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Ponderings from the President . . . Lauren Liggett
Hello Eller cousins,
In my last letter I mentioned that we had not received as much
rain as was expected with Hurricane Harvey. I spoke too soon!
That was on a Saturday. Most of the rain came that evening and
kept coming all day Sunday and Monday. The Houston area received over 50
inches of rain. It’s kind of scary when the water comes up over the curb, then
over the sidewalk and continues to come up the driveway while the rain keeps
coming down with no end in sight. We never realized that we were on one of
the higher elevated streets in our neighborhood. Every inch counts when it’s
flooding! Others in our neighborhood did not fare so well. It was sad to see
complete streets with ruined furniture, carpeting and sheetrock piled up in front
of every home. It is not something that I care to go through again. We are very
thankful that our home was spared from the flood waters.
Dan and I spent an enjoyable time over Thanksgiving in Arizona. I love to see
those bright blue sunny skies. It was 87 degrees on Thanksgiving Day. We spent
the day with Dan’s siblings, his sister lives in Goodyear, AZ and the other 2
siblings flew in from WA and GA. We taught them how to play Farkle! Our
home base was in Mesa, AZ with my sister. We kept her busy visiting some
favorite restaurants and hitting several thrift stores. We enjoy that kind of
treasure hunting.
Dan has been busy working on the Eller Chronicles. That should keep him out
of trouble for a while!
I pray that you will all have a lovely Christmas and be able to spend time with
your family and loved ones. We are looking forward to a visit from our 1 year
old grandson and family over New Years. He’s almost walking without assistance
and he’s really good at jabbering up a storm. Very entertaining 
Merry Christmas from Houston!
Your cousin and EFA President,

Lauren Eller Liggett
missliggy@yahoo.com
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Secrets from the Secretary . . . Ed Eller
Greetings to all of our Eller Family Association members:
What a busy two months Betty and I have had. In October we
spent two weeks on the road. We first went to Louisville KY to a
three day Chastain Family reunion and at our Banquet we had a
speaker from Emory University Hospital in Atlanta, Georgia. I will do an article
on the research in a separate article in this Chronicle. From there we went to
Akron, Ohio to visit relatives. When we left Akron we went to Lewisburg, PA to
visit my Granddaughter and her husband Paul and Catri Barba. Paul is a
professor at Bucknell University. They just moved there from California in July.
Paul was away as he was a speaker at a conference in Canada. From there we
went to Salem, VA to visit my cousin Carl Tarpley who lives by himself in an
assisted living. He will be 101 in December. I might add that when we got home,
we were tired.
We went back to my Granddaughter’s for Thanksgiving and Randy, Tammy,
Emily and Molly Poplin and Jacob Elliott went with us.
For all of our members who get a paper Chronicle in the mail, the numbers on
the right side of your label on the envelope for instant 11/17 tells you when your
dues are due. I ask that everyone mail your dues on time. For everyone who gets
it by e-mail, I will send you an e-mail when they are due.
I am still getting mail forwarded to me. Here is the two addresses you can send
mail to me:
Eller Family Association
1124 Ridgeleigh Circle
Dalton, Georgia 30720
This is the best phone number to get me:
Until next time

Ed Eller

EFA Secretary/Treasurer

Eller Family Association
P O Box 456
Dalton, Georgia 30722
Cell 706-217-7314
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Wisdom from the Webmaster . . . Harvey Powers

Restoring Old Photographs
by Harvey Powers, EFA Webmaster

The “good news” is that you can quickly and easily improve the
quality of many old family photographs. The “bad news” is that there is no
“digital” solution to identifying the people in those old pictures. If the name isn’t
written on the back, or if you or other members of the family cannot identify the
person(s), you have little recourse.
If I sound frustrated, you are correct. As the unofficial family historian, I’ve been
handed boxes of old photographs with no identification and the most I can find
is, “Well, that might be Uncle Fred!”
So, my first suggestion is put a name on the back of all your family photos. You
may know who they are but will your children or grandchildren?
Once you know who is in the photograph comes the task of trying to “clean up”
the picture so it’s easier to see the person. Just remember, you will not be able to
“fix” every single flaw, but you can improve faded pictures or single out one
person from a group or remove creases and dust.
This is something I try to do when posting photos on the EFA website.
Step one is to scan the photograph with a good quality scanner. Clean the
scanner glass first. Scan it in as high a resolution as possible (100% usually best).
Step two is to save the photo in a format that saves the most resolution. I suggest
saving as a .tiff. Using a .jpg save may lose some detail.
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Step three is to open the image in your best “photo editing software.” Here there
are many options…and a range of prices. I use Photoshop but it’s expensive. There
is a less expensive option called “Photoshop Elements” that has many of the same
features. There’s a product called “Fotophire” ($50) that works well. And there is a
product called AKVIS Retoucher ($113), which has an extensive tutorial and is
almost automatic.
Step four is to do your retouching. Use only the basic editing levels if you are a
first-timer in this. If the photo is too dark, use the brightness slider to brighten it
up. Washed out photographs can be given a fresh lease of life using the contrast
tool. The dust and scratches filter can be used carefully to remove scratches, taking
care not to remove any details. If any areas are removed or torn, you can use the
Clone stamp feature to copy and paste the portion you want to clone to the
damaged portion. Torn edges can be cropped using the crop tool.

Finally, experiment with it! Save your finished product and perhaps try again. Then
pick the one that looks best.
I also suggest you “Google” the person’s name and select images. You may find
there is a better photo of that person online. It’s not likely but it has happened. Also
search the Eller Chronicles archives.
If you are going to print the result, remember the quality of your printer will be
important.

Harvey Powers
EFA Webmaster
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Elaborations from the Editor . . . Dan Liggett
As I was trying to come up with a theme for this edition of the
Chronicles, I started looking at some of the old Chronicles for
inspiration. In the process, I found so many legacies to live up to.
Many of the early Chronicles spent so much time (and paper)
detailing family trees and spotlighting Ellers in the news. And
thinking of the amount of effort it took to do genealogical research, let alone
publish those early editions of the Chronicles, we have to realize how dedicated the
pioneers of the Eller Family Association were. We have the internet, email,
smartphones and digital cameras to help us do the work. They had notebooks,
paper, pens, the US Post Office, touch-tone phones and 35mm cameras to do theirs.
J. Gerald Eller (the first Chronicles editor) climbed aboard the computer
bandwagon quickly, but those were the days when VGA was the new standard for
computer monitors and Microsoft was about to come out with Windows 2. Most
people still thought a mouse was just a rodent. My, how times have changed. This
edition will try to chronicle a little of the progress made in genealogy since then. It
will also celebrate past Chronicles by reprinting an article from May 1988. And it
will spotlight three pioneers of the EFA.
It was 30 years ago this month that the very first edition of The Eller Chronicles
was published. The first edition went out in November 1987. At that time, the EFA
officers were J. Gerald Eller (president), Janine Eller Porter (vice-president) and
Charlotte Eller Marshall (Secretary/Treasurer).
Oh, and remember we were looking for the missing February 1994 issue of the
Chronicles? Well, the mystery is solved. We actually had it all along. Janine Eller
Porter (yes, one of those EFA pioneers) sent me an email suggesting that perhaps it
had been mislabeled. She has every edition of the Chronicles (and still reads them
cover to cover) and she could not find one labeled February 1994. That got me
looking at the Chronicles again. After all, if an issue had not been printed or had
been mislabeled, a correction might appear in the following issue. Sure enough, I
found the following correction in the May 1994 issue:
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So, I went back to the PDF of the November 1993 issue and sure enough, the
February 1994 issue was mixed in with the previous issue. It was originally marked
as a supplement to November 1993. Since it was delayed, it became the February
1994 edition, but was only partially re-designated as such. As a supplement, it was
scanned together with the regular November 1993 edition into a PDF file for our
archives on the EFA website.
The cover page was labeled Nov 1993 Supplement:

The headers on subsequent pages were either mislabeled FEB 1993 or Nov. 1993:
or

In any case, we have since split and marked the corrections in the PDF files. The
new PDF files are now on www.ellerfamilyassociation.com . Check them out.

and

Please let me know if you have any suggestions or
submissions to the Eller Chronicles and I will be
glad to include them within our publication. My
contact information is found on both the front
page and at the end of this publication.

Dan Liggett

Eller Chronicles Editor
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History of Salisbury
(the rest of the story)

In the August 2017 issue of the Eller Chronicles, the content of the guest speaker, Aaron Kepley, was
summarized. Now the complete transcript of his talk about the history of Salisbury is available.
July 27, 2017 (speaker at the 2017 EFA Conference, Salisbury, NC)
My name is Aaron Kepley and I am the Executive Director at the Rowan
Museum here in Salisbury (NC).

Aaron Kepley

Among other things, we take care of the Old Stone House over in Grand
Quarry, which dates back to when the Ellers would have been here. It’s
hard for me to think that there is not an Eller connection back to the Old
Stone House. That’s kind of like me, I grew up in East Rowan, and anybody
with a German name in East Rowan, I just assume that I’m related to them.
I haven’t found my connection to the Ellers, but I bet it’s there somewhere.

I want to talk to you today about Germany, and about where our ancestors came from. I say “our”
because I assume we are all of that same family. First off, you can’t talk about our ancestry without
starting in 1517, five hundred years ago this year. October 31, anybody know what happened?
Martin Luther nails the 95 theses to the door of the castle church. Whenever he does that, he starts
a debate within the Catholic Church. He’s hoping to just reform the Catholic Church, but he ends up
splitting off and forming his own denomination. I start there
because, to me, everything in United States history revolves
around that. You wouldn’t have King Henry doing what he did
with his wives if Martin Luther had not already laid the
groundwork for splitting out. You wouldn’t have the Calvinists
coming over as the Puritans on the Mayflower had that not
happened. You definitely would not have our ancestors here,
who were primarily Lutheran or German reformed. I was reading
in the Eller book there, that you guys have some Dunkards in
your family. The interesting thing about that is that they had to have lived north of the Yadkin River,
as there was not a Dunkard church south of the Yadkin River. So, if they were living here they were
not active in the church. Some of you all might know better than that, but that’s what‘s always been
expressed. You guys were Lutherans; well Martin Luther causes a big split in Germany.
Different princes line up, based on their political interests, as to what they want to do. You have
Catholics and you have Protestants and they start to fight about 100 years after Martin Luther does
the Wittenberg Cathedral. In 1619, the 100 Years War starts. That started largely in a region called
the Palatinate and you guys probably know about that region. That’s where all of our ancestors are
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from, basically in that area. There was a ruler there who was elected by people in Czechoslovakia, in
Prague, to be their ruler. Whenever he went over to be their ruler it caused a huge thing with the
Austrian Empire who was Catholic, because he was Protestant. The French end up invading the
Palatinate, the Austrians invaded the Palatinate; the Protestants end up invading the Palatinate. For
30 years there’s a war in Europe, unlike anything Europe had ever seen up to that point in time. It
was the worst war in Europe up until World War I. Millions of people die. I’ve read in some places
that up to one third of Germany’s population was killed. It was a terrible war.

What makes it so terrible is that you have these gigantic armies from France, Sweden, Austria,
Poland and Germany marching through these areas over and over again. Every time they come
through, whichever army is coming through, they are taking your food, your men, whatever they
can to help build up their forces. So our ancestors are continually being battered, they’re being
enlisted in the army, their sons are being taken off, their churches and homes are being burned. It’s
terrible. In 1648, that conflict comes to a close. Louie the XIV comes to power in France, he’s
known as the Sun King. He did great things for France; he did terrible things for Germany. Once
again France and Austria go to war. Guess what’s on the path between France and Austria? Where
our ancestors lived (the Palatinate). Once again, when the French come through, they take men,
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they take food. When the Austrians come through they take men, they take food. It’s a constant
cycle. You get about seven good years, then, all of a sudden, there’s another war. You kind of get
everything back to normal, get the vineyards growing back (our ancestors were huge wine growers).
I’ve been to Rheinsheim, Germany where the Fischers were from; it’s just hillsides of vines as far as
you can see. The wine industry is gigantic where our ancestors are from. And of course the armies
come through and they burn them and mess them up. You can’t just plant a grape vine and get
grapes off of it to make wine; it takes a while for that kind of stuff to rebuild.
Finally in the early 1700s, things have bubbled up to the point that something needs to change. A
guy named William Penn sends over some tracts to Germany, advertisements basically, telling about
how great Pennsylvania is. Well, that gets mixed up with some things that are totally propaganda. It
starts a big migration from the Palatinate, Baden-Württemberg, Hesse, and Westphalia to
Pennsylvania and New York. Our ancestors, the first groups, are typically the middle class and the
wealthy, as they could afford to go. It was an expensive trip. You’re here in your village; you’ve
been attacked for all this time. You still have some
money, you make a decision, I don’t like this
anymore. I’m going to America. So, you get on a
boat and float down the Rheine River toward
Rotterdam or Amsterdam. As you’re going down
the river, each city that you come to on the
Rheine River has a toll that you have to pay as you
go by. You’ve heard of “robber barons”? Our
ancestors had to deal with them. By the time they
got to Rotterdam, a lot of our ancestors were
completely out of money, because they had to
pay all these tolls on their way. Imagine going from Salisbury to Richmond, VA and each town of
consequence that you came to you had to pay a toll to go through it. They had a channel with a big
toll, and if you tried to go around it there were rocks, metal, all kinds of stuff to rip out the bottom
out of your boat. So you couldn’t get around the thing. Even the Hessian soldiers that came over to
the colonies to fight in the revolution had to pay. Some of them were held up due to the princes
negotiating the fees as they went down the Rheine River. I figured that out looking through John
Reed of Reed Gold Mine fame in Cabarrus County. In his story, he was stuck on a boat on the Rheine
River at a fort for about a month while his friends negotiated a fee to get troops to fight someone.
So, you get to Rotterdam and now you have to get a boat to the colony, but you have no money.
What do you do? Indenture yourself. Not everyone had to do this; some people were able to make
payment. I’m not saying the Ellers had to do that, but it is a common story. It kind of covers a large
base. You indenture yourself. You find somebody who would pay for you to come to the colonies.
Part of that indenture is that you have to work for at least 7 years for that person as a servant. It
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could be as good as a house servant or it could be as bad as a field servant. Once you were able to
secure that, you would come over and you would then be paired with somebody at a house or
plantation. Maybe they were English or Scots-Irish and you couldn’t speak the same language. You
would have to work for them, for 7 years. Once that was done, if you were able to save up any
money, you could then buy land around Philadelphia, in the Pennsylvania Dutch areas right there
around Philadelphia. You’d probably try to find other people who came from either your village or
your state in Germany to be close to them so they could help you. For a lot of people this was very,
very hard.
There were thousands of people coming. Between 1730 and 1760, there were something like 30,000
German migrants coming to the colonies. Before 1700, there were maybe 8000 white people living
in the colonies. On top of that you have the Scots-Irish, the English; you have all of these other
groups, the French, the Spanish coming to the colonies. The colonies are expanding rapidly.
Everybody’s told when they come to the colony that they could be farmers. What’s the most
important thing for a farmer to have? Land and water.
So, with over 30,000 people coming into the area over this time period, land around Philadelphia
starts to get scarce. So, they start to branch out. They go to central Pennsylvania, around
Gettysburg, and then start heading south. This is
about 1735 or 1736. By that time, the Shawnee
Indians have been moved out of the Shenandoah
Valley, and Europeans are moving in. They start to
leap frog down the Shenandoah Valley. I say leapfrog
because of the way Germans and Scots-Irish settled.
The Scots-Irish got to Philadelphia first, so they
settled right outside of Philadelphia. Well, the
Germans came and wanted to have their own
settlement. So they went just beyond the Scots-Irish.
Then another wave of Scots-Irish would come in and
settle just beyond the Germans. It happened that
way, all the way through the Shenandoah Valley into
the main area of Virginia, both Greensboro and
Winston-Salem and down into this area. You would have these different settlements being set up
by the Scots-Irish or German, depending on who the major ethnic group was that came in.
For some reason, when they came to Salisbury, right here, they did it a little bit differently. Instead
of leap frogging beyond, they turned left and right. Ennis Street, right here, is a historic Indian
trading path that went from Salisbury to Cheraw, South Carolina. It actually went up into the
Cherokee area. Main Street in Salisbury went from Petersburg, Virginia, where an Indian settlement
and a European fort were set up, down to the Catawba Indians just below Charlotte. These were
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the two major trading routes between the Catawba, the Cheraw and the Cherokee. It had been
used since forever. We don’t know when these lanes were started. First they were just walking
paths, then bridal paths for horses when the Europeans came and then expanded to wagon paths.
Once we maxed out what we could carry in a wagon, we built train tracks beside them. Once the
train tracks weren’t doing quite what we needed, we built interstates beside them. So these roads
that we still use in this area are very important, they go back to colonial times. These are the roads
that your ancestors would have used. Salisbury has changed very little, it’s gotten bigger, but the
overall street plan, even the street names have changed very little since that time. One of the
biggest changes is that the court house has moved from the center of town down the hill just one
block. My office is in the old courthouse in the museum.
Once our ancestors got here, they may have already owned land a couple of times and sold it. The
Scots-Irish got here first, so they settled in the
western part of the county, where the good
land is. The Germans had to go to the eastern
end of the county that included the eastern
part of Davidson County and the eastern part
of Cabarrus County. All these areas are
heavily German. In, let’s say 1770, you were
caught going down Ennis Street towards
Albemarle down in Stanley County, which
wasn’t there yet, but if you were headed
down that way and you were English, chances
are you got down to where Granite Quarry is,
and all of a sudden you couldn’t speak the
local language. It was like that from 1748
to1750 when our ancestors first got here, well
up into the 1800s. In around 1840 is when the
church services switched from German to English. It wasn’t until the very end of the 1800s that the
last of the Pennsylvania Dutch dialect went away here.
Our ancestors went to the local land offices to apply for their land grants. North Carolina had the
most complicated land grant system in the colonies. If you’ve done much genealogical research,
you’ve seen that the same person had to take out 3 or 4 grants before they actually owned their
property. That’s because there was a baron in England who helped one of the kings get his throne
back in the late 1600s. He got a large section of North Carolina as his property. Yes, Lord Granville.
Then in 1729, North Carolina becomes a royal colony, so the king owns the land, but the Baron still
makes money off the land. Think of it as having 2 presidents. What country does not work best
with 2 presidents, what organization doesn’t do well with 2 chairmen, that type of thing? Lord
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Granville was able to sell his land. He was rich, he was in England. He didn’t want to come over
here, so he stayed over there and let his men here handle things. So the Germans were coming in
and buying land from his agents. His agents were not taking the land grants and filing them with the
royal government. So, the royal government was also selling the same land that our ancestors were
coming in on, to other people who would then come here and say hey, this is my land, if you’re
going to live here you have to pay me rent.
This resulted in what was called The Regulator Movement in North Carolina. That was a battle here
in this area between the east and the west. The coastal area in the east had the plantations, they
were growing indigo, tobacco, and they have a lot of money there. The west had poor farmers
largely, not big plantations, they’re growing wheat, barley, rye and corn that kind of stuff. So when
the fight happens, troops from the east come up and they fight our ancestors. The Dunkards, who
were living in the eastern part of Davidson County, were right in the thick of this whole thing. So,
any Ellers there would have been in the thick of what was going on. The interesting thing is all those
people that came from the east who came to put down this rebellion growing in the west, a couple
years later decide they’re going to rebel against the British crown and establish states. So what do
you think our ancestors did, whenever they said we’re going to be a new nation? We were very
skeptical of that and it took us awhile to come on board. But eventually we did, because they
opened up Indian land in the west. Of course land is everything to farmers.
I think I’ve rambled on long enough. It’s lunch time and I’m not a preacher so I don’t go much past
that.
I’ll answer a couple of questions.
Q: “Wasn’t there a gold rush somewhere around here?”
Answer: That was a little bit after what I’m talking about. That John Reed character that I was
telling you about, he was a Hessian soldier. He deserted in the American Revolution and was hiding
out in Cabarrus County, just south of here about 20
miles. He was hiding out because he was a deserter; he
also fought for the British. So if anyone found out who
he was, he would have his land confiscated. He was
doing a pretty good job of it. He deserted back around
1783. In 1799, his 12 year old son found a 17 pound
gold nugget. They say he didn’t know what it was. He
probably knew what it was, but have any of you ever
picked up a 17 pound gold nugget? He didn’t really
know what he had. He couldn’t look it up on line, or
look in an encyclopedia and see what the value of that
was. So he wound up selling it for $3.50. At that time, it
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was probably worth $3600. That 17 pound gold nugget started, not a gold rush, but it did get
people coming here to work in gold mines. That was one thing that Eastern Cabarrus, Eastern
Rowan County, Western Stanley County, and Davidson County as well, had lots of gold. Not as much
as California. The California gold rush was in 1849. Even into the 1850s, Gold Hill, right down the
road here, was out producing California in how much gold was coming out.
Q: When was the main part of the gold mining done in Gold Hill? That’s about 15 miles down the
road from here folks.
A: The main part of the gold mining in Gold Hill was done
from 1843 to 1861. That disturbance in 1861 kind of
stopped all gold mining here. The glory days were in 1843
to 1861, it did start back up in 1880 and it lasted until
1916. They were primarily going after copper by then.
Thomas Edison actually came here. He had an idea that
you could break gold from rocks by using electricity. He
also needed copper for his electric lines. Gold Hill, on top
of having a lot of gold, also had copper, silver, lead and other things.
I appreciate you all listening to me. Hopefully maybe that was something you already knew, but
then maybe you don’t know. Thank you.
[Editor’s comment: John Reed, the Hessian solder whose son found the gold nugget, was originally
Johannes Reith from Raboldshausen, Germany. If you want to read more about him and the Reed
Gold Mine, search for Reed Gold Mine at Wikipedia.org
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reed_Gold_Mine). ]
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A Visit With Eller Cousins In Arizona
by Anna Marie Bliss
Judy Hoffner, the sister of John C. Eller, our host at the 2017 Eller Family Conference in Salisbury,
NC, called me soon after the conference and said she and her sister Rae were going to visit her son
Stan in Tempe, AZ in September. She wondered if we could get together while she was in AZ. We
were originally just going out to eat. However, Stan emailed me and asked if I could come over for a
cook out on Labor Day. He told me where he was located in Tempe and I said I would be pleased to
get together with his family. It was great that we could get together that day as his children were
there for the holiday. So, not only did I get to see Judy and Rae, but I also got to meet Stan, his wife
Priscilla and their children Justin and Kristin Stiller.

Rae

Anna

Judy

Justin Travis Stiller, age 28, has attended the following schools: Highland High School (Gilbert, AZ),
the University of Arizona (Tucson, AZ), Midwestern University (Downers Grove, IL) and Chicago
College of Osteopathic Medicine (also Downers Grove, IL). Justin is currently doing his Residency in
Psychiatry in Tucson, AZ.
Kristin Thea Stiller, age 25, attended Highland High School, Northern Arizona University in Flagstaff,
AZ for 2 years and then graduated from Arizona State University in Tempe, AZ, studying Industrial &
Organizational Psychology. She now works at Banner Health Care Facility and Home Care in Gilbert,
AZ in the In-Take Department.
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Stanley Eugene Stiller, now age 50, attended East Rowan High School in Salisbury N.C. He later
attended Southern Eastern Academy in Orlando FL. This is where he met Priscilla Dawn Bolt. They
were married May 14, 1988. They both work for American Airlines. Stan is in Revenue
Management and Priscilla in Accounting.

Priscilla

Stan

Kristin

Justin

I asked Judy to write down what she remembered about her family line:
Her Grandparents were:
John Alexander Eller and Addie Dennis Eller
Her Parents were:
Travis Littleton Eller born Jan. 10, 1900 and died July 19, 1982.
Viola Rae Earnhardt Eller born July 6, 1902 and died September 28, 1999
Married 9-22-1921
They had the following Children:
Travis Littleton Eller Jr.
Doris Nanette Eller Jordan
Ida Lucille Eller Cook
Betty Jean Eller Tutherow
Elva Rae Eller Huneycutt
John Calvin Eller
Judy Elaine Eller Hoffner
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Judy was first married to Roy Stiller in 1964 and was divorced in 1991. She then married Ernest Ray
Hoffner in 1995. Ernest is currently in the VA State Nursing Home.
Judy’s children:
Stanley Eugene Stiller born October 1, 1966 (married Priscilla Dawn Bolt)
Mark Edward Stiller born April 11, 1969 (married Cristy Hill Stiller)
Elva Rae was married first to Donald Morgan in 1952 and he passed away in 1984. She then married
Jerry Huneycutt in 1985.
Elva Rae has 2 adopted children:
Michael Todd Morgan born March 16, 1964
Amie Maria Morgan Boudoin born September 14, 1967
Amie’s son Davis Almond was born March 25, 1994
I was glad we got to spend time at Stan’s home as we were able to visit more. We also talked about
where we wanted to go eat the next day. It worked out that both Stan and I liked Haji Baba
restaurant in Tempe. I told Stan that every time I go to Tempe, I try to make it at a time when I
could go to Haji Baba’s. We enjoyed our meal there, but it was busy and not a good place to visit.
So I was glad I had gotten to go to Stan’s for Labor Day.
I was telling Judy that there were a lot of inquiries about her family on Ancestry.com. It turned out
that neither Judy nor John has a computer. I very much enjoyed my visit with Judy and her sister
Rae. I told Stan if he ever has time he might enjoy going to the Mormon Library in Mesa. They are
very helpful there.
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The Chastain Family and Alzheimer’s Disease
by Ed Eller
At the Chastain Family Reunion Betty and I attended in Louisville,
KY last month, we had a speaker Allan Levey, Md.PhD. He is one of
the Doctors from Emory University who is with the Alzheimer's
Disease Research Center. The Emory Alzheimer's Research Center
(ADRC) is one of 27 active centers in the nation supported by the
National Institutes of Health. The goal of these centers is to bring
scientists together to facilitate their research and help learn about
Alzheimer's and related diseases.
The reason Dr. Levey and three associates came to talk to the
Chastain group was when he was in regular practice at Emory Hospital several years ago, he had a
lady come to him that was a Chastain descendant with early stage Alzheimer's. She told him she
had seven brothers and sisters and they all had Alzheimer. When they started their research he
wanted to get as many Chastain related people to study as possible. He now has over 350 people
related to the Chastain family. He is working on a special gene they all seem to have. He has found
that this family has about four times the disease of average people. At last year's Chastain reunion
in Hiawassee they came and took blood from all the Chastain descendants. To say how important
the Chastain family is to their research, they came from Atlanta, GA to Louisville just to meet with
our group then left for the airport and back to Atlanta.
One particular area of interest of the Emory ADRC is a better understanding of mild cognitive
impairment and early diagnosis and treatment of memory disorders.
Dr. Levey said he hopes this information will
provide you with a better understanding of our
research opportunities and how your volunteer
commitment is not only helping your loved ones; it
means helping others across the world by joining
efforts right here in Georgia. He said thank you for
making a difference to end Alzheimer's disease
and related dementia.
If you would like to find out how to participate in this study contact Emory University Alzheimer's
Disease Research Center Atlanta, GA ( www.alzheimers.emory.edu ).
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Pioneers of the EFA
Forward by editor Dan Liggett
A look back at 30 years of the EFA and the Eller Chronicles would not be complete without
considering the original officers/founders of the EFA. The first officers were J. Gerald Eller
(president), Janine Eller Porter (vice-president) and Charlotte Eller Marshall (Secretary/Treasurer
They paved the way for the EFA itself, the Eller Family Conference and the Eller Chronicles. Without
them, these institutions would not exist. And so, the following biographical sketches originally
published in the August 1989 Chronicles are republished here in this issue with only minor additions
and corrections to bring them up to date. The pictures of each are from 1989.

JAMES GERALD ELLER
James Gerald Eller was born 30 January 1921 near Robbinsville, Graham County, N.C. His parents,
Jonathan Wesley Iona Eller and Lillie Kansas Rogers, reared their family on a small mountain farm,
where hard work was the order of the day and the only way of life. His father was also a logger and
sawmiller. In addition to farming as a lad, Gerald also worked with his father at logging and
sawmilling for a few summers. From the legacy of his parents, Gerald learned well the necessity of
hard work along with their constant examples of
honesty and fair dealing.
At Robbinsville High School, Gerald was more
enamored with basketball than with academics.
Although when he reached college, determined to
become a basketball coach, he soon discovered that he
had a sound academic background. And soon, under
the influence of some great teachers, Gerald found his
real interest lay in academics. At Western Carolina
University, Cullowhee, N.C., about sixty miles from his
home, Gerald majored in Science and Mathematics and
graduated with a B.S. degree and a teaching certificate
in 1943. While in college, he fell in love with two things:
the study of biology and his future wife, Juanita Fisher.
After graduation in 1943, Gerald was called
immediately into the Navy, where, after training at
Northwestern University, he was commissioned an
Ensign and sent to Destroyer Torpedo School in San
Diego, Calif. Gerald and Juanita were married the same year and spent our first three months in San
Diego before he was assigned to destroyer duty and shipped out to the Pacific area. For three years,
he served in several capacities as a line officer aboard the U.S.S. Erben, DD 630. He earned 5 battle
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stars, received a commendation for ideas on reorganization of the Combat Information Center and
was promoted to Lt.(j.g.).
After a year of graduate school, Gerald joined the faculty at Western Carolina University where he
was destined to serve in many capacities over the next 36 years (member of the Biology staff,
Chairman of Biology, and Dean of the School of Arts and Sciences). In the interim, he earned a Ph. D.
degree in Zoology and Botany from the University of N.C.-Chapel Hill. He retired from WCU in 1983
with the rank of Professor Emeritus of Biology.
In 1970, Gerald and Juanita bought a log cabin some 30 minutes from their campus home as a weekend retreat. After retirement, they found themselves spending more and more time at the cabin.
They liked the simple life and decided to further simplify their existence to the maximum. They sold
their home at the campus and gave their furniture to the kids and moved permanently into the
cabin. They renovated and expanded the cabin sufficiently to meet their simple needs and "went
back to nature". Their home, as of 1989, was a strange looking bit of rustic architecture but for them
it was the ultimate dream home beside a trout stream in the southern Appalachian Mountains.
As of 1989, their children and families included: (1) Jerri Lee (Mrs. Tyson M. Cathey) A.B. degree,
UNC- Chapel Hill and Masters in Ed., UNC- Greensboro. She was an administrator at Forsyth County
Technical College in Winston-Salem, N.C.; two children: Holly Ann Cathey and Joe Eller Cathey. (2)
Steven Fisher, unmarried, graduate of WCU and administrator with a 7-county economic planning
organization in Western N.C. (3) Jeanne Marie (Mrs. James William Hubbard), lives in Asheville, N.C.;
two children: James William, Jr. "J.W." and Robert Clayton "Bobby". Gerald and Juanita’s children
and grandchildren like our mountain cabin more than the grandparents.
Interest in genealogy and family history came late to Gerald shortly before his retirement in 1983.
Soon afterwards, while searching for some recent family history, he suddenly found himself totally
obsessed with a desire to trace not only his own Eller ancestry but to learn about Ellers everywhere.
Fate soon brought him in contact with Charlotte Eller Marshall and Janine Eller Porter and from
Charlotte came the suggestion that they form a family association and, as the cliché goes, all the
rest is history. (--details from J. Gerald Eller, published first in August 1989 in the Eller Chronicles )
J. Gerald Eller, the principal founder of the Eller Family Association, was a master genealogist. His
deep interest in genealogy and learning more about the lives of his ancestors has been the
inspiration for many of us to become more interested in ours. Gerald was a devoted researcher. He
could relate, either before a group or in the newsletter which he inspired, The Eller Chronicles,
much of the interesting history about our Eller ancestors, some noble and some not so noble. He
took it upon himself as a challenge to help many Eller descendants in the research of their ancestry.
He was very interested in determining and verifying the place or places from which the original Eller
immigrants came to the states. He also studied and reported on the many variations in the spelling
of our name. He, along with Edward K. Eller and Janine Eller Porter, compiled and published the
book John Jacob Eller and His Descendants, which contains over 16,000 people and 800 pages of
genealogy, published in 1998. (-- details from the Eller Chronicles, August 2008)
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Dr. James Gerald Eller died on August 4th, 2008 at the age of 87. He was preceded in death by his
daughter, Jerri Eller Cathey and his son, Steven Fisher Eller. He was survived, at the time, by his wife
of 65 years, Juanita Fisher Eller; his daughter Jeannie Eller Hubbard and husband, Jim Hubbard of
Asheville; son-in-law, Ty Cathey; grandchildren, Holly Ann Cathey Walters and husband, Tom, Joe
Eller Cathey, all of Wilmington, NC, James William “Jay” Hubbard and his wife, Cathy of Jacksonville,
Florida, and Robert Clayton “Bobby” Hubbard and his wife, Farah Glover of Charleston, SC and great
grandchildren, Lily and Andy Walters. Interment was in Shepherd Memorial Park, Hendersonville, NC.
Juanita Fisher Eller died on May 21, 2010 at the age of 87.

JANINE RAE ELLER PORTER
Janine Rae Eller Porter was born 4 July 1946, in Cottonwood, (nearest hospital) Idaho County, Idaho
to Clarence "Dale" Eller and Willetta Cecelia Carlton Eller of Nezperce, Lewis County, Idaho, the third
of six children.
She attended all twelve grades at Nezperce, a
town of 500, graduating in 1964.
Janine was married 3 October, 1964, in Nezperce
to Ronald Dean Porter, son of Willard (Bill) James
Porter and Vida Marie Lester Porter of Spokane,
Spokane County, Washington.
She raised two children, Michael Dean and
Michele Rae. Michael, age 23, died on 8 March
1989, after an epileptic seizure in the bathtub.
Michele, age 22, lived in Aura, West Germany (as
of 1989), where her husband, Theodore Demery,
Jr. was stationed in the U.S. Army. They are
parents of Todd Curtis and Jeffrey Michael
Demery.
Because of Ron's work in highway construction, the first ten years the family moved to where the
jobs were in Northern Idaho, Eastern Washington, and Western Montana. In 1972, they moved to
Coeur d'Alene, Kootenai County, Idaho where they lived (as of 1989).
In 1984 Janine went to work for a local law firm as a legal secretary where she still enjoys her job (as
of 1989). In 1989, her interests included genealogy, grandchildren, gardening, and collecting
Depression glass. (--details from Janine Eller Porter, published first in August 1989 in the Eller
Chronicles)
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CHARLOTTE ELLER MARSHALL
Charlotte K. (Eller) Marshall was born 20 March 1931, the fifth of six children of Carl and Lola Russell
Eller.
Her first five years of school were spent in a 4 room (2 grades, 1 teacher per room ) school in Otis,
New Mexico.
The first book she read came from the book shelf in the 3rd/4th
grade room. It was " Fleetfoot the Cave Boy." She became
interested in anthropology and archaeology from that moment
on. Being an avid reader all her life helped her over many of the
rough spots. Give her a history book and the world went away.
The move from New Mexico to Los Angeles, CA in December of
1944, while she was in the eighth grade, was quite a cultural
shock. Charlotte sought refuge in books. In those two years of
1945 and 1946, she read many books.
In September of 1946, the war was over and her brothers came
home from service. The family moved from L.A. to Cottage
Grove, Willamette Valley of Oregon. While she went to school,
her brothers went to work in the woods, driving log trucks, and
working in sawmills. The logging industry was in full swing, with
lots of old growth timber being cut. Charlotte learned to drive
dodging log trucks. Many of the loads were 2 or 3 logs. Some of
the trees were so big one log filled the trailer.
This was before the dams to control flooding were built. Quite often she waded in water over her
boot tops to get home after getting off the school bus. Two things changed over those 40 years (as
of 1989): the roads no longer flood every spring and fall and the hills in the Willamette Valley are
bare.
In the year 1981, she planned a family reunion. Charlotte, three brothers and two sisters had not
gathered for many years. Family history had never been a big item in their lives. Having lots of time
on her hands, Charlotte decided to surprise them with a history of their family. In her baby book,
her nother had recorded the names of the great grandparents. So she was off on the Grand Search.
Everywhere Charlotte looked Jacob Eller of Macon County, Tennessee turned up. Looking for her
mother's people, Clarks and Russells, she found Jacob Eller and his sons in Hillsdale, TN. She came to
believe old Jacob whispered to her in her dreams.
In the spring of 1987, Charlotte read an entry in the "Genealogical Helper" by J. Gerald Eller of North
Carolina, looking for descendants of Jacob Eller. I wrote, he answered, and so THE ELLER FAMILY
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ASSOCIATION was formed, with the help of all of you. (details from Charlotte Eller Marshall,
published first in August 1989 in the Eller Chronicles )
Charlotte K. (Eller) Marshall died on June 2, 2014 and was interred at Fir Crest Cemetery,
Monmouth, Oregon.
Editorial comments from editor J. Gerald Eller, published first in August 1989 in the Eller Chronicles:
(Eds. Gerald, Janine and Charlotte share common ancestors, the last being Joseph Eller (1792-1863)
of Buncombe Co., N.C. Gerald traces to Joseph via his son, John; Janine via his son, Joseph Michael
Franklin and Charlotte via his son, Jacob. From Joseph we trace back to Casper Eller via Jacob Eller,
Jr. and Jacob Eller, the immigrant. Our individual family lines had long since lost contact when we
discovered one another.)
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Descendants of Jakob Eller (1590-1640) (Germany)
Compiled by Georg Eller, Bannzaunerweg 7, 6530 Bingen 1,West Germany;
Translated by Louise Eller, 2932 Homeway Dr., Beavercreek, OH 45385
Reprinted from the May 1988 edition of The Eller Chronicles, p. 60-62.
The evangelical Lutheran Ellers from Dolgesheim in Rheinhassen (formerly county of LeiningerGuntersblum goes back to JAKOB ELLER, a farmer, and juror that was born about 1590. He came to
Dolgesheim shortly before the start of the 30 Year War. First mention of him is in 1631 when his
name appears on one of the Leiningen documents taking the oath of allegiance. In earlier
documents (1598 and others) and in resident directories of villages belonging to the sovereign
territory of Leiningen , the name Eller is not registered.
The wife of this Jakob Eller, name unknown, descends from a respected, propertied, farmer family
from Dolgesheim. One may assume that Jakob Eller must have been of good culture and origin (juror
although a newcomer).
According to oral history, the Dolgesheim Eller lineage originated from the middle Hessian area
around Offenbach on the Main- Frankfurt on the Main. The presumable ancestor (of these Ellers),
HENN ELLER, a cellarer (wine master) of Seligenstadt on the Main, was born about 1430 and had a
son, HENN, according to documents in which he was registered by the family name "Eyler".
In the chronicles of Dolgesheim there is talk of "the old Eller generation." The name, supposedly
derived of ancient German, means "quick, fast, hurried".
JOHANN ELLER, a grandson of the previously mentioned Henn Eller of Seligenstadt on the Main,
lived in Frankfurt on the Main around 1500. He was listed there as a citizen and supposedly was a
wine merchant and councilman. A son of this Johann Eller, by the name of ANTON ELLER, was
mentioned in 1541 as a councilman and in 1548 as host (innkeeper) and friend of Phillipe
Melanchton, a theologian and closest colleague of Martin Luther.
A daughter of RUDOLPH ELLER, brother of Anton Eller, was married to Emmerich Scheffer from
Dietz/ Lahn, a cellarer and senior civil servant of the County of Nassau. In 1592 she is referred to as
widow and manager of the Dietz wine cellar.
Important economic connections existed between Frankfurt on the Main and vicinity, and
Rheinhessen and its wine. One can assume with certainty that Jakob Eller, ancestor from
Dolgesheim, also had social connections to Dolgesheim, whereby the Lutheran community most
likely did not play an insignificant role. The Leininger subjects, in correspondence with their rulers,
joined the Reformation very early and were orthodox Lutherans.
Jakob Eller died in 1640 and, as far as is known, left 3 sons and 1 daughter:
1. JOHANNES ELLER, born about 1618.
2. JAKOB ELLER, born about 1625.
3. PAUL ELLER, born about 1628
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4. BARBARA ELLER, born about 1620/21. She married the widower, Hans Hinkel (also Johannes
Hunkel) from Ginsheim on 3.8.1647 in Oppenheim. He was clerk of records for the court in
Ginsheim. He died in the latter part of 1683.
The widow of Jakob Eller remarried in 1641. Her second husband, Conrad Kohlman, a widower and
farmer, was a resident of Eimsheim. He was a descendant from an old local Lutheran family. On
behalf of Jakob Eller's widow the court of Dolgesheim filed a petition for permission to marry and
move to Eimsheim, which was granted by the rulers of Leiningen. The minor children, Barbara and
Paul, moved with their mother to Eimsheim to live with their stepfather. Both sons, Jakob and
Johannes, already of legal age, stayed in Dolgesheim. They presumably took over management of
their paternal inheritance. This separation formed two family lines, the Dolgesheim lineage and the
Eimsheim lineage.
The Dolgesheim line separated again. Some of their
descendants stayed in Dolgesheim, others settled
all over Rheinhessen and beyond. They probably
were farmers at first. But many had occupations
like innkeeper, craftsmen (blacksmith, baker and
etc.), commercial businessmen (such as wine
merchants, paper manufacturers) , and academic
professions like teacher, veterinarian and pastor.
SAMPSON ELLER, tenant of Frankenstein farmstead, is said to have been mayor of Dolgesheim from
1746-1765. Many descendants of this line were court clerks, mayors, town councilors and holder of
other honorary posts.
PAUL ELLER, farmer and originator of the Eimsheim lineage, married Margaret Kohlmen in 1652. She
was the daughter of his step-uncle, Christian Kohlman, mayor of Eimsheim. Paul Eller succeeded
Christian Kohlman as mayor of Eimsheim from 1664-1680. Except for a brief interruption during the
Catholic period in the Palatinate the position of mayor stayed in the family for three generations.
After Paul Eller and his son, Christian Eller (mentioned in 1707), Johann Friedrich Eller, son of
Christian Eller, is mentioned as mayor in 1753.
Additional sons born in Eimsheim of Mayor Paul Eller were, as far as is known:
1. HANS CONRAD ELLER, born 30.3.1659, married a daughter of the Mayor of Eimsheim, Johan
Eberhard (mentioned in 1659).
2. JOHANNES ELLER, born 20.3.1659, mentioned in 1680 as an independent farmer in
Eimsheim.
3. HANS KARL ELLER, born 12.4.1669 in Eimsheim, but probably married in Bechtheim.
4. PHILLIPP LEONARD ELLER, born 26.3.1664. He married Juliane Dorothea Marhofer, daughter
of a farmer and juror of Guntersblum. He moved to Guntersblum, capital of the County of
Leiningen. He originated the Guntersblum-Friesenheim-Schwabsburg-Nierstein lineage, to
which the author belongs. The sequence of ancestors of this lineage can be documented
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without interval. The descendants of this lineage were farmers at first, later shoemakermasters and vintners during three generations.
The descendants of ancestor Jakob Eller and both succeeding principle lines of Dolgesheim and
Eimsheim are spread numerously all over Rheinhessen and far beyond. To the present time they are
active in positions as mayors, councilors, honorary judges, jurors, and many other honorary public
posts and enjoy good reputation.
-- Georg Eller
[Eds. In support of the above account Georg Eller provides a bibliography and a detailed Ancestral
Chart. These will be provided to interested researchers upon request and an SASE. We will publish
the chart in a later Newsletter when translations are completed. Many names from the charts are
identical to those of early Eller immigrants to America (such as Jacob, Johan, Johannes, Conrad,
Johann Jakob, Henrich, Christian, Frederick, Leonhard, Susanna, Michael, Georg, and Barbara; the
name, Johan Casper, also appears. This tempts one to believe that the two groups were related and
subsequent research may very well prove this true. However, one must go further than mere
similarity in names. For example, we have information which will be published later for long
established families of Ellers in Switzerland whose names are also quite similar to those of early Eller
immigrants to America. For location of Eimsheim and Dolgesheim see map on inside back cover of
Feb. 1988 Newsletter.]
[ Editor’s Comment (Nov 2017): Please note that the Eds. note at the end of the article was from
the original article and the instructions to interested researchers no longer apply, especially since
we are unsure of the fate of the materials mentioned. I could not find any indication that further
translations of the charts were ever published.
Please note that the map mentioned at the end of the Eds. note is included on the next page here.
Also, note the areas in Germany mentioned in this article. These are the same areas of Germany
mentioned in the article entitled “A DNA Connection to Ellers Now in Germany” in the August
2017 Chronicles and in the article entitled “Searching for Ellers in Germany and Austria 2015” in
the November 2015 Chronicles. ]
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Genealogy Has Come A Long Way
Foreword by editor Dan Liggett
In November 1987, the Eller Chronicles was born. To give you an idea of what it was like back then
to create a newsletter such as the Chronicles, imagine a life where only few people had a computer
(let alone knew how to use it). In that regard, first editor (and EFA president), J. Gerald Eller was a
leader in genealogical technology. Here is an excerpt from Gerald out of the February 1988 edition
of the Eller Chronicle, page 3 (2nd issue).
Your editors apologize for the typographical errors in the Nov. 1987 ' Newsletter. With our
own computer we now can spend more time proofing etc. and hope for fewer errors. We
hope readers will call factual errors to our attention. We continue to experiment with a
format for ancestral and descendant data. We will not use the same format again that was
used in the first Newsletter. Insofar as possible we will present the data in the form received
and not worry about a common plan. Our major concern will be that the information be
legible when photocopied. WE URGENTLY NEED MORE FAMILY GROUP SHEETS AND
ANCESTRAL CHARTS.
We extend our thanks to the contributors to this the second issue of the ELLER FAMILY
ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER: THE ELLER CHRONICLES. We are especially pleased to receive so
much information from German researchers and we will be interested in the reaction of our
members to the letters of Georg Eller, Professor K. Napp-Zinn, and Dr. Kurt Niederau. We are
equally indebted to the German-born spouses of two of our members for translations:
LOUISE ELLER, wife of Charles Neal Eller and JERRY REUTZ, husband of Juanita Reutz.
The use of a computer was making a difference in the Eller Chronicles even then. Where would we
be without computers today? Many would argue that genealogical research has jumped far ahead
just because of computers and especially the internet. Let’s look back at the history of genealogy.
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The Short History of Genealogy
by Javier Colayco
Genealogy, generally defined, is the study of one's ancestry. However, in actuality, genealogy is
much more involved and interesting than its general definition lets on.
When you begin studying genealogy, you realize just how much interesting information your family
history can reveal. Genealogy can shed light on where your ancestors came from, where they lived,
what they did for a living, who they married and what property they owned.
Almost everyone, whether they realize it or not, has participated in some form of genealogy activity.
In grade school, did you ever make a family tree? That's genealogy! Genealogy can be as simple as
making a record of your family tree from you to your great grandparents or as complex as tracing
your entire lineage back to ancient times.
The history of genealogy dates back to the Old Testament of The Bible. In the very first book, the
Book of Genesis, we see a family's bloodline narrated and the importance of genealogy. The New
Testament would later also reflect the importance of genealogy in religion and society. Both the
Books of Matthew and Luke outline the genealogy of Jesus of Nazareth.
But the Bible is not the only written record that lends credence to the importance of genealogy.
Throughout history we find records of disputes, murders and even wars where genealogy played a
part in the story. Ties to royalty, rights to inheritances and eligibility for rulership are all tied to a
person's heritage, and genealogy provides the map that illustrates who has right to what claims.
There are a number of instances throughout history in which genealogy played an important role as
certain dramas unfolded before humanity. From something as significant as the lineage of Jesus of
Nazareth to something as modernly-trivial as the true father of Anna Nicole Smith's daughter,
genealogy has oftentimes been at the forefront as history played itself out.
Genealogy also played a large role in England's historical claim to the throne of France. King Edward
III was a Norman-French descendant. When his uncle, Charles IV of France, passed away Edward
tried to lay claim to the French throne.
He tried convincing the powers that be that even though his mother could not lay claim to the
throne because she was a woman, she could pass on the bloodline's right to the throne, making him
the rightful ruler of France. Of course, the descendants of the male side of the bloodline didn't agree
and the argument eventually led to the Hundred Year's War.
England and France aren't the only countries to have disputes over who would be the rightful heir of
a throne because of genealogy. Rowena's, Byzantium, Portugal, and even ancient Egypt all have
histories that are rich in bloodline disputes.
Genealogy finds aren't all ancient history. Modern genealogy issues have hit the media recently. Al
Sharpton's recent discovery is proof of the ironies that genealogy may uncover. Mr. Sharpton, who
earlier this year stated that he might run for president in 2008, recently discovered through
genealogy research that his great- grandfather was a slave owned by none other than Senator Strom
Thurman's great-great-grandfather. In fact, the two may be related by blood.

Page 30

THE ELLER CHRONICLES

Volume XXXI, Issue 4

Then, of course, there are the less-significant genealogy disputes that don't have nearly as much
importance as some of these historical and political events, but they get enough media coverage to
make them world famous. The true family tree of Anna Nicole Smith's daughter is just one instance.
Perhaps this dispute over it will be a topic of intense interest.
There are a number of reasons why people pursue genealogy. From something as simple as a mild
interest in one's family history to something as significant as trying to find the parts of a broken
family and piece them back together, the reasons for studying genealogy are numerous.
Genealogy can help a person get in touch with who they really are. You can find out who your
ancestors were, what they did, where they lived, and more. By tracing your roots, you not only learn
about those in your bloodline who have gone before you, but you can research and gain an
understanding of these members of your family that you never had the chance to meet.
While genealogy doesn't always dig up buried treasure, it is indeed a possibility. Did you have a rich
great uncle who died without any heirs? One you never knew about? If you did, genealogy could
help you uncover the details that would help you claim what was rightfully yours.
There have been times throughout history when extreme circumstances split families apart. World
War II, for instance, tore brother from sister and mother from child. Genealogy is a tool that can
help piece broken families back together and thousands of people have done just that.
Sometimes genealogy is just plain fun. Wouldn't it be exciting to find out you were a distant cousin
of a famous celebrity, or that your great-great-great-great grandfather was a king? Many times,
genealogy can uncover interesting and exciting facts about a person's family tree.
Genealogy, while always important, didn’t experience such a widespread explosion in popularity
until the advent of the Internet. Gone are the days when researching your family tree meant
running from one public records facility to the next, hoping you could find missing pieces to the
puzzle by mailing away for information that might never arrive.
With more and more public records being made available online, priceless genealogy information is
just a mouse click away and easier than ever to create a fluid family tree. It’s no wonder millions of
Internet users have started tracing their family lines on the Web. What used to take years to
accomplish can now be done in a matter of days or weeks.
With genealogy becoming more and more popular and advanced genealogy tools now so readily
available, there really hasn't been a better time to get involved. Whether you only want to trace
your family history back a few generations or you want to see just how far back you can climb up
your family tree, the genealogy tools now available will make the process faster, more efficient and
much more enjoyable.
{Javier Colayco is the founder of TribalJunction.com (http://www.tribaljunction.com), a site that
makes it easy to create a family tree and find distant relatives. With additional features like group
email, customizable user profiles and more, Tribal Junction also helps families keep in touch.}
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Genealogy in the 21st Century
By Susan Johnston

Improving Technology: Does it Improve Research?
A futuristic genealogy concept appeared in an episode of Star Trek: The Next Generation several
years ago. In the episode, the crew of the Enterprise rescued some frozen space travelers from the
20th century. One of the rescued people wanted to return to Earth and find her descendants, if any.
The computer then was asked to present her genealogy for the elapsed 400-year period, which it
did, locating a many-times great grandson in California! Although there is nothing like this available
now, many technological advances have been made over the past few years. The impact of these
advances on genealogical research is huge, and has both positive and negative effects.

The Internet
The Internet has opened up a vast amount of information to the researcher. This information is so
overwhelming that it is difficult to evaluate for reliability. It's also ephemeral in nature. URLs change,
terms of use change, licenses change. Be sure to note the date you accessed an online source, and
be sure to download or print important references.
In general, genealogical information on the Web comes in the following forms:
•

Information of a how-to nature: how to use land records, how to write a research report.

•

Information about a particular resource: the WWI statement of service cards, for example.

•

Information about a particular repository: the holdings or hours of a library or archive or
courthouse.

•

Commercial sources for genealogical reference materials.

•

Indexes to particular records: the Social Security Death Index or Kentucky Vital Records. An
enormous number of genealogies and surname indexes of variable quality.

•

A growing number of digital images of original documents.

When used properly, this information is very valuable and will greatly facilitate your
genealogical research. When used indiscriminately, it will destroy the validity of your
work.

Online Records
We took for granted the ability to microcopy (on film, fiche, or card) old records and books. The
availability of microcopy increased the researcher's access to records as well as improving our
ability to preserve these records, but only a small fraction of the records needed for genealogical
research have been microcopied. Now, these microcopies, as well as original documents, are
being digitized. Entire record groups have been digitized, indexed, and placed online. New record
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images appear daily on the major subscription sites, such as Ancestry.com, GenealogyBank.com,
and Fold3.com. There's even good news for those of us who prefer a no-cost option.
FamilySearch provides an incredible collection of records on its website, all free of charge. They
hope to have their complete microfilm holdings online by 2020.
Increased access to these digitized copies of original records cannot help but improve
family history research. What possible negative effects could this have?
• Even professional researchers constantly remind themselves to study each record in
context. The ease of a one-click link from index entry to image makes it very easy to forget
that failure to study context may lead to misinterpretation of a record's meaning.
• The vast and growing online resources make it difficult to judge each individual record's
quality. Although many sites do include information that can help a researcher determine a
collection's organization, locate related records, and understand record omissions,
researchers don't always take the time to study these background resources.
• The vast online resources make it difficult to remember that many more important records
are still available only in their original form - the unindexed bounty land applications, the
Civil War regimental books, settled accounts of pension payments, records of the First
Church of Waltham - just to name a few I want.

The Personal Computer
The personal computer, and the ever-growing group of more portable devices, especially when
paired with the digital camera, has greatly increased storage and dissemination of information.
Software programs to handle your own personal genealogical research have proliferated, making it
much easier to keep track of your family history and research notes. More sophisticated programs
allow you to fully document all research and print out reasonable narratives, family group sheets,
and descendant charts. Some of them allow you to export the material in HTML (hypertext mark-up
language) format for publication on the Web. All of them allow you to export your data to other
computers or import your data from other researchers. Ancillary programs, such as spreadsheets,
have the potential to improve your ability to analyze data and monitor research progress. Surely
there can be no negative aspects to the personal computer!
•

•

•

We all begin our genealogy research as "name gatherers." It's so easy now to acquire and
store names and information that many researchers forget that all information must be
verified with the best possible sources - and if we don't get into the habit of doing that,
we'll never progress beyond the "name gatherer" stage.
As technology continues to advance, today's technologies may disappear entirely. Already,
many records stored in old computer programs are no longer accessible. If your research is
dependent upon digital and magnetic data, you must be ready to upgrade your technology
as necessary.
You must have backups and hard copies of all your data, or be subject to losing all your
hard work. As Dick Eastman says, "Many copies keep stuff safe."
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Summary
Does this improved technology improve the quality of research? In a word, no. Ultimately, the
quality of your research depends upon your adherence to the Genealogical Proof Standard.
A point may be considered 'proved' if:
• The research is exhaustive;
• The argument rests on reliable records, correctly
interpreted; Contradictory evidence is examined
and soundly rebutted; All statements of fact are
scrupulously documented;
• All deductions are carefully reasoned and explained.
Keep an open mind. New evidence could invalidate your conclusions at any time.
{ Reprinted from: http://freepages.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~mdtmgug/education/21cent.htm
with permission from author Susan Johnston.}
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Understand the Difference between Second
Cousins and Cousins Once Removed
by Genevieve Lill – June 10, 2017
Remembering the difference between a “second cousin” and a “cousin once removed” is one of
those facts that I have filed away in my brain as non-essential. I think I know the difference, but then
I get fuzzy on the details.
Luckily, I now have a handy chart to bookmark in my web browser so that I never forget again.
You’ll find it useful, too, especially if you’ve been invited to a family reunion this summer.
This chart was designed by Alice J. Ramsey in 1987, but her advice still stands today.
Here’s how to use the chart: Start from the “Self” box, and then trace your way to the relationship
you are trying to name.
Remembering what my mom’s cousin’s children are in relation to me is always a tricky one for me.
Using this chart, I can see that they are my second cousins. And their kids? My second cousins once
removed. Their kids? Second cousins twice removed.

Once Removed – What Does It Mean?
This chart gives us a visual depiction of what “once removed” really means. It’s easy to see that you
and all of your cousins—even those second and third cousins—are in the same generation. But
when you get into different generations, that’s when it comes “once” or “twice” removed—what
that really means is one generation removed, according to the chart.
“For example, your mother’s first cousin is your first cousin, once removed. This is because your
mother’s first cousin is one generation younger than your grandparents and you are two
generations younger than your grandparents, ” according to an article on Genealogy. “This onegeneration difference equals ‘once removed.’ Twice removed means that there is a two-generation
difference. You are two generations younger than a first cousin of your grandmother, so you and
your grandmother’s first cousin are first cousins, twice removed.”
Once you get your brain to stop spinning, just look at the chart. It will help you understand.
Source: https://www.simplemost.com/difference-second-cousins-cousins-removed/
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The Importance of Queries
By Dan Liggett, Eller Chronicles Editor
From time to time, the EFA website or officers receive emails asking about certain ancestries. We
can do what we can to answer these, but some of our readers are often more qualified to answer
certain inquiries. And so, we would like to resurrect a portion of the Chronicles of old to highlight
some of the Queries received. If you receive or answer queries, please share that with the editor for
inclusion in the next Chronicles.
Just to give you an idea of what the Chronicle archives or current queries can lead to, below are two
Ancestry.com queries from a few years back. Some of the names may be familiar since they have
shown up in past Chronicles as a possible connection to the John Jacob Eller line (i.e. Casper Eller).
From:

https://www.ancestry.com/boards/surnames.eller/149.202/mb.ashx

Posted by Sharyn Lehrke

28 Sep 2000 03:18AM
Classification: Query
Edited: 14 Jan 2002 11:57PM
Surnames: Eller, Och, Reichenbecker, Schubert, Prediger, Bekker, Knauer, Rauschert, Petz,
Cramer
Your information on German Ellers was great and rekindled my genealogical interests. Here is my
Eller information and perhaps someone can point me to a connection. Caspar Eller was born in
Klein Heereth, Germany and married Margaretha Och in 1769. Their son Johann Eller was born
in Kaltenbrunn, Germany and married Margaretha Barbara Reichenbecker in 1799. THEIR son
was Johann Adam Friedrich Eller born March 22, 1811 in Kaltenbrunn and he married Marie
Dorothea Schubert in 1832. Marie was born on April 22, 1811 in Wustenwelsberg, Germany to
Johann Adam Schubert and Maria Dorothea Prediger. Marie Dorothea Schubert died on January
31, 1855. Following are the children of Johann Adam Friedrich Eller and Marie Dorothea Schubert
(Schubart?): Andreas E. Eller born December 12, 1833 in Wustenwelsberg and died April 7, 1858
in Kaltenbrunn. Johann Adam Eller was born July 10, 1835 in Wustenwelsberg and married
Augusta Amalia Bekker in Sherneck, Germany on March 17, 1859. Johann Adam died on June
22, 1900 in Rossach, Germany. Augusta and Johann Adam are my g-g-grandparents. Also born
to Johann Adam Friedrich Eller and Marie Dorothea Schubert were Johann Georg Eller born
February 11, 1837; Maria Dorothea Eller born March 1, 1839; Katharina Barbara Eller born June
5, 1841; Margaretha Barbara Eller and her twin sister (who was born dead)on November 3, 1843;
and Eva Barbara Eller born May 13, 1848. Children born to Johann Adam Eller and Augusta
Amalia Bekker were: Maria Amanda Eller b. May 5, 1861 in Rossach, Germany, married Ernst
Knauer in 1887. Maria Amanda died December 22, 1901. Maria was my g-grandmother. Her
siblings included: Augusta Amalie Eller b December 25, 1859 in Rossach, d. November 20, 1904
in Coburg, Germany; Ida Rosa Louise Eller born September 20, 1862 in Rossach, married ?
Rauschert; Anna Eller born July 2, 1864 in Rossach, married ? Petz; Gustav Ludwig Eller b.
December 27, 1865 in Rossach, d. May 12, 1866 in Rossach; Fanny Eller married Andreas
Cramer.
The 4 daughters of Maria Amanda Eller and Ernst Knauer came to America and settled in the
Milwaukee and Chicago areas. I have information on these 4 daughters and their descendants.
However, I am trying to locate a connection with a George Eller of Milwaukee. My mother visited
this well-to-do lumberyard owner often and was always told that his two daughters, Gretchen and
Bertha Eller, were nieces of my g-grandmother Maria Amanda Eller. However, I did not find that
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Maria had a brother named George. Could George be an uncle? Does anyone see a connection
somewhere? I'm new to using the net for genealogy so forgive me if I've left out anything crucial. I
appreciate any clues and I will share any information I have. Thanks!

This query was 17 years ago, but you can see it could just as well have been written today. Next is
another query from 2008 that is based in North Carolina, home of the 2017 EFA conference.
From: https://www.ancestry.com/boards/surnames.eller/149.202.205/mb.ashx
Re: EARLY GERMAN ELLERS
Posted by Danny Eller (dannyeller@netzero.net )
26 Aug 2008 01:46PM
Classification: Query
Surnames: Eller
Thanks to a cousin of mine the late Connie Greene of Elk Park, NC we have put together a very
researched and fairly complete Eller lineage that is confirmed going back to Peter Eller from
Wilkes County, NC (Wilkes and Ashe Counties were once part of Rowan County, NC). We know
that his father was George Michale Eller of either the Algau Eller line or the Eller line from
Untermerzbach or the Palantinate areas of Germany. The age at the time of immigration and
births of children favor the later. However, I have run into a quandrey about George Michale
Eller's father. It is either Paul Caspar Eller from the Palantinate or Georg Eller from
Untermerzbach, Germany. There is some evidence that they are possibly the same person. Do
you have any more information that may help to determine that? I would also be very appreciative
of any homestead or grave site areas known. I am good on them up to Peter Eller. I have a good
lead on his grave site in Wilkes County but I haven't been able to go there to confirm yet. Starting
with my Great Grandfather Benjamin Franklin Eller are all buried in our family cemetery located at
Gwyn Lane and Sam Eller Straight, HWY 194 between Banner Elk and Heaton, NC.
I also have some Civil War Pay Records showing Cleavland Eller being severally wounded in
1863 in Virgina while serving with the NC State Infantry. Records show he was released from
active duty several months later due to his wounds and granted permission to return to Wilkes
County. This is most likely my Great Great Grand Father Henry Cleveland Eller. I have been told
that Cleavland is in quotes on his grave marker.
In listing on our family tree from Connie, George Michael Eller is referred to as General. I have
found no records of his serving in any military so I'm afraid that if true his service may have been
on the wrong side.
Here is what mostly Connie with a little help from me have been able to put together. My
confirmed direct line goes Peter Linn (B.?) Eller of Wilkes County, NC; Peter Eller Jr (?) of Wilkes
County; Jacob Eller of Wilkes County; Henry Cleavland Eller Sr. of Wilkes County; Benjamin
Franklin Eller of Elk Valley, NC; Jake Hoose Eller of Elk Park, NC; Charles Foster ("Buster") Eller
of Elk Park, NC and me Danny Richard Eller, Retired Military now working in Florida.

As far as I know, these were never answered, at least not on Ancestry.com. However, you can see
that these gave a lot of details and could very well have led to significant clues to these lines.
This is where people are in their research. We need to band together to help them as best we are
able. The real Query section following is intended to spark a response. If you can help, please
respond. And please share that with us so we can give the whole story in the next issue of the Eller
Chronicles.
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Queries
(Here is your chance. Brian Duddy and Nolan Eller need help.)
Sent: Thursday, 2 November 2017
Subject: Eller Family
My name is Brian Duddy and I am an amateur radio historian looking for help from the Eller Family. I
have 2 old radio cards (QSL Cards) from 1923 that belonged to a George O. Eller. His call sign was
3TR and lived at 717 7th Street S.E. in Washington D.C.

I have not had much luck finding anything about a George O. Eller online and was hoping the family
could help. The only George O. Eller on the Find-A-Grave website was buried in Indiana but I have no
idea if it is the same individual:
https://www.findagrave.com/cgibin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=eller&GSfn=george&GSby=1910&GSbyrel=before&GSdy=1936&GSdyrel=a
fter&GSob=n&GRid=17175351&df=all&
Any help greatly appreciated. Thank you in advance for your help.
Brian Duddy - N2BTD
Amateur Radio Historian
Brian Duddy
rocklandfires@gmail.com
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Sent: August 12, 2017
Greetings,
My name is Nolan Eller and I am the University Archivist at Louisiana Tech University in
Ruston, Louisiana. I recently stumbled upon the Eller family website and would like to know
more about the Jacob Eller (Roanoke/Botetourt Branch) of the Eller family. I am the
grandson of Robert Wayne Eller and Evelyn Joan Eller. My grandfather is the son of Charles
A. Eller and Faye Brubaker. While I work with genealogists on a daily basis and have
spoken at a number of genealogical associations in regards to genealogical resources, I
have not really examined my own genealogy. I am originally from Lafayette, Indiana and
moved to Louisiana roughly 4 years ago. My family still lives in Indiana. Any information
would be greatly appreciated and any information in regards to how/why Charles Eller left
Virginia for Indiana would be greatly appreciated. Thank you in advance for all your
assistance.
All the Best,
Nolan Eller
Nolan.eller@gmail.com

Register Now on the Eller Website
The new Eller Family Association website has been up and running for about a year now. We
now have a special section just for EFA members that will allow you access to the current
year’s Chronicles, our membership list and other members-only features.
But to insure that it’s open only to EFA members, you need to register. This is important,
especially for members who receive their edition of the Chronicles by e-mail. You can go to
the website (www.ellerfamilyassociation.com) and look for the login link near the top left of
the page (in the brown stripe). Then click on “Don't have a login? Register for a New User
Account.” near the bottom of the popup box.
Or you can click on this address: http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/newacctform.php
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On The Lighter Side

Quotable Genealogy Quotes:
Adam and Eve must have found genealogy very boring.
____________
Genealogy: where you confuse the dead and irritate the living.
____________
Life is lived forwards, but understood backwards.
____________
Genealogists live in the past lane.
____________
The black sheep keeps the best info on the family.
____________
Genealogists never die, they just lose their census.
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Sales Tax only applicable if you are purchasing from Texas.
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ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

The purpose of the Eller Family Association is to draw all Ellers, regardless of their particular
family line, and allied families into a cooperative effort. We owe to the present generation and those
of the future, this effort to come together, explore and record our common roots and heritage.
The Eller Family Association has already demonstrated that this approach is the quickest and most
efficient mechanism for sharing family history and genealogical information.
The Mission Statement is that the Eller Family Association exists to assist all Eller and associated
family lines worldwide to:
Discover and preserve our historical past
Report current events and ongoing contributions
Develop and expand current family ties
Provide ongoing biennial meetings to summarize accomplishments
Socialize and provide inspired direction as we focus on the future.
A quarterly newsletter, The Eller Chronicles, is published and sent to each member in February,
May, August and November. Information on all Ellers in the United States and Europe, from the 17th
century to the current time is being gathered and made available.
To join the Association, please fill out the following information (to the extent known) and send with
check for $25 for an annual membership, or $250 for a lifetime membership, payable to the Eller
Family Association to:

Ed Eller
Eller Family Association
1124 Ridgeleigh Circle
Dalton, GA 30720
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Eller Family Association
C/O Ed Eller
1124 Ridgeleigh Cr
Dalton, GA 30720

Remember…please enclose your $25 membership fee
along with your application for membership.
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EFA ORGANIZATION

President:

Lauren Liggett

2619 Heathergold Drive
Houston, TX 77084

(281)578-8141
missliggy@yahoo.com

Vice President:

Anna Marie Bliss 4217 East Carmel Ave
Mesa, AZ 85206

(480)396-3364
ajbliss3343@yahoo.com

Secretary/Treasurer:

Edward K. Eller 1124 Ridgeleigh Circle
Dalton, GA 30720

(706)278-1516
kermiteller38@gmail.com

Directors:

Thomas J. Eller 1311 Masters Drive
(719)632-2259
Woodland Park, CO 80863 ellertj@aol.com
David G. Eller

PO Box 572216
(713)952-9400
Houston, TX 77257-2216 davideller@msn.com

Jerry Kendall

1700 Kendall Rd.
(706)970-0244
Young Harris, GA 30582 jerrykendall_2000@yahoo.com

Christine Walker 695 Old NC Highway
Wilkesboro, NC 28697

(336)921-3430

Harvey Powers

150 Merrymount Rd
Boydton, VA 23917

(434)689-5549
harv@harveypowers.com

Editor:

Dan Liggett

2619 Heathergold Drive
Houston, TX 77084

(281)578-8141
danliggett@gmail.com

Web Master

Harvey Powers

150 Merrymount Rd
Boydton, VA 23917

(434)689-5549
harv@harveypowers.com

Historian:

Lauren Liggett

2619 Heathergold Drive
Houston, TX 77084

(281)578-8141
missliggy@yahoo.com

Contact the Secretary/Treasurer:
To apply for membership to the Eller Family Association
To report a change of address
To report a failure to receive The Eller Chronicles
To purchase back copies of The Eller Chronicles
To purchase the book George Michael Eller and Descendants of His in America by
James W. Hook (1957) @ $32 ea
Contact the Editor to submit genealogy and family history for publication in The Eller Chronicles
Contact the Web Master about submitting and /or inquiring about information on the web site.
To view The Eller Chronicles on the internet, go to www.eller.org or www.ellerfamilyassociation.com

