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The below article and photos were submitted by Phyllis Carter. First there is an article that she has
written on her husband's grandmother, Cordia Etta Fore Carter. Also attached is a descendants'
chart that will have the detailed information on the individuals named in the article. She started the
chart with her husbands’ grandma's great-grandfather and takes it through her grandchildren.

The Story of One Rosannah Eller Fore Descendant
My husband, James, grew up with his paternal grandmother, Cordia Etta Fore Carter, who
lived with his parents from the time of his birth. She shared stories of her parents and grandparents.
This is her story.
Cordie was descended from Rosannah Eller who married Calvin Fore. He was descended
from the Widow (Christian name unknown) Faure [Fore] and her son Pierre who arrived in 1700 on
the first ship of Huguenots that settled Manikin along the James River in Virginia.
Rosannah settled in what is now Buncombe County, North Carolina. She and Calvin had
eight children: Andrew, Archibald, Calvin Jr., Joseph, Peter, Fidelia [Fidelis], Jacob and Mary. In
Calvin’s estate proceedings, it is stated that Jacob died before his father so his share went to his three
children: George Noah, Elizabeth and John Riley.
Andrew left North Carolina and settled in Gilmer County, Georgia, in the Mountain Town
community northwest of Ellijay. Andrew’s wife was named Sarah; her family name is thought to be
Madison, but some researchers dispute that. They had ten children; the oldest was Hardiman C. born
in 1846 in Buncombe County.
Both Andrew and his oldest son Hardy served in the Civil War. Andrew was a corporal in the
60th Regiment of Georgia Volunteers, Gordon’s Brigade and suffered serious injuries while working
on a dock in Savannah. His pension states: “While unloading barreled beef from a steamboat down
into a flat boat, the men above let the barrel loose and it fell upon applicant breaking his collar bone,
breast bone, three ribs, fracturing skull, cutting muscles in right thigh.” He was confined for several
months and suffered various disabilities throughout his life.
While researching at the library one day, my husband found a book with a most interesting
title: “More Morbid, Macabre & Sometimes Disgusting Records of Genealogical Value – just when
you thought it was safe to get back into genealogy.” In this book we found a notation that
“Hardeman C. Foar” had been court-martialed. We traveled to the Archives in Atlanta and were able
to read the original documents. Hardy was a private in Company H, 1st Regiment, Georgia State
Line. In March 1864 he was accused of desertion and stealing. In his testimony, he stated that he had
requested a furlough to go home to get some clothes and shoes, since all he had was what he had on.
His request was rejected, so he just left with the intention of returning in a few days. He left his unit
between four and six o’clock in the evening. During the night he encounters a Private Bennett who
was carrying a great deal of powder and lead. Hardy gave assistance to Bennett and was carrying for
him a “Mississippi rifle gun” when he was arrested. He was found not guilty of stealing but was
guilty of absent without leave. His punishment was to wear a 24 pound ball and chain and to be put
to hard labor for 10 days. At the time of this, Hardy was only 17 years old.
A review of Hardy’s pension application states he joined the war in 1861 when he was 15
years old. He was wounded in the “right thye [thigh]” at Bloody Pond in Chickamauga in September
1863. On the march south in May 1864, at New Hope Church near Kennesaw, he suffered a heat
stroke and lost sight in his left eye. Then in September 1864, he fought in the battle at Jonesborough,
Georgia. He was wounded in the hips by “a piece of a bomb shell.” He surrendered at Raleigh,
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North Carolina in April 1865. He was only 18 years old, had suffered three injuries in battle, and
faced a very long walk back to North Georgia.
Andrew and Sarah continued to live in Gilmer County. They are buried in the cemetery at
Nine Mile United Methodist Church. It is located nine miles from the Murray County and Gilmer
County line. If you have ever traveled across Fort Mountain on Highway 52 from Chatsworth to
Ellijay, you would know how steep and curvy the roads are through that area. Cordie remembers
their father taking them in a covered wagon over the mountain to visit her grandparents. Her
grandparents also traveled to Polk County, Tennessee, to visit her family. It is not difficult to
imagine how treacherous these trips were in a covered wagon.
Andrew’s oldest son Hardy, married Nancy S. Jernigan [Jarnaigan] in Georgia shortly after
the Civil War . She was the daughter of Thomas J. Jernigan and Mary L. Evens. Her father signed
up for the Mexican War in Knoxville, Tennessee; later he moved his family to Texas for about six
years before moving to Indian Territory in Oklahoma. Hardy and Nancy were were living in Murray
County in 1870. By the 1880 census they were living in Polk County, Tennessee. Their twins,
Cordia and Laura, were born there in 1881.
Cordie’s mother, Nancy, died at the age of 44 and was buried in Baker’s Chapel cemetery just
outside of Benton, Tennessee. Nancy’s grandfather, Isaac Jernigan, is buried in an unmarked grave in
the same cemetery. There is no longer a church located there.
Cordie’s oldest brother, Tom, lived in Polk County before moving to Florida to cut timber. In
his later years he returned to Tennessee and settled in Chattanooga.
Hardy’s second child was Mary. She married Jeff Cook but it has not been determined if they
had any children. In 1920 they have a niece and nephew, children of her sister Sallie, living with
them. Jeff died in Chattanooga but Mary died in Rutherford County, Tennessee.
The third child was Henry, who married Alice Hamilton and had two sons. Henry planned to
move his family to Texas and had traveled there to make arrangements. Upon his trip back to
Tennessee for his family, he was robbed, killed, and thrown off the train. He was buried in Little
Rock, Arkansas; he was only 30 years old.
The fourth child was John S. He married Mahala Catherine Bonine and they moved to Texas.
They had four sons and two daughters. John made trips back to Tennessee to visit family and friends.
My husband remembers when he was a small child, he and his brother would go to Benton with their
father and Great Uncle John. He said at that time the streets were not paved and there were hitching
posts around the courthouse; he felt like he was in an old Wild West town. They stopped at so many
places for Uncle John to visit that he thought he must know every person in town.
The next child was Rachel Emaline, who was known as “Emma.” Her husband, Levi
Holland, was born in Missouri. They traveled far to the West and settled in Tacoma, Washington.
They raised nine children, five girls and 4 boys. Emma, and later her daughter Stella, kept in close
contact with Cordie over the years.
Sarah “Sallie” was the sixth child; she married Art Headerick and they had a son and
daughter. Her daughter had four sons by her first husband and a daughter by her second. They lived
on the same street as my husband’s family so Sallie’s granddaughter Carolyn Jean was like a sister to
my husband and his older brother. Sallie died in Chattanooga in 1919.
Hardy and Nancy’s last children were twin girls, Cordia Etta and Laura Ida. They were born
on October 29, 1881 in Polk County, Tennessee. Their mother died in 1890 when they were only
nine years old. A year or so after Nancy’s death, Hardy married again to widow Margaret E. Shields
Clayton; she has two sons and a daughter from her first marriage. In the 1900 census, Hardy and
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Margaret were living in Polk County with her fourteen year old daughter, Ethel. Hardy died in 1915
and is buried at Union Grove Church of Christ in Bradley County.
Laura married Bart Godfrey in 1899 and they settled on a farm first in Polk County and later
in Bradley County. They had ten children, seven girls and three boys. Cordie remained close to her
twin and they visited each other often. Laura died in 1957 at the age of 75. She and Bart are buried,
along with several of their children, in the Old Ocoee Baptist Church cemetery in Benton.
Cordie married James Harrison Carter in September 1898, two months shy of her 17th
birthday. The relationship with her stepmother and stepsister was not a happy one so she was anxious
to leave home. Laura was married six months later. Cordie’s husband Harrison was the only child of
Jackson Carter and Lettissia Redden Thurman. Lettie had two daughters and a son by her first
marriage. Jackson had lost his first wife and son, so he treasured the son he had with Lettie.
Grandma Cordie told us early in their marriage they were living in a small house on the outskirts of
Benton. Every morning Jackson walked several miles to their house. He would start a fire and put on
a pot of coffee, and then return home. The newlyweds stayed in bed and then got up to a warm house
and a fresh pot of coffee.
Jackson in his young years took a job as a miner. After that one day in the mine, he swore
that he would never step foot in a mine again; he became a farmer. In similar fashion, Harrison swore
he would never be a farmer like his father. He and Cordie moved to Chattanooga where he became a
supervisor at a manufacturing company, D. M. Stewart. Cordie had an easier life than Laura did. She
had fewer children and lived in a home with modern conveniences. Laura spent a lot of time helping
her husband outdoors. Photos of the twins show a significance difference in their appearances, and
clearly showed how your lifestyle can age you.
Cordie and Harrison had three sons and three daughters. Andrew Jackson, born in 1902, was
the first child. He married Hattie Lee Nave and they had six children, four sons and two daughters.
He was employed at a hosiery mill, first in Chattanooga and then in Murfreesboro in Middle
Tennessee.
Their second child was Daisy Mae, born in 1905. Her first marriage to Henry Floyd Cheek
resulted in two sons, Clyde and Charles. Daisy had a problem with alcohol so Cordie basically raised
these two grandsons. Daisy died in 1938 at the age of 33.
Their third child, Hazel Lee, was born in January 1909 and she died of malaria in September,
at the age of nine months. A surviving photo shows her as a very pretty baby.
The fourth child was Guy Spencer born in 1910. He chose a career in the Army where he met
his wife, Mary Finno, who was also in the Army; she was born in Germany. Guy was an M.P.
(military police). During World War II, Guy was stationed at Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia, just across
the state line from Chattanooga. Guy and Mary’s only child, John, was the last child born at the post
hospital. Guy was the last person serving at the post; it was his final job to lock all the doors at the
fort and turn the keys over to a nearby church. Guy also served in Korea where he was awarded a
Bronze Star. He retired from the Army and settled in Augusta, Georgia, where he died in 1975. His
son John also chose an Army career.
The fifth child, Ruby Lee, was born in 1915. She was married three times but never had any
children. She eventually moved to Los Angeles, California, where she died in 1960.
Their youngest child was James Harry, who was born in 1919. He worked in a hosiery mill in
Murfreesboro, where his brother Andrew was living. He met a local girl, Ethel Williams, whom he
married in 1939. They moved to Spindale, North Carolina (near Charlotte) where their first son,
William Ronald, was born in 1940. My husband was their second child, born in 1943, and the third,
Kenneth David, was born in 1948. Harry also served in the Army in World War II; he spent most of
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the time in the Philippines. He had at least one harrowing experience. He and another soldier slept in
a small pup tent. One morning he awoke and glanced over at his friend; he was dead with his throat s
lit from ear to ear. Some Japanese had entered their camp that night and one had entered their tent;
his buddy was killed within inches of him, but why was he spared?
Harry’s oldest son retired from the Air Force with 24 years’ service. My husband retired from
the Air Force with 26 years’ service. Our son graduated from the Air Force Academy and served 13
years; he is now employed by Air Force Intelligence at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base. There is a
strong connection with the military for several generations of this family.
Cordie was widowed in 1925 when Harrison passed away at the age of 46. She never married
again. In examining census and other records, it was obvious that she was the person who took care
of the family. She raised two grandsons and had quite a number of nieces and nephews that lived
with her for various periods of time.
Her father and grandfather suffered injuries in the Civil War that left them with lifelong
disabilities. Her brother was robbed, killed and thrown from a train. One daughter died at the age of
nine months; another died at 33. Her husband died at the young age of 46. Her youngest son had the
harrowing experience in the Philippines. Yet another tragic event struck the family. Andrew, the
oldest son, and Harry, the youngest son, were both back in Chattanooga in early December, 1941.
Guy was stationed at Fort Jackson, South Carolina, but was on leave visiting his family in
Chattanooga. Following the attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, all military personnel were
instructed to return to their military bases. Andrew was going to drive Guy back to Fort Jackson.
They made it as far as Murphy, North Carolina, when a drunk driver struck their auto on December 8,
1941. Andrew was killed and Guy suffered a broken leg and broken ribs in addition to other injuries;
he was hospitalized in Murphy. Harry went to Fort Oglethorpe to notify the Army of what had
transpired. Two MPs traveled to Murphy with an ambulance and transported Guy back to Fort
Oglethorpe. He served there throughout World War II.
Andrew’s wife, Hattie, was now a young widow. She met Cordie’s brother John who lived in
Texas, and his son John Kelsey “Dutch” Fore; Hattie married Dutch. Therefore Hattie was Cordie’s
daughter-in-law through the Carter side of the family and niece through the Fore side.
Cordie Fore Carter passed away in August, 1974, shortly before her 93rd birthday, leaving a
legacy of love for her family.
Submitted by:
Phyllis Carter, wife of James H. Carter, Jr.
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