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INTRODUCTION 

Most of the Ellers of America are known to have come from 
the Palatinate Region of Bavarian Germany, along the upper 
Rhine River, near the cities of Mainz, Darnstadt, and 
Worms. The people of this region were, and are, 
predominantly Protestants. Many of them were Lutherans, but 
some belonged to the evangelical German Baptist Brethren 
faith, or Dunkards, as they were called because of their 
belief in full-immersion baptism--dunking. In America, 
many, especially in the south, became affiliated with the 
Church of the Brethren or with one of the several Baptist 
denominations. Most of those who came left Germany because 
of intense religious persecution. 

Most of the Ellers who immigrated to America came first to 
the free soil of Pennsylvania, some as early as 1667, but 
most during the first half of the eighteenth century. They 
settled in the east-central part of the state, between 
Reading and Harrisburg, in what is now referred to as the 
Pennsylvania Dutch country. 

Many later migrated westward and southward into Maryland, 
especially Carroll and Frederick Counties. Some remained 
here; others, or their descendants, moved westward into 
Ohio. Still others spread up the Shenandoah River valley of 
Virginia. From here, a few went down the Holston and Clinch 
Rivers into eastern Tennessee. But by far the greater 
number traveled down the eastern face of the Blue Ridge into 
the foothills of the Great Smoky Mountains of North 
carolina, especially into what are now Wilkes and Rowan 
Counties. From here, some crossed over the eastern 
continental divide into the Asheville area; others went 
further south into western South Carolina and northern 
Georgia. Census records from 1800 onward show Ellers all 
along this route, with especially large colonies in Wilkes, 
Rowan, and Buncombe Counties, North Carolina. 

Many of the Ellers in Virginia and North Carolina are 
descendants of one George Michael Eller, who came to America 
some time in the early 1700s and who died in Frederick 
county, Maryland, probably just prior to August 1778 when 
his will was probated there. He is the subject of the book 
"George Michael Eller and Descendants of His in America," 
compiled by James w. Hook and published in 1957, then 
reprinted in 1990. I have not been able to find any 
irrefutable link between my family and George Michael Eller. 

on May 7, 
Carolina, 
Biffle. 

in the year of 1776, in Rowan County, North 
a man named Jacob Eller married a woman named Mary 
Jacob, who was born about 1754, probably in 
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Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, was the eldest son of an 
immigrant, also named Jacob Eller, and his first wife, Maria 
Eva Goettge. Mary Biffle was born about 1760, probably in 
Rowan County, North Carolina, to Johann Adam Biffle and 
Catherine Henkel. 

Two or three years after they were married, in 1778 or 1779, 
Jacob and Mary (Biffle) Eller, along with her parents, moved 
to Sullivan County, Tennessee (which was then, and until 
Tennessee became a state in 1796, part of North Carol ina). 
Here, land grants were entered in 1779 by both families 
along the south side of the Holston River, probably in the 
far western corner of the county. 

Sometime before the 1790 census, Johann Adam Biffle and his 
two sons and their families left Sullivan County, crossed 
the mountains south into what later became Buncombe County, 
North Carolina, and settled there, for that census shows 
Adam Biffle and his sons, John and Jacob Biffle, as heads of 
families there. This was probably near the present town of 
Weaverville, just north of Asheville. 

Jacob and Mary (Biffle) Eller remained in Tennessee until 
about 1799, when they joined Mary's family in Buncombe 
County. Their household, listed in the 1800 census, 
consisted of Jacob and his wife and nine children--three 
boys and six girls. Two sons• names: Joseph and Jacob. 

Marital problems soon arose between Jacob and Mary. He was 
not satisfied to live in Buncombe County. On at least three 
occasions, he left home for extended periods. One 
wonders--was it in-law problems? Finally, he left his wife 
and children and departed from the region. Mary obtained a 
legal separation in 1806, by applying to the North Carolina 
General Assembly. 

Where did Jacob go after 
County? We do not know. 

leaving his family in Buncombe 

A Jacob Eller married an Elizabeth Winterbower on Nov. 18, 
1809, in Jefferson County, Tennessee. The 1830 census of 
Jefferson County shows a Jacob Eller, aged 70 to 80, with a 
wife aged 45 to 50, 1 male child aged 15 to 20, 1 male child 
10 to 15, 1 male child 5 to 10, 1 female child 10 to 15, and 
1 female child 5 to 10. 

The Jacob Eller in these two records may be the same person 
and this may possibly be the Jacob Eller who left Buncombe 
County. The age as given fits his birth date. The marriage 
date is a reasonable period after that of his wife's 
separation from him. It would be reasonable to assume that, 
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being unhappy in Buncombe 
Tennessee. 

County, he would return to 

It is unfortunate that census records prior to 1850 do not 
name the wives or children of the households, giving names 
of only the heads of the households, and listing only the 
numbers and age brackets of the children. A further 
difficulty is that, at that time in history, most people had 
only one given name. There were, for example, quite a few 
Jacob Ellers living in the southeast during the period in 
question. 

The 1840 census of Jefferson County lists a Jacob Eller, no 
age given, with, in his household, one female aged 70 to 80 
(probably his wife), two male children aged 10 to 20, and 
one female child aged 15 to 20. This may be the same Jacob 
as given in the 1830 census. If so, then either his wife's 
age is given incorrectly in one of the two censuses or this 
is a different wife or one of the two is not his wife. The 
change in the number of children is easily explained: the 
eldest had left home by the time of the later census. 

The 1840 census of Jefferson County also lists a James 
Eller, aged 20 to 30, having a female (again, probably his 
wife), aged 20 to 30, living in his household. Obviously, 
this could be one of Jacob's older sons. 

The 1850 census of Tennessee lists five Ellers, including 
two Jacob Ellers. One of these, whose last name is actually 
given as Ellen (but this is known to be a misspelling), is 
listed as being 30 years of age and a resident of Smith 
County, which is 150 miles west of Jefferson County. This 
Eller is the ancestor of Charlotte (Eller) Marshall, 
Secretary-Treasurer of the Eller Family Association, who now 
lives in Oregon. His brother, Joseph Michael Franklin 
Eller, is the ancestor of Janine (Eller) Porter of Coeur 
d'Alene, Idaho, former Vice President of the Association. 

The other Jacob Eller listed in the 1850 census lived in 
Jefferson County, was aged 28, and had household members 
Malinda, aged 23, and Lante, aged 3. The elder Jacob had 
probably died by this time, and this Jacob could be the son, 
aged 15 to 20, shown on the previous census. 

According to records handed down in the family, but finally 
written down by my grandfather, Levi Allen Eller, his 
father • s name was Jacob Eller and his mother • s name was 
Malinda and his oldest brother's name was Lanty. So there 
is no question but what this is Levi's family. Malinda's 
age, given in the census as 23, agrees perfectly with her 
known birth date of August 3, 18&.7. While it is true that 
Levi gives his father • s birth place as Virginia, whereas the 
census lists it as Tennessee, and that Levi gives his 
father's birth date as 1817, which is not in accord with his 

The Eller Chronicles 
Volume X/II, Issue 3 

Page 18 

3 



age of 28 given in the census, these two inconsistencies do 
not outweigh the other evidence that this is Levi's family. 

These same 1850 census records give Malinda Eller's 
birthplace as North Carolina. Levi • s records agree, giving 
his mother's maiden name as Malinda E. Rash and listing her 
birthplace as North Carolina. He wrote that she was born on 
January 10, 1827, and moved to Tennessee with her parents 
when but a child. There, he states, she was married to 
Jacob Eller in 1846. He evidently arrived at tha't marriage 
date by assuming that they were married before Lanty was 
born, but records on file in the Jefferson County Courthouse 
at Dandridge, Tennessee, show that a marriage license was 
issued to them on Sept. 3, 1849. 

Land records of Jefferson County between 1850 and 1860 show 
that a Jacob Eller living there had a son named Jacob Eller 
and that this son was an adult. However, I have not been 
able to establish with certainty that the younger of these 
two Jacobs was indeed the same as the Jacob who was married 
to Malinda Rash and who was Levi • s father. And we cannot be 
sure that the elder of these two Jacobs is the same as the 
Jacob Eller who left his wife, Mary (Biffle) Eller, in North 
Carolina. One argument against this is that he would then 
have had two sons named Jacob, one by each wife. 

Therefore, and until more positive evidence supporting this 
linkage can be found, we must, for the purposes of this 
history, assume that this linkage does not exist. 

While this history is primarily about the four people in the 
straight-line relationship from Jacob Eller to and including 
myself, I have also included considerable information about 
the spouses, children, and brothers and sisters of these 
four people. For those I have known personally, I have 
tried to give some insights into their personalities and 
characters, while admitting to the impossibility of my being 
entirely unbiased in so doing. 

Even though it makes for much 
booklet, I have attempted to 
complete within itself. 

repetition throughout the 
make each person•s story 

I apologize for the grossly disproportionate amount of space 
herein devoted to my own life in comparison with that 
devoted to others, recognizing that few people, if any, will 
be interested in all these details. My only excuse is that 
it is this life with which I am most familiar. I would 
gladly have given much more information about my ancestors 
had I been able to discover more about them. I deeply 
regret that I did not ask hundreds of questions when people 
were alive who could provide answer$. 
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JACOB ELLERl 

According to records left by Levi Allen Eller--one of his 
sons--Jacob Eller was born in Virginia on September 5, 
1817. In contrast, the 1850 census records of Jefferson 
County, Tennessee, list his age as 28, thus placing his 
birth date at 1822 or thereabouts. These census records 
also indicate that he was born in Tennessee, not Virginia. 
The names of his parents are not known. 

Jacob was evidently raised in Jefferson County and, as an 
adult, owned land there. 

Jacob married Malinda E. Rash of Tennessee on or some time 
soon after September 3, 1849, the date a 1 i cense was issued 
to them. Malinda was born in North Carolina, the date being 
variously given as January 10, or March 2, or March 12, all 
1827. When she was but a child, she moved with her parents 
to Jefferson County, Tennessee. 

Jacob and Molinda had eight children--six boys and two 
girls--in thQ following order: 

Lanty (or Lante), born August 3, 1847, in Tennessee 
Andrew, born about 1849*, in Tennessee 
Ann, born IPOUt 1853*, in Tennessee 
John, bg~n ~bout 1856*, in Tennessee 
w. Harriion, born about 1860*, in Tennessee 
J. Wat§on., born about 1866*, in Iowa 
Leannq (or t~ana), born about 1868*, in Iowa 
Levi ~ll~n Eller, born May 22, 1869, at Parsons, Kansas. 

At the t~m@ of the beginning of the Civil War 1 Jacob, who 
was theQ it t.east 39 years of age 1 joined the Northern 
forces. Thill sympathy with the North may have stemmed from 
his ance§1H;)l'!3 1 earlier residence above the Mason and Dixon 
Line. TQ prevent possible harassment and persecution of his 
family ~y their neighbors in the Confederate state of 
Tenness~@, the Northern army moved the family to Iowa. This 
may have peen one of the condi tiona that Jacob insisted on 
at the tim@ of his voluntary enlistment. 

Note: Th.roug)lQut this booklet 1 the superscript numbers 
following @ach person 1 s name designate the generation to 
which that per !;\ion belongs 1 starting with Levi Allen Eller 1 s 
father Jacob Ell~r as number 1. 

* These approximate birth dates for Jacob 1 s children are 
based on a compilation by Levi Allen Eller giving their ages 
at the time of ·their mother Malinda 1 s death in 1907. 
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MALINDA E. (RASH) ELLER 
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By the time of this move to Iowa, five children had already 
been born to them. While living in Iowa, two more children 
were born to them--Watson and Leanna. 

After the war 1 in May 1869 1 Jacob moved his family by 
covered wagon to Labette County, Kansas 1 near the southeast 
corner of the state. There Jacob took up a homestead about 
3 miles east of Parsons. Lanty, the oldest son, being 
already married by this time, took up a homestead nearby. 
Malinda, at the time of the move, was pregnant with Levi 
Allen, who was born within days of their arrival. 

Jacob died there on December 8, 1886 (one source says 
1883). Malinda lived until March 121 1907, dying on what 
may have been her 80th birthday. They both died in their 
original Kansas home. 

Jacob had a brother, Frederick Eller, who was born in 
Tennessee in 1828. In 1850, Frederick married Fanny 
Fielden, also born in 1828, place of birth unknown. 

He also had a sister, Catharine (sic), whose date a.nd place 
birth are not known. She married a Henry Luring. 
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LANTY ELLBR2, (Jacobi) 

The first-born son of Jacob and Malinda {Rash) Eller, Lanty 
was born in Jefferson County, Tennessee, on August 3, 1847. 

When he was a teenager, he was moved to Iowa with his 
parents and their four other children by the Northern army 
at the beginning of the Civil War to avoid possible 
harassment by their southern neighbors or the Confederate 
army because of their Northern sympathies. 

His first wife, whom he married in Iowa 1 was Julia Bra wier. 
They had four children: three boys--Charlie Eller3, Cary 
Eller3, and Elmer Eller3 {nicknamed Bee); and one 
girl--Myrtle Eller3. Lanty•s second wife was Margaret 
O'farell (or O'Farell). They had two sons: Shannon Eller3 
and Leslie Eller3. 

Cary Eller had one daughter, May Eller4. She married a 
judge in Parsons, Kansas, and still_ lived there in 1988. 
Her husband had died a few years prior to that date. 

Elmer (Bee) Eller was born in June 1878. He died April 7, 
1978, at the age of 99. He was the father of Gladys Eller4 
who was born in Montana, Kansas 1 in 1903. She left · Kansas 
when she was 18 and never returned. She often said that she 
did not like Kansas. She married Fred McMurry and they 
lived in Wallace, Idaho, and later in Coeur d'Alene, Idaho. 
In March 1988, she was living in Vista, California, her 
husband having died some years earlier. The author has 
since lost contact with her. 

Leslie Eller lived in Parsons, Kansas, all his life. 

All that is known about Myrtle Eller is that she married a 
man by the name of Neil {presumably his surname). 

Note: Some sources have spelled Lanty 's 
indeed, that may be the correct spelling 1 

nickname. 
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LESLIE, LANTY, SHANNON, and MARGARET ELLER 

10 

The Eller Chronicles 
Volume XIII, Issue 3 

Page 25 



---=~==-=~-= ---

CARY ELLER HOLDING DAUGHTER MAY ELLER 

1 1 
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MAY ELLER (above and right) 
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Andrew Eller, the second child of Jacob and Malinda (Rash) 
Eller, was born in Jefferson County, Tennessee, about 1849. 
As a child, he moved with his parents and siblings to Iowa, 
then, as a teenager, on to Parsons, Kansas, by covered 
wagon. 

As an adult, he made his home for many years in Commerce, 
Oklahoma, just over the line southeast of Parsons. He died 
in Vinita, Oklahoma, about 1931. At the time of his death, 
all of Jacob's children except the youngest, Levi Allen 
Eller, were evidently already dead, for Levi was the only 
surviving brother or sister mentioned in Andrew's obituary. 

Andrew was the father of Mrs. Myrtle Esshon3, who was 
living in Tulsa, Oklahoma, in 1931; Mrs. Charles (Eva) 
Reese3; and Mrs. Hazel 0 'Pfarell3. The latter two were 
living in Joplin, Missouri, in 1955. Myrtle was the oldest, 
although her birth date is not known. Eva was born about 
1885 and Hazel about 1894. 
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ANN BLLBR2, (Jacobl) 

Ann Eller was the first daughter and the third child born to 
Jacob and Malinda (Rash) Eller. She was born about 1853 in 
Jefferson County, Tennessee. With her parents and four 
brothers she traveled to Iowa at the beginning of the Civil 
War, then moved on to Parsons, Kansas, with them when she 
was about 16. 

Other than the fact that, at the time of her mother • s death 
in 1907, she was living in the state of Washington, and was, 
or had been, married to an L. A. Wyatt, nothing is known of 
her adult life. 

14 
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JOHN BLLBR2, (Jacobl) 

John Eller, the fourth child of Jacob 
Eller, was born in Jefferson County, 
1856. With his parents and siblings, 
when still a child of about 6, then, 
traveled with them to Labette County, 
wagon. He lived here all of his life, in 
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he traveled to Iowa 

seven years later, 
Kansas, by covered 
and near Parsons. 



JOHN ELLER 
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W. HARRISON ELLER2, (Jacobl) 

w. Harrison Eller, the fifth child of Jacob and Malinda 
(Rash) Eller, was born in Jefferson County, Tennessee, about 
1860. When he was about two years of age, he and his sister 
and brothers were taken to Iowa at the beginning of the 
Civil War. From there, the family moved to Labette County, 
Kansas, in 1869. Except for the fact that he was living in 
Pittsburg, Kansas, at the time of his mother's death in 
1907, and that he lived there when he, himself, died, 
nothing is known about the life of this son. His funeral 
service was held at Hannibal, Missouri, at the home, it is 
believed, of his wife's mother. He was buried at Hannibal. 

The author inherited from 
his father, a beautiful 
originally belonged to 
restored by the author to 
recently been given to 
Hubbard5. 
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HARRISON ELLER 
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J. WATSON BLLBR2, (Jacobl) 

The sixth child of Jacob and Malinda (Rash) Eller, J. Watson 
Eller was born in Iowa about 1866. Three years later, the 
family moved to a homestead near Parsons, Kansas. Some time 
before he was 21, he left home and went to Butte, Montana, 
for he was already there when his younger brother, Levi 
Allen Eller2, joined him in 1887. He died there April 13, 
1922, at the age of 56. His obituary states that he had 
lived there 36 years. He evidently worked in the copper 
mines, at least part of this time being at the Anselmo 
Mine. When his mother died in 1907, her obituary stated 
that he lived in Arizona, but this was evidently for only a 
very short time. 

19 
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LEANNA ELLER2, (Jacobl) 

The youngest of the two daughters of Jacob and Malinda 
(Rash) Eller, Leanna was born about 1868. Her parents were 
"in exile" in Iowa at the time, having been moved there from 
Tennessee by the Northern army to escape harassment and 
persecution by their Southern neighbors in Tennessee because 
of the family 1 s sympathies with the Northern cause. When 
Leanna was only a year old, the family moved to Labette 
county, Kansas. 

Leanna died July 14, 1888, according to one source. This 
source said she was 38 at the time, when actually she would 
have been only about 20 by that date. Another source--her 
brother, Levi Allen Eller-- in listing the ages of Jacob 1 s 
eight children at the time of their mother 1 s death in 1907, 
indicated that she would have been 38 by ~ date, had she 
lived. Perhaps this explains the error. 

The author has heard vague references to Leanna indicating 
to him that she might have had some kind of mental problem. 
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LEVI ALLEN ELLER2, (Jacobl) 

Levi Allen Eller, the youngest child of Jacob and Malinda 
(Rash) Eller, was born on May 22, 1869, just days after the 
family • s arrival in La bette County, Kansas, after the long 
journey by covered wagon from Iowa. He grew up on the 
family homestead 3~ miles east of Parsons, Kansas, and was 
educated in the schools of Labette County. 

When he was 18, in 1887, Levi left home and headed for 
Butte, Montana, where his older brother, J. Watson Eller, 
then lived. Soon thereafter, he moved on to Missoula. Here 
he met the girl who, for almost 55 years, would be his 
wife--Estelle Armadelle Buker, oldest daughter of Anderson 
Stephen Buker and Solitude Mary (Tebeau) Buker. They were 
married November 19, 1890, in Missoula. 

They had two sons while living there: Robert Lee Eller3, 
born October 2, 1892, and Lloyd Lamont Eller3, born October 
28, 1894. The family continued to make their home in 
Missoula until 1904, but in 1897 Levi left to go to Parsons, 
Kansas, to take a job with a railroad in the south, Estelle 
remaining behind in Missoula with the boys. 

The names of three of the people mentioned above need 
comment. The only sources the author has for Soli tude 
Buker's maiden surname are handwritten. With one exception, 
it is impossible to tell from these whether the first letter 
is a capital L or a capital T. He decided, erroneously it 
now appears, that it was an L, making the name Lebeau, 
meaning 11 the beautiful, .. and has spelled it that way in all 
of his writings until now. Recently, however, he has found 
a printed notice in which the name is clearly given as 
Tebeau. This accords with the way the author has heard his 
father pronounce the name, so he now believes that is the 
correct spelling. 

Two of the names of Estelle Buker have also been in 
question. Several sources in the author's possession appear 
to give the middle name as Armadel ia, but the author has 
recently noticed, on a family record in Estelle's own 
handwriting, that it is clearly spelled Armadelle. 
Strangely enough, on this same record, she spelled her 
first name Estella. Did she at some point change the 
spelling of her name? 

No one in the family seems to know where Lloyd Eller • s 
middle name, Lamont, came from, not even the one son of his 
who also bears that name. But the author has noted that the 
surname of the Presbyterian minister who married Levi and 
Estelle in Missoula was Lamont, and he therefore wonders if 
that might be the source of the name. Perhaps Mr. Lamont 
was a man for whom Estelle had special respect. 

22 
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Levi worked for six different railroads during his lifetime, 
as follows: 

Northern Pacific Railroad Co., Missoula, Montana, as a 
fireman on the Rocky Mountain Division, July 1894 to 
February 1896. 

Missouri, Kansas, and Texas Railway System (The Katy 
Line), Denison, Texas, as a locomotive fireman, January 
1897 to March 1897 and October 1897 to May 1898. 

Kansas City, Pittsburg & Gulf Railroad Co., Mena, 
Arkansas, as a freight brakeman, March 1899 to 
November 1900. 

International and Great Northern Railroad Co., Palestine, 
Texas, as a locomotive fireman, July 1901 to August 
1901. 

Arkansas Southern Railroad Co •• , Ruston, Louisiana, as a 
switchman, 1902. 

Milwaukee, St. Paul & Pacific Railroad (The Milwaukee 
Line). Dates are not known, but are believed to be 
about 1904 to 1927. He was a freight brakeman on the 
division that extended from Deer Lodge, Montana, to 
Avery, Idaho. 

Prior to his railroad service, he worked for the Missoula 
General Electric Co., as a fireman and engineer for two 
years, ie., in 1892 and 1893. 

While working for the Katy Line, Levi resigned to serve in 
the army during the Spanish-American War. He enlisted in 
Troop L of the First Regiment of the Texas Cavalry, 
U. S. Volunteers, May 8, 1898, at Fort Sam Houston. He was 
honorably discharged, with the rank of corporal, when the 
regiment was mustered out, November 14, 1898, at Fort Sam 
Houston. He did not participate in any campaigns. 

Levi and Estelle were married three times, each time in a 
different state. While there were long separations between 
these marriages, occasioned by Levi's railroad work in the 
south and by his military service, there is no record of any 
divorces. 

They were married first in Missoula, on November 19, 18901 
by a minister of the Presbyterian Church, with Estelle's 
sister, Olga Buker 1 and brother, Warren Buker 1 as 
witnesses. They were married again January 23, 1896, in 
St. Paul, Minnesota, by a justice of the peace. The third 
marriage was on December 14, 1903, in Winfield, Kansas, by a 
minister of the gospel, with, among the three witnesses, a 
Miss Violet Buker.* In each marriage, Estelle used her 
maiden name. 

* Violet Buker may be the daughter of Edward T. Buker of 
Winfield. Their relationship to Estelle is not known. 
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Beginning just a few months before his enlistment in May 
1898 and lasting until his third marriage to Estelle in 
1903, Levi lived away from Missoula. He listed the 
following places of residence after his discharge: 

Parsons, Kansas--November 1898 to March 1899 
Mena, Arkansas--March 1899 to October 1902 
Parsons, Kansas--October 1902 to February 1904. 

During this 5-year period, Estelle remained in Missoula with 
their two boys so they could remain in school. He probably 
came home from time to time to be with the family. Estelle 
may have visited him from time to time, too, but only 
one such visit is known about--when she went, with the boys, 
to marry him again in Winfield. Estelle helped to support 
the family by taking in sewing work and doing housekeeping 
work. She was an expert seamstress, at one time doing 
sewing work for the family of a man who later occupied the 
governor's mansion in Helena, Montana. 

After returning to Montana from Kansas in 1904, Levi and 
Estelle moved to St. Regis, Montana, onto a 160-acre tract 
at the mouth of Li i tle St. Joe Creek which they 
homesteaded. (In 1908 or 1909, when the Milwaukee Railroad 
line was built through St. Regis, it bought a 5-acre 
easement across the property, reducing the acreage to 155.) 

The first house on the homestead was a small cabin on the 
bench west of the creek and west of the Forest Service road 
that was later built up the creek. They lived there until 
the house burned down, probably in the 1910 fire, which went 
through the property. They immediately began building 
another house on lower ground nearer the creek, with the two 
boys, then in their teens, doing most of the work, under 
their father's direction. Levi was at this time working at 
the big sawmill north of St. Regis along the Clark Fork 
River. 

This second house, to which was attached a large woodshed, 
with a pass-through to the wood box in the kitchen, was 
located just a few steps from a spring, the underground flow 
to which passed directly under the house. 

Final papers on the homestead were filed in 1910. 

The two boys started school in Missoula, attending a private 
Catholic boarding school at least part of the time, so 
Estelle could work as a cook and seamstress while Levi was 
away working for railroads in the south and serving at Fort 
Sam Houston. After moving to St. Regis, the boys finished 
elementary school in a little school just across the 
St. Regis River from the homestead. While attending this 
school, Lloyd, not liking his eighth-grade teacher, ran 
away, and was gone for two years, going as far as the Mexican 
border. So far as is known, neither boy ever finished high 
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The Levi Allen Eller homestead (heavy line) 1 about a mile 
west of St. Regis 1 Montana 1 showing the location of the 
original house 1 the second house 1 the schoolhouse 1 and the 
relationship of the property and the houses to the St. Regis 
River 1 the Little St. Joe Creek 1 and the Milwaukee tracks. 
The highway, road, and river locations are shown as they 

were in the middle 1950s. 
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school, although both had some college education--Lee at 
Washington Agricultural College (now Washington State 
University), Spokane College, and through correspondence 
courses in civil engineering with International 
Correspondence Schools, and Lloyd at TriState College, 
Angola, Indiana. 

In 1915, Levi and Estelle moved to Alberton, Montana, 
leaving the homestead to their oldest son, Lee, who by then 
was married and had one child (the author). In Alberton, 
they first lived in a large house on the main street (which 
was also U. S. Highway 10) west of the center of town. 
Later, they bought a house east of the center of town, 
south of the highway, and just south of the Milwaukee 
tracks. (When Interstate 90 was built in the late 1960s, it 
ran just below and to the south of this house.) The Ellers 
lived in this house the rest of their lives. In the late 
1970s, thirty years or more after the Ellers died, the house 
was moved across the river to a location about 2 miles east 
of town and just off South Side Road. In 1993, a dozen 
years or more after the house was moved, it was still up on 
wooden blocks, four feet or more above the ground. The 
local gossip says that the owner • s wife has threatened to 
leave home unless he gets it down on a foundation. And 
soon!! 

After retiring from The Milwaukee on disability in 1927, 
Levi operated the Montana state liquor store in Alberton for 
a few years. 

Levi dabbled in a small way in oil and gas stocks and leases 
and in gold-mining ventures over a period of nearly twenty 
years, beginning in 1922. Altogether, existing certificates 
show that about $600 was invested in twenty oil and gas 
ventures, mostly in Texas and Oklahoma, and four gold-mining 
properties in various states of the Northwest. So far as 
is known, he received only 90 cents out of all these 
investments. 

At one point (dates are not known, but it may have been in 
1928*), he became an active partner on a fishing boat 
operating off the California and Mexican coasts. 

Levi ran for County Commissioner from Alberton District, 
Mineral County, several times in the mid-1930s, but was 
never elected. 

* The author is in possession of an envelope for a 
registered letter sent by Estelle to Levi at General 
Delivery, San Pedro, California, postmarked June 2, 1928. 
This may have been while he was on the fishing venture; the 
General Deli very address is consistent with this 
supposition. 
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The last time the author saw his grandfather was in August 
1941. The author had been attending summer school at the 
Montana School of Mines in Butte, and, at the end of the 
term, was hitch-hiking back to his home in Spokane. He 
stopped in Alberton to see his grandparents. Of course, 
Grandma stuffed him full of good home-cooked food, and 
Grandpa (bless him!) stuffed a $5 bill in his pocket, 
telling him to catch a bus the rest of the way home. The 
author never did manage to repay him. 

Levi and Estelle both died in 1945, he at Veterans Hospital 
at Fort Harrison, Helena, Montana, on August 22, and she at 
Superior (Montana) Hospital, November 15. They are buried 
at the Missoula City Cemetery, side by side. 

The author has many fond memories of his Grandfather and 
Grandmother Eller. When they lived in Alberton, the author 
and his two sisters traveled from Spokane to visit them 
during summer vacations from elementary school. 
Grandpa, then working for The Milwaukee Road, provided free 
passes for the trips, which we three children made by 
ourselves, although we were all less than 12 years old. For 
me, one of the highlights of the train ride was always the 
long tunnel under the Idaho-Montana line east of Avery, 
Idaho. Another was the purple and green rocky cliffs along 
the tracks near Cyr, Montana. 

Grandpa sometimes took me fishing. Once we fished at the 
falls in the Clark Fork River (locally called the Missoula 
River) a couple of miles west of Alberton. Another time we 
walked across the river and up Petty Creek a mile or so, 
then fished down toward the mouth of the creek. 

A special delight for all of us was Grandpa 1 s victrola, a 
Victor Gramaphone. These were the first commercially 
marketed record players--phonographs, they were called. The 
records were hard-rubber cylinders about 1~ inches in 
diameter and 5 inches long, the grooved surface being on the 
outside. Grandpa had recordings of beautiful old waltzes 
and, best of all, Hawaiian music. 

Grandpa never owned a car, and therefore never learned to 
drive. Where he wanted to go, the railroad could usually 
take him. Otherwise, he walked. And he was a walkeri Once, 
for example, in the summer of 1939, when he was 70 years 
old, he hiked the 14 miles from the homestead at St. Regis 
up Two-Mile Creek to the Aladdin Mine where the author was 
then working--a climb of over 3, 000 feet. That same 
afternoon, he and the author walked all over the mine 
property. Then, the next day, he hiked back out. 

When Levi and Estelle came to Spokane to visit us--the years 
when we didn 1 t go to Alberton--Grandpa always liked to get 
on his feet and go. Together, he and the author went to the 
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Sportsman's Show, which was held annually under the railroad 
viaduct in what is now Riverfront Park. Grandpa liked to go 
places where he could watch machinery working--! suppose 
most railroad men do. So we visited a sand and gravel pit 
and the Union Iron Works, among places I remember. 

Levi preferred to be called by his middle name, Allen, and 
most people called him that, or Al, although his wife often 
referred to him in his absence as Levi. 

The author's father, Robert Lee Eller3, tells this story 
about his father: One day during World War I, while Levi 
was working for The Milwaukee, walking atop a freight car 
while the train was underway, he accidentally dropped a 
lighted cigar and it rolled under the catwalk and into the 
vent opening and then into the freight car loaded with 
crated high explosives. There followed a wild scramble by 
the train crew to disconnect that car, separate it from the 
rest of the train, then move the explosives by hand until 
the cigar was found--which by then had gone out. Grandpa 
never touched a "smoke" again as long as he lived. 
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ROBERT LEE ELLER3, (Levi A11en E11er2, Jacob B11erl) 

The older 
Armadelle 
2, 1892, 
lived. 

of the two sons of Levi Allen Eller and Estelle 
(Buker) Eller, Robert Lee Eller was born October 
in Missoula, Montana, where his parents then 

He was raised there for about the first 12 years of his 
life--until his parents moved to St. Regis, Montana, about 
1904. He and his younger brother, Lloyd Lamont Eller3, may 
have attended public schools in Missoula for a time, but are 
known to have attended a private Roman Catholic boarding 
school there for at least part of this time so that their 
mother could work as a live-in cook and seamstress in the 
home of a well-to-do Missoula family. (The author believes 
that this family later occupied the governor's mansion in 
Helena.) It was necessary for Estelle to work to help 
support the family at this time because her husband was away 
from home much of the time working on railroads in the south 
and serving in the Spanish-American War with the Texas 
Volunteers. 

Although Lee, in later life, always hated the Catholic 
Church, he admired the nuns and said that the sisters at the 
school had been good to him. 

At St. Regis, the boys attended a very small public school 
just across the St. Regis River from the Eller homestead. 
This school, known as the Buford School, Wa$ just outside 
the northern boundary of the homestead on land that was 
later owned by the Breeding family. It was in this 
schoolhouse that the author's sister, June Ailsa Eller4, was 
later born. 

Lee, as he preferred to be called, attended high school in 
St. Regis but, as far as is known, never graduated. He 
studied civil engineering for at least one year at 
Washington Agricultural College (later called Washington 
State University) amd for one year at Spokane College, then 
completed the surveying course offered by International 
Correspondence Schools. 

At a school dance while attending Spokane College, he met 
Myrtle May Cadwell, the daughter of Clement Seward Cadwell 
and Ella Flora (Bouck) Cadwell, who was then working at a 
downtown Spokane dry goods store, The White House. . .. ~hey 
were married June 1, 1914, in Spokane. ~ . .. 

- .. t!f, 
For the first few months of their marriage, they lived with 
Lee's mother and father at the homestead near St. Regis, 
Montana, but, early in 1915, Levi and Estelle moved to 
Alberton, Montana, leaving the homestead to the young 
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down a Milwaukee passenger train where the line crossed the 
homestead, and thus to go wherever one wanted or needed to 
go--to Superior or Alberton or Missoula or Spokane or 
anywhere else the line went. And, of course, it was always 
possible for a man to hop a freight. But, during the war, 
because of possible security problems, the trains were not 
allowed to stop anywhere except at stations. And freight 
crews were required to keep empty cars locked. So it became 
necessary for Lee and Myrtle to move to Superior for the 
duration of the war in order for him to continue his work, 
and Virginia was born during this period. 

Robert Lee Eller, like his 
emulating him, preferred to 
This had the advantage, 
confusion with another Bob, 
Eller. 

father before him, and perhaps 
be called by his middle name. 
in later years, of avoiding 

his first-born, Robert Cadwell 

Within a year or so of his birth, it became apparent that 
young Robert Cadwell had inherited his father's and his 
grandmother's deafness. While not severe enough to 
interfere too much with schooling in the lower grades, it 
became progressively worse throughout his life until, by the 
age of 50, he had a 90% loss in both ears. He wore a 
hearing aid from the age of 25 on, and was helped 
immeasurably by lip-reading lessons he had received at the 
age of 9 and 10 at the Irving School in Spokane. 

The second child, June, escaped the family hearing problem, 
as, evidently, did all five of the children of Lee's brother 
Lloyd, and so did the daughter, Estelle, born to Lee and his 
second wife, Margaret. 

When June was born, the doctor in attendance assured her 
mother that he would have the birth recorded, but, as was 
discovered much later, he never did. The name chosen for 
her was Ailsa June, the name of a character in a novel that 
Myrtle had read. But everyone called her June almost from 
the beginning. When June applied for Social Security 
coverage many years later, she discovered the oversight. So 
she had her birth recorded herself, under the name, with her 
mother's consent, of June Ailsa. 

When the baby Virginia was born, it became clear very 
quickly that something was very different about her. She 
seldom cried and was a very good little baby, but did not 
respond to her mother's voice. Ultimately, it was 
discovered that she had been born without any auditory 
nerve, making it impossible for her to hear anything. 

Early in the summer of 1922, Myrtle left Lee and took the 
children, first to Missoula for about a month, staying in a 
hotel room, then, when it became apparent that she would 
have to tell her parents that her marriage had failed, in 
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order to get their help to support her family, she moved to 
Spokane to live with her parents. (The author knows and 
understands the causes of this separation and ultimate 
divorce, but feels it is kinder to his parents and to others 
not to include this information in this history.) 

In 1924, Lee married Margaret Kathlyn Robacher in Spokane. 
Margaret was born August 13, 1904, in Rathdrum, Idaho. They 
met in St. Regis where Margaret and her mother were working 
in a restaurant. Two children were born to this marriage: 
Estelle Mayfred Eller4, born February 17, 1925, in Alberton, 
Montana, and Ralph Lloyd Eller4, born January 23, 1927, 
place unknown, but is believed to be St. Regis. 

The latter, called Sonny by his family, died at the age of 3 
as the result of swallowing and choking on a stove bolt. 

For the first two years of their marriage, until Estelle 
finished high school and World War II had begun, Lee and 
Margaret lived at the Eller homestead near St. Regis. In 
1943, Lee came to Spokane to take a job with a firm making 
bearing-packing material for the Navy. A year later, 
Margaret followed, soon finding work in the dry goods 
department of The Crescent, a downtown department store. 
They lived in Spokane for the remainder of their lives, 
first in a rented basement apartment on Boone Avenue, just 
west of Monroe Street, then in a house they bought at the 
corner of Sharp Avenue and Madison Street. 

The homestead was sold in the late 1970s to a St. Regis man 
and the proceeds were divided among the grandchildren of 
Levi Allen Eller2, Margaret also having a share. 

Throughout his adult life, but especially after his second 
marriage, Lee had interests in a variety of mining 
properties--each one of which is an interesting story in 
itself. Among these were a gold placer-mining venture with 
the Westfall brothers of St. Regis on Meadow Creek east of 
Superior, Montana, and a garnet-sand placer operation with 
his brother Lloyd and others, on Ruby Creek, near Fernwood, 
Idaho. In the latter venture, a corporation called American 
Natural Abrasives Co. was formed, and a small washing and 
screening plant was set up on the property, estimated to 
contain tens of millions of· tons of garnet sand. A few tons 
were washed and screened and shipped to sand-blasting and 
cemetery monument companies as free samples. (Garnet is 
much harder, cuts much. faster, and lasts many times longer 
in sand-blasting equipment than the cheaper silica sand 
commonly used. ) However, when a large Midwestern producer 
of such materials got wind of what was going on, I'm told, 
they bought from a rancher a narrow strip of land straddling 
the road and the creek at the entrance to the narrow gulch 
in which the leased property lay, effectively blocking any 
access to the property, and spelling, ultimately, the end of 
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for the stockholders voted to relinquish the 
than continue to fight the industrial giant. 

was later sold to Sunshine Mining Co., of 

the venture, 
lease rather 
The property 
Wallace, Idaho. 

Another interesting story concerns a gold property near what 
is known as the Great Iron Dike near Craig, Colorado. Here, 
in a region in which former President Herbert c. Hoover once 
had an active interest, were tens of thousands of acres of 
desert sand assaying from $2 to $7 a ton. One problem was 
the lack of water for a washing operation. But the greater 
problem--the one which Hoover and Lee, and probably many 
other mining engineers tried to solve--was that the gold was 
as fine a$ flour and would not settle out in placer 
equipment. Lee made all kinds of tests and experiments, 
including a self-devised modification of the flotation 
process, as well as cyanide leaching, but with only limited 
success. To this day (1994), this property, too, has never 
been developed. 

Another venture, involving some of the same people as the 
Colorado operation, was a gold mine near Orient, Washington. 
Here, the ore body lay high on the side of a very steep 
rocky mountain overlooking Kettle River Valley. The only 
practical access to the property was by a tramway from the 
valley floor, although it was possible to reach a point 
above the mine by car up a long, winding logging road that 
comes in from the back side of the mountain. The author 
does not know the outcome of this venture. 

When the government price for gold was increased in the 
1930s from $22 to $35, Lee immediately realized that there 
were in Mineral County dozens of old gold-mine dumps at the 
mouths of tunnels, some of them containing thousands of tons 
of already-mined ore that could now be profitably processed. 
So he designed a small truck-mounted washer, with the idea 
of taking a lease on one of the dumps, parking the truck 
just below the dump, and loading the ore into the processor 
by hand (pick and shovel). For water, he ·planned to either 
pump from a nearby creek or, as in the case of one old mine 
where he hoped to start--the old Iron Mountain Mine above 
superior, where the old tunnel was still in good condition 
and had a good flow of water--he planned to build a concrete 
dam across the mouth of the tunnel behind which water would 
accumulate through the night for use in the next day's run. 
Sadly, Lee never could, in those Great Depression days, get 
enough money together to buy the truck and build the washer. 

Lee's final mining venture was another hard-rock mine near 
the top of Vinegar Peak, southeast of Dale, Oregon. He 
spent many months of the last years of his life prior to his 
first stroke, alone on this mountain, trying to develop the 
property into a paying proposition. 
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There were several other ventures of lesser significance, 
including interest in the Keystone Mine on the Yaak River in 
Montana, the old Chinese-labor placer-mining district at 
Florence, Idaho (near Riggins), and "Happy" Daniels' gold 
mine atop the mountain above Lost Lake, at the head of Cedar 
Creek, near Superior, Montana. 

Throughout his life, Lee had a yearning toward poetic and 
artistic creativity which manifested itself in such ways as 
the writing of jingles, painting in oil and water-colors, 
and, especially during the last few years of his life after 
his first stroke, the creation of beautiful hooked rugs, as 
a me·ans of exercising his partially paralyzed arms, hands, 
and fingers. Many of his letters to the author began with 
an original, humorous jingle, one or more verses long and 
based for meter on a nursery rhyme, concerning some event 
in his life or on current events, often political or 
governmental. While humorous, ·these jingles often had 
serious undertones of ridicule, dismay, or, perhaps, a 
feeling of helplessness to change things. All of his 
children, and probably all of his nieces, nephews, and 
grandchildren, have in their possession treasured examples 
of his artistic, poetic, or rug-making work. 

Lee was too much of an engineer at heart to be able to paint 
nature scenes--his favorite subject--with true-to-life 
randomness and irregular! ty: his clouds and trees and 
mountains always tended to look like they had been designed 
and built by an engineer, which, of course, is what he was. 
But he loved to lay paint to canvas or paper. And who are 
we to say that it is wrong to make things look that way? 

The story is told--by no less an authority than his own 
youngest daughter, in whose home he was living at the 
time--that once, in painting a picture of several kittens in 
a basket, he couldn't get his kittens' whiskers to look 
quite right. So, grabbing a pair of scissors, he cut off 
the family cat' s whiskers and pasted them on his picture. 
What could be more realistic than that? 

It is the author's opinion, however, being himself an 
engineer, and thus undoubtedly prejudiced, that nothing that 
Lee created equals the excellence and beauty of some of his 
engineering drawings in colored pencil of complicated 
machinery. The author has in his possession more than a 
hundred superb drawings Lee made of various original 
machines and devices which he hoped to build, patent, and 
perhaps manufacture for sale, including an innovative design 
for a mining dredge and a novel design for a pump. There is 
one set of 15 drawings for a hydraulic drive for logging and 
road-making equipment. One drive was to be mounted on each 
wheel, thus doing away with the need for a differential. 
Lee's intent was to build four of the drives, install them 
on one of the Westfall brothers' machines, and, if 
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successful, patent the device and, possibly with Westfall 
backing, go into the business of making and selling them. 
Once again, lack of financing foiled him. The author has 
framed one particularly beautiful drawing of this set. 

One of the dreams that Lee had for the homestead was to get 
enough money together to acquire a dragline and, with it, to 
dredge out a half-dozen or so large fish ponds so he could 
raise rainbow trout. Certainly, he had the perfect location 
and the perfect water for this in the Little St. Joe Creek, 
as there was never, after the 1910 fire, more than one 
habitation upstream from the Eller property, even to this 
day. And the water was cold, the stream being in a narrow 
north-south valley and thus shielded from the summer sun 
except at midday. His plans were to create fishing ponds 
for the public--with children especially in mind. With 
carefully laid out ponds, well landscaped, and with 
advertising in city newspapers and sports magazines, this 
could have been a profitable venture, for the place was less 
than a half-mile off a transcontinental highway--U. s. 10. 
He even dreamed of building a few cabins back in the woods 
for fishing families to stay in. 

Lee had installed a home-made hydroelectric lighting system 
at the homestead. He built a flume to carry some of the 
creek water around a rapids near the house. At the lower 
end of the flume was a turbine made out of three oil drums, 
with the ends cut out, welded together end-to-end and the 
whole stood on end on an open concrete base. Inside the 
bottom end of the cylinder was an impeller made of sheet 
metal which was connected by a long pipe shaft up through 
the drums to an automobile generator above the top. The 
system provided overhead lighting for the house, but was not 
bright enough to read by--Coleman gasoline lamps being used 
for this. One problem was that pesky muskrats would, from 
time to time, find their way into the flume and be drawn 
into the turbine, jamming the blades. When screens were 
installed to keep them out, sticks, leaves, and other debris 
often clogged the screens, shutting off the water flow to 
the turbine. 

Lee died May 1, 1967, in Spokane, of a stroke. Margaret 
lived another 22 years until March 7, 1989. They are buried 
side by side on the upper level of Greenwood Cemetery in 
Spokane. 

Their daughter, Estelle Mayfred (Eller) Harsin4, died 
February 10, 1994, as the result of a gunshot wound in the 
face inflicted by her youngest son, Larry Earl Harsin5, when 
she tried to stop him from shooting a neighbor who had just 
killed Larry 1 s dog. Estelle 1 s husband, Roy Laverne Harsin, 
died in the same way at the same time. Both died 
instantly. They are buried side by side at Skyview Memorial 
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Park near Pilot Rock, Oregon. Larry has been committed to 
Oregon State Mental Hospital in Salem. 

Estelle and Roy's youngest daughter, Linda Jean Harsin5, now 
lives in the house on West Sharp Avenue in Spokane formerly 
owned by Lee and Margaret. 
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ROBERT CADWELL ELLER4, (Robert Lee Eller3, Levi Allen 
Eller2, Jacob Ellerl) 

Robert Cadwell Eller, the first child and only son of Robert 
Lee Eller and Myrtle May {Cadwell) Eller, was born May 31, 
1915, in Spokane, Washington, at the home of his mother's 
sister, Bertha Ostrander. His mother had come to Spokane 
from her home in St. Regis, Montana, at the suggestion of 
her sister so she could be near medical help if it should be 
needed when her first baby was born. Bobby, as he was 
called until almost a teenager--and for the rest of their 
lives by his paternal grandparents--lived the first seven 
years of his life in Montana, first at the Eller family 
homestead near St. Regis, then at a nearby unused one-room 
schoolhouse, then for a time at Superior, then, finally, at 
a hotel operated by his parents in St. Regis. He attended 
the first grade at St. Regis School while living at the 
hotel. 

Before he reached the age of 2, it became evident that 
Robert, like his father and paternal grandmother before him, 
was hearing-impaired to some degree. This condition became 
progressively worse throughout his life, necessitating the 
use of a hearing aid from the age of 25 onward. 

His sister, June Ailsa Eller4, was born while the family 
lived in the schoolhouse, on March 8, 1917, and his youngest 
sister, Virginia Mae Eller4, was born January 22, 1919, 
while the family lived in Superior. It very quickly became 
evident that she, too, was hearing-impaired, but to a much 
more profound degree--a fact that was destined to change the 
lives of all members of the family. 

One of the highlights of Bobby's early life came in the 
summer of 1920, when he was 5. His aunt, Bertha Ostrander, 
with her two sons, Romine, then 15, and Harold, 10, on their 
way by automobile to Yellowstone Park, stopped in 
st. Regis. Bertha persuaded her sister to go with them and 
to bring Bobby along. Myrtle's two little daughters were 
taken along as far as Alberton where they were left with 
their grandparents. 

The trip was made in a large open touring car, which the 
author believes was a Reo, having luggage racks on both 
running boards loaded with camping gear. 

This, of course, was quite a few years before there were 
such things as oil-company road maps or motels or service 
stations or paved roads. So, it was a matter of stopping in 
each town along the way to ask for directions on how to get 
to the next town. Nights were spent in tents, usually 
pitched off to the side of the road somewhere in the woods, 
but the author remembers camping one night behind one of the 
few billboards then existing, and waking up the next morning 
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to the music of cowbells outside the tent. To get gasoline, 
one stopped at the general store where the proprietor pumped 
it out of a drum into a bucket which he then carried to the 
car and poured the gas into the tank under the driver's seat 
using a funnel. 

The trip lasted more than 3 weeks, about a week being spent 
in the park, which the author didn't enjoy all that much 
because of the sickening sulphur smell. On the way home, 
word reached the travelers that Bertha's husband, Dwight, 
was critically ill. So they hurried back as fast as 
possible. Dwight died not long after the trip was over. 

Bobby began his schooling when he entered the first grade 
at St. Regis School. At the end of that school year, his 
teacher, Miss Jo Fifield, decided he was ready for third 
grade work, and skipped him to that grade. But 1 when he 
entered the Spokane school system that fall, they would have 
none of it, their policy being not to skip in the lower 
grades, so they promptly demoted him back to the second 
grade. 

When Bobby was 7, his mother left his father, taking the 
children with her and moving in with her parents at their 
home in Spokane. This was in early June, 1922. 

Later that same summer, his mother and her father, working 
together in an effort to find some means for her to support 
herself and her children, conceived the idea of opening a 
store at which fruit and berries from her father's orchard 
on Moran Prairie could be sold. A vacant store was found on 
North Monroe Street, shelves were built and installed and 
stocked, at first with crates of raspberries 1 currants, and 
gooseberries, and boxes of summer apples. As other fruits 
became ripe in the late summer and the fall, plums, prunes, 
pears 1 and fall apples were added. The rear of the store 
had been partitioned off, and Myrtle and her children lived 
there until the end of the fruit season the next year 1 when 
the store was closed. 

The author vividly remembers that he and his sisters were 
often called upon to deliver crates and boxes of berries and 
fruit in their coaster wagon to homes of neighborhood people 
who had no other means of getting their purchases home. 

While 1 i vi ng at the store, when Bobby was 8, his mother 
married again, to James Ogle Bazard, at that time manager of 
the Sunrise Mine near Troy, Montana. Because Jim needed to 
come to Spokane for a few days every couple of weeks for 
supplies for the mine, the family did not need to move to 
the mine or to Troy, so the children could remain in school 
in Spokane, although the family did spend a couple of 
summers at the mine. Saying that he intended to adopt the 
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children, Jim had their surnames changed to Bazard. 
However, adoption proceedings were never instituted. 

When Bobby was about 10 and attending the Irving School, 
where the Spokane School for the Deaf was also located, the 
principal of the School for the Deaf, Edna E. Davis, 
arranged for him to be excused from a study period to have 
an hour a day of lip-reading instruction with her in 
addition to his regular class subjects. With this training 
he was just able to continue through school until the time 
came when hearing aids became available, late in his college 
years. 

At about this same time, when he was 11, Bobby was led to 
know the Lord as his savior by his Sunday School teacher at 
First Presbyterian Church. 

Also about this same time, Bobby decided that he wanted to 
be called Bob. 

on May 12, 1928, his brother, Richard Jeffrey Bazard, was 
born to his mother and step-father. 

A couple of months later, in July 1928, the family bought a 
house in Pasadena Park in the Spokane Valley. This was to 
be the family home for the next 35 years. The house was on 
a 1~-acre tract containing a small orchard of apple, pear, 
cherry, and prune trees, and a large garden space 
containing, at the time, strawberry beds, an asparagus bed, 
raspberry bushes, grape vines, and a rhubarb patch, all of 
which, together with vegetables grown in the garden, were to 
be of critical importance to the family during the Great 
Depression which began the following year. 

Bob and his sister June enrolled in Millwood Grade School 
that fall, while Virginia, then 9, rode the bus into Spokane 
to the School for the Deaf each day. 

The next year, Bob began high school at West Valley High, 
from which he graduated in June 1933, fifth in his class of 
80. During his first two years there, he took a 
Smith-Hughes course in agriculture. Through training thus 
received, he got into the chicken business, thus helping the 
family through the depression years and helping pay his way 
through college. 

The summer between his first two high school years, when he 
was 15, he built, by himself except for the concrete floor 
and footings which were contracted, a chicken house large 
enough for 350 laying hens. That fall, he built a brooder 
house, and the following February took delivery of 500 baby 
chicks. To pay for all this, he borrowed about $200, but 
soon paid it back out of earnings. For the next 12 years, 
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there was income from the chickens--from the rooster fryers 
in the summer and eggs and roasting hens all year. 

When he was 16, he 
before Christmas. 
hospitalized for 19 
oxygen tent. 

came down with double pneumonia two days 
Beginning New Years Day, he was 

days, three days of which were in an 

For about 5 years, starting when he was 12, he was very 
active in the Boy Scouts--attending Camp Cowles on Diamond 
Lake for a couple of weeks two summers. He advanced to the 
rank of Life Scout and was senior patrol leader of Troop 65 
for four years. 

The summer of 1932, he and a neighbor boy, Herbert Anderson, 
were employed by his step-father to clear already-felled 
trees away from poles on a 3-mile-long power line to the 
Mecca Metals Mine near Troy, Montana, where Mr. Bazard was 
then manager. The two teenagers lived by themselves at the 
mine camp, doing their own cooking, with Mr. Bazard checking 
in on them every couple of weeks, coming from another mining 
property he was also working, on the Yaak River. 

After graduating from West Valley High School, Bob spent a 
year working at the Yaak River mine--a placer operation 
about a mile off the East Fork of the Yaak up Solo Joe 
Creek. The four-man crew built a log cookhouse and a log 
bunkhouse, joined together by a roofed-over entry that also 
served as a woodshed. Sluice boxes were bui 1 t, and digging 
in the creek bottom began before freeze-up. 

For the next seven years, he alternated periods of 
employment with periods of attending college, first at 
Spokane Junior College for a year, then at Washington State 
College in Pullman, and, finally, for a summer, at Montana 
School of Mines in Butte. He majored in chemical 
engineering, but never received a degree--lacking only one 
full-year course of meeting the requirements, although he 
had more than enough credit hours. While attending school, 
he held a variety of on-campus jobs to help pay his way, 
including one year as laboratory assistant in the heat-power 
engineering laboratory, one year as laboratory assistant in 
the chemistry department, where he researched all the 
published references to the rare element selenium. He also 
spent a term helping haul dead animals in a horse-drawn 
wagon from the Veterinary Medicine hospital to a pit east of 
the campus where he buried them, and one fall semester 
digging dandelions out of the football field, and digging 
and classifying and storing gladiola bulbs from a large 
field owned by an instructor. Throughout his college 
career, it was necessary for him to batch in order for him 
to afford to attend at all. 

One year he headed for Pullman with only $105 in his 
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pock:et. By the time he had· paid the tuition ($37.50), 
bought needed book:s (second-hand), and paid lab fees and his 
first month's rent, he was nearly broke. But he had a job 
and managed to scrape by liv~~g on oatmeal and peanut butter 
sandwiches until his fiJ:"st check: arrived at the end of the 
month. 

During the periods when he did not go to school for lack of 
money, he worked for his step-father at the Solo Joe Mine 
or, for one summer, at another placer mine on Palmer Creek: 
near Hope, Alaska. He spent more than a year with his real 
father in St. Regis, part of this time serving as deputy 
county surveyor and part helping him on various private 
surveying jobs. For over a year, he ran the mill, by 
himself, at the Aladdin Gold Mine near the head of Two Mile 
creek: southwest of St. Regis. The summer of 1940, with old 
family friend Earl Adams and Earl's wife, Pearl, he helped 
operate a truck-stop restaurant · in St. Regis • . He also 
served as farm and grounds caretaker for the Bethany Home 
For the Elderly near Spokane for 9 months. 

In October 1940 there occurred one of the major turning 
points in Bob's life, although it didn't seem so important 
at the time. He answered an ad in the newspaper seeking 
someone to do some assaying, estimated to tak:e about 10 
days, at $5 per day. The ad had been placed by Lloyd 
Stenstrom, one of the well known Stenstrom brothers, road 
building and logging contractors of Twisp, Washington. 
Lloyd and his brothers, for several years, had been 
operating, on lease, a small gold mine and mill on the 
Fisher River, southeast of Libby, Montana. 

The ore had finally played out and they were about to close 
down for the winter and give up the lease, but got the idea 
that, just maybe, the dirt floor of the mill might contain 
enough gold from splashings, spills, and leaks, over the 20 
years or so that the mill had been operated, to be worth 
digging up and sending to the smelter along with the rest of 
the concentrates. They needed an assayer to find out. 

Bob was hired. It took: him less than 
that the answer was an unequivocal "no," 
full $50, plus board and room. 

a week: to determine 
but he was paid the 

Evenings, in the bunkhouse, the half-dozen miners usually 
played a few friendly hands of pinochle. Bob was invited to 
join in. One of the miners, who wore a hearing aid, 
noticing that Bob was having trouble hearing the calls, took: 
off his hearing aid and insisted that Bob put it on. Bob 
was astonished at how well he could hear with it, having 
previously had poor success with hearing aids. So, when he 
got back: to Spokane, he immediately bought one just like it, 
using the $50 for a down payment. He has worn a hearing aid 
ever since. 
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The significance of all this is that, had he not seen that 
newspaper ad and responded to it, and thus was enabled to 
find out about a good hearing aid and to buy one, he most 
probably would not have gone to that summer school course in 
explosives chemistry at Butte, and thus would not have filed 
the dozen or more job applications with arsenals all over 
the country, one of which applications found its way to the 
Civil Service Commission in Washington and from there to the 
Geological Survey, resulting in appointment to his 1 i fe' s 
work there. But God was pulling the strings! 

In the summer of 1935, before enrolling for the first time 
at Washington State College, Bob took the legal steps to 
change his surname from Bazard back to Eller. 

Two weeks after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, he 
joined the Washington State Guard. Spokane's unit of the 
Guard had just been organized to replace its unit of the 
National Guard which had earlier been called for full time 
duty and sent to California. The State Guard was formed for 
the primary purpose of guarding highways, railroads, 
bridges, underpasses, and similar strategic structures 
against sabotage. 

Six weeks later, in February 1942, he received notice of his 
appointment to a cartographic aide position (grade SP-3) in 
the Topographic Division of the United States Geological 
Survey in Washington 1 D. C. 1 at the salary of $1440 per 
year 1 and was given one week to report there. The next 35 
years of his life were spent in the National Capital area, 
all of it in the employ of the Geological survey. 

On July 231 1944, he was married to Mary Elizabeth Best in 
Annapolis, Maryland, in the home of a Presbyterian minister, 
with the minister's wife as witness. 

Mary was the elder daughter of Hinton James Best and Irene 
Elizabeth (Clayton) Best of Goldsboro 1 North Carolina. She 
was born in Goldsboro, June 14, 1918. Upon the accidental 
death of her father, when Mary was 10 years of age, her 
mother moved with her two daughters back to her home town of 
Asheville, North Carolina. Here, Mary lived for the next 15 
years. She was educated in the public schools of that city, 
and attended Biltmore College there for a year. At the age 
of 251 in the spring of 19431 she, too, accepted a position 
with the Geological Survey in Washington, D. C. 1 and was 
assigned to the same office as that in which her future 
husband was already employed. 

A daughter 1 Marie Annette Eller, was born to them on May 14, 
1945, in Washington. It became apparent very soon after her 
birth that Annette had serious heart problems, later 
diagnosed to be a condition called patent ductus, the 
failure of the artery by which blood bypasses the lungs, 
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which are unused before birth, to close off automatically 
after birth. When severe enough, this condition results in 
what are called blue babies, the result of blood not getting 
enough oxygen from the lungs because muc;:h of it is bypassing 
the lungs. Annette's pediatrician, Dr. Mabel Grosvenor, a 
granddaughter of Alexander Graham Bell, inventor of the 
telephone, sent Annette and her parents to Johns Hopkins 
University Hospital in Baltimore, Maryland, where Dr. Helen 
Taussig and a team of specialists had won world-wide acclaim 
for their success in treating children with heart problems. 
After waiting several years for Annette to develop strength, 
during which time her heart became enlarged as the result of 
the extra load placed upon it, surgery to close off the 
artery was performed by Dr. Taussig in the fall of 1950 when 
Annette was 5. 

Unfortunately, within a few months infection set in at the 
site of the surgery, and the infected artery ballooned into 
an aneurism. After weeks of battling the infection with 
antibiotics, surgery to repair the aneurism was attempted, 
but Annette died on the operating table on April 26, 1951. 
She was buried at Fort Lincoln Cemetery, just outside the 
District of Columbia in Maryland. 

Upon reporting to the Geological Survey when he first 
arrived in Washington, D. C., in 1942, Bob was assigned to 
the Trimetrogon Section. This was a newly-formed group of, 
at the time he joined them, about 30 people, under contract 
to the U. S. Army Air Corps to produce aeronautical charts 
from aerial photographs obtained by the Air Corps of 
selected strategic areas all over the world. The 
photographs were taken with a novel arrangement of three 
synchronized, high-precision, wide-angle, fixed-mount 
cameras, one pointing vertically downward and the other two 
pointing to each side at about 60 degrees from the vertical, 
so that the three provided horizon-to-horizon coverage at 
right angles to the flight direction. The cameras were 
usually mounted on the floor of the aircraft over a hole cut 
in the fuselage. As the aircraft flew along a preplanned 
straight path, the three cameras were simultaneously exposed 
at intervals such that the photographs partially overlapped 
each other along the flight line. Flight strips as long as 
400 miles were commonly made. By making parallel flights 
about 15 miles apart, huge blocks of land could be 
photographed and mapped as a unit. The mapping was done by 
using various instruments that projected the photo imagery 
onto a map base. 

The initial assignment of the group was to map all of the 
possible routes for the proposed Alcan Highway, from the 
U.s. -Canada border to Fairbanks, Alaska. Other areas mapped 
include a 300-mile-wide strip across North Africa from Dakar 
on the west coast to Khartoum, Sudan, near the Indian Ocean, 
as part of the aerial supply route to the China-Burma-India 
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Theater of Operations where the British were holding back 
the Japanese. Another significant task was to map the 
Pacific islands in advance of General MacArthur's forces as 
they island-hopped their way across the South Pacific from 
Guadalcanal to Iwo Jima. Large blocks of other strategic 
parts of the world were also mapped, 

After the war, the mapping continued, but was paid for by 
the countries involved. One major project was the mapping 
of the entire beautiful country of Chile. Another was the 
mapping, for the Danish government, of all the ice-free 
coastal areas of Greenland. Still another was the mapping 
of all of Alaska, except the southern panhandle, in a single 
unit. But by far the largest project was the mapping of all 
of Antarctica except the more or less featureless central 
ice field. 

By 1948, Bob had advanced in grade to the fifth professional 
level and was made head of a unit of about 60 employees 
engaged in making the base planimetric charts upon which 
topographic information was then added by personnel of other 
units. By 1952, the unit had grown to 105 employees. 

That same year, 1952, he was chosen by the American Congress 
on Surveying and Mapping, of which he was a member, to be 
Assistant Editor of its quarterly journal, Surveying and 
Mapping. The following year, upon the retirement of the 
Editor-in-Chief, he assumed that position, which he held for 
the next three years. These positions were unpaid voluntary 
service carried on in spare time. 

In 1956, Bob was chosen to be part of a 3-man team assigned 
the task of investigating ways in which mapping operations 
could be automated by application of computer technology. 
The team members were all chosen from the ranks, and all 
were transferred to the research staff of the Division. 

The team quickly decided that the most promising area for 
automation was in aerotriangulation. They developed, with 
considerable help from a professor at Cornell University, a 
quite complicated mathematical model for the triangulation, 
then compiled a computer program for the model for the 
Burroughs 205 computer which the Survey had just acquired. 
Then, in order to verify that the program was operating 
correctly and efficiently, it was necessary to hand-compute 
a small problem so that answers provided by the computer 
could be checked at various stages of the computation. Two 
of the team members, one being Bob, spent 18 months on this 
calculation, each working 8 hours a day on Marchant electric 
calculators and each working the same problem through, so 
they could check against each other all along the way. In 
the meantime, the other team member was finishing up the 
programming. 
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When the computer program was finished in 1959, 8,000 
commands long 1 it was found that even the smallest possible 
problem (3 photos) required about 8 hours of running time on 
the computer. This was longer than that early computer 
could be depended on to run without error. However 1 a more 
powerful Burroughs 220 was soon acquired. By 1972, 
practical sized problems involving 8 to 10 topographic 
quadrangle maps ( 60 to 80 photos, 400 to 500 square miles) 
could be solved in about 15 minutes on the IBM 360-70 
computer. 

In 1962, Bob was transferred to head the Division's 
Technical Information Office because of a critical need in 
that office to compile training manuals for the Division • s 
employees 1 brought on by rapidly changing technology. His 
work there included not only the preparation and publication 
of the training manuals 1 but also the publication of the 
Division's quarterly technical bulletin 1 the oversight and 
maintenance of the Division's technical library 1 and the 
handling of all kinds of technical inquiries from the 
public, from other government agencies 1 and from members of 
Congress, concerning surveying and mapping. He remained in 
this office until 1966, advancing to grade 13 while there. 

When his former branch chief demanded to have him back, Bob 
was returned to his former position on the Research and 
Technical Standards staff. There he resumed his work on the 
automation of mapping operations. He helped design a large 
72-inch-square automatic plotter for preparing base sheets 
upon which map detail could later be plotted, and wrote a 
computer program for this plotter. With this program, the 
computer needed only to be given certain data about the 
quadrangle to be plotted. From this it generated a tape 
containing plotting instructions in terms of 1/1000-inch X 
and Y movements of the plotting head. The tape was then 
used to drive the plotter to automatically plot the base 
sheet. 

From 1962 to 1966, he served as Associate Editor of the 
Third Edition of the 2-volume Manual .2! Photogrammetry, 
published in 1966 by the American Society of 
Photogrammetry. This was voluntary, unpaid work carried out 
in spare time at home. 

In 1971 and 197 2, he helped establish a test site consisting 
of two adjacent 7J.z-minute quadrangles near Louisburg, North 
Carolina. The 9- by 12-mile area was carefully surveyed by 
ground methods; about 60 horizontal and vertical control 
points were established, monumented, and then targeted for 
air visibility with large white plastic crosses. The area 
was then photographed from the air with flight strips at 
various heights. The site and the photos were then used as 
a testing ground for various techniques for mapping, and to 
test the precision of aerial cameras. 
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In 1973 and 1974, he spent most of a year on assignment at 
Rome, New York, investigating an automatic map compilation 
system then being developed by the u. S. Air Force at 
Griffiss Air Force Base, the objective of the assignment 
being to determine whether the system might have application 
in the Survey's work. The results were inconclusive because 
the equipment repeatedly broke down. Nevertheless, valuable 
insights were gained as to the merits of the Air Force's 
approach to the problem. 

Bob retired from the Geological Survey September 26, 1975, 
at grade GS-14. 

When he first went to Washington, Bob lived in a rooming 
house, paying $7 a week for a large windowless closet on a 
stairway landing between the first and second floors. 
Because he was nearly broke at the time he arrived, and 
because his first pay check was not due for more than a 
month, he subsisted largely on peanut butter and jelly 
sandwiches, a practice he'd become proficient at while 
batching at college. After 6 months, he moved into Mrs. A's 
boarding house with two coworkers. 

When he and Mary were married, they took a furnished 
apartment in the building in which Mary had lived for a year 
and a half. The apartment building manager, who had been 
promoting the romance, actually hastened the marriage by 
telling the young couple that she had a vacant furnished 
apartment and would give them the furniture if they would 
get married and take the apartment. They did, and she did. 

In the summer of 1948, they bought a 1 3/4 acre wooded lot 
in a large land development 23 miles west of Washington near 
Centreville, Virginia, paying $10 down and agreeing to pay 
$10 a month for the next 10 years. The lot was part of what 
before the Civil War had been a large corn field and during 
that war was used as a campground by Union forces guarding 
the approaches to Alexandria and Washington along the nearby 
Braddock Road, which the Revolutionary War British general 
of that name had built between Alexandria and Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. 

After the Civil War, the land had reverted to its natural 
state and, at the time of acquisition by the Ellers, was a 
mature forest of white and red oak, hickory, and sweet gum 
trees, with an understory of dogwood, redbud, ironwood, and 
eastern red cedar. 

Working together weekends, holidays, and vacations, Bob and 
Mary cleared a space large enough for a small house and a 
garden, then, because the wartime shortage of building 
materials still persisted, began building a 3-room house of 
logs, using the straightest of the many oaks on the 
property. Together, using a 1-man,l-woman, 6-foot crosscut 
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saw and axes, they felled the trees, limbed them, cut them 
into logs of proper length, debarked the logs, notched them, 
and rolled them to the house site and up log ramps to the 
tops of the walls. By the time the walls were head-high, 
building materials became available at the local sawmill, so 
the upper walls and roof were framed with lumber. Then they 
hand-dug a 22-foot well, Mary doing the hoisting at the top 
while Bob did the digging. 

They moved into their tiny new home in September 1952, four 
years after buying the land and a year and a half after 
Annette's death. 

Three months later, early in December and just after the 
out-of-court settlement of a potential lawsuit against them 
resulting from an automobile accident, the strain of it all 
became too much for Mary. She ended up in a mental hospital 
140 miles away in Staunton, Virginia, where she remained 
until the end of April the following year, with Bob making 
the long drive down and back every weekend to be with her. 

Two weeks after Mary entered the hospital, a fire in the new 
home, caused by an overheated stove while Bob was at work, 
burned out one wall of the house. The firemen discovered 
that, sometime during the construction of the house, and 
unbeknownst to the Ellers, mice had built a nest of dry 
grass atop the chimney flue inside the wall. This was what 
ignited. Bob • s kindhearted boss persuaded him to come and 
live with him and his wife until repairs could be made, 
which took four months of evening work. 

When it became apparent that the county would never permit a 
septic system in that high-clay soil, and that sewers were 
tens of years in the future, the Ellers began looking for 
another home. They found a new brick house near Manassas, 6 
miles farther away from work, and moved there in June 1962 
after selling the Centreville property. 

About this time, the Geological Survey • s Research and 
Technical Standards staff was moved from Washington, D. C. , 
to McLean, Virginia, cutting 10 miles off the driving 
distance for Bob. Later on, in 1974, the entire Survey 
moved into a new building built for them in Reston, 
Virginia. This didn • t reduce the driving distance but did 
reduce the driving time and the stress. 

As an investment, and to protect their privacy and provide 
elbow room, he and Mary bought the heavily-wooded lot above 
and behind their Manassas home. This gave them unshaded 
room for a garden, yet preserved the trees from a developer, 
trees that protected them from the morning sun. 

While living there, they became active members of Parkside 
Alliance Church, Bob serving variously as treasurer, elder, 
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trustee, and member of the governing board, while Mary and 
the pastor's wife collaborated on vacation Bible schools 
each summer and, for several years, ran a "happy hour" each 
school-day afternoon after school for several dozen 
neighboJ:hood youngsters, many of Wh9nt 1{ere led to the Lord 
through their work. Mary was also active in the church 
women's society. 

The Ellers sold their home in Manassas in 1977 after Bob 
retired, and moved to Spokane Valley, renting a house for 
the first year, then buying a house on 30th Avenue. 

Almost immediately, they began developing a ~-acre tract of 
land they had bought several years earlier on the west bank 
of the Pend Oreille River about 12 miles north of Cusick, 
Washington. Together, they cleared the land of underbrush 
and removed enough trees and their stumps for a homesite, 
staying a few days at a time in a small travel trailer they 
had acquired. They had a well drilled and electricity 
brought in, then a new double-wide mobile home was brought 
to the site. Skirting and porches were added, a tool house 
built, and a garden and lawn started. 

Here they spent many happy weeks each year, winter and 
summer, enjoying the ever-changing scenery and the 
wild-animal visitors, raising a garden, and gradually 
improving the property. Many friends and family members 
were entertained here, and from here many expeditions were 
started for huckleberries. 

In 1988, they purchased the lot adjoining their property on 
the north to keep the owner from building on it too close to 
their house. 

When they first moved to Spokane, they transferred their 
membership from Parkside Alliance Church to Valley Alliance 
Church and both became active in that work, Mary as a 
deaconess and a member of the Alliance Women, and Bob as the 
treasurer, a deacon, a trustee, and, from time to time, a 
Sunday School teacher for adults. 

On May 25, 1991, while Bob was gone for the day helping a 
church member move, Mary suffered a severe stroke. When he 
arrived home in the late afternoon, he found Mary on the 
kitchen floor, only partly conscious. After a week in the 
hospital, during which it became evident that her entire 
right side was paralyzed, and that she therefore could not 
speak or swallow or walk or control her bladder or bowel 
movements, she was fitted with a feeding tube into her 
stomach through her nose and throat, then moved to a nearby 
nursing home where, for six weeks she underwent intensive 
physical, occupational, and speech therapy, with only 
limited improvement except that she did learn to stand with 
only a little support. 
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After three months there, she was moved to another nursing 
home where, in time, she learned to wheel herself around in 
a wheelchair, to eat soft foods without choking, and to 
control her bowels and bladder. After a few months, the 
feeding tube was removed from her nose and throat and, under 
general anesthesia, inserted directly into her stomach 
through the abdominal wall. But then, beginning about a 
year after her stroke, a series of debilitating and 
exhausting seizures set her back months in recovering her 
faculties. 

Throughout this period, Bob spent several hours each day 
with Mary, helping her to recover, helping her to eat, and 
trying to make life more enjoyable for her by doing such 
things as playing musical tapes for her, talking to her, 
reading to her, wheeling her around in her wheelchair inside 
and outside the nursing home, and, later, taking her for 
rides in the car to visit friends and to eat at restaurants. 

While she never was able to talk again, she became 
proficient at making her wants, needs, and feelings known, 
by gestures and sounds, and cul ti va ted a host of loving 
friends among the residents and staff of the home. She was 
aware of, and understood, everything that went on around her 
and everything that was said to her. The proof of this is 
that she cried at sad things, like the deaths of friends, 
and laughed at funny things. 

When it became clear that Mary would probably never be able 
to go home except on visits of a few hours, Bob, in 
September 1992, sold the Pend Oreille River property. The 
decision to do so was difficult, but was influenced by the 
fact that he no longer had time to keep the place up, by the 
fact that going there without Mary was not enjoyable, and by 
the knowledge that, sooner or later, he would probably need 
the money thus gained to pay for Mary's care. 

Mary suffered a second major stroke early on the morning of 
May 8, 1994, which left her in a coma. She died in the late 
afternoon of May 14, 1994, without regaining consciousness. 
This happened to be the birthday of her deceased daughter, 
Annette. Mary is buried on the upper level of Greenwood 
Cemetery in Spokane. 
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JUNE AILSA ELLER4, (Robert Lee Eller3, Levi Allen Eller2, 
Jacob Ellerl) 

June Ailsa Eller, the elder daughter of Robert Lee Eller and 
Myt"tle May (Cadwell) Eller, was born March 8, 1917, in 
St. Regis, Montana, She was oEiginally pamed Ailsa June 
Eller, the given names being those of the heroine in a novel 
her mother had read during her pregnancy. When, as a young 
woman, June applied for a copy of her birth certificate so 
she could enroll under Social Security, she discovered that 
the doctor in attendance at her birth had never had her 
birth recorded, as he was legally required to do, so she had 
her birth recorded herself and, at the same time and with 
her mother's approval, interchanged her given names. 

At the time of her birth, which was at home as was customary 
in those days, her parents were living in what had earlier 
been a one-room schoolhouse, located just outside the 
northwest corner of the Eller homestead about a mile west of 
St. Regis. 

Within months after her birth, her parents moved to 
Superior, Montana, where the family remained until after 
World War I was over. Here June's younger sister, Virginia 
Mae Eller, was born. Soon after Virginia's birth, the 
family moved back to St. Regis where they lived in part of a 
small hotel which they operated. 

Early in the summer of 1922, when June was 5 years old, her 
parents separated, her mother taking her three small 
children, first to Missoula, Montana, where they lived in a 
hotel room for a month, then to Spokane where they lived 
with June's maternal grandparents for a few weeks. 

In August, June's mother and grandfather opened a fruit 
store, which they called Highland Orchard Fruit Store, on 
North Monroe Street in Spokane, with the object of providing 
a retai 1 outlet for the fruit and berries raised on her 
grandfather's orchard on Moran Prairie and, at the same 
time, providing a way for June's mother to become 
self-supporting. The young family lived in curtained-off 
quarters at the ~ear of the small store. 

That fall, June started in the first grade at Emerson 
School. She loved school, made friends easily, and did very 
well in her studies. She was blessed with better health 
than her brother and sister, and did not have the hearing 
problem they apparently inherited. 

A year later, on September 2, 1923, her mother married James 
Ogle Bazard who was then manager of the Sunrise Mine at 
Troy, Montana. Mr. Bazard had become acquainted with the 
family as the result of stopping at the fruit store several 
times to buy fruit for the mine and cigars for himself. 
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At the time of this marriage, June's mother had the surnames 
of all three of her children legally changed to Bazard, with 
the understanding that Mr. Bazard would legally adopt the 
children. This never came about, but the children continued 
under the name of Bazard until adulthood. 

After the fruit season was over the following fall, the 
family gave up the fruit store and moved into a tiny house 
on West Nora Avenue. During the next two years, the family 
moved four more times, with the children attending four 
different schools in different parts of Spokane, ending up 
at the Irving School at Fifth Avenue and Cedar Street. Here 
June completed the third and fourth grades under somewhat 
more stable conditions. 

The family spent the summer of 1924 at the Sunrise Mine, 
eight miles south of Troy, Montana, living in two 
wooden-floored tents, side-by-side high on the slope of 
Grouse Mountain, with a wonderful view across Lake Creek 
valley to the beautiful Cabinet Range beyond. June's mother 
served as cook for the mine, and the family ate their meals 
in the cookhouse after the miners had been fed. 

Memorable highlights of that unforgettable summer include 
family fishing hikes down to Iron Creek at the base of the 
mountain, and huckleberrying expeditions higher up on the 
mountain in the evenings, once being surprised to see a bear 
stand on his hind legs at the far side of the berry patch 
where they had all been eating their fill, including the 
bear. He left promptly. Some Sundays (miners always worked 
six days a week in those days) the family hiked to the top 
of the mountain to picnic and/or to hunt grouse for dinner 
the next day. On the Fourth of July, the family hiked over 
the mountain to the then-abandoned Diamond Hitch Mine for a 
picnic and fishing for trout in nearby Keeler Creek. 

In the middle of August, the family was called back to 
Spokane by the sudden and unexpected death of June's 
maternal grandfather. 

In the summer of 1926, the family moved once again, this 
time moving back to June's grandmother's house on West 
Frederick Avenue where the family had lived when they first 
came to Spokane. Her grandmother had decided to move to a 
small apartment closer to downtown and to stores, rather 
than to keep up the house and yard, so she sold the house to 
June's mother and step-father. Here the family lived for 
two more years while June completed the fifth and sixth 
grades at Emerson School. 

Memorable events of these two years include a summer ( 1926) 
which the children spent in Montana, staying first for 
several weeks with their paternal grandparents in Alberton, 
and then for the remainder of the summer with their father 
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and his new wife Margaret and their year-and-a-half-old 
daughter Estelle. In 1927, the family again spent a summer 
at the Sunrise Mine near Troy, this time living in a new 
small log bunkhouse built specially for the family. 

A major event of this period was the birth, on May 12, 1928, 
of June's younger brother Richard Jeffery Bazard. 

Another high! ight of 1928 was the family's f ina! move, this 
time to a wonderful place in Pasadena Park in the Spokane 
Valley. The house was on a 1;-acre lot on which there were, 
at the time, a dozen apple trees, two prune trees, two 
cherry trees, a long row of raspberry bushes, a huge garden 
area, a chicken house, and, best of all from the excited 
children's point of view, a swimming pool. 

Slightly less than Olympic size, being actually 8 feet by 10 
feet in dimensions, and all of 4 feet deep at the deep end, 
the pool could be filled by allowing irrigation water from a 
head ditch to flow into it each week at the allotted 
irrigation time. Cracks in the concrete caused the pool to 
slowly empty itself over a period of several days, but the 
children had fun while the water lasted. 

The family lived at this place until all the children were 
grown and gone, and their mother continued to live here for 
a few years more until she married again in 1954. 

While living here, June completed her schooling from the 
seventh grade at Millwood Grade School through high school 
at West Valley High. As always, she was an outstanding 
student, being active in many facets of school life, 
including sports, dramatics, and student government. She 
was a substitute on the tennis team, and earned a basketball 
letter. She was a member of the Masquers Club, a dramatics 
group. She served as president of the Girls' League and was 
Treasurer of the Student. Body. She was salutatorian of her 
class at graduation in June 1934. At that time, she was 
selected by the school faculty as one of the two most 
outstanding seniors in the class, based on scholarship, 
character, and achievement. For that honor, her name was 
engraved on the school honors trophy. She was popular with 
her classmates and made many close friends, keeping in 
touch with some of them to this day. 

While living in Pasadena Park, the family began attending 
Millwood Presbyterian Church. The children regularly 
attended Sunday School, and all were active in Christian 
Endeavor. 

Within a week after graduation, June accepted the position 
of file clerk-typist-assistant bookkeeper-Girl Friday at 
Appleway Chevrolet Co. in Dishman, Washington, at the 
munificent salary of forty dollars a month. She continued 
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to work for this expanding organization until she retired in 
1982, 48 years later, except for a 14-year period starting 
at the beginning of World War II when she followed her 
airman husband to Air Force bases in California and Texas, 
and continuing until her children were both in school. 

After becoming employed, June joined Pi Kappa Nu, a 
businesswomen's club sponsored by the Spokane YWCA. At one 
of their dances, she met a young man named Kenneth Austin 
Hubbard, who was then working at Shaw & Borden, an office 
supply firm, as a photographic technician, at the same time 
serving as night clerk at the Spokane YMCA to pay for his 
room there. Kenneth was born and raised in Troy, Montana. 

After a long courtship, they were married on Thanksgiving 
Day, November 23, 1940, in a simple ceremony in her mother's 
living room conducted by Rev. Luther N. Williams, long-time 
minister at Millwood Presbyterian Church. 

Until her husband was drafted in 1942, they .lived in 
apartments in Spokane, first on West Second Avenue then on 
West Riverside Avenue. When Kenneth was sent to an air base 
near Sacramento, California, that same year, she followed, 
taking a job with Bank of America in Sacramento. Later, 
when he was transferred to other bases, first near Redlands, 
California, then near San Antonio, Texas, she moved with 
him. 

While living in Redlands, her son Keith Albert Hubbard5 was 
born on March 1 , 1944. Six weeks later, when her husband 
was transferred to an air base at San Antonio, Texas, June 
followed in the family car, driving alone with the tiny 
baby. Six months later June decided to move back to 
Spokane. This time, her husband took a furlough and drove 
with her. Soon after the trip started, baby Keith became 
ill. It was necessary to put him in a hospital in Lubbock, 
Texas, for several days where his condition was diagnosed as 
anemia and extreme dehydration. June stayed at his bedside 
the entire time. 

In Spokane, June and Keith lived with her mother until her 
husband was discharged in 1945. 

After the war was over and Kenneth was discharged from 
military service, the young couple bought a house on West 
Wabash Avenue in Spokane. While living there, their 
daughter Virginia May Hubbard5 was born to them on April 17, 
1949. 

From June's point of view, the early years 1 i ving here were 
some of the best years of her adult life. She was able to 
settle down for the first time since her marriage. She 
enjoyed being home, raising her children in a neighborhood 
of friendly, sociable young couples with small children. 

65 
The Eller Chronicles 
Volume XIII, Issue 4 

Page 32 



JUNE AILSA ELLER WITH HUSBAND KENNETH 
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When they first moved there, there were 28 preschool 
youngsters in their double block. It was natural, then, 
that June would soon become active in preschool affairs with 
the other young mothers. A little later, when her children 
were in school, she served a one-year term as president of 
the Parent-Teacher Association of Field Grade School. 

Because Spokane was on the route between Troy, Montana, 
where Kenneth • s parents and other family members lived, and 
the Puget Sound area where others of them lived, June • s home 
served as a convenient stop-over point for family members as 
they traveled back and forth on visits. So they frequently 
had overnight guests of the Hubbard family. 

In 1956, with both of her children then in school, 
returned to work at Appleway Chevrolet Co., remaining 
until she retired in 1982. 

June 
there 

June's son, Keith Albert HubbardS, married Caroline Jean 
Howe on August 27, 1966, in a large church wedding_ in 
Seattle, Washington. Her daughter, Virginia May Hubbard~, 
married John Victor Arveson on September 4, 1971, in a 
ceremony that was in strong contrast to that of her 
brother. It was an outdoor ceremony in a beautiful setting 
in a field along the Little Spokane River held at seven 
o'clock in the morning. 

That same September, with her children then both married, 
June and Kenneth separated, June moving into an apartment in 
Spokane Valley while Kenneth remained at the house on Wabash 
Avenue. They were divorced on February 23, 1972. 

A little over a year later, on March 9, 1973, she married 
Phillip Eugene Cockrill, a coworker at Appleway Chevrolet 
Co., moving into his house on North Bannen Road in Spokane 
Valley. Kenneth remarried later. 

She became a grandmother on November 26, 1967, when her 
son • s son, Kenneth Alan Hubbard6, was born. He married 
Laura Leota Poston, March 16, 1991. They have a son, Kyle 
Albert Hubbard?, born June 24, 1993. The name of this boy, 
like that of four successive generations of his male 
forebears, carries the initials K.A.H. Keith's younger son, 
Eric Eugene Hubbard6, married Karin Marie Olson, July 24, 
1993. 

John and Virginia Arveson have two children: Chad Victor 
Arveson6, born February 26, 1976, and Shelby Dawn Arveson6, 
born October 18, 1977. 

When June retired from the Appleway Corporation in 1982, 
she was awarded a car--a new Chevrolet Citation--in 
appreciation of her long, faithful, and unquestionably 
valuable service to the organization. 
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VIRGINIA MAE ELLER4, (Robert Lee Eller3, Levi Allen Eller2, 
Jacob Ellerl) 

Virginia Mae Eller, the younger daughter of Robert Lee Eller 
and Myrtle May (Cadwell) Ell~r, was born January 22, 1919, 
in Superior, Montana, Her pa~ents and siQlings were, at the 
time, living in a rented house in this town, the county seat 
of Mineral County, so her father could get back and forth to 
his work at the courthouse where he was then county 
surveyor, travel by train from the Eller homestead near 
St. Regis having become difficult because of the war. 

Within weeks after her birth, it became clearly evident that 
Virginia was different. She was a very good baby, seldom 
crying, but did not seem to respond to her mother 1 s voice. 
She watched the faces of people around her with an uncommon 
intensity. While 1 because of the genetic hearing problem in 
her father 1 s family 1 her parents suspected that she was 
hearing-impaired, it wasn't until a couple of years later 
that they learned the full magnitude of her hearing loss. 
After examining and testing her, a Spokane doctor informed 
her mother that Virginia had been born without auditory 
nerves connecting her inner ears with her brain. This fact 
made it impossible for her to hear anything at all. And 
this fact was destined to radically affect not only her own 
life but also the lives of her immediate family, most 
especially that of her mother. 

A few months after her birth, the family moved back to the 
homestead at St. Regis. A year later, her parents became 
proprietors of a small hotel in St. Regis, with a dining 
room and an adjacent pool hall. Because her father had to 
spend several days each week at work in Superior, her 
mother, with very little help, did all of the work of 
bed-making, cleaning, and laundry for the hotel, and cooking 
and dish-washing for the dining room, while trying to do 
justice to the job of raising her three children. 

Early in the summer of 1922, when Virginia was only 3 years 
old, her mother and father separated, Myrtle taking the 
children with her. They went first to Missoula and lived in 
a hotel room for over a month. Near the end of this time, 
Myrtle's younger sister, Ethyl, in whom she had confided, 
came to Missoula and convinced her sister that she should 
come home to Spokane and tell her parents about her failed 
marriage in order to get their help in supporting her 
children. The family then traveled to Spokane and moved in 
with Myrtle's parents. 

That fall, when the older children began attending nearby 
Emerson Grade School 1 they were both diagnosed by the school 
nurse as needing tonsilectomies and/or adnoidectomies. 
Since their mother couldn't afford the surgeries, the nurse 
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arranged for them to be done free of charge by the Red Cross 
at its local clinic on North Howard Street. 

On one of the three days that they were in the clinic, 
recovering, Myrtle, coming to visit her children, with 
Virginia beside her, happened to walk past the Horace Mann 
School, next door to the clinic, and, there, inside of a 
high chain-link fence, noticed a number of children at 
play. It was evidently recess or lunch time. Her attention 
was caught by the fact that there was something strange 
about these children--they were playing vigorously, as 
children do, but were making very little noise. A woman 
standing inside the fence, noticing Myrtle, came over to 
speak to her. That woman turned out to be Edna E. Davis, 
the woman who was, in time, to have a greater effect on 
Virginia 1 s life than anyone except her own mother. Edna was 
the founder, and at first the only teacher, of the Spokane 
School For the Deaf, a part of the Spokane City School 
System, that was, at that time, located at the Horace Mann 
School. 

Virginia 1 s story cannot be told without first telling 
something about Edna Davis 1 life. Early in life, Edna 
Eleanor Davis, a native of Devil 1 s Lake, North Dakota, 
decided that she wanted to be a teacher of handicapped 
children. After earning her degree in education at Hamlin 
University in North St. Paul, Minnesota, she accepted a 
position with the Central Institute For the Deaf in 
St. Louis, Missouri, as a teacher. This school, unlike 
almost all others in the country at that time, taught 
lip-reading and speech, rather than sign language. In fact, 
students were forbidden to use sign language while at 
school, even among themselves. 

The great disadvantage of sign language is, of course, that 
those who use it can communicate only with those few others 
who also know it, and therefore spend their lives in virtual 
isolation from society, whereas an adept lip-reader who has, 
if necessary, also been taught to speak, can live and work 
in the mainstream of society, as Virginia 1 s life so 
abundantly illustrates. On the other hand, lip-reading and 
speech are far more difficult to teach and to learn. For 
those who have never heard human speech, the process takes 
many years of painstaking effort and prodigious patience on 
the part of the teacher, and seemingly overwhelming 
difficulties for the child. 

A couple of years after going to St. Louis, while on a 
vacation train trip to the Pacific Northwest, Edna stopped 
off at Spokane for a few days. When she learned that 
Spokane did not have any special school for the deaf, and 
that the local deaf children were thus either deprived of 
schooling entirely or were sent across the state to the 
state school for the deaf in Vancouver, Washington, where 
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only sign language was taught, she decided to try to 
convince the school district officials to let her begin a 
school in Spokane where only lip-reading would be taught. 
She succeeded, as anyone who knew this loving but determined 
woman could nave fo~etQl~. 

Space was assigned to her in the Horace Mann School, at that 
time a school for the city 1 s retarded children. She began 
teaching, with a half-dozen children, in 1922, the year that 
Virginia enrolled. 

After only a few months, Edna began to realize that having 
the school for the deaf in the same building as the school 
for mentally retarded children was not good, because it 
tended to reenforce the public 1 s conception that deaf 
children were mentally retarded. In truth, they are no more 
so than any other randomly-selected group of youngsters, 
although their lack of communication skills seems to 
indicate otherwise. 

so, at Edna's insistence, the school was moved, in 1924, to 
unused space on the ground floor of the Irving Grade School 
on West Sixth Avenue. It remained there, constantly growing 
and adding more teachers, until the Edna E. Davis School was 
built on the far north side of town in 1954. Edna retired 
four years later and took a long planned year-long cruise 
around the world. She died in 1978. 

Among the other teachers at the school who had great 
influence on Virginia's life were Jo Deeter, whom she dearly 
loved, Inga Mikkelson, Henrietta Gruber, and Alice Holt. 

Within a few days after Myrtle's chance encounter with Edna 
at the schoolground, Virginia, then only 3~, was enrolled in 
the school. For the first half-dozen years, her mother took 
her to school each day by streetcar, then went after her 
each afternoon. By the time Virginia was 8, however, she 
was able to get to school by herself, including a downtown 
transfer, although her mother or her older brother continued 
to take her to the streetcar line each day and to meet her 
there each afternoon for a few more years. 

Her brother, the author, can clearly see, in the way these 
events occurred and in their timing, the loving hand of God 
in working things out so beautifully for Virginia. It was 
no mere series of fortuitous accidents that, the same year 
Virginia's mother left her father and came to Spokane, Edna 
Davis also came to Spokane and started the school, and that 
Virginia needed to have minor surgery, and that, for lack of 
money, arrangements were made to have this done at the Red 
Cross Hospital, and that the hospital was next door to the 
school that Edna started, and that Virginia's mother chanced 
to walk past the school while the children and Edna were on 
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The student body and teachers of the Spokane School For the Deaf 
in 1930. Virginia Mae Eller is fourth from the left in the 
front row. At back right are teachers Edna Davis and Jo Deeter. 
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the playground, and, to cap it all, that Virginia was then 
only 3 years old, the ideal age, according to experts in 
the field, to begin such teaching. 

The teaching of the students, who ranged in age from 3 to 
about 15 at that time, had to be tailored to the individual 
needs of each child, much of it being on a one-on-one basis, 
often with the child sea ted on the teacher's lap. In 
Virginia's case, because she was among the most severely 
impaired of all, the training had to start at the most 
elementary level. It involved, although not necessarily in 
this order (in fact, many of these things were going on at 
the same time): ( 1) learning the meanings of simple printed 
words like "!", "you", "come", "go", "give", "ball", and 
"door"; ( 2) learning the meanings of simple printed 
sentences like "Give the ball to the boy."; (3) 
learning--and this was hardest of all--to make appropriate 
sounds for the various vowels and consonants (for example, 
to learn how to - make the sound for the letter 11 M", the 
teacher places the child's hand on her cheek and sounds 
"m-m-m-m", then places the child's hand on his ·own cheek 
while he tries to make the same vibrations in his cheek, 
repeating this over and over and over again until the child 
finally gets it right, then, after jubilant celebration, has 
him practice it every day until he can do it freely and 
easily); (4) teaching the child to put the various 
sounds--of which there are about SO--together to form words; 
( 5) teaching him to put the spoken words together to form 
simple meaningful sentences; (6) teaching the child to 
recognize the printed word or words that he has spoken; and, 
probably not finally, ( 7) teaching the child to read the 
teacher's lips when, first, single words are spoken, then 
simple sentences. Only then is the child ready for "normal" 
conversation, with more complex ideas and thoughts expressed 
in more complex sentences. 

One great key to success is teacher patience; another is 
profuse rewarding of the child for successes. Even the most 
minor of triumphs by a child calls for exuberant 
celebration, often by the entire class. 

All of this required, in Virginia's case, a period of 6 or 7 
years. Then she was ready to begin full-time formal 
education in things like reading, spelling, arithmetic, and 
geography, although it must not be supposed that she had 
learned nothing of these subjects up to this point, nor 
should it be assumed that she then stopped learning to speak 
and read lips. These require life-long practice. To quote 
from an article about the Spokane School For the Deaf in the 
Spokesman-Review for May 14, 1939, by Joseph M. Tewinkel, 
then public relations director for the Spokane School Board: 
"Don't expect beautiful enunciation; remember that it is a 
near-miracle these children talk at all. It never will be 
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"natural" for them to speak. It sounds like an appalling 
load for handicapped youngsters. But they love every minute 
of it." 

What may not be so clearly evident to an outsider like 
Mr. Tewinkel is that Edna infused her happy and loving 
personality into the children. Certainly Virginia 1 s 
cheerful and optimistic outlook, so often commented on by 
her later teachers, and noticed by all who knew her, can be 
traced, in large part at least, to her early teachers. The 
author admits to being biased in his baby sister 1 s favor, 
but he has an abundance of written proof that he is not 
alone in his assessment of her good nature. 

After 14 years of schooling, Virginia graduated from the 8th 
grade, at the age of 17. For the previous 3 or 4 years, she 
had been taking some of her subjects in regular classrooms 
at Irving School with hearing children, as a means of 
practicing reading lips of various speakers. 

West Valley High School, where her brother and sister had 
gone, upon being asked, readily agreed to accept her on a 
trial basis. There she quickly won the hearts of students 
and faculty alike with her smiling cheerfulness, 
intelligence, and willingness to work hard. She made 
excellent grades in all subjects and was active in sports, 
especially tennis, volleyball, and basketball, as well as in 
art, where she won national recognition with her water 
colors. She was on the staff of her class yearbook. So 
well did she do, in fact, that she completed high school in 
3~ years instead of the normal 4, and, to top that, won a 
scholarship to Kelsey-Baird School of Business in Spokane. 
The scholarship was sponsored, in part, by Spokane Business 
and Professional Women. 

After graduating from West Valley in January 1940, just 
before her 21st birthday, she took a deserved vacation. She 
then enrolled at Kelsey-Baird, hoping to become a 
bookkeeper--work that she thoroughly enjoyed in high school. 

Like her mother, Virginia was tiny, weighing hardly a 
hundred pounds and standing barely 5 feet tall, but she was 
a bundle of energy and a highly creative one. Besides being 
an accomplished artist, she was a superior cook and an 
excellent seamstress. She made many of her own clothes. 
Once, when she was in the later years of high school, her 
Aunt Bertha gave her one of her fur coats, which turned out 
to be too large for Virginia. Under her aunt 1 s expert 
guidance, Virginia took it all apart, cut the pieces down in 
size, then put them back together again for a perfect fit, 
and had enough material left over to make a stylish matching 
turban-style hat. 
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A sample of Virginia's high school 
art work. A pen-and-ink drawing. 
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When she was in her early teens, she persuaded her mother to 
teach her to play the piano, as she had done with her two 
older children. This wasn't as difficult for Virginia as 
one might suppose because, first of all, Virginia was a very 
intelligent child and had a strong desire and natural talent 
for all artistic pursuits. The fact that she could not hear 
the notes was not a great deterrent, because she could feel 
the vibrations through her fingers on the keys, through her 
toes on the pedals, and through other sensitive parts of her 
body like the pit of her stomach and the bones of her head. 
She could sense the differences in the vibrations of the 
various notes. In time, she became surprisingly good at it, 
and even learned to inject feeling into the music. 

Virginia never let her inability to hear stand in the way of 
doing things she wanted to do. She became a fair swimmer 
and a good bowler. She regularly attended Christian 
Endeavor meetings and activities at her church, Millwood 
Presbyterian, and twice spent a week at Twin low, the 
Christian Endeavor camp on Lower Twin Lake, Idaho, with 
others from the church. 

During her high school days, Virginia was called upon 
several times by one or another of her former teachers at 
the Spokane School For the Deaf to come and talk to her 
students, telling about her life and her high school work. 
These were generally conducted as interview-type sessions, 
with both teachers and students asking her questions, after 
the teacher had given a brief introduction. The objective 
was to give the students a role-model and an inspiration, 
and to show them what they could do if they really wanted. 

Throughout the later years of her altogether-too-short 1 i fe, 
Gina, as she liked to be called, had many friends among 
Spokane's deaf community, and would often spend Saturday 
afternoons with some of them, in their homes or going 
downtown shopping, or bowling, or roller skating at a 
downtown rink. For several years, one of her classmates, 
Gordon Harding, whose home was in Spirit Lake, Idaho, 
boarded at her parents' home through the week, going to 
school each day with Virginia, then taking the bus home each 
weekend. 

One episode in Virginia • s life that the author, her 
4-years-older brother, will never forget, because he shared 
it with her, occurred when she was 6 years old. The family, 
just a few weeks before, had moved to an apartment on West 
Fourth Avenue to be near to Irving School. One day the 
school nurse discovered that Virginia had a fever, and a few 
red spots on her chest. She suspected that it might be 
scarlet fever. When her suspicions were confirmed by a 
doctor, Virginia's mother was notified and Virginia was 
taken immediately to the Spokane County Isolation Hospital, 
then located near where Downriver Golf Course was later 
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built. She was put in the third-floor scarlet fever ward, 
where no visitors whatsoever were allowed and where she was 
to remain for the next 8 weeks. What a frightening 
experience that must have been for a six-year-old--to be 
summarily taken out of school, taken to a strange place and 
put to bed among strangers, away from her family, and, every 
now and then, given evil-tasting medicine to swallow, the 
whole made enormously more scary by the fact that, because 
she could neither hear nor talk, she had no idea why all 
this was happening to her or what lay ahead! 

But God was good! Two days later, her 10-year-old brother 
was also diagnosed as having the disease. He, too, ended up 
in the "pest house"--in a bed beside that of his sister. 
Both of them had only very light infections with the 
disease, the spots on their bodies being only barely 
visible--and only on their chests--so both escaped the 
scalding-hot twice-a-week baths from which they saw other 
childreen being carried back to their beds, still 
screaming. There was further comfort for both of them in 
that they were in it together and could keep each other 
company, and Virginia now had someone she could "talk" with, 
using the rudimentary sign language they had developed over 
the years. A couple of times a week their parents and 
sister came to "visit," standing on the lawn three floors 
below their always-closed window, waving and blowing kisses 
back and forth. 

After completing the course at Kelsey-Baird, Virginia 
accepted a position as a bookkeeper. (Neither the author 
nor his other sister can remember who her employer was, but 
believe it was a federal government agency.) After working 
only a week or so, she was taken sick with pneumonia and, 
within only a few days, died at home on April 19, 1941. 
Unknown to anyone, she had been suffering from tuberculosis 
for at least several months. She was buried at Greenwood 
Cemetery, on the second level, near her maternal 
grandparents and other family members. 

Among the activities that her sister and brother remember 
that Virginia surely considered highlights in her life were 
the many, many times the three of them walked the two miles 
from their home on West Frederick Avenue in Spokane to 
Mission Park to go swimming, sometimes barefooted, but 
usually not, because they usually wanted to stop at the 
library on Mission on their way to drop off books and then 
again on their way home to check out new ones. All three 
were voracious readers. Also not to be forgotten were the 
times when the children and their mother went to the Sunrise 
Mine near Troy, Montana, which their step-father, James 
Bazard, managed, to spend the summer, hiking over and around 
the mountains, picking (and eating) huckleberries, hunting 
blue grouse, fishing, and picnicking. Also, the dozens and 
dozens of times the family went on picnics at Liberty or 
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Newman Lakes. For Virginia loved to go swimming, and, like 
both of her grandfathers, liked nothing better than a 
picnic, and even seemed to enjoy the work of preparing food 
for the outings. Many times in later life, when the rest of 
the family were all together tor a family outing, the 
thought would come, with a pang: "Wouldn 1 t Virginia love to 
be here with us today!" 
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ESTELLE MAYPRED BLLBR4, (Robert Lee Bller3, Levi Allen 
Bller2, Jacob Ellerl) 

Estelle Mayfred Eller, the first child of Robert Lee Eller 
and his second wife, Margaret Kathlyn ( Robacher) Eller, was 
born in Alberton, Montana, February 17, 1925, at the home of 
her paternal grandparents. Her parents were living, at the 
time, in the house on the Eller homestead at the mouth of 
Little St. Joe Creek, just west of St. Regis, Montana. 
Estelle and her parents continued . to live there until 
Estelle finished high school at St. Regis High School in 
1943. 

She then moved to Spokane, Washington, taking a job at what 
was then called Galena Air Base (now Fairchild Air Force 
Base), as a clerk-typist. A year later, while on vacation 
with a friend, she met a young 1 ogge r named Roy Laverne 
Harsin at a dance in Sitka, Alaska. They were married a 
year later, on October 11, 1945, at St. Peter's By The Sea 
Church in Sitka. 

The following year the young couple moved back to the 
States, taking up residence first at Baker, Oregon, Roy's 
home town. Later, they moved to a logging camp at Dale, 
Oregon. Here he continued to work in the woods, first as a 
logger but later as a cat-operator building logging roads. 

Some time during 1967, they moved to their own home about 4 
miles north of Dale, just over the line in Umatilla County. 

They lived here until February 10, 1994, 
shot in the head and killed instantly by, 
their younger son, Larry Earl Harsin, whom 
to keep from shooting a neighbor who had 
dog, Pete. 

when both were 
it is believed, 

they were trying 
just shot Larry's 

They are buried side by side at Skyview Memorial Park near 
Pilot Rock, oregon. 

Estelle loved all wildlife. She loved the mountains and the 
woods and the streams of her homeland in eastern Oregon. 
She was an enthusiastic gardener; her home was always filled 
with plants, and she had fruit trees and a vegetable garden 
on the slope in front of her house. There were always dogs 
and cats and chickens about. She and Roy were well-liked, 
well-known, and well-respected in their community. They 
were members of the Dale Lions Club. They had a host of 
good friends; more than 160 people cared enough to travel 
to Pendleton, Oregon, to attend their funeral. 

They had four children: Shirley Margaret Harsin5, born June 
26, 1946, in Sitka, Alaska; Gary Lee Harsin5, born October 
17, 1948, in Baker, Oregon; Linda Jean Harsin5, born 
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February 17, 1958, in Pendleton, Oregon; and Larry Earl 
Harsin5, born September 23, 1959, in Pendleton, Oregon. 

The older son, Gary, was killed February 14, 1975, in 
Canada, when he was struck by a car as he stood beside his 
truck inspecting his load of fertilizer. He is buried at 
Olney Cemetery in Pendleton, Oregon. When Gary was in the 
Navy, he had married a girl in the Philippines, but she 
refused to come to the States with him. 

Shirley, the older daughter, married Linford Francis 
Gilliland on June 27, 1964, in Ukiah, Oregon. They have two 
sons: Brian Scott Gilliland6, born November 30, 1964, in 
LaGrande, Oregon; and Corey Dane Gilliland6, born January 
23, 1970, in Portland, Oregon. Shirley was later divorced 
from Linford. She never remarried. She now (October 1994) 
lives in Milwaukie, Oregon, and works as an accounting 
supervisor for a trucking firm. Shirley • s older son, Brian 
Scott Gilliland, married Coleen Kaye Therriault on May 29, 
1993. They were divorced in 1994. Shirley's other son, 
Corey Dane Gilliland, is unmarried. 

Linda, the younger daughter, after graduating from Ukiah 
High School, attended Oregon State University at Corvallis 
for a year on a scholarship, then went to Blue Mountain 
Community College in Pendleton, Oregon, for a while. She 
then enlisted in the United States Army. While stationed at 
Fort Sam Houston, where her great-grandfather, Levi Allen 
Eller, had been stationed during the Spanish-American War, 
she met Lindell Reason, who was also stationed there. After 
both of them were discharged from the service, they moved to 
Detroit, Michigan, Lindell's home town. They have one 
child, Lindell Roy Reason6, born May 30, 1985. Linda and 
her son now live in the house in Spokane formerly owned by 
her grandparents, Robert Lee Eller and Margaret Kathlyn 
Eller. The house became hers upon the deaths of her parents 
in February 1994. Linda suffers from narcolepsy and is 
therefore unable to work, but is trying to establish herself 
as an artist, work that she can do at home. She has 
considerable talent and has sold some work at the Colburn 
Gallery in Spokane. Some of us in the family have treasured 
examples of that talent. 

Larry, the youngest child, also graduated from Ukiah High 
School, and he, too, enlisted in the Army. After his 
discharge, he returned home to live with his parents at 
their home near Dale, Oregon, and went to work in the woods 
as a tree-faller. He was jailed when he was suspected of 
being the one who killed his mother and father. Eight 
months later, at a pretrial hearing, he was adjudged not 
competent to assist in his own defense at trial, and was, 
therefore, immediately committed to Oregon State Mental 
Hospital in Salem, where he now resides. 
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