
MILLARD ALONZO BERRONG (1897-1944) was the son of Herschel A. Berrong and Margaret Arrendale. He grew 
up in Hiawassee, but by the mid-1910s had moved to Rabun County where he had a dalliance with one Mary 
Elizabeth Eller that resulted in the birth of a son (Clifton Alonzo) in 1921.

The Clayton Tribune edition of January 22, 1925, contains the headline “Chief of Police John E. Burton Slain by Miller 
Berrong” followed by the following news article.

“The City of Clayton, though usually quiet and serene, has been awakened by one of the most tragic occurrences in the 
history of the town, when Chief of Police John E. Burton was shot down by Miller Berrong last Monday afternoon, in 
the front entrance of the Derrick Garage. Berrong then turned the pistol on himself and inflicted what was thought to 
be a fatal wound, but from which it is reported that he will recover. 

Different witnesses state that the first of the trouble occurred in the rear of the garage when Berrong is said to have 
tried to raise a disturbance with some boys by the name of Eller, and to have made the assertion that he had just as 
soon die as live. It is further stated that he extended a challenge to those present, to the effect that if anyone wanted to 
take the matter up to do so. During the disturbance in the rear of the garage, it is stated Mr. Burton came along and 
interfered, though it seems that no actual arrest was made and that the police, in some way learned he was preparing to 
leave on the train, which at the time was about due, but before Berrong finally left Mr. Burton did make a case against 
him and gave him his choice of going to jail or putting up a cash bond of ten dollars. 

Berrong put up the bond, so it was stated and started, as if to go, but turned back to Mr. Burton and shook his hand 
and stated that he held no enmity toward the officer. After the handshaking Mr. Berrong started toward the depot and 
Mr. Burton took out his book and pencil, still holding the money in his hand, while making a record of the transaction. 
Witnesses say that Berrong walked three or four steps to the outer edge of the sidewalk and halted suddenly, turning 
around and made some remark about not being satisfied about the matter, and hurriedly entered the door and slipped 
or stumbled and fell in the door and began shooting at the police, while he, Berrong, was lying on the floor. 

Some think that he drew the pistol when he turned back, while some think that he never got the pistol out until he had 
fallen to the floor. Mr. Burton seemed to have thought the matter closed and was taken unaware of the danger. It 
appears from reports that Mr. Burton was making the record in his book and was not looking at Berrong which 
accounts for his being suddenly trapped and shot. 

Two bullets took effect, one in the hip and one in the head which entered the brain, and three went wild while the last 
shot was aimed at self-destruction by Berrong. 

It is said that Berrong was drinking and in a disturbed state of mind either caused from the whiskey or from some 
other trouble. 

A large crowd soon gathered and Dr. Dover did all that he could for the wounded officer though it was known that 
there was no chance for his recovery and he soon died without being moved from the scene of the tragedy. Berrong 
was soon moved to the home of his sister, Mrs. Joe Tow, where he will remain until able to be carried to the jail, and 
under guard of the officers. 

Those who have attended the bedside of Berrong say that he has been thoroughly penitent, after becoming sober 
enough to realize the enormity of the tragedy caused by his hands, and that it is almost heart rending to hear the agony 
of the man as he pleads for forgiveness of the crime. 

Mr. Burton was one of the best officers the City of Clayton has ever had and was popular with every law-abiding man 
in the city, as well as commanding the respect of those whom he had to take into the foils of the law, on account of the 



fairness with which he handled the business pertaining to his office. He has been a civil officer for more than 20 years 
and is said to have been an officer that knew no such thing as fear, but at all times was cool and under the most trying 
circumstances was never excited or apparently rattled, and that he was known to be an officer that believed every man 
ought to have fair and courteous treatment. And it is further said that his kindness to his slayer was probably the reason 
for his being caught off guard at the time he was shot. 

When his body was examined, his pistol was found to be in a scabbard and it buttoned up which showed that he was 
not looking for any trouble. The popularity of the officer was exemplified by the great throng that gathered at the 
funeral to pay their respects to a citizen that had fallen a victim at the hands of his assailant, and no doubt, from all 
reports, that the trouble was all caused from whiskey and the unlawful carrying of concealed weapons, the things that 
the deceased had been trying to regulate in a lawful way for many years. 

The funeral was in charge of Rev. C.W. Smith, a local Methodist minister and neighbor and friend of Mr. Burton, 
assisted by Rev. B.W. Baker of the Presbyterian Church, and Rev. G.W. Seay of the Baptist Church, and Rev. W.M. 
Rogers, pastor of the Methodist Church, and the retiring Mayor Col. Joseph T. Davis, all of whom paid a glowing 
tribute to the services of Mr. Burton as an officer and as a citizen. Timely warnings were given by all the speakers to 
those present for the necessity of enforcing the laws against illicit traffic in whiskey and carrying of concealed 
weapons. 

The deceased leaves a wife and six children beside an aged mother and several brothers and a host of relatives and 
friends who mourn his tragic ending. Berrong was in the service of the Navy and has been since the World War and is 
also a veteran of the recent war. He was a citizen of Towns County before going into the Army, and is said to be of a 
good family of people. His father and mother live in Atlanta, and are attending the bedside of the wounded man where 
they are receiving the sympathy of friends in their sorrow. 

Since this article was written, Berrong has been placed in jail.”

Records of the Georgia State Penitentiary indicate that Millard Berrong was received on March 6, 1925. He was 
paroled on March 7, 1932, and pardoned on Aug. 9, 1933.

Two days after he was paroled, he married Edna Layton Warner in Edgefield County, South Carolina. They took up 
residence in Hephzibah, Richmond County, Georgia, where he engaged in general merchandising. During World War 
II, he was employed by the U.S. Augusta Arsenal, Arsenal Ordinance Department.

As for Mary Elizabeth Eller, the mother of his child, she chose to end it all on March 12, 1934. The Rabun County 
coroner ruled on the same day that her death was caused by gun shot, suicide. She is buried in Providence Cemetery at 
Batesville.

Millard Berrong died in Richmond County on July 14, 1944. Edna died Dec. 4, 1964. They are buried in Hephzibah 
Cemetery, Richmond County, Georgia


