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From the President  . . . Lauren Liggett 
Hey Cousins, 

Hope all is going well with you and yours.  We are doing well in TX.  Just a bit 

water logged as it’s been raining here most days for a few weeks now.  At least 

we are no longer behind in our rainfall. 

Dan and I have been spending our free time packing, packing, packing.  I am 

quite tired of packing!  We are moving away from our home of 31 years, so there’s been a lot of 

sorting, purging of odd items and packing.  We are moving 5 hours north to McKinney, TX.  This 

will put us much closer to our kids and grandkids.  We are looking forward to seeing them a little 

more and hopefully spending more time with our grandchildren.  Of course, once we get to the 

new house, we’ll be spending a lot of our spare time un-packing!  Oh well, that should keep us out 

of trouble for a few months. ☺ 

When cleaning out closets we found a few boxes of tax records and cancelled checks from the 

1980s/1990s.  I cannot believe how many checks we used to write back in the day.  It’s been kind 

of fun reviewing the old records and checks.  However, when we’re not packing, we are shredding! 

Needless to say, I am looking forward to the Eller Conference in July.  No more packing or 

shredding for a few days.  I hope you will sign up to come. It is fun to see familiar faces and meet 

new cousins.  We always have a good time together. 

Oh, and remember to bring something for the Silent Auction on Saturday. 

Please make plans and sign up to join us in North Carolina.  If you don’t know how you fit in to 

the Eller family tree, someone will try to help you.  We love to meet new family members. 

Looking forward to seeing you soon! 

Lauren Eller Liggett 
missliggy@yahoo.com   
 

Register NOW 
 

 Eller 
 Family 

 Conference 
 

 Hayesville, NC 
 July 14-18 

mailto:missliggy@yahoo.com
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From the Secretary . . . Ed Eller 

Greetings to all Eller Family Association Members and Family 

from North Georgia: 

It has been a long four months since my wife Betty had a stroke 

on Feb 2 and has been in and out of the Hospital six times since 

then. She recovered from the stroke with no lasting effects.  

Fifteen days ago, I brought her to Emory Hospital in Atlanta. They came to the 

conclusion that all of her problems were caused by the Heart. Her Mitral valve 

is a St Jude’s mechanical valve and was leaking very badly, her Aortic valve 

needed to be replaced. Both of these were repaired by going through an Artery 

this was done this past Tuesday. She is still in ICU on a ventilator. Hopefully 

she will come off of it tomorrow. Long road ahead, but things are looking up. 

I want to remind everyone to bring items for the craft sale. 

Hope to see everyone July 14-18 in Hayesville, N. C. Please fill out your 

registration form and get your money to me. 

All for now 

Ed Eller 

EFA Secretary/Treasurer 
kermiteller38@gmail.com 

Remember to bring your donations for the 

Eller Family Association 

 
Saturday, July 17, 10am-2pm  

mailto:kermiteller38@gmail.com
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From the Webmaster . . . Harvey Powers 

One of the frustrations with my Eller research has been my inability 

to pin down where in Germany our Eller ancestors lived and the 

relationship among the five Eller (perhaps Öhler) brothers (perhaps 

cousins) who are described as being from the “Palatinate.” That 

generic name was widely used in 

America for any German speaking area.   

We believe the five men were sons of Michael 

and/or Casper Eller. My research is at odds with 

others over which of the immigrants; Christian, 

George Michael, Melchior, John Jacob and 

Henry/Heinrich are by which father.  There is 

also a Bartl Öhler/Eller who may be the 

Grandfather.  

We know there is a town called Eller. It’s on the 

Moselle River and is usually paired with the 

town of Ediger.  Members of the Association 

have visited Eller and confirm there are Eller 

families in the cemetery there.  

Research by William Hinson says Christian Öhler /Eller came from Untermerzbach, 

Bavaria, Germany.  Some of the research by James Hook says the Eller family has 

ties to Dusseldorf.  My Grandfather exchanged letters with a German researcher 

who says the Ellers come from the mountains around Bregenz on Lake Constance 

in western Austria.  There are several other areas in far northern Germany that have 

been discussed as possible locations.  

The bottom line, we really don’t know for certain from whom, and where in 

Germany, our Eller roots originate.   

The new CDC guidance regarding masks and indoor gatherings is good news for our 

upcoming EFA conference.  I’ve had my vaccine and I’m looking forward to seeing 

you in July.  If you haven’t registered, please do so soon. The information is available 

elsewhere in this publication.  

Harvey Powers 

EFA Webmaster 
harv@harveypowers.com  

mailto:harv@harveypowers.com
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From the Editor . . . Dan Liggett  

We have a lot of information in this issue about the Eller Family 

Conference in July. Don’t miss out on this chance to gather with your 

fellow Eller descendants. Register today! 

We wondered whether we could even have the Conference with COVID 

and all, but we will be forging ahead with it, trusting that everyone will 

either get vaccinated or wear a mask to minimize everyone’s exposure. 

Several Eller Descendant stories are featured in this issue of the Chronicles 

so be sure to check them out. We also have a couple of George Eller articles (not the same 

George). 

Your donations are needed for the Silent Auction. Please bring what you can to help defray 

conference expenses.  

 

Looking for a few good men:  If you are part of the Jacob Eller Line of Roanoke, Virginia 

and Salem, Virginia, please consider recruiting your male relatives for the Eller Family 

Project (DNA) with Family Tree DNA.  The EFA will pay for the DNA kit and for the DNA 

test itself. 

Have an idea for something you would like to see in the Chronicles?  Pass it on to me or, 

better yet, why don’t you write one yourself for the next Chronicles.  I’m always looking 

for material. 

Please send me any suggestions or submissions for future Chronicles. My contact 

information is found on both the front page and at the end of this publication.  

Dan Liggett  
Eller Chronicles Editor 
danliggett@gmail.com 

mailto:danliggett@gmail.com
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Board/Directors Meeting Minutes 
Compiled by Dan Liggett 

The May 16, 2021 Board/Directors meeting (by phone) was called to order at 9:05pm EDT. Present 
on the call were Lauren Liggett, Dan Liggett, Ed Eller, Harvey Powers, Anna Bliss, Steve Eller and Jerry 
Kendall.  Emily Cook, Christine Walker, Corrine Casper, and David Eller were unable to attend. 

The EFA Family Conference plans for July 14-18 ,2021 was the primary topic of discussion.  Steve 
reported that the Johnson Lodge is booked (alternative lodging to be listed later in this Chronicles). 
That indicates at least 30 people intend to attend from out of town. Ed reported he has only received 
9 registrations, so people need to get registered for the Conference. Registration in advance is 
needed to plan and pay for the banquet on Saturday night and for the Friday tour. Steve said that a 
golf cart will be available for transporting people between the ground and second floor levels at the 
lodge for the meetings. These are sponsored by local Eller-owned businesses, mainly Eller & Owens 
Furniture Store (a lady from there to address the members on Thursday morning).  Steve is expecting 
a good local turnout on Thursday and Saturday, so Ed decided to increase his usual T-shirt order. Ed 
also mentioned the intention of buying plenty of breakfast groceries to be available to the Johnson 
Lodge residents for cooking breakfast for about $5 a person. Steve said the Silent Auction and the 
presentation by Jerry Taylor are scheduled to take place at the cafeteria (Moore Hall) to provide 
ample room. This is also where the banquet will be held. 

Harvey mentioned that he had recently received (via mail) group sheets and dozens of photos for 
some 80 people in the David Eller (1849-1887) family in the George Michael line.  They were provided 
by Debbie Tuxford.  After entering all these folks (and photos) into the EFA database, Debbie was 
also kind enough to look over the data and provide corrections and additions.  In light of her 
contributions to the EFA database, Harvey asked if it we would approve giving Ms. Tuxford a 
complimentary, one-year EFA membership and that was approved. 

Ed said we need to locate someone from the Roanoke Ellers (Jacob Eller line, primarily in Salem, VA 
these days) who would be willing to donate his DNA to the Eller Family Project. If a willing, male 
descendant can be found, we can determine whether or not they connect with any of the known 
Eller lines.  The EFA would provide the DNA kit and pay for the test. A series of articles on the Roanoke 
Ellers was begun in the May 1988 Eller Chronicles. 

The proposed By-Laws passed by the EFA Board back in November 2019 is subject to the approval of 
the membership at the Member Meeting at the Conference in July. One of the items yet to be 
finalized is Article X where asset distributions were specified if ever the EFA were to be dissolved.  
While nobody anticipates the need, specifications need to be made just in case the need ever arises. 
This will be a discussion point at the Conference, but the consensus of the Board is to specify upkeep 
funds for the ELLER FAMILY ARCHIVES (Rowan County Library, the EFA Website 
(www.ellerfamilyassociation.com) and the Eller DNA Project and for any remaining funds to go 
toward professional genealogical research in Germany and other surrounding regions for Eller family 
lines. Verbiage to that effect has been added to the Proposed By-Laws. 

With that research goal in mind, it was suggested that perhaps we should start that research project 
even now.  It seems long overdue. The difficult part is locating a good researcher. Harvey and Dan 
were tasked with trying to locate a researcher with German connections.  

The meeting was adjourned at 9:47pm EDT.  

http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/chronicles/may88/may88p1.htm
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/chronicles/may88/may88p1.htm
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/chronicles/may1988.pdf
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/
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Proposed By-Laws Changes 
At the November 17, 2019 Board/Directors meeting, a review of the Eller Family Association By-Laws 
was performed. The last time it was reviewed and amended was in 2007 (published in the August 
2007 Chronicles, p. 44-47). These proposed changes were published with the Board Meeting minutes 
in the November 2019 Chronicles. Further changes were made to Article X at the May 2021 meeting. 

The By-Laws that follow contain the agreed upon amendments (old verbiage crossed out and new 
verbiage underlined) and will be discussed and voted upon at the next Members Meeting (EFA 
Conference) on July 15, 2021: 

BY-LAWS 

Of 

THE ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION 

ARTICLE I - NAME 

The name of this non-profit association shall be THE ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION. 

ARTICLE II - STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

 The purpose of the ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION shall be: 

1.   To promote a sense of kinship and a consciousness of ELLER history and tradition. 

2.   To promote and publicize local family reunions. 

3.   To hold a biennial family conference open to all ELLER and allied family members worldwide. 

4.   To encourage the restoration and maintenance of cemeteries or other sites of meaning to various 

ELLER families. 

5.   To encourage and aid genealogical and historical research on ELLER and allied families worldwide. 

6.   To encourage and assist in the publication of ELLER family histories and ELLER related genealogies. 

7.   To publish THE ELLER CHRONICLES, which shall be the official publication of the Association. 

ARTICLE III - MEMBERSHIP 

1. Membership in THE ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION (hereafter EFA) shall be open to all persons 

and organizations subscribing to its purposes and has paid dues to date. 

2. Any member may withdraw from membership by filing resignation with the Secretary of EFA, or by 

non-payment of dues. 

3. Any member may be removed, with or without cause, at any meeting by a two-thirds vote of the 

members in attendance at a duly constituted general membership meeting. 

ARTICLE IV - DUES AND MEMBERSHIP 

1. Annual dues shall be set by the Board of Directors and shall be for the fiscal year ending June 30 

due on the anniversary date of joining the EFA. Membership dues shall include four 

quarterly issues of the ELLER CHRONICLES. Dues of persons joining during the year shall be 

prorated to the nearest quarter. Back issues of THE ELLER CHRONICLES shall be made 

available to members and non-members at a cost set by the Board of Directors. 

2. Charter Members are those who were accepted for membership prior to November 1, 1988. 

3. Donor Members are those who contribute $35.00 annually. 

4. Sustaining Members are those who contribute $100.00 annually. 

5. Honorary Life Members are those recognized by the Board of Directors for outstanding contributions 

to the EFA.  They are exempt from annual dues. Life Members are those who have paid Life 

Membership dues. 

6. Contributions are amounts paid beyond the amount of dues required for membership, and shall be 

acceptable at any time.  Contributions may be designated by the donor for any EFA approved project 

of donor’s choice. 

ARTICLE V - MEETINGS 

http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/chronicles/aug2007.pdf
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/chronicles/aug2007.pdf
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1. Regular meetings of the EFA membership shall be held every other year in conjunction with the Eller 

Family Conference, the time and place designated by the Board of Directors.  The goal will be to hold 

meetings in the East, West, and Middle regions of the U. S.  

2. Any meeting of the EFA membership shall be duly constituted when the following criteria are met: 

a. No less than 4 states are represented. 

b. A quorum shall consist of  30 10 members, including at least three members of the Board of 

Directors. 

3. The general membership meeting of EFA shall include the election of officers and board members, 

the President’s annual report, and other business as may properly come before the meeting. 

4. Notice of any EFA meeting shall: 

a. Be announced in THE ELLER CHRONICLES. 

b. Shall be postmarked at least 60 days prior to the scheduled date if sent by mail.  

c. Include a proposed budget, and an agenda approved by the Board of Directors.  The agenda will 

be adhered to at all membership meetings. 

5. Meetings of the Board of Directors shall be held as provided in Article VII. 

ARTICLE VI - OFFICERS 

1. The officers of the EFA shall consist of a President, Vice President and Secretary-Treasurer. 

2. Officers shall be members in good standing and shall also serve as members of the Board of 

Directors.  Officers and Directors shall serve for a term of two years, and thereafter shall be eligible 

to be reelected to the same office upon the approval of the Board and election by the members. 

3. Nominations for office shall: 

a. Be made by a committee of three or more members appointed by the President at least six months 

prior to the regular biennial meeting. 

b. Be made from the floor at general membership meetings. 

c. Be made by any member contacting the President, in writing, with a petition signed by at least (5) 

members requesting a named member be placed in nomination and included on the ballot. 

d. Nominees must sign a statement agreeing to serve prior to being nominated from the floor or by 

written petition. 

4. A vacancy in any office shall be filled by the Board of Directors prior to serve until the next general 

membership meeting. 

5. The duties of the officers shall be substantially as provided herein, with such other duties as may be 

assigned by the Board. 

a. The President shall: 

1) Preside over the meetings of the Board of Directors and the general meetings of the EFA 

membership. 

2) Carry out the policies of the EFA as established by the Board of Directors. 

3) Appoint project coordinators and support their efforts. 

4) Appoint committees and send a complete list of all committees to the secretary to be retained 

in the minutes book. 

5) Publish an annual report to the membership in the February issue of THE ELLER 

CHRONICLES. 

6) 6)  Submit a proposed annual budget to the Board of Directors for approval by January 1, a 

copy to be published in February issue of THE ELLER CHRONICLES. 

b. The Vice President shall: 

1) Fulfill the duties of the President in the latter’s absence. 

2) Shall promote the policies and projects of the EFA. 

c. The Secretary/Treasurer shall: 

1) Record and transcribe the minutes of all general membership meetings of the EFA, and 

maintain a permanent minute book. 

2) Maintain a current roster of the membership of the EFA  

and provide mailing labels to the printer of THE ELLER CHRONICLES. 

3) Be the custodian of all official records exclusive of those pertaining to the responsibilities of 

the Editor of THE ELLER CHRONICLES. 
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4) Receive all inquiries to the EFA other than those specifically directed to other officers or 

members of the Board. 

5) Be the principal accounting and financial officer of the Association.  He/She shall have 

charge of and be responsible for the maintenance of adequate books of account, have charge 

and custody of all funds and securities received for and in the name of the EFA from any 

source and be responsible for the disbursement thereof. Any exception from this procedure 

shall require unanimous consent of the Board of Directors. 

6) Make annual financial reports to the EFA membership in THE ELLER CHRONICLES, 

February  August  issue, which immediately follows the end of the fiscal year (Jul 31).  

ARTICLE VII - BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

1. The officers, elected or appointed directors, and the Editor of THE ELLER CHRONICLES and the 

EFA Webmaster shall constitute the Board of Directors. 

2. The term of service governing officers shall apply to all members of the Board of Directors. 

3. The Board of Directors shall: 

a. Meet  once a year   quarterly by phone, if feasible,  or  and every other year in person in 

conjunction with the general meeting. 

b. Establish policies that govern all matters that pertain to the business and operation of the EFA and 

approve all programs and projects that advance the purposes of the EFA. 

c. Authorize the expenditure of monies for duly approved projects to further the purposes of EFA. 

4. Authorize and fund a review of the financial records of the Association as deemed appropriate by the 

Board. 

5. A quorum of the Board shall consist of four Board members including at least one officer.  Notice 

Minutes of all Board meetings shall be published in THE ELLER CHRONICLES.  Board meetings 

shall be open to all members of EFA. 

ARTICLE VIII - COMMITTEES 

A committee shall be defined as a group appointed by the President or Board of Directors to accomplish a 

specific goal, such as the “Nominating Committee”. 

Project Coordinators shall be defined as one member appointed by the President or Board of Directors to 

perform a specific task, such as “coordinate the biennial conference”.  A project coordinator may seek the 

advice and help of any other member of the EFA in carrying out an assignment. 

1. The President shall: 

a. Establish such committees as he or the board deem necessary.  He shall assign their mission, and 

limit their size and tenure.  A committee shall be dissolved when its mission has been 

accomplished, or upon the expiration of its designated term. 

b. Appoint project coordinators to coordinate the efforts of many members to accomplish an 

assigned task that might require more than the efforts of a committee. 

ARTICLE IX - AMENDMENTS 

Amendments to the bylaws may be proposed by the Board at a general meeting for approval by the 

membership.  Provisional amendments to the By-Laws may be agreed upon and deemed “in effect” by the 

Board of Directors in an official Board meeting, but they will not be made a permanent amendment until 

voted on by the membership at the next bi-annual EFA Member meeting. 

ARTICLE X - DISSOLUTION 

Upon the dissolution of THE ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION and/or the final completion of its 

business affairs, the remaining assets of the Association shall be distributed to one of   in the following 

manner: 

1. The National Genealogical Society 

1. An organization engaged in research of the Germanic migration to the United States, such as THE 

AUGUSTAN SOCIETY, INC. If possible, the stipulation to use those funds for researching the 

migration of ELLERS to the United States.  Funding for professional research in the Eller Family 

Lines in Germany and surrounding areas relevant to American Eller Family lines to be administered 
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by a committee of at least 2 EFA members. Results to be added to the EFA Archives and Website 

where appropriate.  

2. The upkeep of the ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION ARCHIVES, located at the Rowan County 

Library, Salisbury, North Carolina. 

3. The upkeep of the EFA website:   www.ellerfamilyassociation.com  

4. The upkeep of the Eller Family Project with Family Tree DNA  

             (https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/eller/about ) 

 

 
[Ed. The wording changes in Article X were added at the May 2021 Board meeting.] 
 

Register NOW 
 

 Eller 
 Family 

 Conference 
 

 Hayesville, NC 
 July 14-18 

 
 

Remember to bring your donations for the 

Eller Family Association 

 
Saturday, July 17, 10am-2pm  

http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/
https://www.familytreedna.com/groups/eller/about


Page 11     THE ELLER CHRONICLES              Volume XXXV1, Issue 2 (May 2021) 

  

Conference Registration and Payment 
We need your information and your money NOW to know 

how to plan and pay – see Conference Registration Form 

Jacob Eller line (Roanoke Ellers) DNA 
We are looking for a male descendant of Jacob Eller of the 

Roanoke Ellers who is willing to submit his DNA for the 

Eller Family Project at Family Tree DNA. The EFA will 

pay for the DNA kit and for the DNA test.  

Board Nominations in Advance 
Some nominations have already been made for EFA 
officers and board members, but any member can 

nominate someone. Any nominations made will be 
reviewed by a nomination committee prior to the EFA 

Conference in July and presented to the membership 
at the Member Meeting held at the Conference. 

Nominations from the floor are allowed as well, but 

prior nomination is preferred. Send nominations 
to Ed Eller, Secretary/Treasurer 

(kermiteller38@gmail.com). 
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Who Is George Eller ? 
Submitted by Steve Eller 
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This curve is just a few miles south of the Dillard House in Mountain City, Georgia . . . Steve Eller  

 

Subsequent research determined that this George Eller was the great grandson of Susannah 
“Sukey” Eller (John Jacob Eller line) and can be found in the EFA database at:  
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I6506&tree=JacobJr01 

 

Susannah "Sukey" Eller: B: ABT 1787 in NC. D: FEB 1864 in Rabun County, GA 
            1 Joseph Eller: B: ABT 1803. D: AFT 1884 
                 + Mariah Hedden: B: 1808. D: ABT 1864 
                      2 Joseph Milton Eller: B: SEP 1830. D: AFT 1910 
                          + Margaret Coward: B: 18 AUG 1837. D: AFT 1910 
                              2 George F. Eller: B: OCT 1864. 
                                  + Nancy Jane Giles: B: ABT 187 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I6506&tree=JacobJr01
https://wc.rootsweb.com/trees/113210/I34473/joseph-eller/individual
https://wc.rootsweb.com/trees/113210/I43590/mariah-hedden/individual
https://wc.rootsweb.com/trees/113210/I46602/josephmilton-eller/individual
https://wc.rootsweb.com/trees/113210/I92149/margaret-coward/individual
https://wc.rootsweb.com/trees/113210/I92152/georgef-eller/individual
https://wc.rootsweb.com/trees/113210/I98227/nancyjane-giles/individual
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New Research on George Eller, Jr.’s Family 

Submitted by Harvey Powers 

EFA member Donn Koenig has been doing extensive research on the 
genealogy of the George Eller, Junior line. Donn has completed work 
five of George’s nine children and plans to continue to the remaining 
four. The five completed research materials, totaling more than 1,600 
people, are posted on the Eller Family Association website (see links 
to his research below). 

George Eller, Jr. (1777-1851) is the son of Rev. George Eller (1754-
1808) and his wife Christiana Sanger Yost (1755-1844), Rev George 
Eller was the son of immigrant Christian Eller/Ohler (1724-1804). 

John Eller Research | Wilkerson Eller Research | Harrison Eller Research 
George Washington Eller Research | Betsy Eller Research 

Donn began this research during Covid when he had free time. He says he was pleasantly 

surprised that Ancestry.com had much more primary data than when he previously had 
researched these lines. We should note that Ancestry.com requires a paid membership.  

George Jr. and his wife Polly raised their family in Kentucky and some in the first generation 
moved on to Texas. These two states. Donn says, are great for following family lines using 
state and county records that can go through about 2000.  

In later generations, other lines moved out of Kentucky, mainly to the factory towns and 
farms of Ohio, Indiana and Illinois. Once there, Donn observes, they were much harder to 
follow.  

A good resource, he suggests, is the Find-a-Grave website (free to use) that often includes 
pictures and obituaries, and which can have information on children and grandchildren of 
the deceased as well as parents and siblings.  

In his research, Donn addresses the question of whether George Junior’s daughters Betsy and 
Susan are the same person. His conclusion: they are not.  

There is a Betsy who marries  

He says he cannot find the name Susan Elizabeth anywhere in primary records and believe it 
is a name made by researchers from two different people, Betsy Eller and Susan Osborn.   

Betsy is the first wife of Jonathon Gadberry, born ca 1812, and had 3 children with him and 
then died in the late 1830s. She is found once later as E. Gadberry in the death record of her 
oldest daughter Malvina (married Tarter). 

Susan Osborn is Jonathon's second wife, born ca 1820-24 from the 1840 census, then listed 
as born 1814 in the 1850 census. We find Susan's surname in the death record of Jonathon 
and Susan's son Addison W Gadberry (born Nov 1850 or Nov 1851 and died 30 Nov 1921). 

http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/research/john_eller_2.pdf
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/research/Descendants_Wilkerson_Eller.pdf
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/research/Descendants_Harrison_Eller.pdf
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/research/Descendants_George_Washington_Eller.pdf
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/research/betsy_eller.pdf
https://www.ancestry.com/
https://www.findagrave.com/
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These two have been mixed up and listed in trees in Ancestry enough as Susan Elizabeth so 
that when looking at primary records on one of them Ancestry will point to the other one as 
being a good record to look at for further information. In one instance even Samantha 
Rainwater (Jonathon's third wife by 1860 census) is suggested as a possibility.  

George, Jr. did have a daughter Susan (born 1807) who married Andrew J. Gadberry (born 
1804) in 1826 and raised a family with him, but there is no evidence that she is Susan 
Elisabeth. 

While Donn’s research, in the form of modified registers, is available on the EFA website, our 
webmaster notes that the data has not yet been added to the overall Christian Eller database. 
He has started but because of the large amount of information it will take time.  

[Ed.  In the EFA database:       George Eller Jr.   ] 

Register NOW 
 

Eller 
Family 

Conference 
 

Hayesville, NC 
July 14-18 

 
 

Remember to bring your donations for the 

Eller Family Association 

 
Saturday, July 17, 10am-2pm  

http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I766&tree=christian2
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Eller Descendants Known for Music 

[ Ed. Note:  I happened to find a long video of Lawrence Eller reminiscing with family playing a banjo. 
When I looked into it a bit, I found an entire page in the Digital Library of Georgia with links to music 
from Lawrence and his brother Vaughn  Eller, including the video I had discovered. Silly me saw this 
as something new, but then I discovered an article about them in the 1994 Eller Chronicles. They were 
in the John Jacob Eller line. ]  (the following is reprinted from Aug 1994 Eller Chronicles) 

 

LAWRENCE AND VAUGHN ELLER 

Lawrence and Vaughn7 (Grady,6 Alfred Webb,5 Joseph,4 Susannah,3 Jacob,2 Jr. , Jacob1 Sr.) 

Goin' to Georgia 

The Eller Brothers and Ross Brown 

(originally submitted by EFA member Dorothy Newbold, Ball Ground, GA 30107) 

(From a special insert in one of the LP 546 stereo recording produced by Flyright Records, 18 Endwill 
Road, Bexhill-on-Sea, Sussex, by Art Rosenbaum, 1978.)  

A small road heads north off the highway between Hiawassee and Clayton in the Blue Ridge 
Mountains of northernmost edge of Georgia. Pavement gives way to dirt as you head up into the 
increasingly beautiful country. It is known as "Head of Hightower," as Hightower Creek arises here, 
and the mountain called Hightower Bald dominates the landscape. Lawrence Eller also calls it "the 
garden spot of the world." and there is far more affection than irony in his tone as he considers the 
creek bottom, ridge and mountain country where his family has lived, labored, and made music for 
over four generations. He and his brother Vaughn have lived on the family land in this country all 
their lives with the exception of Lawrence's few stints doing industrial work in the North and 
Vaughn's hitch in the Navy during World War II. Most of the time they survived on subsistence 
farming, keeping bees, and doing work for others in Towns County, clearing land, construction, "work 
rougher than anyone else would do." 

http://dlgmedia1-www.galib.uga.edu/gfc/player/gfc-2085.html
https://dlg.usg.edu/records?f%5Bsubject_facet%5D%5B%5D=Eller+Brothers&only_path=true
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I7899&tree=JacobJr01
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I7900&tree=JacobJr01


Page 18     THE ELLER CHRONICLES              Volume XXXV1, Issue 2 (May 2021) 

Now they live with their wives in houses about a quarter mile apart on the road-, their mother Letha 
Eller, a spry, diminutive woman in her eighties, still able to sing old-fashioned gospel songs to her 

rolling piano accompaniment, stays in a third 
house between them with another of her sons, 
L.P., who can neither hear or speak, but is a fine 
traditional craftsman and chair-maker. Lawrence 
and Vaughn, with their old friend Ross Brown, 
were the main string band, the most called upon 
music makers in the county in the thirties, and 
they have recently been getting a good bit of 
satisfaction in seeing a revived interest in their 
music when they have played at the Georgia 
Mountain Fair in the county seat of Hiawassee, 
and at the Georgia Grassroot Festival in Atlanta. 
Their rough, honest, and intensely emotional 
mountain music can cut like a Barlow knife 
through audiences dulled by the shallowness of 
the ubiquitous Nashville groups and the 
pyrotechnics of the young bluegrassers. 

Having felt that time and musical tastes have passed them by, they are vindicated by the recent 
successes that most animate their musical expression, but rather the wellspring of the music of their 
formative years, memories of their mother singing old love songs and ballads at the spinning wheel, 
of the lonesome sound of their grandfather's fife or song bow, and of the music they themselves 
learned and played during their courting years. Recently Lawrence was looking up past the near 
ridges and up toward the peak of Hightower Bald. "Used to be full of houses there. I could take you 
up there, show you rock chimneys yet. And every Easter Sunday, back yander when I commenced to 
pickin' the banjo, we'd go to the bald fields up there, a bunch of us, and they'd run a reel in that old 
field. And the whole field would be covered up, with young people. I'd pick the banjer and Vaugn'd 
play guitar, and they'd run a reel in that old field. That was in our best days." 

The Eller family settled in Towns County before the Civil War, having come down from Buncombe 
County, North Carolina. Family tradition recalls a hard simple life of clearing the land, building log 
houses, ploughing steers and raising corn on the hillsides which was hauled off in the old-fashioned 
sleds of a kind that Lawrence can still make. There was little enthusiasm for the Confederate cause 
in the mountain areas of Georgia during the Civil War, and Lawrence and Vaughn's grandfather, 
Uncle Alf Eller, hid out from conscription by the rebel cavalry in the brush along Hall Creek. Vaughn 
still treasurers his grandfather's Civil War fife and can sing some verses to an old song, a variant of 
"Fare You Well My Darling," that Uncle Alf played on it: 

See how she rings her lily- white hands and mournfully does cry, 
He's going to the army and in the war he'll die. 

Uncle Alf (Alfred Webb Eller) lived until 1934 and was a strong musical influence on Vaughn, 
especially, who lived with him for a time: "Barbara Allen" was one of the old ballads Vaughn 
remembers his grandfather singing. 

Grady Eller, Lawrence and Vaughn's father, died in 1975 at the age of eighty. Having passed on to his 
sons the traditional arts of log construction, shingle making, and other skills necessary to make do in 
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an age of self- sufficiency. He was also a fine old time singer; played the organ for family gatherings, 
he also taught Vaughn how to fashion and play the mouth bow, or "song bow." His wife, Laethe, 
taught her sons several of the old songs and ballads, and gave them a sense of exuberance of 
mountain music. She still remembers a certain neighbor who would often ride back up the road from 
town, pretty well drunk, at midnight, stop and wake her up, and ask her to play "Little Brown Jug" on 
the organ. "And he'd dance'er," recalls Vaughn. 

Lawrence Eller was born in 1916, Vaughn in 1918, into a large family: Grady 
and Leatha raised six children. There was more hardwork than schooling in 
their childhood but this was relieved by family and neighborhood 
gatherings at which music played an important part. "People back then 
used to visit each other more than they do now." Lawrence remembers. 
"The'd come in, and there'd be a houseful. They'd set and tell jokes.. they'd 
sing. I've heard my mother's brothers coming out there, and they'd sing, 
most of the night, them old songs." 

In this musical atmosphere it was not surprising that the boys took up 
music-making at an early age. Lawrence began playing the banjo at about 
eight or nine. "I got ahold of one, had an old catskin head on it, a home-

made banjo, didn't have no frets, but I could note hit, make it say the words plainer than this one 
here." Lawrence told me, between picking some tunes on the beautiful Bacon banjo that he had been 
playing for the past thirty years. Lawrence learned most of what he knows on the banjo from a man 
named Will Ogles who had moved into Towns from Fontana, North Carolina. Ogles was a chair-maker 
by trade, and word had it that he had been in some kind of trouble in his home state. He sang many 
of the old songs associated with the rowdy mountain banjo pickers. "Ground Hog," "Poor Ellen 
Smith," and others, and played in the typical thumb and finger style of Western North Carolina, with 
the index picking out the lead notes and then brushing up on one or two strings with his index, and 
sounding the fifth string with the thumb on the off-beat. Lawrence remembers that Ogles double-
noted, that is brought the thumb over to the inside strings for additional notes, but Lawrence never 
incorporated this technique into his style. He did develop a serviceable and distinctive personal 
approach with an emphasis on melody and embellished by chokes, slides, and work up the neck. 

Lawrence Eller (1916-1988)  
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Eller Descendant in The News 
Submitted by Steve Eller 

Cale Whitworth’s mom and dad are Johnny and Vickie Whitworth. Johnny's grandfather was Jesse 
E. Eller. Jesse was a brother to John Ranzey Eller, both sons of Hardy Washington Eller (interred at 
the Old Smyrna Cemetery).  Jesse E. Eller is in the EFA database at: 
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I5825&tree=JacobJr01  

 
  

 

http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I5825&tree=JacobJr01
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John Jacob Eller Book Update 
by Steve Eller 

The Eller Family Association is working to update the book 
“John Jacob Eller and His Descendants” that was published in 
1998 and co-authored by J. Gerald Eller, Edward K. Eller and 
Janine Eller Porter. Contact Steve Eller (ellerpop1@yahoo.com) 
with anything relevant to the effort (706-318-7826). 

We are close to 22,000 total folks. I believe Ed told me the 1998 
version had around 16,000. We have updated                                                
approximately 11,000 - 14,000 existing files. I have talked with 
Ed, Dan and Harvey about the digital file storage,                                               
backups and how what format we may want to present to a publisher. I estimate 
another 16-24 months until we are ready to publish. Of course, this time frame 
depends on how much response I get to information requests.  

Related information:   

Old Smyrna Cemetery: I was 
hoping to have the cemetery in 
good shape and be able to take 
folks in to visit. The road has gotten 
in really, really bad shape. The 
Towns County Commissioner (who 
is an Eller Descendant) keeps 
telling me that he will get in there 
and try to fix the bad spots. The US 
Forest Service usually helps with 
the upkeep but not this time. 

The headstones I ordered are 
ready, we just can't get in there to 
set them. 

[Ed. Steve says that the TC Road 
Dept. called him and are going to 
rent a dozer to help get the road in 
better shape. Assuming that gets 
done in time, Steve plans to make a 
trip to Old Smyrna Cemetery on 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday Evenings (depending on how many want to go).] 

mailto:ellerpop1@yahoo.com
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Marion Robert Eller Book Reprint:        This book was compiled by Eller Folks in Gastonia, 
NC. The EFA had it recopied with a new cover and introduction sheet. A copy was 
placed in the Towns County, Georgia and Clay County, NC libraries. 

 
Tallulah Mountain United Baptist Church Meeting Minutes: This project is in its final 
stages. I have gotten a lot of help from Jerry Taylor, Jerry Kendall and Gazette 
Morgan. There were 183 names mentioned in these minutes. The minutes start 
when the church was established (1893) and go to 1918. I have created an individual 
member guide where as you read the minutes and see a name, you can turn to the 
guide and see family info and burial info on that person. I also have a dismissal letter 
from a member wanting to join another church. The person that sent me that letter 
is an Eller descendant who lives in Virginia. At the end is some information on Old 
Smyrna Church and some pics. I hope to have this project to print soon. I am waiting 
on one person to complete a review of the document.  

My goal is to have them printed and available for sale at the July conference and use 
proceeds to help support Tate City and Old Smyrna Cemeteries.  

The following is a sneak peek – Steve Eller 
 

Mountain Tallulah United Baptist Church 
Tate City, Towns County, Georgia 

Introduction 
Compiled 

By 
William Steve Eller 

 
Meeting Minutes – September 1893 thru April 1910. 

 
These minutes describe what took place as people from different Baptist churches 
met to form a new church. Members of the Dewy Shook family think this was the 
church in Tate City that used the River School as a meeting place. I am told that this 
structure burnt down in the early 1920’s. I believe the Tate City Community Center 
now stands where the old school house once stood. This new church petitioned 
elders from Smyrna Church to help constitute them into a church. Old Smyrna 
Church and Pleasant Hill Church deacons were asked to attend the ordination of their 
newly elected deacons. The reason for the new church was described in the minutes 
as a necessity to perpetrate union and maintain correspondence within the local 
district. I have no idea what really was going on during this time. Gazette Shook 
Morgan introduced me to these meeting minutes in 2019. After reviewing the 
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minutes and seeing so many familiar names, I thought it would be great to know 
more about the church and it’s listed members. My hope is that others may have a 
glimpse of this time period and learn more about their ancestor’s daily lives.  

Smyrna Church and Pleasant Hill seem to be the only churches in the area when 
Mountain Tallulah was being formed. Smyrna Church sat on the left (going east from 
Hiawassee) just off present-day Charlie’s Creek Road right before you get to the 
Charlie’s creek crossing. Flat Branch runs into Charlie’s Creek close to where the 
church sat. Pleasant Hill Church was located farther south and across the road from 
where Mt. Pleasant Church of God now sits. As you read the minutes, you will notice 
that the church met once a month for two days. These days were usually the first 
Saturday and Sabbath of the month unless the congregation voted otherwise. There 
are several reasons for meeting once a month in these mountain areas. Sometimes a 
preacher or moderator had more than one congregation and had to split time with 
different churches. Time of year, weather and crops also played a big part in this 
practice. There are several meetings’ minutes missing. These could have been 
damaged or lost. We have identified several times where the weather was so bad the 
church didn’t meet for several months. Later in the minutes another church was 
mentioned. Around 1910 a church was invited to help ordain deacons. The minutes 
noted it as the Orchard Church. 

I surely hope no descendant will be offended by what is written in these minutes. It 
was a way of life back then and most every member abided by the decisions of the 
church body. The publications of these minutes are not meant to ridicule any person 
or family. 

The minutes were printed exactly as they were presented to me. Some words were 
not spelled correctly and the grammar lends itself to the area and time period. We 
have spent countless hours on researching this information. I’m sure that there are 
still errors in this document. I will continue to update information as it is made 
available to me. Research is continually being conducted and any new findings will be 
added to this document. Please contact me if you have any information or 
corrections to submit. 

Thanks to Jerry Taylor, Jerry Kendall and Gazette Morgan for their help in gathering 
and reviewing this information. I also lift up the name of Jesus as he gave me the 
ability and strength to complete this project. 

This document is dedicated to the descendants of the families listed in the meeting 
minutes. This mountain community, like many others in our nation, was remote and 
hard to travel to. These mountain folks had to overcome many hardships. Their 
strength, durability and dedication to God are something to be proud of.  
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Alternative Lodging for EFA Conference 
All of the 2021 Eller Family Conference meetings will be held at the Nadine Johnson 
Retreat House common areas at The Hinton Center in Hayesville, NC (across Lake 
Chatuge from Hiawassee, Ga).  However, the Johnson Retreat House lodging has been 
fully booked for the conference. Please see below for alternative lodging.  

Hiawassee does have a Holiday Inn Express (11 miles from Hinton Center). The next 
closest Town with a major chain hotel is Murphy, N.C. which also has a Holiday Inn 
Express and a Hampton Inn. Murphy is about 17 miles from the Hinton Center. There 
are numerous camp grounds in the area that are on the lake with nice views. The 
Hinton Center also has several camping spots...call for availability and pricing (828-
389-8336). 

A list of local restaurants and places of interest will be handed out at check in.  

Current price will increase...call for July (In Season) pricing. 
 

Steve Eller 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Deerfield Inn 
40 Chatuge Lane 
Hayesville, N.C.  28904 
828-389-8272 
3 Miles from Hinton 
Call for price 
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Lake Chatuge Lodge 
653 Hwy 76 
Hiawassee, Ga.  30546 
800-613-4349 
9 MIles from Hinton 
Current price:   $94 

Ridges Resort 
3499 Hwy 76 
Hiawassee, Ga.  30546 
706-896-2262 
8 Miles from Hinton 
Call for price 

Chatuge Mountain Inn 
4238 Hwy 64 E 
Hayesville, N.C.  28904 
828-389-3000 
3 Miles from Hinton 
Current price:   $91 
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2021 Eller Family Conference 

The Hinton Center 
Hayesville, North Carolina 

July 14-18 ,2021 

At the Hinton Center ( www.hintoncenter.org ),  the Nadine Johnson Retreat House has 15 
bedrooms, each with a queen bed and private bath. It has a large communal kitchen and 
living room on the main floor, and a large meeting space on the lower floor. It is a 3-story 
building with stairs between and external access to both the main and lower floors. 

[ SPECIAL NOTE:  Booking of rooms for the Nadine Johnson Retreat House will be done 
directly through Steve Eller ( ellerpop1@yahoo.com 706-318-7826). 

 

Nadine Johnson Retreat House 

COVID 

 
Encouraged 

https://www.hintoncenter.org/
http://www.hintoncenter.org/
mailto:ellerpop1@yahoo.com
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https://www.hintoncenter.org/accommodations/lodging/ 
 

https://www.hintoncenter.org/accommodations/lodging/
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ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE 

JULY 14 - JULY 18 2021 

HINTON RURAL LIFE CENTER 

2030 HINTON CENTER ROAD 

HAYESVILLE, NC 28904 

828-389-8336 

REGISTRATION FORM: 
**Please include names of all attendees** 

Name(s): _________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________ 

E-mail: _________________________________________________________________          

Conference Activity Fees     Cost per Person x How many      Total 

Wednesday July 14 

Conference Registration Fee   $ 5.00 x ________  ________ 

(register after 12 noon in Conference Room)   ($ 10.00 max per family) 

Friday July 16 

Tour Transportation Fee  $ 11.00 x ________  ________ 

[9am van tour to Head of Tennessee Baptist Church cemetery in Dillard, GA, lunch on your 

own at Dillard House, then to Helen, GA (Bavarian town) - back to Hinton by 5pm] 

Saturday July 17 

 Dinner at 7pm (Group Banquet) 

  Adults    $ 28.00  x ________  ________ 

  Children (4-12)  $ 15.00  x ________  ________ 

      Total Due:   ________ 

Make Checks payable to: Eller Family Association 

And mail to:  Ed Eller 1124 Ridgeleigh Circle Dalton Georgia 30720 

Any questions, please call (706-217-7314) or E-mail: kermiteller38@gmail.com  

Room registrations through: Steve Eller 706-318-7826  ellerpop1@yahoo.com 

Steve will issue a room number 

 Room Number ______   @ $ 70.00/night x ________ nights ________ 

 Room Number ______   @ $ 70.00/night x ________ nights ________ 

Checks payable and mailed to same as above.  Room Total Due:  ________ 

If combined:       Grand Total Due:  ________ 

mailto:kermiteller38@gmail.com
mailto:ellerpop1@yahoo.com
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Eller Family Conference Agenda 

Wednesday July 14 

After 12noon Registration in Conference Room  (4. Johnson House) 

Dinner Time On your own  (Steve Eller may be visiting Old Smyrna Cemetery) 

Thursday July 15 

9:00 AM Welcome (Ed Eller & Lauren Liggett)  (4. Johnson House) 

Introduction to Western NC and North East Georgia by Steve Eller. 

10:00 AM Business Meeting    (4. Johnson House). 

11:00 AM Break for lunch 

(since we are not close to town and will have to find lunch venues, we have scheduled two 

hours for lunch) 

1:00 PM The James B. Goddard story by Jerry Taylor (Moore Hall – 12. Dining Room) 

After Jerry speaks, our Business meeting will resume and have our election of officers. 

3:00 PM Meet and Greet    (4. Johnson House) 

Open updates/genealogy. Harvey, Steve, Dan and anyone else wanting to talk 

4:30 PM Board of Directors meeting    (4. Johnson House) 

Dinner  Time On your own  (Steve Eller may be visiting Old Smyrna Cemetery) 

Friday July 16     Meet at  4. Johnson House 

9:00 AM Van tour to Head of Tennessee Baptist Church cemetery Dillard, Georgia. 

11:30 AM Lunch at the Dillard House (on your own) 

After Lunch Travel to Helen, Georgia (a Bavarian Town)     [ back to Hinton by 5:00 PM ] 

Dinner  Time On your own  (Steve Eller may be visiting Old Smyrna Cemetery) 

Saturday July 17       (Moore Hall – 12. Dining Room) 

9:00 AM Book update station – Steve Eller will have a computer set up to add Eller 

Family Descendants to the John Jacob Eller Book 

(Designed for local folks who may not get to come any other time) 

EFA Website Database – Harvey Powers will also have a computer and be 

available to add or correct any information on the EFA Website Database  

10am-2pm Silent Auction ( No bidding after 2:00PM)  (Moore Hall – 12. Dining Room) 

Lunch  On your own 

5:00 PM Pictures of all groups in the Banquet Hall (Moore Hall – 12. Dining Room) 

7:00 PM Dinner  (Group Banquet)   (Moore Hall – 12. Dining Room) 

Sunday July 18 Say our goodbye’s 

NOTE: Some of us are going to arrive Monday the 12th or Tuesday the 13th. If you want to come in 

early, make that reservation and payment directly to the Hinton Center (828-389-8336). The cost is 

$45.00 per night paid to the Hinton center. Mention the number of your room and you will be 

assigned the same room you will have for the Conference and you will not have to move. 
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Directions to the Hinton Rural Life Center  
2330 Hinton Center Road PO Box 27 Hayesville, NC. 28904 - (828) 389-8336 

From the North (Asheville, Waynesville/Lake Junaluska):  
[Travel time from Waynesville/Lake Junaluska is about 1 1/2 hours]  
* Follow I-40 (East or West) to exit 27(signs will indicate 74W, to 19, to 23, and to Waynesville)  
* Follow US 23 South/74 West towards Waynesville (stay in left two lanes)  
* Continue on through the Waynesville exits (you will pass a rest area on your left) and Sylva exits  
* Take exit 81 (sign will indicate Dillsboro, Franklin, Atlanta) and follow 23 South (also 441S and 64W)  
* Go through stop light in Dillsboro and continue 16 miles to Franklin (you’ll pass “Gold City” on right)  
* In Franklin you will go through 4 stop lights, but do not leave highway; the road will become US 64 West in 
Franklin  
* Follow US 64 West over the mountains (about 32 miles) towards Hayesville  
* Turn left at Hinton Center Road (If you pass through a stop light, you have missed Hinton Center Road –  
watch for large Hinton Center sign on the left)  
* Go straight at the stop sign (Oak Forest UMC on right); road ends in Hinton’s parking lot  

From the South (Atlanta, Hartsfield International Airport):  
[Travel time from airport 2 1/2 to 3 hours depending on traffic]  
* Follow I-75 North through downtown (or follow 285 around Atlanta and take exit 14 onto I-75 N)  
* Go about 9.5 miles and take exit #268 onto I-575 North towards Canton and Woodstock  
* Follow I-575 through Marietta, Woodstock, and Canton  
* I-575 will turn into GA 515 North (Zell Miller Mountain Parkway)  
* Follow 515N through Jasper, Ellijay, Blue Ridge, Blairsville, and Young Harris (there are no turns during this 
time)  
* About 3.3 miles past Young Harris, turn left at the first light (GA 17/515)  
* Go 4.5 miles (you will cross the NC state line and the road becomes NC 69) and turn right at the first stop 
light, which  
is US 64 E bypass  
* Go about 1 more mile (you will pass through another stop light and over a bridge)  
* At the 3rd street on the right past the bridge, turn right onto Hinton Center Road  
(watch for large Hinton Center sign on right)  
* Go straight at the stop sign (Oak Forest UMC on right); road ends in Hinton’s parking lot  

From Chattanooga:  
[Travel time from Chattanooga is about 2 hours]  
* Follow I-75 North to the Highway 64 Bypass just south of Cleveland  
* Follow 64 Bypass around Cleveland and take 64 East as it exits toward Ocoee and Copperhill, TN (you’ll go 
through the Ocoee River gorge)  
* Continue on 64E to Murphy, NC  
* Turn right at second stop light in Murphy just across bridge and follow 64 East toward Hayesville  
* Go about 14 miles to the first traffic light in Hayesville (do not turn at Hayesville Business sign)  
* Continue straight at the stop light for about one more mile (through another stop light, over bridge)  
* At the 3rd street on the right past the bridge, turn right onto Hinton Center Road (watch for large Hinton  
Center sign on right)  
* Go straight through the stop sign (Oak Forest UMC on right); road ends in Hinton’s parking lot  

From Western SC (Anderson area):  
[Travel time from Anderson is about 2 hours]  
* Follow US 76 west through Clemson, Seneca, Westminster, and Clayton to Hiawassee, GA  
* Turn right onto GA 75 at traffic light at McDonald’s in Hiawassee  
* Follow that road about 9 miles (it becomes NC175), turning left just over a bridge as indicated, toward US 64  
* At US 64, turn left toward Hayesville  
* After another 2-3 miles, turn left at Hinton Center Road (If you pass through a stop light, you have missed  
Hinton Center Road – watch for large Hinton Center sign on the left)  
* Go straight at the stop sign (Oak Forest UMC on right); road ends in Hinton’s parking lot. 
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Obituaries 
We’ve included Eller obituaries in the Chronicles for many years. We’ve now added them to 
our website as well. Please let both the Chronicles editor and the webmaster know of the 
passing of any of our Eller cousins. If possible, let us know how they fit into our genealogy 
and give us a link to their online obituary.  

James C. Shook, Sr.   1940-2021  

James C. Shook, age 81 of Blairsville, GA passed away Monday, April 5th, 2021. 
James was born Thursday, February 15th, 1940 to the late Mr. Howard and 
Ella Garrett Shook. James was a natural born cowboy and farmer. He joined 
the Air Force in 1956. It was during this time when James was stationed at 
Hamilton Field AFB, north of San Francisco, that he met his wife. 

James was an Eller Descendant going back to Joseph and Mariah Hedden Eller through their 
daughter Malinda Catherine.  

[ Obituary | James Shook in the EFA database ] 

Charlotte Bandy Eller   1924-2021  

Charlotte Gertrude Bandy Eller, 96, of King George, Virginia, passed away 
after a brief illness on Saturday, March 13, 2021. Charlotte was born in 
Hawkins, Tennessee and moved to Virginia as a small child with her family. 
She was the daughter of William McKinley Bandy and Gertrude Ann Nave 
Bandy and the widow of Floyd McKinley Eller.  

Floyd's parents were Harve Penland Eller and Margaret Maney. Harve and Margaret were 
both John Jacob Eller Descendants, both going back to Susannah "Sukey" Eller through her 
son Joseph. 

[ Obituary | Charlotte Band in the EFA Database ] 

Roger Eugene Eller   1945-2021  

Roger Eugene Eller age 75, passed away on Friday, April 16, 2021 at the 
Franklin Woods Community Hospital in Johnson City, TN. Roger was born in 
Chilhowie, VA on May 2, 1944. He was a proud veteran of the U.S. Army.  

Roger is preceded in death by his parents William & Ora Inez Testerman Eller. 
He is survived by his son Roger Lee Eller & wife Sonya; and daughter Leslie Eller & Mark. 

[ Obituary ] 

http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/newfeature17.php
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/newfeature17.php
mailto:danliggett@gmail.com
mailto:harv@harveypowers.com
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/showmedia.php?mediaID=5476&medialinkID=5423
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I10047&tree=JacobJr01
https://welchfuneralhomeva.com/book-of-memories/4562093/Eller-Charlotte/index.php
http://ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I8811&tree=JacobJr01
https://www.bradleysfh.com/obituary/roger-eugene-eller
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Kyle Zon Moss   1947-2021  

Kyle Zon Moss, age 73, of Blairsville, passed away at home on Monday 
evening, April 12th, 2021. Mr. Moss was born in Hiawassee, Georgia, a son 
of Carl and Zelpha Gribble Moss. He had worked at MOOG as a machinist, 
and had attended Mountain Grace Baptist Church in Hayesville, North 
Carolina. 

Kyle goes back to Susannah "Sukey" Eller through her son Joseph. 

[ Obituary | Kyle Zon Moss in the EFA database ] 

Don Woodard   1933-2021  

Edward Donald Woodard, 87, of Hayesville passed away Sunday, March 7, 
2021 at his residence. He was a native and lifetime resident of Clay County. 
He served in the United States Army and was a veteran of the Korean War. 
Donald owned and operated Woodard’s Grocery for over 20 years. In 
addition to the store, Don owned Don’s Auto Sales for many years. 

[ Obituary | Edward Donald Woodard in the EFA Database ] 

Catherine "Cathy" Midkiff Eller   1949-2021  

Catherine Midkiff Eller age 71 of Toccoa passed away Saturday April 17, 2021 
at Northeast Georgia Medical Center. She was born August 30, 1949 in 
Leesville, Louisiana having lived most of her life in Toccoa. She was employed 
with Coats and Clark for a number of years. 

Cathy was the wife of Billy Eller. Billy was the son of Milas Boyd and Bertha 
Ree Rodgers. Milas Boyd was the son of Harve Penland and Margaret Caroline Maney Eller. 

[ Obituary | Cathy Midkiff Eller in the EFA database ] 

Roy Underwood   1931-2021  
Roy Underwood, Jr. age 90 of Hiawassee passed away on Sunday April 11th, 
2021. Mr. Underwood was born on February 10th, 1931 in Hiawassee to the 
late Bonnie (Allen) and Roy Underwood, Sr. Roy was a lifelong resident of 
Towns County and a member of the Upper Bell Creek House of Prayer. 

Roy goes back to Susannah "Sukey" Eller through her son Jacob. Roy is the 
great great grandson of Hardy Washington Eller 

[ Obituary | Roy Underwood in the EFA database ] 

  

http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/n
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I9749&tree=JacobJr01
http://ellerfamilyassociation.com/showmedia.php?mediaID=5429&medialinkID=5362
http://ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I17310&tree=JacobJr01
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/showmedia.php?mediaID=5485&medialinkID=5433
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I17382&tree=JacobJr01
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/showmedia.php?mediaID=5506&medialinkID=5456
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I17437&tree=JacobJr01
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Lisa Lynn Duffie McBride   1968-2021 

Lisa Lynn Duffie McBride, 53, passed away Wednesday, March 11th, 2021, at Spartanburg 
Regional Medical Center. Mrs. McBride worked at Department of Social Services. 

Lisa's parents were Frank and Mildred Patterson Duffie and her grand-parents were Everette 
and Ida Eller Patterson. Lisa goes back to Susannah "Sukey" Eller through her son Joseph. Ida 
Eller's father was Samuel Fairson Eller and her grandfather was Joseph Milton Eller. 

[ Obituary | Lisa Lynn Duffie NcBride in the EFA database ] 

Clara Eller Krebbs   1944-2021  

Clara Catherine Krebbs of Blomington, Indiana, born January 12, 1944 passed 
away peacefully on March 14, 2021 at 338am in her home surrounded by 
loved ones. She is the daughter of Clarence and Ruby (Mitchell) Eller. 

Clara attended Bloomington High School, and worked many jobs, RCA, Food 
Mark, fast food, Plastic Co, Homemaker, Cub Scouts and Brownie troop leader 
plus many other titles. Survivors include her husband of 61 years John C 
Krebbs Jr. 

[ Obituary ] 

Frances Lee Floyd   1940-2021  

Frances Lee Floyd, age 80 of Hiawassee, Georgia, passed away on February 
16, 2021. She was born on September 15, 1940 to the late Mr. and Mrs. 
Woodrow and Ada (Parton) Hogsed in Hiawassee where she has resided her 
entire life. Frances was of the Baptist faith and the loving mother of five 
children. 

Frances's parents were Ernest and Hattie Arrowood Parton. Her grandparents were James 
M. and Cindi Hooper Arrowood. Lucinda H. "Cindy" Hooper was Joseph and Mariah Hedden's 
granddaughter. Joseph was the son of Susannah "Sukey" Eller. 

[ Obituary | Frances Floyd in the EFA Database ] 

Samuel "SD" Dixon Eller   1936-2021  

Samuel “S.D.” Eller, Jr., age 84 of Ferguson passed away Sunday, March 14, 
2021 at Wake Forest Baptist-Wilkes Medical Center. Mr. Eller was born 
August 3, 1936 in Iredell County to Samuel Dixon Eller, Sr. and Golda Harris 
Eller.  He served in the United States Army during the Korean Conflict.  After 
retiring from Lowe’s Foods, he owned and operated Eller’s store in Ferguson 
for 39 years.  

He is a descendant of George Michael Eller thru Henry Cleveland Eller. 

[ Obituary | S.D. Eller in the EFA database ] 

http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/showmedia.php?mediaID=5502&medialinkID=5452
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I17425&tree=JacobJr01
https://www.allencares.com/obituaries/Clara-Krebbs/#!/Obituary
http://ellerfamilyassociation.com/showmedia.php?mediaID=5428&medialinkID=5361
http://ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I10395&tree=JacobJr01
http://ellerfamilyassociation.com/showmedia.php?mediaID=5457&medialinkID=5404
http://ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I4869&tree=GeorgeMichael01
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Nancy Elizabeth Boman Eller   1945-2021  

Nancy Elizabeth Boman Eller, 75, of Lenoirn, NC, passed away on Monday, 
April 19, 2021 at her residence. Mrs. Eller was born in Glynn County, Georgia 
on July 31, 1945 to the late Roy Boman and Helen Ellison Boman. 

Those left to cherish her memory include her beloved husband of 57 years, 
Marvin Eller.  

[ Obituary ] 

Elizabeth "Betty" Eller   1942-2021  

Elizabeth (Cavanagh) Eller, “Betty”, age 79, of West Grove, PA, formerly of 
Folcroft, PA, died suddenly on Sunday, March 28, 2021 at Paoli Hospital.  Born 
in Philadelphia, PA. 

Survivors include her loving husband of 58 years, John M. Eller (Past Chief, 
Brookhaven Police Department), a son John J. (Maureen) Eller; and 
daughters: Maureen (Michael) Atkinson, Betsy Eller and Trish (Tim Crowe) 
Eller. 

[ Obituary ] 

Janice Wells Eller   1942-2021  

Janice Priscilla (Wells) Eller, age 78, of Fortson, Georgia passed away on 
Sunday, February 21, 2021. Janice was born October 20, 1942 in Columbus, 
Georgia. The daughter of Robert H. Wells and Sybil L. Wells. Janice was raised 
in Buena Vista, GA, where she attended Marion County High School before 
moving to Columbus, where she graduated from Jordan High School.  

She was married to Sherman Eugene Eller Sr. on Sept 10, 1960 in Columbus GA. Janice was a 
military wife and eventually settled in Niceville, FL where she raised her family. Janice spent 
many years coaching softball, being a little league team mom, and girl scouts/cub scouts den 
mother.  

[ Obituary ] 

Utah McCoy Eller   1949-2021  

Utah McCoy Eller, 71, husband of Helen May Eller, passed away Thursday, 
February 04, 2021, at Prisma Health Oconee Memorial Hospital, in Seneca, 
SC. He was a native of Clayton, Georgia, and was the son of the late Willie 
and Mary Ramey Eller. 

Utah Eller goes back to Joseph and Maria Hedden Eller through their son 
Humphrey Posey Eller. Joseph was the son of Susannah "Sukey" Eller. 

[ Obituary | Utah Eller in the EFA Database ] 

https://obits.newsherald.com/obituaries/newsherald/obituary.aspx?n=nancy-elizabeth-boman-eller&pid=198399728&fhid=11392
https://msbfh.com/tribute/details/1875/Elizabeth-Eller/obituary.html
https://obits.nwfdailynews.com/obituaries/nwfdailynews/obituary.aspx?n=janice-eller&pid=197836613&fhid=5117
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/showmedia.php?mediaID=5420&medialinkID=5349
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/getperson.php?personID=I17293&tree=JacobJr01
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On The Lighter Side 

Humor Only Genealogists Can Appreciate (Tree and Roots) 

I looked into my family tree and found out I was a sap. 

My family tree is a few branches short! 

Shake your family tree and watch the nuts fall! 

A family tree can wither if nobody tends its roots. 

Am I the only person up my tree...sure seems like it! 

Any family tree produces some lemons, some nuts and a few bad apples... 

Many a family tree needs pruning! 

Most of my family roots are underground. 

Trees without roots fall over. 

My roots only go down so far, but my branches spread forever! 

May your family tree grow happy branches! 

Still trying to decorate my family tree. 

There is strength in our roots. 

Cousins marrying cousins: A non-branching family tree. 

I researched my family tree...and apparently, I don't exist! 

The fellow who leans on his family tree may never get out of the woods. 

Genealogists are like monkeys, always in the trees. 

Am I in the right family tree? 

I'm stuck in my family tree, and I can't get down. 

Many a family tree needs trimming. 

My family tree needs more wood and less sap. 

A family tree can wither if nobody tends its roots. 

A great many family trees were started by grafting. 

I reach out to touch all branches in my lineages. 

I shook my family tree; a bunch of nuts fell out. 

I'm digging my family tree up by the roots! 

My family tree died in the last drought. 

Don't sit under the family tree with anyone else but me!  
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Eller Books on Sale 

A limited number of a definitive book on Eller genealogy, George Michael Eller and 

Descendants of His in America (1995 reprint of the 1957 edition), written by James W. Hook 

is still available for sale from the EFA. Make your check or money order for $25 US to Eller 

Family Association. Order from Ed Eller (address below):    kermiteller38@gmail.com 

    

  

 

 

 

Eller Cookbooks Available 
An Eller Cookbook was commissioned by the EFA in 2011. Copies 

are still available for $10, postage paid, also from Ed Eller (address 

above): kermiteller38@gmail.com. 

My Eller Cousins Available 
A new George Michael Eller line book by Loveta Schweers focuses 

primarily on his Ashe County, NC descendants through his son, 

Peter Lenn Eller. For those interested in purchasing a copy, the cost 

of the CD will be $30.00 postpaid.  A personal check can be sent to  

Loveta Schweers, 425 Pinehurst Avenue, Salisbury, MD  21801. 

If you have any questions, Loveta can be reached by email at Loveta@comcast.net. 

Her book can also be found on the EFA Website:   My Eller Cousins 

Ed Eller 

Eller Family Association 

1124 Ridgeleigh Circle 

Dalton, GA  30720 

mailto:kermiteller38@gmail.com
mailto:kermiteller38@gmail.com
mailto:Loveta@comcast.net
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/books/Cousins-Book.pdf
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Sales Tax only applicable if you are purchasing from Texas. 
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Register Now As An EFA Member on the Eller Website 

A special section on the Eller Family Association website (www.ellerfamilyassociation.com) 

is just for EFA members and will allow access to the current year’s Chronicles, our 

membership list and other members-only features. But, to ensure that it’s open only to EFA 

members, you need to register. This is important, especially for members who receive their 

edition of the Chronicles by e-mail. You can go to the website and look for the login link near 

the top left of the page (in the brown stripe). Then click on “Don't have a login? Register for a 

New User Account.” near the bottom of the popup box. Or you can click on this address: 

http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/newacctform.php 

 

ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

The purpose of the Eller Family Association is to draw all Ellers, regardless of their particular family 

line, and allied families into a cooperative effort.  We owe to the present generation and those of the 

future, this effort to come together, explore and record our common roots and heritage. 

The Eller Family Association has already demonstrated that this approach is the quickest and most 

efficient mechanism for sharing family history and genealogical information.   

The Mission Statement is that the Eller Family Association exists to assist all Eller and associated 

family lines worldwide to: 

 Discover and preserve our historical past 

 Report current events and ongoing contributions 

 Develop and expand current family ties 

 Provide ongoing biennial meetings to summarize accomplishments 

 Socialize and provide inspired direction as we focus on the future. 

A quarterly newsletter, The Eller Chronicles, is published and sent to each member in February, May, 

August and November.  Information on all Ellers in the United States and Europe, from the 17th century 

to the current time is being gathered and made available. 

To join the Association, please fill out the following information (to the extent known) and send with 

check for $25 for an annual membership, or $250 for a lifetime membership, payable to the Eller 

Family Association to:  

Ed Eller 

    Eller Family Association 

    1124 Ridgeleigh Circle 

                       Dalton, GA  30720 
 

Gift memberships are now available also.  Give the gift of family.  
 

Give a new one-year membership for $20 

Give a lifetime membership for $200 

 Give 2 new memberships for $35 

Give 3 or more new memberships at a rate of $15 each 

 

http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/newacctform.php
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Remember…please enclose your $25 membership fee 

along with your application for membership. 

Eller Family Association 
c/o Ed Eller 
1124 Ridgeleigh Cr 
Dalton, GA  30720 
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Remember…please enclose the total membership fees 

along with the applications for membership. 

Eller Family Association 
c/o Ed Eller 
1124 Ridgeleigh Cr 
Dalton, GA  30720 

GIFT 
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EFA ORGANIZATION 

 

 
 

President: Lauren Liggett 2619 Heathergold Drive (281) 578-8141  

   Houston, TX 77084 missliggy@yahoo.com 

 

Vice President:  Anna Marie Bliss  4217 East Carmel Ave (480) 396-3364 

     Mesa, AZ  85206  ajbliss3343@yahoo.com  

 

Secretary/Treasurer: secretary@ellerfamilyassociation.com 

Edward K. Eller 1124 Ridgeleigh Circle (706) 278-1516 

     Dalton, GA 30720 kermiteller38@gmail.com 

   

Directors: Jerry Kendall 1700 Kendall Rd.  (706) 970-0244 

   Young Harris, GA 30582 jerrykendall_2000@yahoo.com  

 

 David G. Eller      PO Box 572216  (713) 952-9400 

   Houston, TX 77257-2216 davideller@msn.com  
  

   Christine Walker 695 Old NC Highway 268 (336) 921-3430 

     Wilkesboro, NC 28697    

  
   Emily Cook 1887 Slater Rd.  (704) 200-8144 

     Charlotte, NC 28216 ecook082160@gmail.com    

 

 Corinne Casper 1598 Heritage Hill Dr. (804) 248-8235 

   Henrico, VA 23238 virginiagirl147@comcast.net  

 

Editor: editor@ellerfamilyassociation.com 

 Dan Liggett 2619 Heathergold Drive (281) 578-8141  

   Houston, TX 77084 danliggett@gmail.com 

 

Web Master     webmaster@ellerfamilyassociation.com 

 Harvey Powers 4913 Wynn Ln. Apt. 102 (434) 247-0317 

   Midlothian, VA 23112 harv@harveypowers.com 

  

Historian: Dan Liggett 2619 Heathergold Drive (281) 578-8141  

   Houston, TX 77084 danliggett@gmail.com 

  

  

 

Contact the Secretary/Treasurer: 

 To apply for membership to the Eller Family Association 

 To report a change of address 

 To report a failure to receive The Eller Chronicles  

 To purchase back copies of The Eller Chronicles  

 To purchase the book George Michael Eller and Descendants of His in America by 

     James W. Hook (1995 reprint of 1957 edition) @ $25 ea 

 

 

Contact the Editor to submit genealogy and family history for publication in The Eller Chronicles  

 

Contact the Web Master about submitting and /or inquiring about information on the web site. 

 

To view The Eller Chronicles on the internet, go to www.eller.org  or www.ellerfamilyassociation.com   

 

mailto:missliggy@yahoo.com
mailto:ajbliss3343@yahoo.com
mailto:secretary@ellerfamilyassociation.com
mailto:kermiteller38@gmail.com
mailto:jerrykendall_2000@yahoo.com
mailto:davideller@msn.com
mailto:ecook082160@gmail.com
mailto:virginiagirl147@comcast.net
mailto:editor@ellerfamilyassociation.com
mailto:danliggett@gmail.com
mailto:webmaster@ellerfamilyassociation.com
mailto:harv@harveypowers.com
mailto:danliggett@gmail.com
http://www.eller.org/
http://www.ellerfamilyassociation.com/

