "The Delaware Greys" from Delaware
County; Company F "The Meredith Guards" from Marion County; Company G "The Elkhart County Guards" from
Elkhart County; Company H "The Edinburgh Guards" from Johnson County; Company I "The Spencer Greys" from Owen
County; Company K "The Selma Legion" from Delaware County. The alignment of the ten companies of the regiment was
as follows with Company A on the right of the line: B G K E H C I D F A. The 19th Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry
was officially mustered in on 29 July 1861 at Camp Morton, Indianapolis, Indiana. They were one thousand forty-six men
strong.
Over the next three years the regiment would be involved in much of the heaviest fighting of the war. In fact, the
19th Indiana would suffer the highest percentage of killed in battle from the state of Indiana. The list of battles include:
Brawner Farm at Gainesville, Second Bull Run, South Mountain, Antietam, Fredericksburg, Fitzhugh Crossing,
Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, Mine Run, Wilderness, Laurel Hill, Spottsylvania, North Anna, Cold Harbor, Petersburg,
Weldon Railroad. Hatcher's Run, Gravelly Run, Five Forks and Appomattox. According to the company muster rolls, Lewis
Eller was present during all the battles up to the Battle of Cold Harbor where he was wounded near Bethesda Church,
Virginia on 3 June 1864. He was discharged near Petersburg, Virginia on 28 July 1864.
On 5 August 1861 the regiment was ordered to Washington, D.C. They arrived there by train on 9 August. After
receiving orders to proceed to camp at Kalorama Heights, the regiment marched past the unfinished Capitol Building and
Washington Monument. They stopped in front of the White House where they saw President Lincoln strolling the grounds,
and he the took time to wave at them.
A massive military build up around Washington was taking place in the aftermath of the Union Army's unexpected
defeat at Bull Run on 21 July 1861. President Lincoln called General George B. McClellan to take command ofthe newly
forming Army of the Potomac. After McClellan took command in late July, the construction of a series of fortifications
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surrounding the capital was begun. On 4 September 1861 the 19th Indiana and the 2nd and 5th Wisconsin Regiments were
ordered to advance on the Chain Bridge at the northwest edge of Washington. Six days were spent at the southern bank of
the Chain Bridge entrenching and building Forts Marcy and Ethan Allen. The tents and baggage had been left behind at Camp
Kalorama, so the men had to construct crude pine-bough shelters because of the constant rain that week.
During September and October 1861 almost forty percent of the 19th Regiment was suffering from an epidemic
whose symptoms were chills, fever, vomiting and diarrhea. Lewis Eller was among those affected. A man from his
company, George Rodamer, died on 16 September, the first death in the regiment. Many soldiers died from the disease
during those two months. The disease was finally diagnosed in November as typhoid fever. At the insistence of the Sanitary
Commission, the disease was brought under control by changing the procedures for the handling of food and water and the
placement oflatrines and tents.
Lewis Eller stated in his pension records after the war, "... at a place called Chain Bridge, Washington D.C. in
September 1861, on a forced march across Chain Bridge aforesaid was attacked with "varicose veins" left leg followed with
"Typhoid Fever" for which he was sent to General Hospital (in Patent Office) Washington, D.C. about the_ day of Sept.
1861 where he remained for about six weeks for treatment Then returning to Reg't. for duty having a relapse of said disease
was again sent to same hospital for care and treatment where he remained about four weeks, then returning to Reg't. with
lungs being affected till discharged." His military service records also listed him as sick in Patent Office Hospital for the
months Sept./Oct. 1861.
In an affidavit written on Lewis Eller's behalf after the war, Lieutenant Colonel William W. Dudley stated, "That
in the month of September 1861 while said Regiment was engaged in the construction of a fort then known as Fort Smith
near Chain Bridge in Virginia the said Lewis Eller was, as he was informed at the time to believe, disabled in the line of duty
by reason of the inflammation of the lungs or Lung Fever of which he suffered a severe attack. The disease mentioned was
contracted under the following circumstances or causes, viz: Exposure to rain and cold while laboring and inadequate
protection or shelter from the weather at night, sleeping on the ground not being provided at the time with suitable quarters.
That prior to this said Lewis Eller was apparently a healthy man but after the attack above mentioned his health continued
poor and his lungs suffered disease up to the date of his discharge [28 July 1864]. The facts aforesaid are known to affiant
by reason of actual presence and frequent observations of claimant during the time remembered, being commander of Co.
B, its adjoining Co. and having always fancied said Eller particularly noticed his condition and having afterwards paid him
while he was an inmate of Patent Office Hospital." Dudley was at the time a nineteen year old Captain and commander of
Company B.
The commander of the 19th Regiment, Colonel Solomon Meredith was a close friend of Secretary of the Interior
Caleb B. Smith who was from Indiana Secretary Smith and his wife made frequent visits to the camp of the 19th Regiment
during September and October. It was Mrs. Smith who arranged to have a hospital set up in the Patent Office. She returned
to the camp with fifty ambulances and superintended the removal of the sick. By 16 November there were 108 men in the
hospital with various aftlictions; sixty men had already died from disease. As an interesting aside, Clara Barton, the "angel
of the battlefield" was 39 and working in the Washington Patent Office when the Civil War broke out.
On I October 1861 the 19th Regiment Indiana Infantry was combined with the 2nd, 6th and 7th Wisconsin
Regiments to form a brigade under the command of General Rufus King. This would be the only all western brigade in the
entire Army of the Potomac. The brigade was combined with two other brigades to form a division under the command of
General Irwin McDowell. This was one of many divisions that formed the Army of the Potomac which was commanded by
General George B. McClellan.
In the fall of 1861, General McClellan also organized, drilled and trained the Army of the Potomac.A corps system
of command was adopted because the Army was so large it was becoming unwieldy. General Irwin McDowell was promoted
to command of the First Corps. General Rufus King was promoted to command of the 1st Division, and Colonel Lysander
Cutler of the 6th Wisconsin Regiment was given temporary command of the 1st Brigade.
When General McClellan launched his Peninsular Campaign in eastern Virginia in the spring of 1862, General
Irwin McDowell and his First Corps remained behind to guard Washington. By this time, the 19th Regiment had been
reduced to 892 men from its original 1,046 through disease, casualties and resignations.
In early May 1862, Brigadier General John Gibbon was given command ofthe lst Brigade, replacing Lysander
Cutler who returned to the 6th Wisconsin. Gibbon was a career army artillery officer and a Unionist from North Carolina.
His three brothers served in the Confederate Army. Tough-minded and a strict disciplinarian, Gibbon immediately set out
to mold his brigade into a unit that would look sharp and be sharp. It was John Gibbon who quickly brought the 1st Brigade
to a high degree of training and discipline. On 17 May 1862, the 19th Regiment and the other regiments of the 1st Brigade
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were issued new uniforms ordered by General Gibbon. The uniform was in the style of the "Old Army" with dark blue frock
coat and trousers, white canvas leggings and a high-topped black felt Hardy hat with the left side brim turned up, held in place
with a brass eagle hat pin. A light blue cord surrounded the base of the hat and an ostrich plume was attached to the left side.
On the front of the hat was a gold embroidered "hunters horn" infantry symbol with the regiment's number in the center; the
company letter made of brass was attached above the horn or on the top of the hat. Lewis Eller's hat would have had a "19"
in the center of the horn with the letter "G" above or on top of his hat. The hat would mark the 1st Brigade, earning it one
of its nicknames, the "Black Hat Brigade".
The first major action for the 19th Regiment took place at Brawner's Farm near Manassas, Virginia on 28 August
1862. While marching down the Warrenton Pike toward Centreville the 1st Brigade was attacked by two Confederate
divisions totalling eight brigades under General Thomas J. "Stonewall" Jackson. General William B. Taliaferro's Division
made the initial attack with General Richard Ewell's Division in support. A hotly contested battle ensued with the 1st Brigade
holding a line along the crest of Stony Ridge. The 19th Indiana Regiment found itself up against five regiments of the 4th
Virginia "Stonewall" Brigade. The Virginians' initial attack was thrown back after the 19th Regiment opened "a most terrible
and deadly fire". Both sides took heavy casualties. The 1st Brigade was soon reinforced by the 56th Pennsylvania and 76th
New York Regiments. Lewis Eller's Company G, along with Company B under Captain William Dudley were deployed
as skirmishers near the Brawner chicken coop. As J.E.B. Stuart's chief of horse artillery, John Pelham, was bringing up two
cannons toward the 19th Regiment's flank, Dudley's two companies opened fire at fifty yards. Pelham pulled the Confederate
guns further back. However, Companies G and B kept up such a withering fire that Pelham was forced to pack up his
cannons and move to protect his men. Meanwhile, the 4th Virginia "Stonewall" Brigade had been repulsed two more times
with heavy losses. Both Confederate Generals Taliaferro and Ewell were wounded during the battle. The 19th Regiment's
Colonel, Solomon Meredith, was wounded after his horse was shot out from under him. Major Isaac May received a head
wound from which he died a few days later. The flag of the 19th Regiment was riddled with 360 bullet holes and the staff
was shot in two. Of the 19th Regiment's 423 men who had gone into the battle, 47 were killed, 168 were wounded and 44
were missing. The regiment had lost a total of 259 men or 61.2% of its strength. As night fell, General Gibbon, expecting
that no help would arrive soon, gave the orders to fall back. He shook the men's hands as he moved along the line, thanking
them for the superb battle they had fought; tears were streaming down his cheeks.
Two days later, the 1st Brigade took part in the closing stages of the Battle of Second Manassas (or Second Bull
Run). Union forces were commanded by General John Pope, a boastful and imprudent man. Pope proclaimed that he would
have his "headquarters in the saddle"- Confederate satirists declared that he was placing his headquarters where his
hindquarters should be. After Confederate General James Longstreet's attack smashed the Union left flank, the 1st Brigade,
along with its artillery detachment: Battery B, 4th U.S. Artillery served as rear guard for the entire Union Army. Union
General Joseph Hooker watched the work of the men with intense interest. The 19th Regiment finally reached the bridge over
Bull Run at 11 :00 P.M. while combat engineers were cutting the supports. After the last man crossed over, the bridge
collapsed.
When he learned of the disaster, President Lincoln stated that he had "heard of being knocked into the middle of next
week but never before of being knocked into the middle oflast year."
On 2 September 1862 General George McClellan was reinstated as commander of the Army of the Potomac. Three
days later, John Gibbon's 1st Brigade became 4th Brigade, 1st Division, First Corps. The First Corps new commander was
General Joseph "Fighting Joe" Hooker.
On 6 September the Union Army began its march toward Maryland where General Lee was advancing his army.
As they moved through the streets of the capital, Gibbon's brigade stopped in front of the White House where President
Lincoln was in shirt sleeves, ladling out water to the thirsty men.
Near Frederick, Maryland on 13 September, a copy of General Lee's battle plans (Special Orders 191) were
discovered at an abandoned Confederate campsite by two soldiers of the 27th Indiana Regiment. Corporal Barton W.
Mitchell and Sergeant John M. Bloss found a stuffed envelope lying in the grass that contained three cigars wrapped in a piece
of paper (Lee's Special Orders 191 ). They had apparently dropped from a Confederate officer's pocket.
On 14 September Union forces attacked Confederate General Longstreet's Corps at South Mountain. A
Confederate division under General Daniel Harvey Hill guarded the mountain on which the National Turnpike passes through
a gorge at the summit near the village of Turner's Gap. General Hooker reported that the crest of the ridge was held by the
enemy in considerable force. Its slopes are precipitous, rugged and wooded and difficult of ascent to an infantry force, even
in the absence of a foe in front.
As Joseph Hooker was watching the battle unfold, General McClellan rode up and said, "General Hooker, ifl had
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an iron brigade I could pierce the enemy's center by taking the gorge on the pike." Hooker replied, "General McClellan,
I have that brigade in my command!" Hooker sent orders for General Gibbon to advance his men and attack. Ironically, John
Gibbon and his opponent Daniel Harvey Hill were old friends. At Hill's wedding, Gibbon had been his best man.
At 4:00P.M., Gibbon's Brigade formed in line of battle astride the National Turnpike. The 19th Indiana formed
on the left side of the road with 2nd Wisconsin in support. The 7th Wisconsin formed on the right side of the road with 6th
Wisconsin in support. Battery B, 4th U.S. Artillery occupied the road in the rear of the assembled regiments. At 5:30, the
command was given to advance. Skirmishers were sent ahead of the brigade to prevent any surprise attacks.
As the brigade pressed forward they were fired at from the numerous stone fences, farm houses and ravines between
them and the gorge. However, the brigade steadily drove the Confederates back. At nightfall, Gibbon's brigade reached the
main Confederate battle line commanded by General Alfred Colquitt. The 19th Indiana and 2nd Wisconsin were up against
the 6th Georgia and 13th Alabama firing from behind a long stone wall. Lewis Eller's Company G, commanded by Captain
John Clark made a wide swing left and came down on the Confederate right flank. The enfilading fire from Company G sent
the Georgians and Alabamians breaking away in disorder up the slope of the mountain. The men of Company G shouted a
victory cheer as they continued firing into the Confederate flank. Meanwhile, the rest of the 19th Indiana and 2nd Wisconsin
kept up a deadly fire from in front The remaining Confederates on the south side of the National Turnpike retreated to safety
over the mountain. The 19th and 2nd regiments then crossed to the north side of the road, launching a withering fire into the
flank of the entrenched Georgians that had stopped the 6th and 7th Wisconsin regiments. This sent the Georgians fleeing
up the mountain in a rout. During the fighting, Lewis Eller's Company G had captured a captain from the 6th Georgia and
a major, a lieutenant and eight men from the 13th Alabama. By 9:00 P.M. the fighting had died down. The 19th Regiment
had suffered 12 killed, 34 wounded and 7 missing, and was reduced to 202 effective fighting men. At midnight the brigade
was relieved by fresh troops and retired to the base of the mountain for a well deserved rest.
General Hooker bestowed the greatest praise on the brigade, giving them a name of honor that they would carry into
history. Turning to General McClellan after it was obvious that the attack on Turner's Gap was going to succeed, Hooker
asked,"General McClellan, what do you think now of my Iron Brigade?"
Three days later, 17 September 1862, the Iron Brigade would take part in the Battle of Antietam, the bloodiest
single day of the Civil War. General Hooker's First Corps was chosen to open the attack from the Union right flank. Hooker
selected General Abner Doubleday's I st Division, which included the Iron Brigade, to spearhead the attack. Their objective
would be a small white church belonging to German Baptists, known as Dunkards, who inhabited the area. The Dunker
Church was located about two miles north of Sharpsburg, Maryland.
At 5:00 A.M. the 1st Division began forming for the advance. The Iron Brigade formed near the woods of the
Poffenberger farm. The 6th and 2nd Wisconsin regiments formed the front line and the 19th Indiana and 7th Wisconsin
regiments formed the second line ofthe brigade. The brigade was to advance south, along the eastern edge of the Hagerstown
Pike, then over the Miller farm, through its orchards and forty-acre cornfield, over a split rail fence to concentrate on the
Dunker Church. Battery B was posted south of the Poffenberger farm to provide artillery support.
General Lee expected an attack on his left flank from the Union right. He assigned Stonewall Jackson the task of
defending that flank. Jackson placed a division under General J. R. Jones and cavalry forces under General J.E.B. Stuart on
the left side of the Hagerstown Turnpike almost perpendicular to the Union right flank. These Confederate forces were
supported by an additional infantry brigade and several batteries of artillery. Their task was to enfilade the Union right flank
as they advanced south down the turnpike. Two Virginia brigades were placed in the West Woods in front of the Dunker
Church, with two additional brigades held to their rear as support. General Lawton's Division defended the right side of the
turnpike. They were heavily supported by artillery. Behind the Dunker Church, General John Bell Hood's Division of
Longstreet's Corps was held in reserve. Altogether, more than nine thousand Confederate troops were awaiting General
Hooker's First Corps.
As the Iron Brigade advanced through the freshly plowed field of the Miller farm, they took heavy fire from
Confederate forces amidst the orchard and farm buildings. However, skirmishers from the 6th Wisconsin drove them off.
While the 6th Wisconsin advanced into the Miller cornfield, the 19th Indiana moved into the orchard adjacent to the Miller
farmhouse. Among the peach trees, they took their first casualty. A ferocious fight developed in the cornfield where the 6th
Wisconsin received fire in their front and flank. General Gibbon brought up Battery B, 4th U.S. Artillery in order to drive
off a Confederate battery. Then artillery fire opened up from all quarters. By then the 6th Wisconsin was taking heavy
casualties from the flanking fire of J. R. Jones' Confederates across the turnpike. General Gibbon ordered the 19th Indiana
to advance right over the turnpike to a small hill and protect the flank of the brigade. The temporary commander of the 19th
Indiana, Lieutenant Colonel Alois Bachman, pushed his way through the ranks to the front of the regiment. Then he drew
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his sword, pointing it toward the hill and yelled, "Boys, the command is no longer forward, but now it is 'follow me'!" The
19th Indiana was followed by the 7th Wisconsin as they hurried to their objective. As the regiments climbed over the fences
on each side of the turnpike they drew intense rifle and artillery fire. After reaching the hill, the regiments formed a line of
battle in the West Woods. Captain William Dudley's Company B moved ahead as skirmishers. When the right flank of the
line reached the outer edge of the woods, the regiments halted and regrouped.
Meanwhile, in the Miller cornfield, the 6th and 2nd Wisconsin were slowly but steadily advancing. On their left
flank they were supported by the 5th New York Regiment -"Duryee's Zouaves". Casualties were so heavy that in some places
bodies were stacked three deep. As losses mounted the 5th New York began to fall back. However, the 6th and 2nd
Wisconsin supported by the 2nd U.S. Sharpshooters wheeled to their right as they set their sites on the Dunker Church across
the turnpike. The Virginia brigades in front of the church finally broke from the pressure of the attack. Confederate losses
were staggering. Lawton's Brigade lost 554 of 1,150 men, including the commander, Colonel Douglas. They also lost five
of the six regimental commanders. Hays' Brigade lost 323 of 550 men, including the entire brigade staff and all their
regimental commanders. The commander of Stonewall Jackson's old division, General William Starke was also killed.
Losses were so severe that the entire Confederate left flank was in danger of collapsing.
As the 6th and 2nd Wisconsin, now supported by the 14th Brooklyn Zouaves cleared the southern edge of the
cornfield, the Confederates brought up their reserves. General Hood's Division came over the rise at the Dunker Church and
opened up with a horrendous volley of rifle fire. Then they charged at the double quick, firing and screaming the rebel yell.
Hood's Division included Robert E. Lee's most effective shock troops- the famous Texas Brigade, perhaps the finest fighting
brigade in the Confederate army. The Brooklyn and Wisconsin regiments fired back as fast as they could, but Hood's men
kept on coming. Panic gripped the Brooklyn Zouaves and without orders they turned and ran. Then the Wisconsin
regiments, already badly shot up from their initial advance, fell back through the cornfield. While the 4th Texas Regiment
positioned itself along the rail fence on the turnpike to protect the flank, the rest of Texas Brigade, consisting of the I stand
5th Texas and 18th Georgia Regiments surged forward, alongside the Hampton Legion of South Carolina. They aimed their
attack at the six cannons of Battery B; one of the cannons being manned by General Gibbon himself.
At this point, the 19th Indiana had just emerged from the West Woods and saw Hood's Division advancing on Union
forces east of the turnpike. Lieutenant Colonel Bachman called in his skirmishers and ordered a change in front on the tenth
company. Their line of battle now faced the vulnerable flank ofHood's troops, and the 19th Indiana opened fire. Taken
completely by surprise, the Confederates began falling by the score from the devastating enfilade fire on their flank. The 19th
Indiana was then joined by the 7th Wisconsin and supporting troops from General Marsena Patrick's Brigade in pouring their
firepower into the Confederate flank. The Confederates got to within ten or fifteen feet of the guns, but the shotgun-like blasts
of double canister from Battery B, 4th U.S. Artillery mowed down the Confederate ranks. General Gibbon himself was
personally aiming one ofthe cannons. While the Hampton Legion and most of the Texas Brigade stalled, only the 1st Texas
Regiment continued to push on toward the north edge of the cornfield. They were 150 yards ahead of the rest of their brigade,
taking fire in their flank and rear. Moments later, General George Meade's counterattacking Pennsylvania Reserve Division
unleashed a terrific volley from a fence line in front, cutting the Texans down like grain. Hood's men turned and started
streaming back up the hill toward the Dunker Church. The I st Texas Regiment had lost 82 percent of its men and both of
its battle flags were left behind in the cornfield.
Lieutenant Colonel Bachman then led the 19th Indiana in a charge directed at the flank and rear of the retreating
Confederates. As the regiment charged up the hill, many of the Confederates threw down their rifles and surrendered. Then
the focus of their attack switched to three abandoned artillery pieces on the brow ofthe hill directly in front of the Dunker
Church. Bachman rode ahead of his men with his sword pointing toward the cannons. The men of the regiment cheered as
they followed, climbing over the rail fences and crossing to the east of the turnpike. Just as Bachman reached the guns, the
Confederates opened up a volley of rifle fire. Lieutenant Colonel Bachman's arm was shattered and his horse was shot out
from under him. The retreating Confederates had regrouped and stiffened their defense from behind the crest of the hill.
Bachman ordered the men to hold the hill until reinforced. The 19th Indiana was now facing the regrouped
Confederates and a reserve brigade. Their line fired back at the Confederates as they awaited Patrick's Brigade to come up
from its position 200 yards in their rear. Within the space of five minutes, the regiment lost one-third of its men. Then
Lieutenant Colonel Bachman was hit in the chest by three grapeshot and killed instantly. Captain William Dudley took
command and ordered the regiment to fall back. They did so in good order, stopping and firing as they retreated. Private
William Jackson described the fighting retreat as "a hornets nest where we were nearly cut to pieces." As the 19th Indiana
moved north along the rail fence of the turnpike, they were hit in their flank by withering Confederate rifle fire from the West
Woods. From the fence line they fought on until relieved by a regiment from Patrick's Brigade.
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The 19th Indiana then moved to an open field behind the Miller farm. Around 2:00 P.M., long after the fighting
stopped on the Union right flank, they were ordered to the North Woods to support an artillery battery and help stop
stragglers.
The battle lasted for the rest of the day, but shifted to the Union center and then to the Union left flank. The battle
culminated late in the afternoon with Union General Burnside's Corps attacking across the Lower Bridge of Antietam Creek
south of Sharpsburg. The stone span has been known ever since as the "Burnside Bridge". Burnside's attack toward
Sharpsburg was repulsed by Confederate General A. P. Hill's Corps, arriving after a forced march from Harper's Ferry. The
battle was over by 5:30 P.M. It was the bloodiest one day clash in American history, totalling 22,717 casualties. Although
the battle ended as a draw, two days later General Lee withdrew his army back to Virginia. His invasion of the North had
been stopped.
The Iron Brigade lost 343 killed or wounded of the 800 men that it started with at Antietam- a casualty rate of 42
percent. Battery B lost thirty-seven men and thirty-six horses, heavy losses for an artillery unit. The 19th Indiana Regiment
which had 202 men at the start of the battle lost twenty-eight killed, including their commander Lieutenant Colonel Bachman,
and seventy-five wounded- a casualty rate of over 50 percent. This left the 19th Indiana with fewer than one-hundred men.
In the aftermath of the battle, the Iron Brigade took part in the task of tending to the thousands of dead and wounded.
The Dunker Church was now being used as a field hospital. Along the Hagerstown Turnpike where they had fought, the dead
of both sides lay in piles six and seven deep where they had fallen. The black and swollen corpses exuded the stench of
decomposition. Wagons of amputated arms and legs were being carted off for burial. Hospital steward Henry Marsh of the
19th Indiana was so moved by what he saw that he picked up a stone from the battlefield and sent it to his father as a token
of this great struggle.
The body of Lieutenant Colonel Alois Bachman returned to his hometown of Madison, Indiana on 26 September
1862 to receive full honors. Six companies of infantry and two companies of cavalry preceded his funeral cortege. As a brass
band played solemn music, a huge crowd of townspeople paid their final respects to their fallen hero, the son of well-to-do
Swiss immigrants.
On 28 September 1862, Captain Samuel Williams ofK Company was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel, replacing
the recently killed Alois Bachman. And Captain William Dudley ofB Company was promoted to Major, replacing Isaac May
who had been killed at the Brawner Farm engagement.
On 3 October, the regiment was bolstered by the arrival of a contingent of fifty exchanged prisoners belonging to
the 19th Indiana. They also received new rifles to replace badly worn ones. The next day, the entire Army of the Potomac
marched five miles out from their campsites in western Maryland to stage a review by their commander in chief, Abraham
Lincoln. Private Jackson of the 19th Indiana pronounced him the "man to suit the soldiers."
In the first week of October, General Gibbon wrote a letter to Governor Morton of Indiana asking for additional
recruits. General McClellan added this endorsement to the request: "Glorious as has been the record oflndiana in this war,
you will pardon me for saying that the career of the 19th has been such as to add still higher luster to the reputation of your
state. I have watched this regiment with its Wisconsin comrades, in the hottest fire and in the most dangerous positions, and
I am glad to say there is no better regiment in this nor any other army."
On 10 October, the 24th Michigan Regiment, commanded by Colonel Henry Morrow, permanently joined the Iron
Brigade. On 20 October, the men of the Iron Brigade watched as Professor Thaddeus Lowe's aerial observers (balloonists)
operated from a camp near the 19th Indiana's. Laterthatdaythe Iron Brigade would join the rest of the Army of the Potomac
in their march toward Virginia. They crossed the Potomac River via pontoon bridge and then marched seven miles to
Lovettsville, Virginia on 30 October 1862.
On 4 November, Colonel Henry Morrow of the 24th Michigan became temporary commander of the Iron Brigade.
General John Gibbon was promoted to command of a division under Major General John Reynolds' Corps. Private William
Jackson of the 19th Indiana summed up their view of Gibbon,"He has a keen eye, and is as bold as a lion, is respected by
his men who have great confidence in his abilities as a leader." Major Rufus Dawes of the 6th Wisconsin described him as
"a brave and true man." Gibbon left his indelible stamp on this brigade that he had come to care about and regretted leaving.
That same day the Iron Brigade marched four miles to Bloomfield, Virginia.
On 9 November, President Lincoln sacked General McClellan for the final time. General Ambrose E. Burnside
became the new commander of the Army of the Potomac. Colonel Lysander Cutler of the 6th Wisconsin returned and took
command of the Iron Brigade. On 27 November, the command of the Iron Brigade was passed to Solomon Meredith of the
19th Indiana, who had been promoted to Brigadier General on 6 October.
The Iron Brigade participated in the Battle of Fredericksburg 12 and 13 December, although the brigade was not
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heavily engaged. On 14 December, General Burnside decided to pull the Union Army back across the Rappahannock River
after failing to take the heights above Fredericksburg. The Iron Brigade was ordered to cover the withdrawing army. They
were the last troops to leave, some crossing in boats after the pontoon bridge was cut away.
After this, the brigade went into winter quarters on the Belle Plain. It took part in Burnside's infamous and futile
Mud March from 20 to 24 January. After aborting the march, which became bogged down in torrential freezing rain, the
troops returned to winter quarters. General Burnside asked to be relieved on 26 January, and Lincoln replaced him with
General Joseph Hooker.
Hooker instituted many changes to improve the army and its morale. Incompetent and unsupportive officers were
cashiered (fired), the supply system was greatly improved, and fresh bread or flour was provided four times a week and fresh
vegetables and potatoes twice a week. Cooks were better trained. Hospitals were better organized and clean. Incompetent
surgeons were dismissed. Deserters and shirkers were dealt with more severely. Corps and Division badges of different colors
were implemented to improve unit pride. Hooker also instituted a policy allowing furloughs for the common soldier which
greatly improved morale.
In early Spring, after the ground dried, the men of the 19th Indiana spent much of their spare time in outdoor
recreational activities. One of their favorite pastimes was baseball, referred to as "ball". Even the officers would join in
occasionally.
On 29 March, the 19th Indiana was inspected by Governor 0 liver P. Morton, who delivered an inspirational speech
to the ranks. President Lincoln arrived on 5 April for the grand review. On 9 April, Lincoln and Hooker reviewed the 19th
Indiana. Lincoln pointed out that he knew of General Meredith of the famous brigade.
On 28 April, the Iron Brigade took part in a diversionary attack across the Rappahannock River at Fitzhugh's
Crossing in the opening stages of the Battle ofChancellorsville. They were used as shock troops, crossing in boats, to clear
the opposite bank of Confederates so that pontoon bridges could be assembled. During the brief crossing, the brigade lost
fifty-six men killed and wounded. However, they managed to kill twenty-five of their foe and take 207 prisoners. After the
I Corps and VI Corps crossed, they constructed breastworks. By the following morning the fortifications stretched for two
miles. This diversion was east of Fredericksburg. The main Union attack would come from west ofFredericksburg, near
Chancellorsville where the bulk ofHooker's forces were to concentrate. The main force consisted ofll, III, V, XI and XII
Corps.
By 30 April, General Lee correctly concluded that Fitzhugh's Crossing was a feint. He left one reinforced division
consisting of about 10,000 men and 54 cannon under General Jubal Early to hold Fredericksburg, and sent the rest ofhis
forces west to concentrate at Chancellorsville. Lee would have about 40,000 men to face Hooker's main force of about
78,000.
Thus far, Hooker's plan was very successful. By 1 May, he had established a secure base at Chancellorsville, a farm
located at a crossroads about nine miles west of Fredericksburg. His II, V and XII Corps had advanced and secured a ridge
east ofChancellorsville headed towards Fredericksburg. It was at this point that the two armies collided. The fighting was
ferocious, but the Union II and XII Corps maintained the high ground and the Union V Corps was moving ahead unopposed.
Astonishingly, at 2:00 pm Hooker ordered his Corps commanders, despite their protests, to fall back toward Chancellorsville.
Earlier, Hooker had pronounced his troops," the finest army on the planet." Outnumbering his opponent two to one
and with a brilliant plan, he was so certain of victory that he boasted to Lincoln about what he would do after he captured
Richmond. Hooker was convinced that Lee would have no alternative but to retreat. Finding himself being attacked by the
aggressive generals Jackson and Lee, the bombastic Hooker apparently lost his nerve. He confided weeks later to a friend,
"for once I lost confidence in Joe Hooker."
The battle lasted through 4 May 1863. On 5 May both armies regrouped after six days of heavy fighting. The battle
ended in stalemate. The next day the Union Army began to withdraw over the Rappahannock River. Hooker's drive toward
Richmond had ended in failure.
After crossing the Rappahannock, the Iron Brigade encamped near Fitzhugh's Crossing. This tract ofland had been
George Washington's boyhood home. Trying to duplicate Washington's feat of throwing a dollar across the Rappahannock,
some of the men succeeded in tossing stones across the river.
At dawn on 21 May 1863, the 19th Indiana, the 24th Michigan and the 8th New York Cavalry marched toward
Westmoreland Court House to rescue the 8th Illinois Cavalry which had been cut off and isolated on the North Neck
Peninsula while on a foraging expedition. The relief column was led by Colonel Morrow of the 24th Michigan. On 23 May,
they linked up with the 8th Illinois about one mile from Westmoreland Court House after an eighty mile march. Following
the 8th Illinois Cavalry were about 50 Confederate prisoners and a column of about 800 emancipated Negro slaves and about
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400 horses and mules which stretched for several miles. One of the soldiers recorded that there were "ox carts, cows, mules,
donkeys, darkies of all ages, sizes and complexions toting feather beds, clothes, stoves, wash tubs, iron kettles, household
goods, crockery and every other kind of goods." They greeted the soldiers with cries of"Giory, Bres de Lawd, Hallelujah
Jubilo and We's gwine wid you all!"
The troopers of the 8th Illinois and the soldiers of the relief column, which included the 19th Indiana, did their share
of looting on the return march. Many carried chickens, turkeys, ducks and geese (dead and alive), while some had hams
impaled on their bayonets. Others carried hindquarters of sheep and hogs, eggs, butter and milk, as well as sacks of corn meal
that Lieutenant Colonel Dudley of the 19th Indiana and Lieutenant Remington of the 6th Wisconsin had ground at a mill.
The entire march lasted for six hot, humid days and covered 105 miles. Four soldiers ofthe 24th Michigan had
literally dropped dead during the ordeal.
During this time, the Army of the Potomac was reorganized because of the large scale mustering out of two-year
regiments which had reached the end of their enlistment period. The Iron Brigade became the First Brigade of the First
Division of the First Corps. The First Division was commanded by General James S. Wadsworth, and the First Corps was
commanded by General John F. Reynolds.
The Confederate Army was also reorganized following Chancellorsville and the death of General "Stonewall"
Jackson. Lee's Army ofNorthem Virginia was organized into I, II and III Corps, commanded by Generals James Longstreet,
Richard Ewell and A. P. Hill respectively. General Lee decided to invade the North for a second time. He intended to march
his army through the Shenandoah Valley and into Pennsylvania. By doing so, he hoped to feed and supply his army with
provisions from Northern farms and to lure the Union Army into a decisive battle on Northern soil. A Confederate victory
in the north would effect a blow to Northern morale and possibly gain European recognition of the Confederacy. On 3 June
1863, Lee began to move his army.
On 12 June 1863, the First Corps (including the Iron Brigade) were ordered to march north. By noon on 25 June,
the First Corps crossed the Potomac River into Maryland at Edward's Ferry. On 27 June, the men camped near the South
Mountain battlefield just east ofTumer's Gap where the Iron Brigade earned its name. Many of the men visited the battlefield
and reminisced about the battle and their friends who fell. General Meredith pointed out the grave of a soldier of the 19th
Indiana who had been a professor in a college in Indiana, "a man of marked scholarship and refinement." Meredith
reflected,"What could be more unselfish and noble than the sacrifice this man has made for his country?"
Also on 27 June 1863, General Joseph Hooker submitted his resignation to President Lincoln. General George
Meade was then appointed to become the sixth commander of the Army of the Potomac.
By 28 June, the First Corps reached Frederick City, Maryland. The next day they marched 24 miles in the rain, past
Lewiston and Mechanicstown to Emmitsburg. On 30 June, the First Corps crossed into Pennsylvania and established camp
at Marsh Creek at noon.
The First Corps, which included the Iron Brigade, was now the vanguard of the entire Army of the Potomac in its
march to meet the Confederates. The First Corps contained some 9,400 infantry and thirty pieces of artillery. The rest of the
army followed, stretched out in Pennsylvania and Maryland. This force consisted of the Second, Third, Fifth, Sixth, Eleventh
and Twelfth Corps and the Artillery Reserve, and contained some 83,000 men.
Ahead of the First Corps was Lee's Army of Northern Virginia consisting of75,000 men. The Confederates were
gathered around Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, twenty-five miles northwest of the Iron Brigade. Between the Confederate
and Union Armies was the town of Gettysburg, just seven miles from the Iron Brigade's camp at Marsh Creek.
By late afternoon, 30 June, troopers of General John Buford's First Cavalry Division rode by the camp. They had
been scouting for the enemy. As the horsemen passed, they "sang out" to the infantry that they had found the "Johnnies" just
ahead and in great numbers.
The soldiers of the First Division were up at dawn on 1 July 1863. Breakfast was hardtack, pork and coffee.
Chaplain Way called the men of the 24th Michigan together for prayer. Adding to the solemnity of the occasion was the fact
that ammunition was distributed to the men as they prayed. The First Division organized for march just after 8:00 am.
General Lysander Cutler's Brigade went first. The artillery of the Second Maine Battery followed. Then the Iron Brigade
marched, with 2nd Wisconsin leading, followed by the 7th Wisconsin, 19th Indiana, 24th Michigan and 6th Wisconsin
Regiments. At the rear of the column was the brigade guard of one hundred men (twenty from each of the five regiments),
led by two lieutenants from the 6th and 7th Wisconsin Regiments.
General John F. Reynolds of Pennsylvania rode with the First Division of his First Corps. Reynolds was in
command of the Army of the Potomac's advance wing, which consisted of the First, Third and Eleventh Corps. His
commander, General George Meade, had ordered him to occupy Gettysburg. Reynolds then ordered General Abner
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Doubleday to bring up the rest of the First Corps' divisions. He also ordered General Oliver 0 . Howard to bring up Eleventh
Corps from Emmitsburg. Reynolds proposed to lead the First Division into Gettysburg. As the column marched forward,
the musicians at the head of the 6th Wisconsin played "The Campbells Are Coming!"
As the First Division marched toward Gettysburg, the distant sounds of firing could be heard, gradually becoming
louder as they neared the town. It was General John Buford's cavalry division holding back two Confederate divisions under
Generals Henry Heth and William Dorsey Pender of General A. P. Hill's III Corps. Supporting the Confederate attack was
General William Pegram's artillery battalion of five batteries.
The Confederates had been heading for Gettysburg in search of shoes that were reportedly in the town. At 8:30am
they met Buford's force about three miles west of Gettysburg on the Chambersburg Pike. Buford's division consisted of two
brigades under Colonels William Gamble and Thomas C. Devin. Gamble had the 3rd Indiana, 8th New York, 8th and 12th
Illinois Cavalry Regiments. Devin had the 17th Pennsylvania, 3rd West Virginia, 6th and 9th New York Cavalry Regiments.
Supporting them was artillery ofthe 2nd United States Battery" A" under Lieutenant John H. Calef. Buford's troopers fought
dismounted.
General Lee had given orders to avoid a general engagement with the enemy until the Confederate Army was
concentrated. Therefore, they did not attack Buford with the full force of their overwhelming numbers.
After an hour's fighting, during which the Union cavalry force was slowly pushed back towards Gettysburg, John
Buford rode back to Seminary Ridge. Buford climbed to the cupola of the Lutheran Seminary building. He was joined by
General Reynolds who had ridden ahead of the First Division. From their vantage point, the two men examined the situation
and the terrain.
The Confederate forces they opposed would definitely have the advantage in numbers on this first day of battle.
Most of the Union Army was still south of Gettysburg and it would be almost the next morning before the bulk of the army
would be concentrated. The Confederate divisions under Generals Henry Heth and William Dorsey Pender from General
A. P. Hill's III Corps totalled almost 16,000 men and seventeen batteries of artillery. Nearby were two more Confederate
divisions under Generals Robert Rhodes and Jubal Early from General Richard Ewell's II Corps with 16,000 men and eight
batteries of artillery.
To oppose the Confederates, Reynolds had his First Division (including the Iron Brigade) nearby with about 4,000
men. When the rest of his First Corps arrived, he would have a total of9,400 men and five batteries of artillery. Following
the First Corps was General Oliver 0. Howard's Eleventh Corps with 9,000 men and five batteries of artillery. General
Daniel Sickles' Third Corps was not within supporting distance.
So Reynolds would have about 18,400 men and ten batteries of artillery to fight against a Confederate force of
32,000 men and twenty-five batteries of artillery. (Note that the size of the individual Confederate Divisions and Corps
tended to be larger than their Union counterparts). General Reynolds decided to hold the defensible ground in front of the
Seminary, northwest of Gettysburg. If the battle went against the Union forces, they could fall back to defensive positions
on Cemetery Hill, just south of Gettysburg. The decision to hold positions north of town would prove to be important. It
denied the presently more concentrated Confederate Army from taking the strategically important high ground south of town.
Secondly, by delaying the enemy, Reynolds would be buying time for the more strung out Union Army to mass its forces and
occupy the high ground south of Gettysburg before the Confederates did.
On the Emmitsburg Road south of Gettysburg the pace of the First Division's march quickened around 9:00am
when the sound of cannon fire could be heard. Word was passed from officer to officer that the infantry should hurry to assist
Buford's hard pressed cavalry.
About I 0:30 am, General James Wadsworth and his First Division reached the Codori House about a mile south
of Gettysburg. They were met there by General Reynolds, who had ridden back to direct his men forward. The column halted
briefly as the regimental officers dismounted and baggage was dropped. The 100 men ofthe brigade guard joined the 6th
Wisconsin, forming the right and left companies of that regiment. General Meredith had the men of the Iron Brigade pile up
their knapsacks and ordered all non-combatants to fall out. According to Lieutenant Colonel William Dudley ofthe 19th
Indiana,"The regiment never went into action in such good spirits as it did that morning, and when the battlefield was reached
the cheerful songs of the men and the sincerity with which they stripped for action betokened ill for any Confederates whom
we might meet."
General Reynolds then directed the First Division column to leave the Emmitsburg Road and advance west, through
gaps in a fence opened by the pioneer corps, and on to the sounds of battle. The men marched at the double quick, up the
eastern slope of Seminary Ridge, then north along its crest, across the Hagerstown Road to the Lutheran Theological
Seminary building.

The Eller Chronicles
Volume XIII, Issue 1
Page 72

10
Reynolds and the First Division arrived just as the right flank of General Buford's cavalry was about to collapse.
Reynolds ordered General Lysander Cutler to deploy his 2nd Brigade, which was leading the First Division column. Cutler
led the 56th PeMsylvania, 76th and I47th New York Regiments north across the Chambersburg Pike and over the unfinished
railroad cut. He left the 14th Brooklyn and 95th New York in support on the south side of the pike. General Reynolds had
the artillery of the 2nd Maine Battery unlimber between the pike and the railroad cut with orders to keep the Confederate
artillery from firing on the Union infantry until they were deployed.
At this point Reynolds spotted General James Archer's Confederate brigade, consisting of the 1st, 7th and 14th
TeMessee and 13th Alabama Regiments, advancing across Willoughby Run toward McPherson's Woods. Turning around,
Reynolds saw elements of General Meredith's Iron Brigade moving down from the Lutheran Seminary. He sent two aides
to hurry them forward. The Iron Brigade's lead regiment, the 2nd Wisconsin began forming into line of battle. Reynolds then
galloped toward them and cried out,"Forward into line at the double quick!" This they did, loading their muskets on the run.
General Reynolds led the charge ofthe 2nd Wisconsin Regiment. At the crest of the ridge, they were staggered by a volley
from the Confederate line. Reynolds rode in among the men to rally them, shouting,"Forward, forward men! Drive those
fellows out of that [the woods]. Forward! For God's sake forward!" The 2nd Wisconsin then surged ahead, clashing with
Archer's TeMesseans in the woods. The Confederates had seen Pennsylvania militia in the area for the past several days and
half expected the men they faced to be militia. But, when they got a better look, they exclaimed,"There are those damned
black-hatted fellows again. Tain't no militia, it's the Army ofthe Potomac!"
As the 2nd Wisconsin crashed into McPherson's Woods, General Reynolds was riding to their left. He could see
that his line was in danger ofbeing flanked and turned in his saddle, to look for the other Iron Brigade Regiments. Suddenly
his horse bolted and General Reynolds fell to the ground. Three staff members immediately jumped from their horses and
went to his aide. He had been shot just behind his right ear and died within fifteen minutes.
While the 2nd Wisconsin was engaged in a ferocious musketry fight with General Archer's Confederate brigade,
the remaining regiments of the Iron Brigade, except the 6th Wisconsin which was held in reserve, formed their battle lines.
The 19th Indiana had just finished its deployment into line when the news arrived that General Reynolds had been killed while
urging the 2nd Wisconsin forward. Reynolds had been very popular with his troops and his death was a crushing blow.
However, "the men set their faces resolutely to meet the foe and avenge his death."
Then three of General Meredith's Iron Brigade regiments advanced en echelon from Seminary Ridge toward
McPherson's Ridge to assist the 2nd Wisconsin to their front and right. The 7th Wisconsin was on the right, the 19th Indiana
in the center, and the 24th Michigan was on the left of the line. Hobbling along behind the 19th Indiana was Corporal Conn
McGuire of Lewis EUer's Company G. McGuire was so lame that he had been ordered to fall to the rear, but he would not
leave and limped along to join his comrades. As they advanced up the slope of McPherson's Ridge, they passed through the
ranks of General John Buford's cavalrymen.
As Buford's cavalry withdrew, General Archer's brigade of Tennesseans and Alabamians came rushing up the slope
"howling like demons." The Iron Brigade line halted under the crest of McPherson's Ridge. As the Confederates' heads and
shoulders appeared over the crest, the Iron Brigade cut loose with a surprise volley into the Confederate ranks. Archer's
Confederate brigade recoiled down the slope.
Then, Colonel Samuel Williams of the 19th Indiana ordered his men forward. As the 19th Indiana crossed a fence
on the ridge, Archer's TeMesseans opened fire. "A shower of bullets rained about the colors," more than a dozen minie balls
tore through the new flag (Stars and Stripes). The 19th Indiana's color bearer Burlington Cunningham fell after being shot
in the side. Color guard Patterson McKiMey was hit in the ankle. As Cunningham fell with the flag, someone shouted," Abe,
drop your gun and take the flag!" For color guard Corporal Abram Buckles, this was a longtime dream come true. He sprang
forward, grabbed the flagstaff of the Stars and Stripes and raced down the hill toward the enemy. Then the 7th Wisconsin,
19th Indiana and 24th Michigan let out a yell and charged into the ravine along Willoughby Run. Abe Buckles led the attack,
waving the flag so far ahead, that Lieutenant Colonel Dudley had to repeatedly yell,"Come back with that flag!" About
seventy-five yards away the 1st Tennessee Regiment tried to hold the wooded ravine, partly concealed by low shrubbery.
However, the Iron Brigade overran their position before they could rally. Confederate soldiers all along the stream threw
down their muskets and surrendered. After smashing the Tennesseans and Alabamians, the men of the 7th Wisconsin, 19th
Indiana and 24th Michigan continued their pursuit across the Willoughby Run and up the opposite bank. Inside McPherson's
Woods, the 2nd Wisconsin succeeded in shredding that part of Archer's line and pushed to the western slope of McPherson's
Ridge and Willoughby Run beyond. The Iron Brigade had swept Archer's Confederate brigade from the field. What was
left of his troops disappeared into the woods beyond. (Corporal Abram Buckles, of Company E, would later win the Medal
of Honor for valor during the Battle of the Wilderness in May 1864. Promoted to Second Lieutenant in the 20th Indiana, the
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three times wounded Buckles would lose an arm while leading a charge at Hatcher's Run in February 1865.)
The Iron Brigade captured hundreds of prisoners. An Alabama captain stated that the Yankees had captured,"a
considerable portion of the 13th Alabama Regiment, and many from a Tennessee Regiment." A soldier of the 7th Tennessee
recalled that the Iron Brigade captured "nearly the entire right wing of the 7th Regiment." At one point the 14th Tennessee
was nearly surrounded, and one of its veterans recorded, "some of our best men were captured." Also among the prisoners
was General Archer himself, captured by Patrick Maloney ofthe 2nd Wisconsin. Archer was the first General officer from
Lee's army to be captured during the battle. Chaplain Jaquelin Meredith of the 47th Virginia observed Archer's attack and
was shocked when, "in a few moments I saw General Archer and two-thirds off his brigade captured." The chaplain
estimated that between 600 to 700 Confederates were taken prisoner.
The men of the 19th Indiana spent about an hour disarming the officers and men of the 1st Tennessee Regiment.
Sidearms of the field officers were handed over to Lieutenant Colonel Dudley. Dudley gave the sword and belt formerly worn
by Lieutenant Colonel Newton George to Sergeant Major Asa Blanchard. Adjutant George Finney and Blanchard then
headed a detail that escorted the prisoners to the rear, where they were turned over to the 9th New York Cavalry. After
Finney and Blanchard returned, their detail collected the Confederate muskets that seemed to be laying everywhere.
Lieutenant Colonel Dudley estimated that this detail "destroyed at least 400 stands of arms within the space of an hour and
a half."
During this time, Colonel Williams of the 19th Indiana re-formed the regiment and sent his wounded to the
Seminary, where brigade surgeons set up their hospital.
The 6th Wisconsin, which had been held in reserve with the I 00 man brigade guard, also saw action that morning.
The regiment had spearheaded a counter-attack against a Confederate brigade under General Joseph Robert Davis (nephew
of Confederate President Jefferson Davis). Two ofDavis' regiments, the 2nd and 42nd Mississippi, retreated to the cover
of the unfinished railroad cut, where they were surrounded by the 6th Wisconsin, 14th Brooklyn and 95th New York
Regiments. The Union soldiers shouted, "Throw down your muskets! Down with your muskets!" About 600 Confederates
in the railroad cut surrendered. The battle flag of the 2nd Mississippi was also captured, taken by Corporal Francis Waller
of the 6th Wisconsin. The remainder of Davis' brigade retreated in disorder to Herr Ridge.
Confederate General Henry Heth whose division included the brigades of Archer and Davis recorded in his afteraction report that, "The enemy had now been felt, and found to be in heavy force in and around Gettysburg."
Heth still had two uncommitted brigades under General James Johnston Pettigrew and Colonel John M.
Brockenborough. But, because General Lee had given orders not to bring on a general engagement, Heth remained on the
defensive. When General Lee arrived on the field shortly after I :00 pm, he confirmed Heth's decision to remain in position
and wait.
Union General Abner Doubleday, commander of the Third Division of the First Corps took over as commander on
the field after General Reynolds was killed. Weighing the situation, in which the Confederates still held a considerable
numerical advantage, Doubleday decided to hold the ground that he now controlled.
By late morning, General Oliver 0. Howard arrived with the Eleventh Corps and the rest of the First Corps (the
Second and Third Divisions). General Howard superseded Doubleday and took over as commander on the field. However,
Howard confirmed Doubleday's decision to stay and fight.
General Howard posted one division and three artillery batteries of the Eleventh Corps on Cemetery Hill just south
of Gettysburg. The two other divisions of the Eleventh Corps were positioned north and northwest of Gettysburg, to the right
of the First Corps positions.
General Doubleday resumed command of the First Corps and went about strengthening its positions. The Second
Division under General Robinson was held in reserve at the Lutheran Seminary where they were to prepare entrenchments
in case the First Corps' line would be forced to fall back. The Second Division was supported by the artillery of the 5th Maine
Battery. General Stone's 2nd Brigade of the Third Division was positioned to the right of the Iron Brigade along the
Chambersburg Pike. General Rowley's 1st Brigade of the Third Division was positioned on the Iron Brigade's left flank to
the left and rear of McPherson's Woods, toward the Hagerstown Road. The artillery batteries of the First Corps were
distributed along the line.
The Iron Brigade's line was also adjusted as a result of the 19th Indiana and 24th Michigan trading positions. The
19th Indiana now held the Iron Brigade's left flank. According to an officer, the Indiana line, "extended from near the edge
of the timber skirting Willoughby Run on the left across the level space in the southwest corner of McPherson's Woodsnorthward about two-hundred and seventy-five feet partway up the rising ground until it joined the 24th Michigan, being
within the woods but on ground sparsely covered with trees." Colonel Williams of the 19th Indiana sent Company B forward
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to the creek, where it deployed as skirmishers and began sharpshooting at Confederates lurking in the distance.
During the lull in the fighting, the Iron Brigade was joined by a curious recruit, John Burns, a 72 year old resident
of Gettysburg. Burns was a veteran ofthe War of1812 and came out oftown carrying his own gun. He wore a dark, swallow
tail coat with brass buttons and a high black silk hat (possibly a uniform from the earlier war in which he fought). Despite
the soldiers' taunts and warnings, old John Burns was determined to stand and fight. Directed to McPherson's Woods, "I
pitched in with them Wisconsin fellers," he later told. A soldier recorded that John Burns' arrival and the fact that he intended
to stay, "did much to create good feelings and stimulate the courage" of the soldiers waiting for the battle to resume.
After they were repulsed in the late morning, the Confederates regrouped and built up their forces for a renewed
attack. General Robert Rhodes' division of General Richard Ewell's II Corps arrived around noon and was deployed opposite
the Union Eleventh Corps by 2:30pm. However, it was not until the arrival of General Jubal Early's division of Ewell's II
Corps, northeast of Gettysburg, around 3:00pm that General Lee gave permission to attack.
In front of the Union First Corps, General Henry Heth's Confederate division of General A. P. Hill's III Corps
deployed south of the Chambersburg Pike. Colonel John Brockenborough's Virginia brigade was on the left, General James
Pettigrew's North Carolina brigade was in the center, and the survivors of General James Archer's Tennessee brigade was
on the right ofHeth's line.
General William Dorsey Pender's Confederate division of General A. P. Hill's III Corps assembled behind the
brigades of Heth's division. General Edward Thomas' Georgia brigade was deployed north of the Chambersburg Pike.
Pender's other three brigades were deployed south of the pike. General Alfred Scales' North Carolina brigade was on the left,
Colonel Abner Perrin's South Carolina brigade was in the center, and General James Lane's North Carolina brigade was on
the right of Pender's line.
The Confederate force could be observed marching into position throughout the afternoon. Their lines extended far
beyond the Iron Brigade's left flank. Colonel Samuel Williams of the I 9th Indiana and Colonel Henry Morrow of the 24th
Michigan both felt that their position was untenable, should the Confederates advance. Both commanders repeatedly
requested permission, "to retire to the crest of the hill behind us, and throw up rail barricades." General Doubleday who
commanded the First Corps sent word back that, "he hoped it [McPherson's Woods] would be held." "Present my
compliments to General Meredith and say to him that with the Iron Brigade in possession of McPherson's Woods I have no
fear for our left flank." Doubleday's only order to Meredith was that he, "expected that the Iron Brigade hold the woods at
all hazards." However, at Meredith's request, General James Wadsworth (the First Division's commander) sent three
regiments of Colonel Chapman Biddle's brigade to strengthen the Iron Brigade's exposed flank.
According to Adjutant Finney of the 19th Indiana,"The men saw the immense host bearing upon them; they looked
along their own thin line, and felt that, though they had often been tried in battle, and had won high honors for their bravery
before the foe, anything they had ever done, was nothing, compared to the work now before them." Colonel Williams grimly
announced,"Boys, we must hold our colors on this line, or lie here under them."
At 3:00 pm, the Confederates fired a signal gun and began their advance. Colonel Williams shouted to the men of
the 19th Indiana to "Fall in!" Advancing rapidly on their front was General James Pettigrew's North Carolina brigade.
Lieutenant Colonel Dudley noted that the rebels,"moved forward upon us in a splendid style, advancing across the oat fields
which lay between us in a perfect line." Seemingly outnumbered by at least four to one, according to one private,''Total
annihilation stared us in the face." Orders were given to aim low and conserve ammunition.
The soldiers of the Iron Brigade held their fire as the Confederates swept forward. When they reached the
Willoughby Run, the Iron Brigade opened fire. According to Lieutenant Colonel Dudley of the 19th Indiana,"for one hour
no rebel crossed that stream and lived." The first Confederate line was devastated, but their second line returned fire in kind,
taking its toll on the Union defenders. According to Captain Hollon Richardson of the Iron Brigade staff, "Like dew before
the morning sun our men wilted away."
General Solomon Meredith, commander of the Iron Brigade was an early casualty. He was crushed beneath his
horse after it was killed by shrapnel from an artillery shell. A fragment of the shrapnel also gashed his head, fracturing his
skull. He suffered several broken ribs which were torn from the breastbone. The unconscious General Meredith had to be
removed from the field.
Sergeant Murray of the 19th Indiana described the carnage, "The slaughter in our ranks now became frightful
beyond description. The dead Jay piled up on the ground, and the shrieks and groans of the wounded was too horrible for
contemplation." A North Carolina officer wrote that, "the fighting was terrible- our men advancing, the enemy stubbornly
resisting, until the two lines were pouring volleys into each other at a distance not greater than twenty paces." Confederate
General Henry Heth commented on the vicious fighting along Willoughby Run when he wrote, "I struck the Iron Brigade and
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had a desperate fight. I lost 2,300 men in thirty minutes." General Heth was himself wounded by a minie ball that cracked
his skull.
Although the 19th Indiana was able to keep the 26th North Carolina Regiment at bay along the stream, the 11th
North Carolina Regiment moved farther to the Union left. The left flank of the 19th Indiana was exposed, because Biddle's
brigade was too far to the left and rear to offer support. The 11th North Carolina Regiment exploited this gap and poured
in enfilading fire on the 19th Indiana's flank which inflicted heavy casualties. No troops could have stood the terrible cross
fire that almost annihilated the regiment.
Colonel Williams of the 19th Indiana reported, "My regiment held its position until we had suffered severely from
the column on the left and until twenty men lay dead and one hundred wounded along the line." Colonel Morrow of the 24th
Michigan gave his commendations to the men of the 19th Indiana, who "maintained their first line of battle, until their dead
were so thick upon the ground that you might step from one dead body to another." To stay any longer would be a useless
sacrifice, so Colonel Williams ordered his men to fall back from Willoughby Run.
The entire color guard of the 19th Indiana was either killed or wounded. As the regiment began to fall back,
someone yelled to Lieutenant Macy that the regimental flag was down. Macy and First Sergeant East of Company K ran back
and tried to put the blue silk flag in its case. Sergeant East was shot dead and fell on it. Lieutenant Macy pulled the flag up
and started up McPherson's Ridge. Private Burr Clifford of Company F saw that the regimental flag had fallen. He took the
flag and furled the colors so that "they would not make so conspicuous a mark." He held the flag in his left hand and turned
sideways to present a thinner cross section. A bullet struck the flagstaff beneath his left hand, another bullet struck his hat
and another struck his pants below the left knee. A fourth bullet cut his pants just above the right knee and two other bullets
cut the tail of his blouse in the rear.
While Sergeant Major Asa Blanchard went to find replacements for the color bearers who fell, Lieutenant Colonel
William Dudley ran up and held the Stars and Stripes. A minie ball struck Dudley's right leg midway between the ankle and
knee, shattering the fibula. Sergeant Major Blanchard took the flag from his hand and gave it to a soldier. Blanchard told
Dudley, "Colonel, you shouldn't have done this. That was my duty. I shall never forgive myselffor Jetting you touch that
flag." Blanchard then detailed two slightly wounded soldiers to carry Dudley back over the crest. (On 3 July, Surgeon Jacob
Ebersole operated on Dudley's right leg and removed three inches of the shattered fibula. Gangrene appeared and the leg was
amputated below the knee on 9 July at Littlestown, Maryland. Assistant Surgeon H. F. Garver attended to Dudley's care).
Private William Moore of Company K was carrying the Stars and Stripes when a bullet took off the index finger
of his left hand. Colonel Williams saw Moore's finger gushing blood "about like a chicken's having its head chopped off''
and ordered him to give up the banner. Then Corporal Phipps of Company I took the standard.
Meanwhile, Sergeant Major Blanchard took the regimental flag from Burr Clifford and unfurled it. Blanchard began
waving the flag vigorously, crying out, "Rally, boys!" Then a minie ball struck him, severing an artery in his groin. As
Private Burr Clifford reached for the flag, Blanchard told him, "Don't stop for me. Don't let them have the flag." As
Blanchard was dying, he murmured, "Tell mother I never faltered." (After the battle, the bullet-riddled banner was sent home
to Indiana on the body of Sergeant Major Asa Blanchard.)
As Private Clifford carried the regimental flag over the crest, Private Phipps was shot carrying the Stars and Stripes;
the flag and staff were "literally shot to pieces." Someone ran back, rolled Phipps off the flag and carried it away.
The 19th Indiana fell back to a second position 100 yards to the rear. This caused Colonel Morrow of the 24th
Michigan to bend his line left to avoid the enfilade fire on his flank. The 151 st Pennsylvania marched into the gap between
Biddle's brigade and the Iron Brigade, but was unable to stop the Confederate onslaught, despite losing over 250 men in forty
minutes.
The 19th Indiana could not hold the second line and so fell back to a fence near the 7th Wisconsin. The 24th
Michigan now occupied a salient, or bulge, in the brigade line, which bent back on itself.
On the firing line cartridges were almost gone. The dead and wounded had already been stripped of ammunition
and there was no more to be found. Suddenly, ordnance wagons rumbled up behind the Iron Brigade, and men began to throw
out wooden boxes full of cartridges. Using axes to split the boxes open, within minutes three wagon loads, some 75,000
rounds were issued. This timely arrival of ammunition allowed the Iron Brigade, unlike its Confederate counterparts, to
continue fighting.
The ranks ofthe 19th Indiana were so reduced by this time, that it was forced to abandon the crest of McPherson's
Ridge. The regiment quickly formed on the right of the 151 st Pennsylvania and these troops delivered "a deadly volley" into
the North Carolinians as they reached the crest. This halted the Confederates, who had exhausted their ammunition.
General Pettigrew's North Carolina brigade had taken heavy losses during the attack. The 26th North Carolina
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Regiment, which fought opposite the 19th Indiana and the 24th Michigan, had only 216 men left from the over 800 men who
had advanced to Willoughby Run. They had lost II men carrying the colors. The losses of the II th North Carolina were
almost as heavy.
Among the wounded with the Iron Brigade was the old volunteer John Burns, who was to be wounded three times
before the end of the day. General Doubleday's official report would extend to Bums "thanks ...especially due."
The Union First Corps line made a fighting withdrawal to the barricade of rails which General Robinson's Second
Division had earlier prepared in front of the Lutheran Seminary on Seminary Ridge. Colonel Williams and what was left of
the 19th Indiana withdrew "loading and firing" to this defensive position. The Confederates did not pursue, but regrouped
and prepared for another attack. The Iron Brigade took up positions at the center of the barricade with Biddle's brigade on
the left and a brigade of Pennsylvania Bucktails on the right. The line was strengthened by several batteries of artillery.
Although there were no reinforcements immediately available, mounted couriers were already carrying orders across
northern Maryland for the army to assemble. Their message was always the same, "The enemy is at Gettysburg. Reynolds
is dead. Get there fast."
The Army of the Potomac started marching north at a rapid pace. It would take time for the vast army to
concentrate. That time was being bought by the men on Seminary Ridge.
General A. P. Hill, the commander of the Confederate III Corps, ordered General Pender to advance his division
through General Heth's depleted division which had suffered 40 percent losses. The Confederate attack began about 4:00 pm.
General Alfred Scales' brigade offive North Carolina regiments advanced with its left flank near the Chambersburg
Pike. Colonel Abner Perrin's brigade offour South Carolina regiments extended the line southward. General James Lane's
brigade of five North Carolina regiments advanced cautiously around the critical left flank of the Union line. After clearing
the woods on McPherson's Ridge, Pender's division charged forward, "yelling like demons."
Three batteries of artillery had been placed to support the Union line. These fired furiously with shell and case shot.
Great gaps were cut into the Confederate lines. General Scales reported that his brigade "encountered a most terrific fire"
which "made sad havoc in our line." Colonel Perrin stated that his brigade encountered "a furious storm ofmusketry and
shells from the enemy's batteries." When the Confederates reached a fence 200 yards distant, the "breastworks in front
became a sheet of fire and smoke." Colonel Perrin saw General Scales' brigade come to "a dead halt" at the fence, survivors
lying on the ground and feebly returning fire. General Scales, who was himself wounded, admitted, "Our line had been
broken up and now only a squad here and there marked the place where regiments had rested." Colonel Perrin confessed that
his South Carolina brigade "received the most destructive fire of musketry I have ever been exposed to." The 14th South
Carolina Regiment was staggered at the fence and it seemed "as though this regiment was entirely destroyed." The right flank
ofPerrin's brigade was hit by fire from General John Buford's cavalrymen, who had filed behind a stone fence south of the
barricade with breech loading carbines and revolvers. The cavalrymen fired "at a range of 50 steps" and the Confederates
fell "frightfully fast."
It seemed as though the Union line would hold, but Perrin ordered the 1st South Carolina Regiment to exploit a gap
between the barricade and the stone fence. This maneuver allowed his brigade to penetrate the Union line, then fire north
into the infantry and south into the cavalry. To counter this breakthrough, Battery B of the lst Pennsylvania Artillery fired
blasts of double canister. But, this caused their immediate front to be cleared of infantry. Union troops, mostly from Biddle's
brigade, interpreted this movement from the barricade as a retreat, and they began to fall back. Other troops began to follow
to the rear.
A short time earlier, the line of the Union Eleventh Corps, to the right of the First Corps, began to fall apart. This
exposed the First Corps' right flank on Seminary Ridge. Two Confederate divisions under Generals Rhodes and Early of
General Richard Ewell's II Corps were pursuing the Union Eleventh Corps through Gettysburg.
With the Confederates breaking through on both flanks, General Wadsworth could see that soon their path of retreat
would be entirely cut off, and therefore he gave the order to fall back. This was about 4:30pm. Many of the regiments took
the Chambersburg Pike to make their way back, passing through the southern side of Gettysburg and on to Cemetery Hill
south of town. The 7th Wisconsin Regiment covered the withdrawal, fighting off Confederates on their front and both flanks.
They suffered heavy losses all the way into town. As troops moved through Gettysburg, they were fired upon by the
Confederates who had already occupied a large part of the town. The streets were crowded with retreating troops, artillery
batteries and ambulance trains. Men who failed to keep up or who tried to hide quickly became prisoners. The men were
extremely thirsty, and at several points, women left the safety of their homes to carry water out to the soldiers as they made
their retreat. On their way out of Gettysburg, the men inclined left toward Cemetery Hill. General Wadsworth's First Division
halted in the fields in front of the cemetery's main entrance on the Baltimore Turnpike.
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General Wadsworth directed Colonel William Robinson of the 7th Wisconsin to take command of what was left of
the Iron Brigade. After the regiments regrouped, the Iron Brigade was ordered to occupy Culp's Hill which was the next
hilltop east of Cemetery Hill. They were joined by General Lysander Cutler's 2nd Brigade soon after. The two brigades of
Wadsworth's First Division built breastworks on the brow of the hill and remained there for the remainder of the battle over
the next two days. (The 19th Indiana had went into action that morning with 27 officers and 261 enlisted men, and came out
that afternoon with 9 officers and 69 men.)
The Confederates halted on Seminary Ridge and in the town of Gettysburg to regroup and to gather prisoners.
General A. P. Hill's III Corps had suffered heavy losses. The attack by General Pender's division which captured Seminary
Ridge had considerably weakened his brigades. General Scales' North Carolina brigade lost 545 men; the 500 men that were
left were in a "depressed, dilapidated and almost unorganized condition." There were few line officers left and many
companies did not have a single officer to lead them. Colonel Perrin's South Carolina brigade lost about 600 men of its
original force of I, I 00. General Heth's division had also taken heavy losses in the morning and afternoon battles. A large
portion of General Archer's Tennessee brigade had been killed or captured. General Davis' Mississippi brigade lost two
regiments captured. General Pettigrew's brigade had also suffered heavy casualties; the 26th North Carolina Regiment lost
almost 600 men out of its original 800 and the 11th North Carolina lost almost as many. Both the divisions of Heth and
Pender were exhausted by the hard fighting.
General A. P. Hill commented to a British observer that the enemy had fought with unusual determination and
inflicted severe losses. Since General Lee did not order him to prepare for another attack, Hill was satisfied to rest his men.
If the strategically important high ground south of Gettysburg was to be attacked, it would be up to General Richard Ewell
and his II Corps.
While General Ewell was reconnoitering Cemetery Hill with General Jubal Early, he received a report of the sighting
of a large enemy force approaching from the east. Early advised that it would be best to postpone any attack until he made
certain the flank was secure. In the meantime, Ewell was informed that General Hill would not attack, and that General Lee
would leave it to Ewell's discretion on whether to advance alone or not.
Ewell would have significant obstacles to overcome. Half his brigades were exhausted from heavy combat. The
streets of Gettysburg were clogged with reforming Confederates and thousands of Union prisoners. Attacking troops would
have to form at the base of Cemetery Hill, where they would be vulnerable to enemy artillery that was known to be on the
heights. Most importantly, no Confederate officer knew the strength of the Union position on Cemetery Hill. Whatever its
current strength, scouting officers detected that it was increasing. In the end, General Ewell decided not to attack.
In closing I quote Alan Nolan from his book, The Iron Brigade:
"Despite their demonstrations in front of Cemetery Hill and Culp's Hill, the victorious Confederates did
not assail the Federal survivors posted there, and at last the bloody day of July 1st drew to a close. During the
night the rest of the Army of the Potomac was to arrive at Gettysburg, concentrating along what later writers were
to picture as a "fishhook" turned upside down: from Culp's Hill and Cemetery Hill, down Cemetery Ridge, and
to Little Round Top to the south. There on the next two days was to be waged the greatest battle ofthe war,
during which Lee's army was heavily defeated in its assaults against the Federal positions .... But the storied fights
at Culp's Hill, the Wheat Field, the Peach Orchard, Little Round Top, and "the little clump of trees" were to be
but anticlimax to the men of the First Corps. For them the battle of Gettysburg was the first day. Fighting largely
in the open, "with no other protection than the flannel blouses that covered their stout hearts," the First Corps
counted casualties of more than 6,000 of its 9,403 men. This was 2,000 more than the losses ofthe Eleventh
Corps, 2,000 more than Sickles was to lose the next day in the Wheat Field and the Peach Orchard, and 2,000
more than the Second Corps was to give up in defending the Federal center against Pickett's assault. Surely the
veterans of the First Corps could be pardoned for feeling that too much emphasis was later placed on the last two
days of the battle, when the Federals had the edge in manpower and the advantage of the ground.
As was required by its proud name, leading the casualty list for the entire army during the three-day
battle was the Iron Brigade, which had learned at Brawner Farm to stand and fight without regard to the odds.
As the Seventh's Major Mansfield proudly reported, it had shown again "cool indifference to danger and long
continued and stubborn resistance, resulting from hard earned experience and thorough discipline." Wrote
Colonel Henry A. Morrow, "The field over which we fought, from our first line of battle in McPherson's woods
to the barricade near the seminary, was strewn with killed and wounded." This was not an exaggeration. Of the
I ,883 Western men who had marched up the Emmitsburg Road that morning, I ,212 (65 per cent) were casualties,
ofwhorn the great majority were killed and wounded. The Second Wisconsin had lost 77 per cent of its numbers
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and the Nineteenth Indiana 72 per cent. In the Seventh and Sixth Wisconsin the percentages were 52 per cent
and 48 per cent. But as if to make up for its late joining of the brigade with the black hats, the Twenty-fourth
Michigan showed casualties of 80 per cent, giving it the melancholy honor of the highest loss of any Federal
regiment for the three days at Gettysburg.
Waiting for the night to close over the scene of their battle, the survivors of the First Corps maintained
their morale and organization, ...As one of them later wrote, "The rawest recruit in the ranks could see that the new
position was much stronger than the old one ...the old First had covered itself with glory, and every man in its
ranks knew it. They were not whipped or defeated; they did not feel that they had been beaten, because they knew
that they had held their ground against superior numbers; that they had punished the enemy terribly, and that they
had finally made an orderly and respectable retreat to a much stronger and better position." A spokesman for the
Iron Brigade could also have said this for the Westerners: Although overwhelmed by force of numbers, not a
single backward step had been taken except on orders. Summing up the spirit of the First Corps, the historian
of Battery B reflected that they "were actually in better heart at the end of the first day than at the beginning. At
all events we knew that we had done as desperate work as ever befell an army corps, and were almost as proud
of the record as we would have been of a victory."
With only 600 men in its ranks could the Iron Brigade maintain its identity? Referring simply to the
barricade of rails on Seminary Ridge, but unconsciously answering this question, Abner Doubleday reported that
"the Iron Brigade here made their final stand." And what had the brigade accomplished in pouring out so much
blood on July I, 1863, at Gettysburg? In his report General Meade was to write, "I determined to give battle at
this point." But it was John F. Reynolds, and later Abner Doubleday, who had decided to fight at Gettysburg, and
it was the Iron Brigade and its First Corps comrades who had determined the matter, by their dogged, desperate
fighting, which had permitted Federal possession of the key ground and had purchased the time for the Army of
the Potomac to concentrate. These were the factors- superior numbers and position- that made the victory.
Historians were later to debate the decisiveness of Gettysburg, made possible by the soaring Federal effort on the
first day. But Gettysburg forever robbed Lee's army ofits offensive power, and thereby fixed the ultimate Federal
strategy, both East and West. And for at least one hundred years, the word Gettysburg was to have a unique
meaning for Americans, rivaled only by two other names, Lexington and Concord, where the American story
had begun. The Iron Brigade from the Old Northwest had been there, and there it had made its final stand."
(To be continued in a future issue ofThe Eller Chronicles)
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Battle Flags Of the 19th Regiment Indiana Infantry

The regiment's national flag carried at Gettysburg, reinforced with new silk backing on the fiftieth
anniversary of the battle by the Indiana Battleflag Commission.
Red and white dots mark the bullet holes for photographing.
~~~

A reproduction of the regimental flag carried along side the national flag

Officers of the Iron Brigade
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General John Gibbon
second commander of the Brigade.
It was under his leadership that the unit
earned the title of the "Iron Brigade".
He was a tough-minded career army artillery
officer and a strict disciplinarian. A
Unionist from North Carolina, Gibbon had
three brothers that served in the
Confederate Army.

Colonel Solomon Meredith
first commander of the 19th Regiment
Indiana Volunteer Infantry.
After Gibbon was promoted to command a
division, Meredith was promoted to
Brigadier General and became the third
commander of the Iron Brigade. A native of
North Carolina, Meredith moved to Indiana
in 1840. The six foot seven inch tall Quaker
farmer had been twice elected county sheriff,
elected to the state legislature, appointed a
United States Marshall and served as the
Clerk ofWayne County.
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Officers of the 19th Regiment Indiana Infantry

Alois 0. Bachman
Lieutenant Colonel and temporary
commander of the 19th Regiment Indiana
Infantry at the Battle of Antietam, he was
killed leading a charge in front of the
Dunker Church 17 Sept 1862.

I

...•:.r•

~·'

.... .

John R. Clark
first Captain of Company G,
'The Elkhart County Guards" in which
Lewis Eller served. Clark resigned on 8 Dec
1862. He had not been liked by his men.

William W. Dudley
first Captain of Company B,
"The Richmond City Greys", he was later
promoted to Lieutenant Colonel of the 19th
Regiment Indiana Volunteer Infantry.
Dudley lost a leg at Gettysburg. After the
war, he was comrnisioner of military
pensions and named a brevet brigadier
general. He filed an affidavit on behalf of
Lewis Eller on 11 May 1878.
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Washington, D.C.- September 1861

The Chain Bridge over the Potomac River northwest of
Washington. On 4 Sept 1861 the 19th Indiana and 2nd
and 5th Wisconsin Regiments made a forced march over
the bridge and spent the next six days entrenching and
building Fort Smith {later renamed Marcy) and Fort
Ethan Allen. Tents and baggage were left behind at
Camp Kalorama, so the men had to construct crude pinebough shelters because of the constant rain that week.
According to Lewis Eller's pension records, he had an
attack of varicose veins while making the forced march
across the bridge. After contracting typhoid fever, he was
sent to the General Hospital set up at the Patent Office
in Washington.
Lt. Col. William W. Dudley (pictured at left) filed an
affidavit on behalf of Lewis Eller on 11 May 1878. He
verified the conditions under which Lewis Eller
contracted lung disease. Dudley stated that this occurred
while the regiment was constructing Fort Smith in the
rain and cold without adequate protection. They also had
inadequate shelter from the weather at night. Dudley,
who was the captain of Company B at the time, also
visited Eller while he was an inmate at the Patent Office
Hospital.
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Washington, D.C.- 1861
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Brawner Farm, Virginia- 28 August 1862
This was the first major action for the 19th Regiment Indiana Infantry. While marching down the Warrenton Pike toward
Centreville, General John Gibbon's First Brigade was attacked by two divisions of Stonewall Jackson's Army. General
William Taliaferro's Division made the initial attack with three brigades under Generals A.G. Taliaferro, Baylor and Starke.
General Richard Ewell's Division attacked in support with two brigades under Generals Trimble and Lawton. The First
Brigade held a line along the crest of Stony Ridge. The 19th Indiana was heavily engaged against the 4th Virginia
"Stonewall" Brigade under General Baylor and later, the brigade under A.G. Taliaferro. Shortly after the battle began, the
First Brigade was reinforced by the 56th Pennsylvania and 76th New York Regiments from General Abner Doubleday's
command. During the fighting, Company B and Lewis Eller's Company G drove back the guns of John Pelham's horse
artillery. Despite being outnumbered, the Union line held and by nightfall the battle ended in stalemate.
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Turner's Gap, Maryland
Battle of South Mountain- 14 September 1862
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It was as a result of this battle that John
Gibbon's brigade earned the tide of the
Iron Brigade. South Mountain was
precipitous, rugged, wooded and difficult
to ascend. It was defended by a
Confederate division under General
Daniel Harvey Hill. The National
Turnpike passes through a gorge at the
summit at Turner's Gap. Union General
McClellan told General]oseph Hooker,"If
I had an iron brigade, I could pierce the
enemy's center by taking the gorge on the
pike." Hooker replied,"General McClellan,
I have that brigade in my command."
Hooker ordered General Gibbon to
advance his men and attack. During their
advance they were fired upon from
numerous stone fences, farm houses and
ravines. After reaching the main
Confederate battle line commanded by
General Alfred Colquitt, Lewis Eller's
Company G of the 19th Indiana made a
wide swing left and came down on the
Confederate right flank along a stone
fence. The enfilading fire from Company G
sent the Georgians and Alabamians
breaking away up the mountain. During
the fighting Company G captured a
captain of the 6th Georgia and a major, a
lieutenant and eight men of the 13th
Alabama. After it was obvious that the
attack on Turner's Gap was going to
succeed, General Hooker turned to
McClellan and asked,"General McClellan,
what do you think now of my Iron
Brigade."

Battle of Antietam - 1 7 September 1862
Opening Assault By Union First Corps
On Confederate Left Flank
North of Sharpsburg, Maryland
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Antietam was the bloodiest single day
battle of the Civil War. The battle began
with a Union attack on the Confederate
left flank near the Dunker Church located
about two miles north of Sharpsburg,
Maryland. General Hooker's First Corps
spearheaded the attack with General
Abner Doubleday's 1st Division, which
included the Iron Brigade. Hooker's First
Corps was opposed by nine thousand
confederate troops under Stonewall
Jackson. Both sides suffered heavy losses
during the initial union advance. The
confederate line was on the verge of
collapse when they launched a counter
attack with General John Bell Hood's
Division. Part of the Iron Brigade (2nd and
6th Wisconsin Regiments), which were
already badly shot up, were thrown back
through the Miller cornfield. The
counterattacking
confederate
units
included the famous "Texas" Brigade. The
confederates were in tum decimated by
enfilade fire into their flank from the 19th
Indiana and 7th Wisconsin Regiments of
the Iron Brigade firing from the West
Woods, and by union artillery fire in their
front. The spear point of the confederate
counterattack (lst Texas Regiment) was
broken by a deadly volley from General
George Meade's Pennsylvania Reserve
Division. The confederates retreated and
reformed near the Dunker Church. They
then repulsed a charge by the 19th
Indiana. The battle lasted for the rest of
the day, but shifted to the union center
and then the union left flank. It
culminated with the attack by Burnside's
Corps across the Lower Bridge of Antietam
Creek south of Sharpsburg. The attack was
repulsed by Confederate General A.P.
Hill's Corps. The battle ended in stalemate
about 5:30PM and cost 22,717 casualties.
Two days later General Lee withdrew his
army back to Virginia. His invasion of the
North had been stopped.

Battle of Gettysburg - 1 July 1863
Initial Action- Morning and Afternoon
McPherson's Ridge and Railroad Cut
Northwest of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania
Morning, 1 July 1863
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During the Battle of Cold Harbor, the Iron
Brigade was commanded by Colonel
William W. Robinson. It was part of
General Lysander Cutler's Fourth Division
of General Gouverneur K. Warren's V
Corps. General Warren positioned his
• Corps near Bethesda Church, which was
about nine miles northeast of the
Confederate capitol of Richmond. During
the fighting, the Fourth Division's sector of
the front was relatively quiet. However,
they did take some very galling fire from
Confederate artillery batteries and
sharpshooters. During this period, the 19th
Indiana lost one killed and three wounded.
Among the wounded was Lewis Eller, who
was struck by tree limbs and debris on his
head, neck and shoulder after a cannon
ball struck a tree behind the regiment.
According to Eller's pension records dated
10 June 18 71 , the injury caused a partial
p~alysis on the side of his head, neck and
shoulder. He also suffered disease and
rupture in his ear.
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CIVIL WAR RECORDS
Name: Lewis Eller, Company G, 19th Regiment Indiana Infantry
Source: Military Pension Record
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408
Date:
10 June 1871
[269]

DECLARATION FOR INVALID ARMY PENSION.
State of Indiana
County ofDeKalb
On this 1Oth day of June A.D. one thousand eight hundred and seventy one, personally appeared
before me, Joseph R. Lanning Clerk of the Circuit Court within and for the County and State
aforesaid, Lewis Eller aged 34 years, a resident ofKendallville in the County ofNoble in the State
oflndiana, who being duly sworn according to law, declares that he is the identical Lewis Eller, who
enlisted in the service of the United States at Goshen, County ofElkhart, State oflndiana, on the 29th
day of July, in the year 1861, as a private in Company G commanded by Captain Clark I Shafer in the
19th Regiment of Indiana Volunteers for three years in the war of 1861 and was honorably discharged
on the 28th day of July in the year 1864, that while in the service aforesaid, and in the line of his duty
at a place called Chain Bridge Washington D.C. in September 1861, on a forced march across Chain
Bridge aforesaid was attacked with "varicose veins" left leg followed with "Typhoid Fever" for which
he was sent to General Hospital (in Patent Office) Washington D.C. about the_ day of Sept. 1861
where he remained about six weeks for treatment. Then returning to Reg't. for duty having a relapse
of said disease was again sent to same hospital for care and treatment where he remained about four
weeks, then returning to Reg't. with lungs being affected till discharged. That in battle at Cold
Harbor, Virginia on the 3rd day of June 1864 behind breast works was wounded by fragments of a
tree driven against him by cannon shot on right shoulder and side of head producing a permanent
injury in shoulder, neck and head causing a continual rupture in ear which continued till he was
discharged. That said injury, wound and diseases as aforesaid have continued to the present time,
causing partial paralysis in side of head, neck and shoulder, disease and rupture in ear, soreness in
breast and lungs.
Since leaving the service he has resided in Corunna, Indiana; Plymouth, Indiana; Buchanan, Michigan;
Niles, Michigan; South Bend, Indiana; Plainwell, Michigan and Kendallville, Indiana, and his
occupation has been carpentry and joinery what he has been able to do. When enrolled he was a
carpenter and joiner. And for the purpose of prosecuting his claim he hereby appoints Timothy R.
Dickinson of Waterloo, DeKalb County, State of Indiana his attorney in fact, with power of
substitution. He requests that his pension be paid at Fort Wayne, State oflndiana. His post office
address is Kendallville, County ofNoble and State oflndiana.
Witnesses:

$ew~& 0&r-

Henry E. Altenburg
Enos Weaver

Signature of Claimant
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Also personally appeared Henry E. Altenburg a resident ofDeKalb County, State oflndiana and Enos
Weaver, a resident ofDeKalb County, State oflndiana persons whom I certify to be respectable and
entitled to credit, and who being by me duly sworn, say that they were present and saw Lewis Eller
sign his name to the foregoing declaration and power of attorney, and they further swear that they
have every reason to believe from the appearance of the applicant and their acquaintance with him,
that he is the identical person he represents himself to be; that they have known him for ten years last
past; that prior to enlistment he was a carpenter and joiner. Since leaving the service his habits have
been uniformly good, and his occupation has been carpentry and joinery.

They further state that they have no interest in the prosecution of this claim.
Signatures of the Witnesses:

Sworn to, acknowledged and subscribed before me, this 1Oth day of June 1871, and I hereby certify
that the contents ofthe foregoing declarations of claimant and affidavit of witnesses was made known
to each of them before administering the oath; and that I have no interest, direct or indirect, in the
prosecution of this claim.
Official Signature:

~qt.-r~
Clerk

1

Henry E. Altenburg is listed on the Roster of the 19th Indiana Volunteers as a Private in
Company G. He was probably an army buddy of Lewis Eller.
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CIVIL WAR RECORDS
Name: Lewis Eller, Company G, 19th Regiment Indiana Infantry
Source: Military Pension Record
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408
Date: 2 August 1871

Adjutant General's Office
Washington, D.C., Aug. 2, 1871
Sir:
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt from your Office of application for Pension No. 166,458,
and to return it herewith, with such information as is furnished by the files of this Office.

It appears from the Rolls on file in this Office, that Lewis Eller was enrolled on the 29th day of July
1861, at Indianapolis in Co. "G", 19th Regiment oflnd. Volunteers, to serve 3 years, or during the
war and mustered into service as a Pvt. on the 29th day of July 1861, at Indianapolis, in Co. "G", 19th
Regiment oflnd. Volunteers, to serve 3 years, or during the war. On the Muster Roll of Co. "G" of
that Regiment, for the months of Sept. & Oct. 1861, he is reported absent sick at Patent Office
Hospital. Roll for Nov. & Dec. 61 "Present". Roll for May & June 64 report him "Present". M.0. 1
Roll ofDetachment of said Co. dated July 28/64 reports him "Mustered out on that date". Said Co.
was in action at Bethsaida (sic.), Va June 3/ 64". No evidence of wounds.
I am, Sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,

7- (9; .JI£m.tuv

Assistant Adjutant General
The Commissioner ofPensions,
Washington, D.C.

1

MO. designates Muster Out
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CIVIL WAR RECORDS
Name: Lewis Eller, Company G, 19th Regiment Indiana Infantry
Source: Military Pension Record
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408
Date: 20 February 1872 I 19 April1876

WAR DEPARTMENT
Surgeon General's Office,
RECORD AND PENSION DIVISION,
Washington, D.C., February 20, 1872
[TRANSCRIPT FROM RECORDS.]

It appears from the records filed in this Office, that Lewis Eller, Private, Co. G, 19 Reg't. Indiana
Vols., was admitted to Patent Office General Hospital, Washington, D.C., (date not given), for
treatment for "Td. Fever", and was returned to duty Oct. 28, 1861.
By order ofthe Surgeon General:

f.f.W~
Assistant Surgeon, U. S. Army

WAR DEPARTMENT
Surgeon General's Office,
RECORD AND PENSION DIVISION,
Washington, D.C., April 19, 1876
(TRANSCRIPT FROM RECORDS.)

It appears from the records filed in this Office, that Priv. Lewis Eller, Co. G, 19th Ind. Vols., was
admitted to Patent Office G. H., D.C., (date not stated), with Typhoid Fever, and returned to duty
Oct. 28, '61. The records of the above named Hospl. Sept. '61 to Apr. 1, '62, furnish no additional
evidence in this case. The records of the Reg't. prior to Sept. '62, are not on file.
By order of the Surgeon General:

f.f.W~
Assistant Surgeon, U. S. Army
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CIVIL WAR RECORDS
Name: Lewis Eller, Company G, 19th Regiment Indiana Infantry
Source: Military Pension Record
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408
Date: 25 November 1873 I 24 March 1874
State oflndiana
DeKalb County
Solomon Stough of said County and State, being duly sworn, says, that he is a practicing physician
in said county and vicinity, and as such has been practicing for a period of29 years last past, during
which time he has been personally well acquainted with, and the personal physician of Lewis Eller
who was late a Private of Co. "G" of the 19th Reg't. Indiana Vols., in the service of the United States,
who, before and up to the time ofhis said enlistment, was in good health and free from any apparent
disease, especially that of "Varicose Veins" "lung disease" or any local or general derangement in
system, all of which facts are within the knowledge of this affiant, and that he believes them to be
true, that he resides as aforesaid, and has no interest in the claim that this is sought to establish, or
in its prosecution.

J.J~M.D.
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 25th day ofNovember 1873, and I further certify that said
affiant is credible and entitled to credit, and is a practicing physician in said county and vicinity, and
as such is received and accepted, that I have no interest in this claim or in its prosecution, that I am
the legal custodian of the seal hereto affixed.

gr~ 1/J.
Notary Public

Willi&

State oflndiana
DeKalb County
I, G.H.K. Moss, Clerk ofthe DeKalb Circuit Court, certify that Frank W. Willis before whom the
annexed affidavit was sworn to was, at the date thereof, a Notary Public within and for said county,
duly commissioned and qualified; that his signature above written is genuine, and that the execution
of said instrument is according to the laws ofthe state oflndiana.
In witness whereof, I hereunto set my hand and affix the Seal of said Court at Auburn, Indiana, this
24th day of March A.D. 1874.
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CIVIL WAR RECORDS
Name: Lewis Eller, Company G, 19th Regiment Indiana Infantry
Source: Military Pension Record
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408
Date:
13 October 1875
State of Ohio
County ofMontgomery
Lewis Eller an inmate of the National Home for Disabled Volunteer Soldiers Ohio late Private Comp.
"G" 19th Ind. Vols. being duly sworn says that for the disability - on the ground on which he claims
pension he was treated in "Patent Office Hospital" Washington, D.C. where he was admitted in
September 1861 and remained some two or three months and was not treated in any other hospital
while in the service.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 13th day of October 1875.

f1l. 0. ~
Notary Public
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CIVIL WAR RECORDS
Name: Lewis Eller, Company G, 19th Regiment Indiana Infantry
Source: Military Pension Record
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration
7th and Pennsylvania A venue NW
Washington, DC 20408
Date: no date (circa 1870's)
State of Indiana
Noble County
Nonnan Teal M.D. of said County and State, being duly sworn, says, that he is a practicing physician
in said county and vicinity, and as such has been practicing for a period of 14 years last past, during
several years of which time he has been personally well acquainted with, and the physician of Lewis
Eller who was late a private of Co. G of the 19th Reg't. Indiana Vols., in the service ofthe United
States, who, inunediately following his discharge in the Summer of 1864 called upon this affiant for
medical advise and treatment, found him laboring under general debility of whole system from effect
of disease and injuries, to wit: varicose veins left leg, lung disease, lameness in right shoulder, partial
paralysis of right side ofhead, neck and side caused by injury, for which this affiant proscribed and
treated from that time to the present at several different times causing only temporary relief in some
respects. The said soldier is at this time unable to do or perform any manual labor on account
thereof
I further state that the said Lewis Eller has been known to me for several years last past and that I
have known about his diseased condition but never until within this past year did he call upon me for
treatment. (He has been a resident of Corunna, Plymouth, Indiana; Monroe City?, Mo., and other
places since his discharge from service and therefore I am unable to state particulars of whole time
since elapsing) that I believe his said disease has not in any manner or form, nor now is, aggravated
or prolonged by intemperance or any other bad habits or practices; all of which facts are within the
knowledge of this affiant, and that he believes them to be true, that he resides as aforesaid, and has
no interest in the claim that this is sought to establish, or in its prosecution.

JVOIYJUl/V fTeaJ M.D.
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this_ day of_ 187_, and I further certifY that said affiant
is credible and entitled to credit, and is a practicing physician in said county and vicinity, and as such
is received and accepted, that I have no interest in this claim or in its prosecution, that I am the legal
custodian of the seal hereto affixed.
Additional Evidence. Physicians Certificate.// No. 166.458 Lewis Eller, Private Co. G of the 19th
Reg't. Ind. Vols. P. 0. Address Kendallville County ofNoble State oflndiana
T. R. Dickinson, Att'y, Waterloo DeKalb County, Indiana
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CIVIL WAR RECORDS
Name: Lewis Eller, Company G, 19th Regiment Indiana Infantry
Source: Military Pension Record
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408
Date: 11 May 1878
State oflndiana
County of Wayne

William W. Dudley

In the matter of Pension Claim No. 166.458 ofLewis Eller late of Co. G, 19th Reg't. Ind. Vols.
Claimant.
Personally came before me a Clerk of the Circuit Court in and' for said County and State William W.
Dudley a citizen of the city of Richmond in the County and State aforesaid well known to me to be
reputable and entitled to credit and who being duly sworn declares in relation to aforesaid case as
follows: That during the late Civil War he was Lieutenant Colonel ofthe 19th Regiment Indiana
Infantry Volunteers, and that he was well acquainted with claimant who was a private of Company
G of said Regiment. That in the month of September 1861 while said Regiment was engaged in the
construction of a Fort then known as Fort Smith near Chain Bridge in Virginia the said Lewis Eller
was, as he was informed at the time to believe, disabled in the line of duty by reason of inflammation
of the lungs or Lung Fever of which he suffered a severe attack. The disease mentioned was
contracted under the following circumstances or causes, viz: Exposure to rain and cold while laboring
and inadequate protection or shelter from the weather at night, sleeping on the ground not being
provided at the time with suitable quarters. That prior to this said Lewis Eller was apparently a
healthy man but after the attack above mentioned his health continued poor and his lungs suffered
disease up to the date of his discharge.
The facts aforesaid are known to affiant by reason of actual presence and frequent observations of
claimant during the. time remembered, being commander of Co. B, its adjoining Co. and having
always fancied said Eller particularly noticed his condition and having afterwards paid him while he
was an inmate of Patent Office Hospital, and noticed his condition.
He further declares that he has no interest in said case and is not concerned in its prosecution.

<Wnv. <fP. 0~ 1
late Lt. Col. 19th Ind. Vols.
Subscnbed and sworn to before me this 11th day of May 1878. The affiant is the person he represents
himself to be and is a credible witness. I am not interested in this claim. Witness my hand and seal
the day and year above written.

~ <ftJ.

1

.J/10.o.rv,

Clerk Wayne Circuit Court

Lt. Col. William W. Dudley lost a leg at the Battle of Gettysburg. He became Commisioner of Military
Pensions after the war and was named a brevet brigadier general. He also wrote a book, The Iron Brigade at
Gettysburg, Cincinatti:Dudley 1879.
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CIVIL WAR RECORDS
Name: Lewis Eller, Company G, 19th Regiment Indiana Infantry
Source: Military Pension Record
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408
Date:
18 May 1878
State oflndiana
County ofMarion
In the matter ofPension Claim No. 166.458 ofLewis Eller Claimant.
Personally came before me a Notary Public in and for aforesaid County and State J. N. Green M.D.
a citizen ofthe city oflndianapolis County and State aforesaid well known to me to be reputable and
entitled to credit, and who being duly sworn, declares in relation to aforesaid case as follows:
That he was Assistant Surgeon of the 19th Reg't. Ind. Vols. in the late Civil War. That he knew
Lewis Eller who was a private in Co. G in said Reg't. and is Claimant in this case. That in September
1861 said Lewis Eller contracted disease of the lungs while in the service and was treated by affiant
at Patent Office U.S. General Hospital Washington D.C. in the months of September, October and
November of said year. That said Claimant had at the time suffered a severe attack of fever attended
with inflammation of the lungs, and said fever at the time caused varicose veins ofleft leg.
He further declares that he has no interest in said case and is not concerned in its prosecution.

c7%. J/reuv
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 18th day of May 1878. The affiant is the person he
represents himself to be and a credible witness. I am not interested in this claim. Witness my hand
and seal.

~g:q;~
Notary Public
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CIVIL WAR RECORDS
Name: Lewis Eller, Company G, 19th Regiment Indiana Infantry
Source: Military Pension Record
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408
Date: 5 October 1878
State oflndiana
County ofNoble
Personally appeared before me, Henry Wakerman a Justice of the Peace in and for the state and
county aforesaid, Dr. S. T. Williams, who is a reputable physician and whose statements are entitled
to full credit, who being by me duly sworn, on oath says, that he is personally acquainted with Lewis
Eller, late a private of Co. G, 19th Reg't. Ind. Vols. and now an applicant for Invalid Pension Claim
No. 166.458, and that he has been acquainted with said Eller from 1869 to the present time, and that
he the said Eller resided in Kendallville, Noble County, Indiana from 1869 to May 1875, and during
the whole of my acquaintance with said Eller, I knew him to be suffering from lung disease (Phthisis
Pulmonalis) and that he is now suffering from said lung disease, and that in my opinion said lung
disease is incurable, and further that during the above time viz. from 1869 to 1875 I frequently
prescribed for and treated said Eller for said lung disease, dates of treatment not remembered, as Eller
paid for said treatment at the time and no account or memorandum of said treatment was kept.
I would further state, that I have no interest, either directly or indirectly in said claim or its
prosecution.

J.

fT.

<f!Jillionz&, M.D. of

Kendallville, Noble County, Indiana
I would further state that Lewis Eller who is referred to above, was a man of good habits.

J.

fT.

<f/Jillionz& M.D.

Subscribed and sworn in before me this 5th day of October 1878 and I hereby certify that I have no
interest in the above claim.

!l1Uu;y <f!Jabnuuu J.P.
Certificate of Official Chan~e is on file in Pension Office at Washington D.C.
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L'{DIANA VOLUNTEERS.

N .&.:!I.E

Residence.

AND RANlt.

Wood, Samuel.. ............
Wood, George W...........
Wood, John P ..............
Wyman, Samuel.. .........
Young, Israel. ..............

Ma.rlon
Marion
)[a.rion
:Uarion
liarlon

p_ate or
Muster.
1861.

co ......... July
co ......... July
co ......... July
co ......... July
co ......... July

I

REXARKS.

29 .... ..
29 .... ..

29 .... ..
29 .... ..

29 .... ..

Recruit&.

.

Jackson, William ......... Deln.ware co .....
Lamb, Peter................. :Hancock co .......
Pursley, Lafayette ..............................
Sullivan, Patrick ......... Randolph co....
Ward·, Tb~odore ............ Hancock co ......

Aug. 29,'62 .. Appointed Corporal; transferred to 20th Reg.
:\lar. 8, '&l .... Transferred to 20th Reg't.
[20th Rcg't.
Nov. 25,'61 .. Veteran; wounded, Wiluerness; transfHred to
AprilS, '62.. Transferred to 20th Regiment.
Mar. 8,'6-l....
"
"
"

ENLISTED :MEN OF CO::M:PANY "G."
N .&.:!IE

AND

R.a.:sx.

Residence.

RElURiiS.

Fir3t Ser!Jeant.
Baxter, Charles K ........ Waterloo City ... July 29 ...... Promoted 2d Lieutenant.

&rgtanu.
Waldschmidt, Julius..... oshen .............. July
Keller, John L .............. Elkhart co ........ July
Stuner, Solomon L ...... Elkhn.rt co........ July
Bonar, SamuelS ........... Elkhart co ........ July

29 ...... Promoted 2d Lieutenant.
29 ...... Died Oct. ltl, '61..
29 ..... .
29 ...... Killed at Gainesville, Aug. 28, '62.

Corporal~.

Evans, James W ........... Elkhart co ........ July
Wise, Frederick ............ Elkhart co ........ July
!t[yeu, Frederick ......... Elkhart co ........ July
Criswell, John H .......... Elkhart co........ July
Ca.mpl>ell, George B ...... Elkhart co........ July
B~~otes, Oscar C.............. Elkhart co ........ July
Irnho!f, Zephaniah B ... Elkha.rt co ........ July
Kulp, George H ............ Elkhart co ........ July

29 .... ..
29 .... ..
29 .... ..
29 ...... Vet'n; transferred to 20th Regiment.
29 ...... Died Sept. 2-l, 'til,
29 ...... Veteran; transferred to 20th Regiment.
29 ...... Died Sept. 15, '61.
29 ...... Wounded.

Mu•iciana.

Dillin!ts, Charles........... Elkha.rt co ........ July 29 .... ..
Kreigbaum, George W .. Elkhart co ........ July 29 .... ..
Wa!Toner.
Bugbee, Cyrus F ........... Elkhart co........ July 29 ..... .
Privaltl •

•

•\dams, James .............. Elkha.rt co ........ July
•\ltmnn, John P ........... Elkhart co ........ July
Altman, Samuel ............ Elkhart co ........ Jnly
Altenburg, Henry E ..... Elkhart co ........ July
Audrews, Isaac ............ Elkhart coM ...... July
Andre,vs, Caraon .......... Elkhart co ........ July
Bartlett, Cyrus J ......... Elkha.rt co........ July
Balch, William L ......... Elkhart co........ July
Bu3esel, William .......... Elkhart co........ July
Bethel, William E ........ Elkhart co........ uly
Bowman, Peter ............ Elkhart co........ uly
Burn, John .................. Elkhart co........ July
Busz, Henry L .............. Elkhart co ........ July
Ca.mpbell, Ellison TM ... Elkhart coM ...... July
Campbell, John A ......... Elkhart co........ July
Carter, Theodore F ....... Elkhart co ........ July
Camp, Joseph ............... Flkhart co........ July
Chilcont, Daniel ............ Elkha.rt co........ July
Cleland, John ............... Elkhart co ........ July
Coats, Ralph ................ Elkhart co........ July
Cravens, Edward ......... Elkhart co........ July
Crabtree, Abijah R ...... Elkhart co....... July
Critchet, George A........ Elkha.rt co ........ July
Davi~, Curtis ............... Elkhart co........ July
D~nman, Samuel M ...... Elkhart eo ........ July
Dennis, G1!orge ............. Elkhart c:o........ July
Defrance, Arthur ......... Elkhart co........ July
~ivel~eas, Daniel ......... Elkhart co........ July
own1ng, John ............ Elkhart co........ July
Eller, LewlsM ............... Elkhart co........ July
E!liott, Henry C........... Elkhart co........ July
Ftaher, William G......... Elkhart co........ July

332

29 ...... Wounded a.t Petersburg; transf'd fo 20th Reg •
1!9 .... ..
29 ...... Killed at Ga.inesYille Aug. 2S, '62.
29......
[20th Reg't.
29 .... ;. Veteran; wounded, Wilderness; transferred to
29 ...... Vet.; wounded Petersb'g; tr'f'd to 20th Reg.
29 .... ..
29 ...... Vet.; wounded Petersb'g; tr'f'd to 20th Reg.
29 .... ..
29 ...... Died at .WD.shington, Sept. 15, '61.
29 .... ..
29 .... ..
29 .... ..
29 ...... Mustered out July 28, '64.
29 ..... .
29 ...... Died, wounds received at Gainesville.
29"""
29 .... ..
29 .... ..
29 ...... Vetcro.n; killed, Wilderness, May 5, '&l.
29 .... ..
29 .... ..
29 .... ..
29 ...... Veteran; transferred to 20th Regiment.
29 .... ..
29 .... ..
29 .... ..
29 ...... Vet.; killed at Petersburg, June 18, '&l.
29 ... ;..
29 ...... Wounded June 3,'64; mustered out July 28,'64.
29 ..... .
29 ...... App'd musician; died Oct. 24, '61.
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NINETEENTH REGIMENT INFANTRY

N .uu: A !I'D

R.A.!i'E.

Residence.

Date or
Muster.
18Gl.

REMAB&I.

Fry, William H ............ ,Elkhart co........ July29 ........ Mustered out July 28, '&&.
F1·ey, John ................... Elkhart co........ July29 ...... ..
Gaylord, Henry D ......... Elkhart co........ July 29....... ..
George, 1\lllo................. Elkhart co........ July 29......... Died Dec. 18, 'G1.
Grey, Thomas ............... Elkhart co........ July29 ...... ..
Grey, John ................... Elkhart co ........ July 29......... Yeteran; transferred to 20th Regt.
Hague, lthmar ............ Elkhart co....... July 29........ Veteran; w'ded, Wild'nat; transf'd 20th Regt.
Haskins, Amos G ......... Elkhart co........ July 29........ Veteran; killed May 6, '&&at Wilderness.
Hadley, Milton .............. Elkhart co ........ July 29....... .
Hagle, Darius ............... Elkhart co........ July 29........
[tnn~ferred to 20th Regt.
Hogue, Clinton .............. Elkhart co........ July 29........ Vet'n; w'ded B. Mountain and Petersburg;
Humphrey•t!hraortea. Elkhart co........ July 29........ Mustered out July 28, '64.
Ingraham, maraha.ll ..... Elkhart co........ July 29....... ..
,Teselea, Joseph W ......... Elkhart co........ July 29........ .
Juday, Adam ............... Elkhart co ........ July 29......... Killed at Wilderness May 5, 'M.
Kelley, Franklin S ....... Elkhart co........ July29........ Died Oct. 12, '61.
Knight, James .............. Elkhart co........ July 29......... Died Sept 23, '62, or w'ds rec'd at Antietam.
K ulp, Daniel ................ Elkhart co........ July 29 ....... .
Lent, Joseph W. I •••.•... Elkhart co........ July29 ....... .
Lloyd, James W ........... Elkhart co........ July29 ........ Died Nov. 25 1 '61.
l\Iarks, William H ........ Elkhart co........ July 29 ....... .
ll!cGuire, Conn ............. Elkhart co........ July 29...... ..
1\Icl\Ieans, Caleb W ....... Elkhart co ........ ~uly29 ...... ..
Moo!e, Abraham ........... Elkhart co........ July 29...... ..
1\epper, Daniel. ............ Elkhart co........ July29 ....... .
Neal, Enoch T .............. Elkhart co........ July 29........ Veteran; transferred 20th Regt.
Rigby, James ............... Elkhart co ........ July29 ........ Veteran; killed, Petersburg, June 18, 'G4.
Rodarmer, George H ..... Elkhart co........ July 29......... Died Sept. 6, '61.
Rowe, Perry, ............... Elkhart co........ July 29...... ..
Sams, Francis III ........... Elkhart co........ July 29....... .
Shafer, John W ............ Elkhart co ........ July29........ Promoted let Lieutenant.
Shirts, John Ill.. ........... Elkhart co........ July 29........ Vet'n; w'ded, Wild'nn, transf'd to 20th Regt.
Silk worth, John ........... Elkhart co........ July 29....... .
Smith, Edward ............. Elkhart co ........ July 29........ Veteran; transferred to 20th Regt.
Smith, Henry ............... Elkhart co........ July 29........ Wounded.
Smith, William B ......... Elkhart co........ Jnly29 ....... .
Snyder, Joseph ............. Elkhart co........ July 29........ .
Spitler, John M. F ........ Elkhart co........ July 29......... Vet'n; w'ded Wild'nas, transf'd to 20th Regt.
Starnes, Ell ... ............... Elkbll.rt co........ ~~Jy29 ........ Vet'd; capt'd May 21, 'tl4; ~ransf'd 20th Regt.
Stone, Edward A .......... Elkhart co........ ~uly29 ........ Wounded at South Mountain.
S"·ift, Henry ................ Elkhart co........ July 29...... ..
Thompson, George W ... Elkhart co........ July 29........ W'ded May 12, '64; mustered out July 28,'64.
Turner, Benjamin ......... Elkhart co... _ ... July 29........ Vet'n; Capt'd May 21, 'G4; tranard, 20th Begt.
t:pham, Sil88 S............. Elkhart co........ July 29......... Died July 11, '63, w'da rec'd Gettysburg. ·
Walter, Cyrus C........... Elkhart co........ July29 ....... .
Warner, George ............ Elkhart co ........ July 29.... .... .
Ward. Daniel V............ Elkhart co ........ i-!uly29........ Died Sept. 9, '61.
Whitney, Warren W ..... Elkhart co........ ~uly 29....... ..
Wolfti, Christian ........... Elkhart co........ July 29M ..... .
Young, Clouse ............... Elkhart co........ July29....... Veteran; transferred to 20th Begt.
Recruit..
Burns, John A-............ Delaware co ...... Dec. •. '63 ... Capt'd Wild'nss, transferred to 20th Begt.
Cox, William lt" ........................................ Aug. 18, '62 Transferred to 20th Begt.
Dal'idaon, David A................................... Dec, 3, '63....
"
"
"
Fi&k, Elias S................. Dekalb co ......... Dec. 26, '63. Wounded, Wild'ns1; tranaf'd 20th Begt.
Fi&k, Warren ............... Dekalb co ......... Dec. 7, '63 ... Transferred to 20th Begt.
Flanagan, George J ................................ Mar. 12, '62
" ·
"
"
·
Kennelly, Timothy ................................. Sept. 2, '62.. Veteran; transferred to 20th Regt.
lllorgan, John B ........... Greene co ......... Mar. 1, '64.• Tranaferred to 20th Begt.
Serry, Alvin D.............. Dekalb co ......... Jan. 7, 'M...
"
"
,..
"
"
• "
Snow, Benjamin J ........ Ca11 co ............. Mar. 1, 'M..
Shirts, Bl'muel L ........... Clinton co ......... Mar. 12, 'M W'ded, Wild'nae, tranaft~rnd to 20th Regt.
Shirts, Michael.. .......... Dekalb eo ......... April 20, 'tl4 Trantferred to 20th Regt.
Smith, Mo1e1 ............... Dekalb co ......... Dec. 6, '63...
"
"
"
Warrick, Joeeph B ........ Greene co ......... Mar. 1, '64"
"
"

ENLISTED MEN OF COMPANY 11 H."
Residence.

I ~~~e~~ I
1861.

Jh:M.a.a~:a.

Finl &rgeanl.

Jelr, William ................ Edinburg ......... July 29.:. ...... P;romoted ht Lieutenant.

~.

Hart, Patrick H ........... Edinbur~t ••••••••• Jul:r 29M...... Promoted
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Ia~ ~leu tenant.
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Obituary ot Lewts hller
from the Mishawaka Enterprise, 14 Nov 1879, p 2
St. Joseph County, Indiana
date of death 10 Nov 1879
:tllll.f 50 1 JOt BU IUllf: ll

..... ':'~·--- --·--- - - -

u~c runnlng.agnin nc~t t~ni'y lnst .1\·cck Tburedny cvcr~ng. They in· their pnnctillllll~
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EI;t.ERS IN THE UNION ARMY DURING THE CIVIL WAft
by George C. Eller III
This is the first in a series of articles about Ellers who served during the Civil War. I plan to
include an article about one or two men in each future issue of The Eller Chronicles. Each article
will include a summary of the soldier's Military Service Record, all correspondence from his Military
Pension Records and a briefhistory of the Regiment that he served in. Although Ellers served in both
the Confederate and Union annies, I will be concentrating on Ellers from Indiana. This ambitious
goal may take many years to complete as the list I have compiled so far contains thirty-nine names.
These names are from card files compiled from the original muster rolls on record at the
Indiana State Archives in Indianapolis and at the Allen County Public Library in Ft. Wayne, Indiana.
Additional records from the South Bend Public Library listed an Eller from Indiana that served with
the 49th Regiment Ohio Infantry. This list does not include Ellers that may have served in the navy
or in units from other states, except for the aforementioned Ohio regiment. Some of the names may
be duplicates of the same person serving in a second unit or a unit that was redesignated. It is
probably not a comprehensive listing of all Ellers from that state that served during the war.
I have histories of all regiments from Indiana that contain Eller men on their rosters. This is
from the book by Ann Turner, Guide to Indiana Civil War Manuscripts, Indiana Civil War
Centennial Commission, 1965, Indianapolis, available from the Indiana State Archives. This will
greatly help in forming a picture of each soldier's experience during the war.
Among the list of names, I found that Lewis Eller served with the 19th Regiment Indiana
Infantry of the famous "Iron Brigade". William Eller served with the 11th Regiment Indiana Infantry
known as "Wallace's Zouaves" the most famous of the western Zouave regiments. The regiment was
raised by Colonel Lew Wallace a lawyer, author and Mexican War veteran. Lew Wallace later
became the youngest major-general in the Union Army, but he is best known as the author ofthe
novel Ben H ur.
Three men will be covered in this issue. Henry Eller, served in Company H, 39th Regiment
Indiana Infantry which later became the 8th Regiment Indiana Cavalry, and two first cousins, Henry
B.A. Eller and James William Eller served in Company I, 1Oth Regiment Indiana Cavalry. (Note
that James William Eller should not be confused with another first cousin, James Wright Eller who
served in the 22nd Indiana Infantry). Henry B.A. Eller and James William Eller were descendants of
the immigrant Christian Eller.
As mentioned earlier, I have included a summary of the their Military Service Records, all
correspondence from James William Eller's Military Pension Records and a brief history of the
Regiments in which they served. Most of the documents have been transcribed and spelling
corrected, although some copies of original documents are included.
If any of our members has a special interest in any of the men from the list I have compiled,
please feel free to let me know. I will cover them first in the issues to follow. Also, we welcome
other stories about Ellers in the Civil War, both Union and Confederate. Dr. Byron H. Eller has in
the past contributed many fine articles on this subject. In the November 1988 issue ofThe Eller
Chronicles, he submitted an article containing a list of 136 soldiers with the Eller name who served
from both sides during the Civil War. The list contained each soldier's rank, company, regiment and
state. This information is very useful when applying for Military and Pension records from the
National Archives. Details are included in this article on how to obtain the Military Service Records
and Military Pension Records of Civil War soldiers from the National Archives in Washington, DC.
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CIVIL WAR RECORDS
Name: Eller (various)
Source: Indiana Civil War Veterans List (general index cards on microfilm)
Place: Allen County Public Library
Indiana State Archives
Historical Geneology Department
140 N. Senate Avenue, Rm 117
P.O. Box 2270
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2296
Ft. Wayne, Indiana 46801
(317) 232-3660
(219) 421-1200, extension 4 (Geneology)
Date: 7 September 1994

Eller Civll War Veterans
State of Indiana
Name:

Regiment:

Rank:

Andrew Eller
Andrew J. Eller
Benjamin Eller
David Eller
David Eller
Emanuel Eller
Ephraim Eller
Fernando C. Eller
Henry Eller
Henry Eller
Henry Eller
Henry Eller
Henry B.A. Eller
Henry B.A. Eller
Homer C. Eller
Isaac Eller
Isaac P. Eller

79th Indiana Infantry
79th Indiana Infantry
79th Indiana Infantry
79th Indiana Infantry
149th Indiana Infantry
32nd Indiana Infantry
147th Indiana Infantry
13 2nd Indiana Infantry
39th Indiana Infantry 1
54th Indiana Infantry
133rd Indiana Infantry
155th Indiana Infantry
1Oth Indiana Cavalry
54th Indiana Infantry
29th Indiana Infantry
31st Indiana Infantry
20th Battery
Indiana Light Artillery
54th Indiana Infantry
82nd Indiana Infantry
31st Indiana Infantry
22nd Indiana Infantry
1Oth Indiana Cavalry
34th Indiana Infantry
145th Indiana Infantry
22nd Indiana Infantry
145th Indiana Infantry
147th Indiana Infantry

Private (deserted 21 Sept. 1862, Louisville, Kentucky)
Private (died 12 Feb. 1863, Murfreesboro, Tenn.)
Private
Private (died of typhoid 8 April1864, Knoxville, Tenn.)
Private
Second Lieutenant/Captain
Sergeant
Private
Private (died of typhoid 31 Dec. 1861, Louisville, Kentucky)
Sergeant
Private/Sergeant
Private
Private/Bugler (disability discharge 20 June 1865, St. Louis, MO.)
Private
Musician (drummer boy)
Private (disability discharge 29 Mar. 1862, Pittsburg Landing, Tenn.)
Private

Isaac P. Eller
James H. Eller
James M. Eller
James W. Eller
James W. Eller
John Eller
John Eller
John Eller
John W. Eller
Joseph Eller

Private
Wagoner
Wagoner (died of disease 31 July 1862, New Albany, Indiana)
Private
Private
Private
Lieutenant & Quartermaster
Corporal (wounded Missionary Ridge, 25 Nov. 1863)
Corporal
Private

1

39th Indiana Infantry became 8th Indiana Cavalry 2 Apri/1864
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Name:

Regiment:

Rank:

Joseph Eller
Lewis Eller
Louis Eller
Marion Eller
Martin Eller
Peter Eller

153rd Indiana Infantry
19th Indiana Infantrjl
32nd Indiana Infantzy
13 2nd Indiana Infantry
13th Indiana Infantry
4th Battery
Indiana Light Artillery
132nd Indiana Infantry
130th Indiana Infantry
22nd Indiana Infantzy
79th Indiana Infantry
11th Indiana Infantryl
49th Ohio Infantzy

Private
Corporal
Private/Corporal (disability discharge 24 Apri/1862)
Private
Private/Corporal
Private

Pulaski Eller
Samuel Eller
Thomas Eller
Thomas J. Eller
William Eller
Youston Eller

Private
Private
Private
Private (killed 2 Jan. 1863, battle Stones River, Murfreesboro, Tenn.)
Private
Corporal

Notes:
Regiments shown underlined are listed among Fox's Fighting 300 in William F. Fox's monumental study Regimental Losses
in the American Civil War published in 1898. These regiments lost atleast 130 troops from deaths or deaths from wounds.
During the Civil War, Indiana recruited 196,363 troops for the Union (14% of the state population) and ranked 5th among the states
in terms of manpower recruited for service in the Union Army (7% of the Army). Information from The Civil War Book
of Lists, Combined Books, 1993.
Civil War records may be obtained through the National Archives by requesting National Archives Form NATF-80

(Order for Copies of Veterans Records), filling it out and returning it to:
General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408
You will need to know the veteran's full name, branch of service (i.e: Army, Navy, Marines), the state from which he served
and if he was Union or Confederate. If you are requesting both the Military and Pension records, you will need to fill out one
form for each type. If the record is found, there is a ten dollar charge for copies.

2

19th Indiana Infantry was part of the famous Iron Brigade, also known as the Black Hat Brigade
or simply The Black Hats (1st Brigade, 1st Division, 1st Corps) an all western unit made up
of the 19th Indiana, 24th Michigan, 2nd, 6th and 7th Wisconsin Regiments. The Iron Brigade was the
only all western brigade that served in the east as part of the Army of the Potomac and had one of the
most notable records of any Federal brigade that served during the war.
3

llth Indiana Infantry was a Zouave Regiment commanded by Colonel Lew Wallace
(later General), the author of the novel Ben Hur, the basis for the movie starring Charlton
"C6e -E(['eT ctl;ronkfee
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CIVIL WAR RECORDS
Name: Henry Eller (his lineage not known at this time)
Source: Military Service Record
Indiana State Archives
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration 140 N. Senate Avenue, Rm 117
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2296
Washington, DC 20408
Date: 30 June 1995

Henry Eller
Company H, 39th Regiment Indiana Infantry
(later became 8th Regiment Indiana Cavalry)
Private Henry Eller joined for duty and emolled 1 November 1861 at Camp Nevin, Kentucky.
According to the Company Descriptive Book, he was 20 years old, 5 feet 7 inches tall, of light
complexion with hazel eyes and light colored hair. He was born in Indiana. His occupation was listed
as farmer. He had been enlisted by Captain Thomas Graham at Camp Nevin, Kentucky.
He was listed on the Company Muster Rolls for 28 Aug. to 31 Dec. 1861 and Jan./Feb. 1862.
He was absent on furlough from 21 Dec. 1861 to 21 Jan. 1862. He died of" camp fever" (a term then
used for typhoid fever) at the General Hospital in Louisville, Kentucky 31 Dec. 1861.
He was listed on the Company Muster-Out Roll dated 20 July 1865 in Lexington, North
Carolina. His place, date and cause of death were listed under remarks.
A Casualty Sheet penned by his Company Commander, Captain Thomas Graham indicated
that Henry had received no pay yet and but the following articles of clothing: 1 pr. pants, 1 overcoat,
2 shirts, 1 pr. drawers, 1 blouse, 1 blanket, 1 haversack, 1 canteen, 1 gum blanket and 1 pr. straps.
His personal effects were delivered to his father, he being present at his death.

39th Indiana Infantry
A Brief History of the Regiment During the Civil War
"The Thirty-Ninth Regiment was organized as an infantry regiment, at
Indianapolis, on the 29th of August 1861, and early in September left for Kentucky.
After encamping first on Muldraugh's Hill, near Elizabethtown, and next at Camp
Nevin, on Nolan Creek, and Camp Wood, on Green River, it marched with Buell's 1
army to Nashville. From Nashville it moved to the Tennessee River, and was
engaged in the battle of Shiloh on the 7th of April 1862, losing two killed and thirtyfour wounded - total loss thirty-six.
After the engagement at Shiloh, it encamped on the field until the army
marched toward Corinth, when it moved with it, participating in the siege of that
place. When the siege was raised it marched, with Buell's army, through Northern
Alabama to Bridgeport, and from thence to Nashville. It then moved, with the same
army, into Kentucky as far as Louisville, and then through the state in pursuit of
Braggl. Returning to Nashville in November, it marched with Rosecrans' 3 army, in
the direction of Murfreesboro, particip~tin~ in the battle of Stone River on the 31st
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of December 1862, and 1st and 2nd of January 1863. In this engagement the
regiment suffered severely, especially in missing - the loss being thirty-one killed, one
hundred and eighteen wounded and two hundred and thirty-one missing; total three
hundred and eighty.
The Thirty-Ninth remained in camp near Murfreesboro for some months after
the battle, and in Apri11863, was mounted, and served as mounted infantry through
the campaign of that year. On the 6th of June it reinforced the 2nd Indiana Cavalry
on the Shelbyville road near Murfreesboro, and had a sharp fight with Wheeler's4
Cavalry. Subsequently it took part in skirmishes at Middleton and Liberty Gap, and
during the forward movement upon Chattanooga engaged the enemy at Winchester.
On the 19th and 20th of September it participated in the battle of Chicamauga, and,
also, took part in an expedition into East Tennessee after Champ Ferguson.
Authority being given to change the organization from Infantry to Cavalry,
Companies "L" and "M" were organized in September 1863, and on joining the
command in the field, the regiment was, on the 15th of October 1863, reorganized
as the Eighth Cavalry. In December the regiment was placed on courier duty
between Chattanooga and Ringold, and on the 22nd of February 1864, it re-enlisted
as a Veteran organization. In April the regiment visited Indiana on Veteran furlough,
and on returning to the field participated in the Rousseau5 raid into Alabama. One
battalion of the regiment fought and routed a rebel brigade on the Coosa river, taking
many prisoners, and again routed the enemy at Chehaw Bridge, Alabama. It took
part in the McCook6 raid around Atlanta, and was the only regiment that preserved
its organization and made a charge on the enemy, routing him and opening the way
for the escape of twelve hundred men ofMcCook's command. The regiment was
next engaged in the Kilpatrick7 Raid in Georgia, and at the battle of Lovejoy Station
led the charge ofthe left wing, riding over Ross' division of rebel cavalry, capturing
all ofhis artillery and four battle flags. It was subsequently engaged in the battles of
Jonesboro and Flint River, and in several skirmishes that followed the capture of
Atlanta.
In the campaign against Savannah and through the Carolinas, it marched with
Kilpatrick's command to Savannah and thence to Goldsboro. In this campaign it
participated in the battles and skirmishes at Waynesboro, Buckhead Church,
Browne's Cross Roads, Reynold's Farm, Aiken, Bentonville, Averysboro and
Raleigh. In the engagement at Averysboro this regiment, under Col. Jones, charged
and routed Rhett's South Carolina brigade of infantry, which outnumbered it ten to
one. The Eighth Cavalry lost fourteen killed and fifty-nine wounded.
A detachment of the regiment, left behind in Tennessee, fought Wheeler at
Franklin and at several other places, and also, had a severe engagement with Forrest8
at Pulaski, Tennessee.
While at Savannah, in pursuance of the orders of Gen. Sherman, the
remaining veterans and recruits of the Third Indiana Cavalry were on the 20th of
February 1865, tranferred to and consolidated with the Eighth Cavalry - the
consolidated force bearing the designation of the latter regiment.
After the occupation of a portion of North Carolina by Sherman's army, and
just before the negotiations were ooen between Johnson9 and Sherman, the Eighth
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Cavalry whipped Hampton's 10 entire force at Morrisville, and thus had the honor of
fighting the last battle with the enemy in that State. The regiment remained on duty
in North Carolina until the 20th of July, 1865, when it was mustered out of service,
and soon after started for home. Reaching Indianapolis during the last week of July,
it was present at a public reception given to returned troops in the Capitol grounds
on the 31st of July, at which speeches were made by Lieutenant Governor Conrad
Baker and General Hovey, and, in a few days afterward, the regiment was finally
discharged.
The regiment, during its term of service, has borne on its rolls 2,500 men, and
has had nine officers killed in battle. It has lost about three hundred in prisoners, and
captured from the enemy over fifteen hundred men, one thousand stand of arms,
three railroad trains, fourteen hundred horses and mules, many wagons, fourteen
pieces of artillery, four battle flags and destroyed many miles of railroad.

1. Union general Don Carlos Buell.

2.Confederate general Braxton Bragg.
3.Union general William Starke Rosecrans.
4.Confederate cavalry general Joseph Wheeler.
5.Union general Lovell Rousseau.
6. Union general Edward McCook.

7.Union cavalry general Judson Kilpatrick, "Killcavalry".
8.Confederate cavalry general Nathan Bedford Forrest.
9.Confederate general Joseph E. Johnson, commander of the Confederate Army ofTennessee.
10.Cof?federate cavalry general Wade Hampton.
(Ann Turner, Guide to Indiana Civil War Manuscripts, Indiana Civil War Centennial
Commission. 1965, Indianapolis, pp 131-132, thru Indiana State Archives).

Editor's note:
During the Civil War, more soldiers died from disease than in battle. The second highest killer
of diseases was typhoid fever (also called "camp fever"), which, according to Union medical records,
caused the death of29,336 Union soldiers. (Philip Katcher, The Civil War Source Book, Facts On
File, 1992, New York, p 120) and (William C. Davis, The Fighting Men of the Civil War,
Salamander Books Ltd, 1991, New York, p 188)
On the next page is a copy ofthe actual letter about Henry Eller's death, written by his
Company Commander, Captain Thomas Graham.
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CIVIL WAR RECORDS
Name: Henry B. A. Eller (George, John, George, Christian Eller)
Source: Military Service Record
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408
Date: 30 June 1995

Henry B. A. Eller
Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry
Private I Bugler Henry B. A. Eller joined for duty and enrolled 29 December 1863 in
Bloomington, Indiana for a period of three years. According to the Company Muster-In Roll dated
30 Apri11864 in Columbus, Indiana, he had been mustered by First Lieutenant W. F. Melbourne, 15th
U.S. Infantry, 14 January 1864 and was paid a bounty of $60. His residence was listed as Van Buren
Township, Monroe County, Congressional District 3, State of Indiana.
According to the Company Descriptive Book, he was 18 years old, 5 feet 10 inches tall, of
dark complexion with hazel eyes and dark colored hair. He was born in Monroe County, Indiana.
His occupation was listed as furmer. He had been enlisted by J. S. Buskirk in Bloomington, Indiana.
He was listed as present on the various Company Muster Rolls dated March!April, May/June,
July/Aug., Sept./Oct., Nov./Dec. 1864. His second enlistment appointed 15 Jan. 1864. From 20
Feb. to June 1865 he was listed on the Hospital Muster Rolls as sick in No. 2 U.S.A. Hospital at
Vicksburg, Mississippi. On 20 June 1865 he was discharged at the U.S. General Hospital, Jefferson
Barracks, St. Louis, Missouri.
According to the Company Muster-Out Roll dated 31 August 1865 in Vicksburg, Mississippi,
he had last been paid 30 June 1864. Under the remarks it states that he had joined at the original
organization.
According to his Army Certificate of Disability for Discharge, he had chronic diarrhoea and
general debility and had done no duty for four months. He was considered unfit for the Veterans
Reserve Corps. Under General Order No. 77, War Dept Current Series, he was discharged at St.
Louis, Missouri on 20 June 1865.
Editor's note:
Sadly, Henry B. A. Eller died one month later, on 23 July 1865. He was 20 years old. Henry
is buried in the private Eller cemetery located 5 miles west of Bloomington, in Monroe County,
Indiana (see The Eller Chronicles Vol. VII, No. 3, August 1993, pp 179 and 205, in articles
submitted by Marjorie Barker McCormick oflndianapolis, Indiana). Henry B. A. Eller had served
with his first cousin, James William Eller, in Company I of the lOth Indiana Cavalry. Both were
afilicted by chronic diarhoea, although James lived into old age.
During the Civil War, more soldiers died from disease than in battle. The leading killer of
diseases was chronic diarhoea, which, according to Union medical records, caused the death of
30,836 Union soldiers. Acute diarhoea caused another 4,291 deaths. (Philip Katcher, The Civil War
Source Book, Facts On File, 1992, New York, p 120).
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CIVIL WAR RECORDS
Name: James William Eller (Henry, John, George, Christian Eller)
Source: Military Service Record
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
Indiana State Archives
National Archives and Records Administration
140 N. Senate Avenue, Rm 117
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2296
Washington, DC 20408
Date:
8 March 1995

James William Eller
Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry
Private James William Eller joined for duty and enrolled 26 November 1863 in Bloomington,
Indiana for a period ofthree years. According to the Company Muster-In Roll dated 30 April1864
in Columbus, Indiana, he had been mustered by First Lieutenant W. F. Melbourne, 15th U.S.
Infantry, 14 January 1864 and was paid a bounty of $60. His residence was listed as Van Buren
Township, Monroe County, Congressional District 3, State oflndiana.
According to the Company Descriptive Book, he was 18 years old, 5 feet 8 inches tall, of
light complexion with blue eyes and light colored hair. He was born in Monroe County, Indiana.
His occupation was listed as farmer. He had been enlisted by John McCrea in Bloomington,
Indiana.
He was listed as present on the various Company Muster Rolls dated March/April, July/Aug.,
Sept./Oct., Nov./Dec. 1864 and Jan./Feb. 1865. For 25 June 1864 he was listed as absent in Hospital
at Pulaski, Tennessee. In June 1865 he was in the regimental pack train. In July 1865 he was on extra
or daily duty.
According to the Company Muster-Out Roll dated 31 August 1865 in Vicksburg, Mississippi,
he had last been paid 28 Feb. 1865. Bounty paid to date was $180 and he was still due to be paid
$120. Under the remarks it states that he had joined at the original organization.

Tenth Indiana Cavalry
A Brief History of the Regiment During the Civil War

"The Tenth Cavalry - One Hundred and Twenty-Fifth Regiment - was
recruited during the fall and winter of 1863, its first camp of rendezvous being at
Vincennes, and the next at Columbus - the companies composing the regiment being
from the First and Third Congressional Districts. On the 2nd ofFebruary 1863, the
regiment was organized, with Thomas N. Pace as Colonel, but remained in the State
until the 3rd of May, when it moved (dismounted and armed as infantry) to
Nashville, and thence to Pulaski, Tennessee. During the progress ofthe Atlanta
campaign the regiment was stationed at Pulaski, Tennessee and Decatur, Alabama,
and was engaged in guarding the Northern Alabama Railroad, it being one of the
roads over which supplies were transported to Sherman's army. During that time it
had several skirmishes with forces under Roddy, Wheeler and Forrest. 1
On the 28th of September, the Tenth Cavalry fought the battle of Pulaski,
"C6e Elfet> ¢;1jr~fee
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with Forrest, losing one commissioned officer killed and two wounded, and seven
men killed and forty wounded. The detachment stationed at Decatur, under Major
Williamson, fought Hood's2 forces four days, commencing on the 26th of October.
The loss to the detachment, in this engagement, was four killed and eight wounded.
A portion of the regiment, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Gresham, fell
back on Nashville, and was engaged in the battles of Nashville, Little Harpeth,
Reynold's Hill and Sugar Creek, losing three field officers wounded, including the
commanding officer, and eight ~!len killed, forty wounded and seventy-five captured.
On the other hand the regiment, in these several engagements, captured from the
enemy four stands of colors and three-hundred men and officers, with their arms. In
December 1864 and January 1865, the detachment under Major Williamson, at
Decatur, after Hood had retreated across the river, participated in the battles of Flint
River, Indian Creek, Courtland and Mount Hope. It also succeeded in capturing ten
pieces of artillery, and one-hundred and fifty officers and men, and a supply train
consisting of one-hundred and fifty wagons and five-hundred mules. This ended the
campaign for the winter.
In February the detachments were again brought together, and the regiment,
under the command ofMajor Swallow, proceeded on steamers, down the Tennessee,
Ohio and Mississippi, to New Orleans, and thence to Mobile Bay. After landing, it
participated in the reduction of Spanish Fort and Fort Blakley, which resulted in the
surrender ofMobile. After the occupation of that city, the Tenth Cavalry proceeded
on an expedition northward to Eufaula and Montgomery, Alabama. After this it
marched to Columbus, Mississippi, and from thence moved across the State to
Vicksburg, reaching that city early in July. From that time until its muster out of
service, the regiment was engaged in garrisoning and patrolling the counties of
Holmes and Attalla in Mississippi. On the 28th of April 1865, the regiment lost
Captain Gaffuey, Lieutenant Twigg and Reeves, and thirty-five men, by the explosion
of the ill-fated steamer Sultana. These officers and men had been paroled at
Vicksburg, and were on their way home. The regiment also lost five men killed and
seventy wounded by railroad collision on the Louisville and Nashville railroad while
being transported in May 1864.
On the 31st of August 1865, the Tenth Cavalry was mustered out of service
at Vicksburg, Mississippi. On the 5th of September it arrived at Indianapolis with
twenty-eight officers and five-hundred and nineteen men for final payment and
discharge. On the following day, after partaking of a dinner prepared for them at the
Soldiers' Home, the officers and soldiers of the command marched to the State
grounds, where they were publicly welcomed home in addresses delivered by General
John L. Mansfield and Hon.! John H. Farquhar. The next day the regiment was
finally discharged from service."

1. Confederate cavalry generals, Roddy, Joseph Wheeler and Nathan Bedford Forrest.
2. Confederate general John Bell Hood.
(Ann Turner, Guide to Indiana Civil War Manuscripts, Indiana Civil War Centennial
Commission, 1965, Indianapolis, pp 326-327,thru Indiana State Archives).
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Jantes Williant EUer and the Tenth Indiana Cavalry

Typical cavalry men
of the Midwest, or
"Western States", as
they were called in
those days.

The ill-fated steamer Sultana, one of the largest of the Mississippi riverboats, with an
official capacity of 400 passengers.

Beside her 85 crew members, she
was carrying 1,900 Union army
parolees on their way home, 75
civilian passengers, 100 hogs, and
60 surplus army horses and mules
from Camp Fisk near Vicksburg,
Mississippi to Cairo, Illinois.
Seven miles north of Memphis,
Tennessee, around 2:00 a.m. on
April 27, 1865, one of her worn
out boilers exploded. The worst
marine disaster in U.S. history, an
estimated 1,585 lives were lost.
Among the dead were three officers and thirty-five men of the
Tenth Indiana Cavalry.
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JAMES WILLIAM ELLER - CIVIL WAft VETERAN
I Oth Indiana Cavalry
The following pages are from the Military Pension Records of James William Eller (Henry,
John, George, Christian Eller). These documents give information about the veteran's wartime injuries,
his places of residence after the war, and testimonies from those who knew him in and out of the
service. These documents help to form a better picture of his experiences during and after the war.
Although his Military Service Record indicated that James was 18 when he enlisted, he
admitted in a letter from his Pension Records (12 Feb 1912) that he was actually underage. In his
Declaration For Pension (27 July 1908), it states that he was born 29 May 1846, at Monroe County,
Indiana. This would have made him 17 years old when he enlisted 26 Nov 1863.
According to the testimony ofhis former First Sergeant, Wilson Adams (25 May 1889), James
was taken by a severe attack ofDiarrhoea, probably caused by change of water or heat, following a
long march from Louisville, Ky. to Pulaski, Tenn. during the summer of 1864. He stated that the
attack was so severe that James had to enter the hospital at Pulaski. Sergeant Adams recollected that
James was unable to perform his duties fully from that time forth during the balance of his term of
service. Adams also stated that James complained of the disease of piles as a consequence of
diarrhoea. He remembered that they had to give James light duty and favor him because of the
disease.
According to James Eller, in his Declaration For Invalid Pension (7 Aug 1866), due to the
effects of Chronic Diarrhoea, by August 1865, he became totally unable for service, and so continued
till he was discharged 31 August 1865. In a letter from his Pension Records (12 Feb 1912), he stated
that in Vicksburg, Miss. at the close of the war he was seriously sick from diarrhoea and piles; and for
a short time was in the hospital at Indianapolis, Indiana where they were finally discharged. James said
that from Dec 1865 to March 1866, he was confined to his bed with sickness, and was expected to
die any day.
James had served with his first cousin, Henry B. A. Eller, in Company I of the lOth Indiana
Cavalry. While in the service, both contracted chronic diarrhoea. Cousin Henry B. A. Eller died one
month after being discharged from his army service. During the Civil War, more soldiers died from
disease than in battle. The leading killer of diseases was chronic diarrhoea, which, according to Union
medical records, caused the death of30,836 Union soldiers. Acute diarrhoea caused another 4,291
deaths. (Philip Katcher, The Civil War Source Book, Facts On File, 1992, New York, p 120).
In the letter of 12 Feb 1912, James said that his father, who had also been in the service, was
opposed to his asking for a pension so long as he was able to care for him, or so long as he could care
for himself. He eventually applied for pension at the urging of his family physician, who had been a
surgeon during the Civil War.
According to his Declaration For Pension (27 July 1908), his places of residence since leaving
the service were: Exeter, Neb. 1872; Fairmont, Neb. 1873-1886; Omaha, Neb. 1886-1905; McPherson
County, Nebraska 1905-1908. His post office address was Tryon, McPherson County, Nebraska.
An article submitted by Marjorie Barker McCormack oflndianapolis, Indiana in The Eller
Chronicles Vol. VII, No.3, August 1993, pp 180-182 ,contained the following information. James
was born near Bloomington, Indiana on 29 May 1846. He was the first child of Henry Eller and his
second wife Elizabeth Nancy Shreve. James' father, Henry Eller, served in the U.S. Army during the
Civil War. James William Eller was married to Francis Hagar near Exeter, Nebraska on 28 Nov 1872.
James remarried 29 May 1921 to Louisa J. Milligan in Council Bluffs, Pottawattamie County, Iowa.
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CIVIL WAR RECORDS
Name: James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry
Source: Military Pension Record
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408
Date: 7 August 1866

DECLARATION FOR INVALID ARMY PENSION.
State oflndiana
County ofMonroe
On this 7th day of August, A.D. one thousand eight hundred and sixty six, personally appeared before
me, George Sheeks, Clerk of the Circuit Court, within and for the County and State aforesaid, James
W. Eller aged 20 years, a resident ofVan Buren Township in the County of Monroe, in the State of
Indiana, who being duly sworn according to law, declares that he is the identical James W. Eller, who
enlisted in the service of the United States at Bloomington, County of Monroe, State oflndiana, on
the 26th day ofNovember, in the year 1863, as a private in Company I, commanded by Captain James
E. Mathers, in the 1Oth Regiment of Indiana Cavalry Volunteers, in the war of 1861, and was
honorably discharged on the 31st day of August, in the year 1865, that while in the service aforesaid,
and in the line of his duty at a place called Vicksburg, or near there, in the State ofMississippi, on
or about the 15th day of July, 1865, he was attacked with a disease called Chronic Diarrhoea, brought
on by the exposure to which he was subjected, and by the water he was compelled to use, In August
he became totally unable for service, and so continued till he was discharged, August 31, 1865, And
since that time he has been unable for any labor whatever, being confined nearly all that time to his
bed.
Since leaving the service he has resided in Van Buren Township in the County of Monroe, in the State
oflndiana, and his occupation has been nothing, being entirely unable for any manual labor, having
been confined to his bed. When enrolled he was a farmer. And for the purpose of prosecuting his
claim, he hereby appoints John M. Landen, of Bloomington State oflndiana, his attorney in fact,
with power of substitution. He requests that his pension be paid at Madison State oflndiana. His
post office address is Bloomington, County of Monroe, and State oflndiana.

~<W.

0&r-

Signature of the Claimant
Also personally appeared Leroy H. Chase a resident of Monroe County, State oflndiana, and Little
B. Bray a resident ofMonroe County, State oflndiana, persons whom I certify to be respectable and
entitled to credit, and who, being by me duly sworn, say that they were present and saw James W.
Eller sign his name to the foregoing declaration and power of attorney, and they further swear that
they have every reason to believe, from the appearance of the applicant and their acquaintance with
him, that he is the identical person he represents himself to be; that they have known him for eight
years last past; that prior to enlistment he was a funner. Since leaving the service his habits have been
"Cije ~ITe-r Cljronicfu
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uniformly good, and his occupation has been nothing, as he has been unable for any manual labor.
They further state that they have no interest in the prosecution of this claim.

Signatures of the Witnesses:

~erqy%. B~

~ {l]. {lj~
Sworn to, acknowledged and subscnbed before me, this 7th day of August 1866, and I hereby certify
that the contents ofthe foregoing declarations of claimant and affidavit of witnesses was made known
to each of them before administering the oath; and that I have no interest, direct or indirect, in the
prosecution of this claim.

Official Signature:

//~JheeA&
Clerk Monroe
Circuit Court

Name: James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry
Source: Military Pension Record
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408
Date: 6Aprill867
Adjutant General's Office
Washington, D.C.
April 6, 1867
Sir:
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt from your Office of application for Pension No. 113,901,
and to return it herewith, with such information as is furnished by the files of this Office.

It appears from the Rolls on file in this Office, that James W. Eller was a Private in Co. I, 1Oth
Regiment oflnd. Cavalry Volunteers. On the Muster Roll of Co. "I" ofthat Regiment, dated Aug.
31, 1865, he is reported "Present" mustered out with Company. No evidence from the rolls that he
contracted Chronic Diarrhoea July 15, 1865.
I am, Sir, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
(name not legible)
Assistant Adjutant General
The Commissioner ofPensions,
't: 6e EITeT C6Tonic:fee
t>ofume xn. JMue .1
Washington, D.C.
)t)crp 1998

@

CIVIL WAR RECORDS
Name: James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry
Source: Military Pension Record
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408
Date:
11 April 1867
(CIRCULAR No.7)

Department of the Interior,
PENSION OFFICE.

Aprilll, 1867
Sir:
In the case of James W. Eller No. 113,901, late a Private, Co. I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry, it
is respectfully requested that you furnish this Office whatever evidence the rolls of said Regiment may
afford as to the applicant's service and disability and discharge. He alleges that he contracted Chronic
Diarrhoea at Vicksburg, Miss. on the 15th day of July 1865, and was discharged on the 31st day of
Aug. 1865.
Respectfully, yours,

Commissioner

Adjutant General, US.A.
Washington, D.C.
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CIVIL WAR RECORDS
Name: James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry
Source: Military Pension Record
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408
Date: 25 May 1889

State of Indiana
County ofMonroe
In the matter of the original Invalid Pension Claim No._ of James W. Eller on 25th day ofMay
A.D. 1889, personally appeared before me, a _ in and for the aforesaid County, duly authorized
to administer oaths Wilson Adams, aged 55 years a resident of Bloomington in the county of Monroe
and State of Indiana, well known to me to be reputable and entitled to credit, and who being duly
sworn, declares as follows: I was 2nd Sergeant and afterwards 1st Sergeant Co. "I" lOth Indiana
Cavalry in the war of the late rebellion and was well acquainted with James W. Eller of same Co. and
Reg't. Also I remember that in the summer A.D. 1864 while in camp at Pulaski, Tenn. said Eller was
taken with severe attack of Diarrhoea probably caused by change of water or heat. We had just been
on a long march from Louisville, Ky. to Pulaski, Tenn. at that time. The disease was so severe that
he had to enter hospital at Pulaski. From that time forth during balance of his term of service he was
badly disable for performance ofhis duty on account of said diarrhea and he complained of disease
of piles as a consequence of diarrhoea. I remember that we had to give him light duty and to favor
him on account of said disease. I am not interested.

1Pitwrv ../Uom&
Affiant's Signature.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this day, by the above named affiant; and I certify that I read said
affidavit to said affiant; and acquainted him with its contents before he executed the same; I further
certify that I am nowise interested in said case, nor am I concerned in the prosecution.

~fT.~
Justice ofthe Peace {sEAL}
Note.-This should be sworn to before a Clerk of Court, Notary Public, or Justice of the Peace. lfbefore a Justice or Notary,
then Clerk of Court must add his certificate of official character hereon. When complete return to SlURGES & LEWIS,
Attorneys, Omaha, Nebraska.
I _ Clerk of the County Court in and for aforesaid County and State, do certify that _Esq., who hath signed
his name to the foregoing affidavit was at the time of so doing_ in and for said County and State, duly commissioned and
sworn; that all his official acts are entitled to full faith and credit, and that his signature thereunto is genuine.
[SEAL]
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CIVIL WAR RECORDS
Name: James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry
Source: Military Pension Record
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408
5 June 1889
Date:

State ofNebraska
County ofDouglas
In the matter of the original Invalid Pension Claim No. 113901 of James W. Eller on 5th day of June
A.D. 1889, personally appeared before me, a Notary Public in and for the aforesaid County, duly
authorized to administer oaths James W. Eller, aged 43 years a resident of Omaha in the county of
Douglas and State ofNebraska, well known to me to be reputable and entitled to credit, and who
being duly sworn, declares as follows: My P.O. add. is No's. 7 & 8 Nebraska Nat. Bank Building
Omaha, Neb. Several years ago I filed a pension claim in U.S. Pension Bureau through an att'y. in
Washington, D.C. by name ofFitzgerald. That said Fitzgerald was debarred from practice, and no
further evidence has been filed to the best of my knowledge. I do not wish to have George E. Lemon
act as my att'y. but desire to have Heiram A. Sturges of Omaha, Neb. act as my att'y. of record in said
case.

~11/.

G'&r-

Affiant's Signature.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this day, by the above named affiant; and I certifY that I read said
affidavit to said affiant; and acquainted him with its contents before he executed the same; I further
certifY that I am nowise interested in said case, nor am I concerned in the prosecution.

(5~4.~
Notary Public
Note.-This should be sworn to before a Clerk of Court, Notary Public, or Justice ofthe Peace. If before a Justice or Notary,
then Clerk of Court must add his certificate of official character hereon. When complete return to STIJRGES & LEWIS,
Attorneys, Omaha, Nebraska.
I _Clerk of the County Court in and for aforesaid County and State, do certify that _Esq., who hath signed
his name to the foregoing affidavit was at the time of so doing_ in and for said County and State, duly commissioned and
sworn; that all his official acts are entitled to full faith and credit, and that his signature thereunto is genuine.

[sEAL]

Clerk of

CIVIL WAR RECORDS
Name: James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry
Source: Military Pension Record
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408
6 July 1889
Date:

State ofNebraska
County of Douglas
In the matter of the original Invalid Pension Claim No. 113901 of James W. Eller on 6th day of July
A.D. 1889, personally appeared before me, a Notary Public in and for the aforesaid County, duly
authorized to administer oaths James W. Eller, aged 43 years a resident of Omaha in the county of
Douglas and State ofNebraska, well known to me to be reputable and entitled to credit, and who
being duly sworn, declares as follows: I received medicine from the surgeonS. B. Lewis M.D. of
the 1Oth Indiana for the disease of diarrhoea, but the said surgeon does not remember me. He had
no occasion to recollect me. I cannot on that account secure any testimony from him. I have
introduced and offered the evidence ofmembers ofmy Co. & Reg't. to prove incurrence of disease
alleged and I ask that the same be accepted, as I am unable to furnish affidavit of surgeon or assist.
surg. ofthe Reg't.

~W.G'~
Affiant's Signature.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this day, by the above named affiant; and I certify that I read said
affidavit to said affiant; and acquainted him with its contents before he executed the same; I further
certify that I am nowise interested in said case, nor am I concerned in the prosecution.

rlhmle&~~
Notary Public
Note.-This should be sworn to before a Clerk of Court, Notary Public, or Justice of the Peace. If before a Justice or Notary,
then Clerk of Court must add his certificate of official character hereon. When complete return to S11JR.GES & LEWIS,
Attorneys, Omaha, Nebraska.
I _ Clerk of the County Court in and for aforesaid County and State, do certifY that _Esq., who hath signed
his name to the foregoing affidavit was at the time of so doing_ in and for said County and State, duly commissioned and
sworn; that all his official acts are entitled to full faith and credit, and that his signature thereunto is genuine.
[SEAL)

Clerk of

CIVIL WAR RECORDS

Name: James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry
Source: Military Pension Record
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408
Date:
31 December 1889
GENERAL AFFIDAVIT

State ofNebraska County ofDouglas S.S.
In the matter of the Pension Claim of James W. Eller who is an applicant for Orig. Inv. Pension
personally comes the affiant who being duly sworn, on oath, says that his age is 43 years.
I ask to be allowed to file evidence in my Original Invalid Pension Claim of neighbors and
acquaintances to prove the fact of continuous existence of the diseases of chronic diarrhoea and piles
from 1867 to 1875 for the reason that no medical testimony can be offered to prove the same.
Doctor Turner the physician who treated me in Bloomington, Indiana at different times from 1867
to 1871 is now dead, and I had no physicians from 1871 to about 1875. I was residing in Fillmore
Co. Nebr. and did not employ any physician, but used home remedies and took the best care of myself
that I could.
Affiant further swears his Post Office address is 938 N.Y. Life Ins. Co. Bldg. Omaha, Nebraska.

~<W.

g&r-

Affiant's Signature.

Subscribed and sworn before me this 31st day ofDecember 1889. The affiant is the person he
represents himself to be, and is a good and credible witness. I am not interested in this claim sought
to be established. Witness my hand and seal, day and year above written.

BAade&~
Notary Public
The contents were read to affiant before signing the same.

~
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CIVIL WAR RECORDS
Name: James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry
Source: Military Pension Record
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408
3 January 1890
Date:

GENERAL AFFIDAVIT
State oflndiana County of Monroe S.S.
In the matter of the Pension Claim of James W. Eller who is an applicant for Orig. Inv. Pension
personally comes the affiant who being duly sworn, on oath, says that his age is 42 years.
I was neighbor to and well acquainted with James W. Eller from the time of his discharge from the
army in 1865 until the said Eller moved away to Nebraska in 1871. I saw him frequently during this
period. This was in Monroe County, Indiana Of my own knowledge I know that he was during the
above period aftlicted all of the time more or less with chronic diarrhoea and piles. I am not
interested in this case.
And affiant further swears that he is not interested in the prosecution of the claim, and his Post Office
address is Bloomington, Monroe County, Indiana.

~%.~
Affiant's Signature.

Subscribed and sworn before me this 3rd day of January 1890. The affiant is the person he
represents himself to be, and is a good and credible witness. I am not interested in this claim sought
to be established. Witness my hand and seal, day and year above written.

~.&:~
Notary Public
The contents were read to affiant before signing the same.

CIVIL WAR RECORDS
Name: James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry
Source: Military Pension Record
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408
Date:
3 January 1890
GENERAL AFFIDAVIT
State oflndiana County ofMonroe S.S.
In the matter of the Pension Claim of James W. Eller who is an applicant for Orig. Inv. Pension
personally comes the affiant who being duly sworn, on oath, says that his age is 45 years.
I was neighbor to and intimately acquainted with James W. Eller in Bloomington or Monroe County,
Indiana for a period of time commencing from time said Eller was discharged from the army in 1865
up to the time he moved away in 1871. And that all of that period he was afflicted more or less with
chronic diarrhoea and piles. I am not interested in this case.
And affiant further swears that he is not interested in the prosecution of the claim, and his Post Office
address is Bloomington, Monroe County, Indiana.

J~ (not legible)
Affiant's Signature.

Subscribed and sworn before me this 3rd day of January 1890. The affiant is the person he
represents himself to be, and is a good and credible witness. I am not interested in this claim sought
to be established. Witness my hand and seal, day and year above written.

c%v.~~
Notary Public
The contents were read to affiant before signing the same.

CIVIL WAR RECORDS

Name: James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry
Source: Military Pension Record
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408
Date:
10 January 1890
GENERAL AFFIDAVIT

State ofNebraska County of Fillmore S.S.
In the matter of the Pension Claim of James W. Eller who is an applicant for Orig. Inv. Pension
personally comes the affiant who being duly sworn, on oath, says that his age is 49 years.
I first became acquainted with James W. Eller at the time he moved to Fillmore County, Nebr. in
1871, and lived as neighbor to him so that I saw him quite frequently from that time on until he
moved to Omaha, Neb. in 1885. My acquaintance with him was of a personal character so that I
knew his physical condition. During the above period he was afflicted to a greater or less degree with
chronic diarrhoea and piles. I am not interested in this case.
And affiant further swears that he is not interested in the prosecution of the claim, and his Post Office
address is Exeter, Fillmore Co., Nebraska.
Affiant's Signature.

Subscribed and sworn before me this 3rd day of January 1890. The affiant is the person he
represents himself to be, and is a good and credible witness. I am not interested in this claim sought
to be established. Witness my hand and seal, day and year above written.

Jt.

(J;

Jnzid

Notary Public
The contents were read to affiant before signing the same.

CIVIL WAR RECORDS
Name: James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry
Source: Military Pension Record
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408
Date: 27 July 1908
ACT OF FEBRUARY 6, 1907

DECLARATION FOR PENSION
THE PENSION CERTIFICATE SHOULD NOT BE FORWARDED WITH THE APPLICATION

State ofNebraska
County ofDouglas
On this 27th day of July, A.D. one thousand nine hundred and eight, personally appeared before me,
a Notary Public within and for the county and State aforesaid, James W. Eller, who, being duly sworn
according to law, declares that he is 60 years of age, and a resident of county of McPherson, State
ofNebraska; and that he is the identical person who was ENROLLED under the name of James W.
Eller, on the 26th day ofNovember, 1863, as a Private, in Company I, lOth Indiana Cavalry in the
service ofthe United States, in the Civil War, and was HONORABLY DISCHARGED at Vicksburg,
Miss., on the 31st day of August, 1865. That he was not employed in the military or naval service
of the United States otherwise than as stated above. That his personal description at enlistment was
as follows: Height, five feet eight inches; complexion, light; color of eyes, blue; color of hair, light;
that his occupation was farmer; that he was born May 29th, 1846, at Monroe County, Indiana.
That his several places of residence since leaving the service have been as follows: Exeter, Nebraska
1872. Fairmont, Nebraska 1873-1886. Omaha, Nebraska 1886-1905. McPherson County, Nebraska
1905-1908.
That he is now a pensioner. His pension certificate is number 509,509.
That he makes this declaration for the purpose of being placed on the pension roll of the United
States under the provisions ofthe act ofFebruary 6, 1907.
That his post-office address is Tryon, county of McPherson, State of Nebraska.

~11/.

~Jt. §~
(2) J~nzetHv {jjjfuonv

Attest: (1)

0&r-

(Claimant's signature in full)
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Also personally appeared John A Gillespie, residing in Omaha, Neb. and Simeon Bloom, residing in
Omaha, Neb., persons whom I certify to be respectable and entitled to credit, and who, being by me
duly sworn, say that they were present and saw James W. Eller, the claimant, sign his name (or make
his mark) to the foregoing declaration; that they have every reason to believe, from the appearance
ofthe claimant and their acquaintance with him of 15 years and 15 years, respectively, that he is the
identical person he represents himself to be; and that they have no interest in the prosecution of this
claim.

~Jt./7~

Jimeorv {iJ!ourrv
(Signatures of witnesses)

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 27th day of July, A.D. 1908, and I hereby certify that the
contents of the above declaration, etc., were fully made known and explained to the applicant and
witnesses before swearing, and that I have no interest, direct or indirect, in the prosecution of this
claim.

//eor-.!7~
Notary Public

CIVIL WAR RECORDS
Name: James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry
Source: Military Pension Record
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408
Date:
28 November 1911

Tryon, Neb., Nov. 28, 1911
Civil War Division
Inv. Ct£ No. 509,509
James W. Eller
Co. I, 10 Indiana Vol. Cav.

L. Stillwell, Acting Commissioner ofPensions,
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sir:
Yours of 11th inst. received in which you say that a medical examination is not warranted; and my
claim for increase of Pension cannot be further considered unless I furnish medical testimony that will
warrant a rate in excess of $12 per month.
Will you kindly inform me as to the nature of the testimony which is to be obtained by the Doctor of
Medicine in order that I may know whether it is worth while to make the effort to procure the
medical testimony as it may cost me considerable and that the doctor may know the lines upon which
the examination is to be made.
It seems to me that it is a self evident fact that, I myself, know more about the conditions of my
disability than any doctor could possibly learn by making an examination. And if it would not be out
of order why not permit me to make a full statement of my condition founded upon such questions
as your department may see proper to require or ask and then if the result will not justify the Pension
Department in directing a Board of Medical Pension Examiners to report upon my claim that would
probably end the matter with your Department.

Yours Respectfully,

~cw.

Lirj

gfh-

CIVIL WAR RECORDS
Name: James W. Eller, Company I, lOth Regiment Indiana Cavalry
Source: Military Pension Record
Place: General Reference Branch (NNRG-P)
National Archives and Records Administration
7th and Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20408
Date:
12 February 1912

Tryon, Neb., Feb. 12, 1912
Civil War Division
Inv. Ctf. No. 509,509
James W. Eller
Co. I, 10 Indiana Vol. Cav.

CLAIM. Total Disability.

To the Honorable U. S. Commissioner ofPensions,
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sir:
According to my discharge I was enrolled on the 26th ofNov. 1863, and discharged August 31,
1865. I was under 18 years of age at time of enlistment. I had no furlough during my service, was
in the hospital about three months at Pulaski, Tenn., during summer of 1864, with a severe case of
diarrhea and fever.
At the close of the war while at Vicksburg I was taken seriously sick, diarrhea and piles being the
principle trouble; and for a short time was in the hospital at Indianapolis where we were finally
discharged. During December, 1865, January, February and March, 1866, I was confined to my bed
with this sickness and most of the time during that period, I was expected to die almost any day.
Since my sickness at Pulaski in 1864 I have never been entirely free from diarrhea or piles or the
effect of the same.
I could have had a pension at the close of the war, had I applied, but my father who had also been in
the service, was strongly opposed to asking for a pension so long as he was able to care for me, or
so long as I could care for myself, and I naturally adopted his doctrine. When I first applied for a
pension, it was at the earnest solicitation of my family physician who had been a Surgeon in the civil
war and was familiar with my condition at the time I made my application. He had also prescribed
for me for several years.
I was allowed $10 per month. I have been aware ever since, that by making application for increase
I could have established such claim years ago, but I still had the old thought, that so long as I could

l~irJ
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make my living I ought not to ask for increase of pension.
I am now satisfied that I should, as a matter of right and justice have applied for a pension at the close
ofthe war, and should have continued to have it increased from time to time as my disability showed
me to be entitled.
My first pension certificate was issued August 1893. My new pension certificate under Act of Feb.
6th 1907, bears date the 22nd day of August 1908, allowing me $12 per month. At that time I wrote
the department that I would not accept the old age pension of$12 per month in case that would
prevent me from applying for an increase under the old law. I was informed that I would still have
the right to apply for an increase. At that time I had found that by reason of my army troubles I
would have to give up the practice of my profession and would probably be unable in a very short
time, by reason of my army troubles and their consequences, to make a living.
Ever since 1905, at which time I took a homestead in this county I have been closing up my law
business in Omaha, until now I have but three or four matters which is undisposed of; and at the same
time I have been trying to do the light work which is to be done upon a farm. Never at any time have
I been able to plow or do any heavy work of any kind and must pay for such work which makes it
unprofitable, and I have accomplished but little more than to make the improvements required to be
made upon my homestead, and I am forced to concede that I cannot carry on a farming business, and
have given up the effort.
Now as to my physical condition at the present time. I am continually suffering from the effect of
diarrhea, piles, loss of blood from the rectum, weakness and exhaustion due to the effects of such
condition. Under the most favorable conditions it is difficult for me to carry a pail of water or in any
way to lift 25 to 50 lbs. When I harness a team of horses or clean out the stable I am exhausted for
the time being; and the doing of such light work causes the rectum to protrude, walking over rough
ground produces the same effect in case I make a misstep. In fact any little exertion will produce the
same result.
The passing of excrement, the passage ofblood from the rectum, and the passage of wind or gas, is
preceded by diarrhea pains, and straining and by the protruding of the rectum. When I am seized with
the diarrhea pain or straining, it is not possible for me to know whether the passage will be excrement
from the bowels bleeding from the rectum, wind or gas or by the protruding of the rectum, so that
I must prepare for the worst which may be a movement of the bowels; this means the taking down
of my clothing in a great hurry when ever such conditions come upon me, which occurs from 2 times
to 12 times during the day and from 1 time to 4 times during the night, when I am taking the best of
care possible; these figures are taken from a record which I kept covering the period commencing Jan.
15th 1912 and ending with the 30th of Jan. 1912, a period of 16 days and nights, being a 105 times
during the day and 35 times during the night. I kept such a record thinking that I might be asked
questions concerning the same by the Board ofExaminers but no question was asked to bring that
out.
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I have no sense of feeling in the rectum to enable me to distinguish what I am about to pass. Every
passage of any character above mentioned is accompanied by severe diarrhea pains and straining
which is exhausting and painful.
I took an examination by the Board of Pension Examiners at North Platte, on the 7th of this month.
I must wear cloths all the time to guard against soiling my clothing and even then I often fail when
in a severe rush.
I know nothing of the rules or law governing my case but I have no doubt but that I will be allowed
as high a figure as is permissible under the law and the rules. I cannot be alone and must pay some
one for board and care. I have so far been able to procure all of that; but I cannot procure that with
$1 0 nor $30 per month. It has been suggested to me by one who knows something of pension
procedure who also knows considerable about my condition that I ought to get a special act of
congress instead of asking for increase.
Would it be improper to ask you for advise as to the course I should pursue.

Yours obediently,

~1/J. 6'~

;

~
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