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You may submit material for publication  

in The Eller Chronicles as follows: 

Email to rpoplin@dutil.com OR Mail to  

Randy Poplin, 1911 Tara Place,  

Dalton, GA  30720. 

If you are submitting photographs, please scan  

in JPEG format or copy to a diskette or CD.  

Most Kodak developers can perform this service 

if you do not have a computer.  If you prefer,  

you may submit photo quality copies; however, 

they will not be returned. 

This Edition of the Eller 

Chronicles is dedicated 

in Memory of Wilma Eller 

and in honor of  

Verlie Eller, parents to our 

current EFA President,  

Lauren Liggett 

~ 

Wilma and Verlie  

celebrated their  

70th Wedding Anniversary  

this Spring before  

her passing in June. 

~  

Refer to page 23 

for her Obituary and  

family photos. 
 

mailto:rpoplin@dutil.com
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Message from the President 
 

Hello Eller Family & friends, 

 

I have had a busy summer traveling between TX and AZ, dealing with 

family celebrations and sorrows.  My mother, Wilma Eller, turned 90 on 

May 28th.  We had a small party with cake and pizza to celebrate her 

special day.  On June 14th my parents, Verlie & Wilma Eller celebrated 

their 70th wedding anniversary.  It’s hard to imagine anyone being 

married to someone for 70 years!  We had an open house with lots of 

friends coming over for cake and refreshments.  It was a good time of 

fellowship and celebration.  Less than 2 weeks later, on June 26th my 

mother went home to be with the Lord.  A homecoming celebration if 

you are a child of His.  What a blessing that we were able to celebrate her 

90th birthday and 70th wedding anniversary with her before she had to 

leave us. 

 

I hope that you all have had a good summer and were able to do some 

celebrating of your own with family and friends.  Please let us know if 

you have had any milestones in your families lately.  We would love to 

see pictures and hear more about what is going on in your family’s lives.  

You can just send the information by e-mail or snail mail to Randy 

Poplin and he will see about putting it in the Eller Chronicles. 

Let us know if you had a fun vacation trip somewhere.  We would love to 

put your pictures and captions in the Chronicles.  If you have a bumper 

crop in your garden, send us a picture and tell us about it   Let’s keep in 

touch! 

 

Your EFA president, 

Lauren  
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…from the desk of the Secretary/Treasurer 
 

 

 

I have moved back to Colorado to be closer to my family.  I forgot what it 

felt like to have such low humidity the majority of the year – it’s wonderful.  

Of course, it is hot here like everywhere else this time of the year.  I am in a 

condo on the northwest end of town with a gorgeous view. 

 

Just a few things: 

 

Christmas will be here before we know it.  We still have ELLER FAMILY 

COOKBOOKS available for great gifts.  Also, still available are the 

GEORGE MICHAEL ELLER BOOKS.  Contact me if you are interested. 

 

Note below – my new address 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDERS:  The next EFA Conference will be in 

Richmond, VA, July 24-28, 2013.  It will be here before we know it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
      Karen J. Pelzman, Secretary/Treasurer 

      862 Pebblewood Dr 

      Colorado Springs, CO 80919 

      731-336-1443  

      kpelzman2003@yahoo.com 
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ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION 

 

Minutes of the Board of Directors Meeting 

April 15, 2012 

 

   

The Board of Directors of the Eller Family Association met via conference call at 9:00 

PM Eastern Time, Sunday, April 15, 2012.  The following members of the board were 

present:  Lauren Liggett, President, Ed Eller, Vice President, Fred Bame, Vice President, 

Director, Joe Eller, Harvey Powers, Tom Eller, Gene Ellison, Chronicles Editor, Randy 

Poplin, and Secretary/Treasurer Karen Pelzman.   

 

The President called the meeting to order at 9:10 PM EST. 

 

Joe reported on a DNA Family Tree Seminar available on-line June 18 and 19, June 21 

and 22, July 9 and 10 and July 12 and 13.  Cost for part 1, 2 or 3 is $10.00 each, or 

$25.00 for all three.  Registration is due by April 25
th

. 

 

Karen is working on next year’s EFA Conference to be held in Richmond, VA July 24 to 

28, 2013. She has been in contact with the Convention Bureau and is planning to reserve 

a block of 15 hotel rooms and will add more when needed.  Several suggestions have 

been made for our group bus tour including Williamsburg, Virginia State Archives, Tour 

of the Historic Sites of Richmond.  If you have any suggestions, please contact Karen. 

 

Ed reminded Karen the Expense Report for last year’s conference needs to be done and 

also the financials.  She is working on them. 

 

Items are always needed for the Chronicles.  Please forward articles to Chronicles Editor 

Randy Poplin, 

 

The meeting adjourned at approximately 9:40 PM EST. 

 

The next BOD conference call meeting will be at 9:00 PM EST on Sunday, October 7, 

2012. 

 

            

       Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

       Karen Pelzman 

       Secretary/Treasurer 
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INCOME/EXPENSE REPORT 2011 EFA CONFERENCE 

  
CHATTANOOGA, TN 

   

           

           INCOME 
         

 
2011 Conference Registration 

  
 $ 2,891.00  

   

 
Conference 2011 Donations for tee shirts  $     300.00  

   

 
Conference 2011 Raffle Eller Rug 

 
 $        85.00  

   

 
Conference 2011 Silent Auction 

  
 $     269.25  

   

 
Conference 2011 Tee shirt sales 

  
 $     449.00  

   

 
Conference 2011 Old tee shirt sales 

 
 $        30.00  

   

 
Conference 2011 EFA cookbook sales 

 
 $     324.00  

   

           

   
TOTAL INCOME 

 
 $ 4,348.25  

   

           

           EXPENSES 
         

 
Conference 2011 Banquet 

  
 $ 1,570.58  

   

 
Conference 2011 Bus Trip & Lunch 

 
 $ 1,016.40  

   

 
Conference 2011 Entertainment 

  
 $     400.00  

   

 
Conference 2011 Tee shirts 

  
 $     325.00  

   

 
Conference 2011 Reimbursed expenses to 

    

  

Ed Eller - Meeting 
supplies/refreshments  $     252.65  

   

           

   
TOTAL EXPENSES 

 
 $ 3,564.63  

   

           

           

  
2011 CONFERENCE NET INCOME  $     783.62  
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The below article is a reprint from a previous edition of the Eller Chronicles.  

Thought it would be nice to share since the passing of Walt Eller this past year. 

 

ELLERS ON AFRICAN SAFARI 

 

By Walton G. Eller, Sr. 

 
1
Jacob the Immiqrant, 

2
John Jacob, 

3
Joseph, 

4
Jacob, 

5
James Jacob, 

6
James 

Granville, 
7
Alvis Guthrie, 

8
Walton G. Eller, Sr. 

9
Walton G. Eller, Jr. 

 

The trip to Botswana, Africa was planned in July 1992 for May 1993 by my 

son Walton G. (Butch) Eller, Jr. and myself. This was a seven day safari which 

included seven species of animals, bird shooting and fishing. From the middle 

of May until October is winter time in Botswana. Botswana is located north of 

the Union of South Africa and is the oldest Republic in Africa. The area we 

were to go on the safari is north of the Kalahari Desert in an area called the 

Okavango Wetland. Our safari was from May 6 through May 12 and since this 

was the beginning of winter we didn't know exactly what type of clothing to 

take along. Needless to say we both took too many. 

 

My son flew up from Houston May 2, 1993 spent the night with his mother and 

me before leaving for New York City the morning of May 3rd., we arrived in 

New York City about 4 P.M. and left there at 7 P.M. on a 747 of the South 

African Airline. The flight to Johannsburg was 13 1/2 hours non stop. We 

arrived about 3:30 P.M. on the 4th of May. Spent the night at the Sun Hotel at 

the airport. We didn't get much sleep, Butch and I were both so excited about 

this once in a life time trip. We left the next morning on Botswana Airline for 

Maun, Botswana, arriving there about 10:30 A.M. and was met by our safari 

guide Mark Kyriacou, a third generation Botswanian of Greek ancestry and his 

wife Mary Lou, an American lady from Houston, Texas. We were taken to the 

safari headquarters where we changed into our hunting clothes and 2 1/2 hours 

later we were in the "bush" our hunting camp. Most of the animals are 

protected and only certain species are permitted to be hunted. The seven 

species were the Cape Buffalo, the Impala, the Tsessche, the Kudo, the Lechwe 

(the last four are of the antelope family) the Wart hog and Zebra. We brought 

back trophies of everything except the Zebra. Butch or I just couldn't bring 

ourselves to shoot a Zebra. We did get to bird hunt also but since we spent 3 

days looking for the Cape Buffalo we never did get to fish. We did see and take 

pictures of many typical African animal, elephants, hippos, giraffes, wild dogs, 

etc. Our trip was great, the time did fly by and it was time to go home. The 

flight back was 17 hours due to the jet stream and a stop at Isle de Sol (Cape 

Verda Islands) to refuel. We had a 4 hour lay over in New York City before 

leaving for home (Fort Worth, TX) arriving at 3:00 P.M. on Friday the 14th 
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1993. This was a trip I will long remember and an experience of a life time. 
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Glenn Eller participates in the London Olympics 

 

 

In 1996, Glenn was the first American to win the prestigious British 

Opening Sporting Clay title. He began shooting at 8 years old under the 

direction of Jay Herbert. He has also trained with Olympian Dan Carlisle. 

Glenn enjoys hunting, golf and was also involved in track in high school. 

Sergeant Glenn Eller is currently a member of the U.S. Army Marksmanship 

Unit stationed in Fort Benning, Ga. 
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Competition Highlights 

 2012 Olympic Games, 22nd Place 

 2012 World Cup London, 4th Place 

 2011 Pan American Games, Gold Medalist 

 2011 World Clay Target Championship, Bronze Medalist 

 2010 National Championship Gold Medalist 

 2009 World Cup Maribor, 4th Place 

 2009 World Cup Minsk, 8th Place 

 2008 Olympic Games, Gold Medalist 

 2008 World Cup Final Minsk, 9th Place 

 2008 World Cup Beijing, Silver Medalist 

 2008 World Cup Suhl, 4th Place 

 2008 World Cup Kerrville, 4th Place 

 2007 World Cup Final Belgrade, Gold Medalist 

 2007 World Cup Changwon, Gold Medalist 

 2007 World Cup Maribor, Bronze Medalist 

 2005 World Cup Changwon, Gold Medalist 

 2005 World Cup Belgrade, 4th Place 

 2004 Olympic Games, 17th Place 

 2003 World Cup Nicosia, Gold Medalist 

 2003 World Cup Perth, 4th Place 

 2002 World Cup Lahti, Silver Medalist 

 2002 World Cup Final Lonato, 4th Place 

 2001 World Cup Cairo, 5th Place 

 2001 World Cup Final Doha, Gold Medalist 

 2001 World Cup Seoul, Gold Medalist 

 2000 Olympic Games, 12th Place 

 1999 World Cup Tampere, 4th Place 

Being around the best sharpshooters all day helped bring out the best in 

Glenn Eller. 

Eller made a surprise run to a gold medal during the 2008 Beijing Olympics. 

He had finished no higher than 12th in the double trap in two prior Olympic 

appearances. Not only did Eller win, he did it in the most convincing fashion 

possible. Eller set an Olympic record with 145 points in the preliminary 

rounds. Then, in the medal round, he connected on 190 out of 200 targets to 

clinch the gold medal and set another Olympic record. 

Eller placed 22
nd

 at the 2012 London Games in Double Trap Shooting..  

http://www.chron.com/neighborhood/katy-news/article/Katy-s-Glenn-Eller-wins-Olympic-gold-in-shooting-1618875.php
http://www.chron.com/neighborhood/katy-news/article/Katy-s-Glenn-Eller-wins-Olympic-gold-in-shooting-1618875.php
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http://on.fb.me/NhwguE
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Personal Life: Eller is the son of Clara Anne and Walton Glenn Eller, Jr. ; 

and the Grandson of the later Walt and Nancy Eller.  He is currently a 

sergeant in the United States Army. 

Hobbies: Hunting and golfing. 

Interesting Trivia: Eller is currently a member of the U.S. Army 

Marksmanship Unit stationed in Fort Benning, Ga. He joined the Army in 

2007 and credits it with helping him get focused for the Olympics, because 

some of the top shooters in the nation are also members of the unit. 

Other Facts: Eller became the first American shooter to win the celebrated 

British Open Sporting Clay title when he won the event in 1996. 

Career Highlights: Eller showed potential for competing on the world stage 

when he won the British Open Sporting Clay title in 1996. It took a while for 

him to realize that potential. In his first two Olympic appearances at Sydney 

and Athens, Eller finished 12th and 17th, respectively, in the double trap. 

His breakthrough performance came in Beijing where he earned a gold 

medal in double trap. Eller has built on his Olympic achievement leading up 

to the 2012 London Games. He was the 2010 U.S. National Champion in 

double trap. Then, in 2011, Eller won gold in the event at the Pan American 

Games. 
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POPLIN GIRLS ON MISSION TRIP TO JAMAICA 

 

In July, Emily and Molly Poplin, daughters of Randy Poplin (Eller 

Chronicles Editor) and Tammy Eller Poplin and granddaughters of Ed 

and Betty Eller, participated in a Mission trip to Jamaica.  The Mission 

Trip sponsored by their Church, First Baptist Church of Dalton, led them 

to the small town of Port Antonio, Jamaica.  They were able to share 

their gift of music with children at Norwich Primary School, Portland 

Infirmary for the sick, as well as Drapers Baptist Church.  Their weeklong 

trip also included making repairs on houses, cleaning up yards, and 

distributing food to the homeless in the town.  They both say that this 

will be a treasured lasting memory forever. 

 

 
The EPIC Youth Choir from First Baptist Church of Dalton 
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Emily and Molly singing with their Youth Minister, Christian Byrd 

 
Emily and the choir performing “This Little Light of Mine” 
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Emily was always receiving hugs from the many children

 
Molly found lots of little friends in the Primary School 
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UPDATED ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION WEBSITE!! 

 
Everyone needs to check out the “new and improved” Eller Family 

Association Website that Harvey Powers has put together for us.  It 

features an easier format in which to navigate within the website.   

The website is located at:   www.eller.org 

 

 
 

 

http://www.eller.org/
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DNA Testing Experiences 
 

 

It’s been suggested that our readers share any of their 
experiences that they have had with any DNA testing that 
they have had completed.   
 
Information that would be interesting to know would be: 

 Official name of the test 

 Where you purchased the test 

 Description of the results; what does the info that was 
returned to you look like?  Graphs? Charts? Narrative? 

 Could you interpret the results or did you need to have a 
professional do it for you? 

 Were the results worth the cost? 

 
Just email this information to me at rpoplin@dutil.com and I 
will be glad to anonymously compile your experiences for our 
other readers.  Who knows…that may encourage a few more 
members to participate! 
      Thanks!   
             Randy 
 

**************************** 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:rpoplin@dutil.com
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REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 
 

 
Received via Email 
 
Hello ! 
  
I came across your name on the internet.   
  
I grew up in NY, and from what I have heard, my great grandfather 
came in to Ellis Island from Germany, actually Bavaria. 
  
I currently live in San Antonio, TX, since 1968.   
  
I wonder if I am related to the Eller Family of THE ELLER FAMILY 
CHRONICLES ? 
  
Be in touch. 
  
JIM     
  

James R. Eller  
Senior Vice President.  
James.eller@wfadvisors.com  
WELLS FARGO ADVISORS  
8010 IH10 West   
San Antonio, TX 78230  
Tel (210) 340-5121  
Fax (210) 377-7745  
Toll Free (800) 531-5517  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:James.eller@wfadvisors.com
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Received via Email from Richard Carey III  - rwcarey3@gmail.com 
 
 
 
I write to you as I am doing family research of my grandmother who 
passed away on June 27 2011 and I am not sure if it was posted in your 
news letter.  Her married name was Betty Lou Kull Carey and her 
mother was Gladys Lucile Eller Kull and her grandparents were Charles 
Russell and Lulu Belle Eller of Van Wert Ohio.  If you have not shared 
this in your news letter please do.  If you would like a picture to include I 
can provide one.  If she has already been mentioned in the newsletter I 
would like to get a copy if you could provide info on where to send 
payment for one. 
 
Thank you 
Richard Carey III 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 19                    THE ELLER CHRONICLES                               Volume XXI, Issue 22 

Contributed by John and Nova Eller via Tom Eller 
 

The Eller Line ‘Down Under’ in New Zealand 
 
According to my cousin, Renate Eller of Fulda, Germany, her father Andreas 
Eller believed our Eller line began in Solda-Sulden in the South Tirol, on the 
Italian/Bavarian border.  (refer May 1994 issue of the Eller Chronicles).  Further 
evidence has been provided by my nephew, Bernard Eller of Auckland, New 
Zealand that to some degree substantiates this claim.  Bernard, using the 
National Geographic Geno Graphic system, found his happo group R1b (M343) 
trace ends at the Italian Tirol. 
 
Our known New Zealand lineage starts in the village of Bad Rotenfels, Baden, 
South Germany, where my great grandfather Bernhard Eller was born on the 19th 
August, 1812.  In 1836 he married Barbara Stahlberger.  Their family, all born in 
Bad Rotenfels, was Karl Leopold, Franz Josef, Maria Agnes, Stephanie and my 
grandfather, Martin Eller who was born 12th May, 1852, 
 
Martin Eller’s mother died when he was nine years old and when he was 
eighteen his father Bernhard, age 62 emigrated to the USA on the steamship 
America arriving in November, 1870.  He settled in Bloss, Pennsylvania where he 
took United States citizenship 24th July, 1874.  We do not know where or when 
he died or whether he married again, maybe some members of the Eller 
association can shed more light on these questions. 
 
Martin Eller who had been apprenticed as an upholsterer, saddle maker and 
paper hanger, sold his property in Bad Rotenfels and in early 1874 arrived in Port 
Philip, Melbourne, Australia.  In June, 1874 we find Martin has arrived in Hokitika, 
South Island, New Zealand where he started a business as an upholsterer in 
Revell Street as well as doing some unsuccessful gold prospecting. 
 
In 1876, Anna Kramer and her mother Elizabeth arrived in Hokitika from Fulda, 
Germany and within two weeks Martin and Anna were married in St Mary’s 
Church in Hokitika.  It seems that Martin had met Anna while visiting his brother 
Franz Josef in Fulda, Germany and arrangements had been made for Anna and 
Elizabeth’s .emigration to New Zealand under the Vogel’s immigration scheme, 
Martin being the nominator. 
 
Martin and Anna’s first two sons, Franz August and Max Josef Bernhard were 
born in Hokitika.  In 1880 the family moved to Wellington, in the North Island and 
which is also the capital of New Zealand, where he set up in business again and 
subsequently built his own factory and shop in Willis Street.  The next two 
children were born in Wellington, which was my father Francis Samuel Christina 
and their only daughter Mary, who eventually became a nun in the order of the 
Sisters of Compassion in Island Bay, Wellington. 
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My father Francis married my Mother Kathleen Rose Mills 0n 26th December, 
1923 at St. Mary’s of the Angels, in Wellington.  Their children are my brothers 
Gerard Francis, born 27th April, 1925, Paul Thomas, born 3rd December, 1928 
David Max, born 28th February, 1931 and myself John Martin, born 7th 
November, 1933. 
 
Up until about 2008 we had been the only line of Ellers’ in New Zealand, however 
we then discovered that there was an Eller family from South Africa who had 
emigrated here in that year.  I made contact with them but found they knew very 
little of their origins. 
 
It may be said that Martin Eller’s decision to travel to the South Pacific was a leap 
in faith that brought we New Zealand Ellers’ into existence.  At this point there 
would be approximately 30 persons of our Eller extended family living in 
Auckland, Wellington, Kapiti Coast and Queenstown. 
 
The Ellers’ of New Zealand have contributed high standards in the Military (refer 
Eller Chronicles Vol, X11:4 55 NZ Ellers’ in Service), the trades, building, apparel 
industry, high class cabinet making, boat building, sailing, computer technology, 
theatrical, radio/TV journalism, prominent in adventure tourism, International 
airline service, banking, nursing, landscaping, recruitment and business 
managers as well as tennis, rugby and athletics.  Most important has been the 
contribution of the first two generations of Ellers’ to the faith life of the New 
Zealand catholic community. 
 
This article has been abridged from the full history of the Eller/Kramer/Mills & 
Mathews families ‘down under’, presently being drafted by myself and hopefully 
published in the not too distant future. 
 
I wish to offer the Eller Association many thanks for this opportunity to contribute 
an article in your publication. 
 
John Martin Eller 
johnnova.eller@paradise.net.nz 
 

mailto:johnnova.eller@paradise.net.nz
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Obituaries 
 

 
 

Wilma Irene Dills Eller  
South East Valley Baptist Church 

10 a.m., June 30, 2012; Dr. Jerry Tetreau, IBC Chancellor 

(with help from Anna, Lauren and Verlie) 

 

Wilma was born May 28, 1922 and grew up in Fannin County Georgia. She 

was an only girl with 3 brothers - Garnie, James, and Homer Ervin Dills. 

Wilma attended Fannin County High School, where she and Verlie met. 

They were married June 14, 1942. 
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Verlie worked at Milan Chair Factory in Cleveland, Tennesee; they lived 

there briefly until Verlie was drafted. In July 1943, Anna Marie was born 

and Verlie got to see her when she was 6 weeks old. He was then deployed 

to Europe and did not get to see her again for two years. 

 

He was a ships carpenter. He was at the Battle of the Bulge.  He later helped 

built bridges across the Rhine River in Germany to assist America's war 

effort to defeat Hitler. After Verlie was drafted, Wilma went back home to 

live with her folks. When Verlie returned from Europe, he tried farming, 

then decided to join his father and uncle in Akron, Ohio. They worked for 

the Columbia Chemical company. Akron was the center of America's rubber 

industry. Verlie got a job. Wilma worked for the Sun Rubber co. in 

Barberton and painted faces on rubber dolls. 

 

Besides working at the Columbia Chemical Co. in Barberton, Verlie worked 

part time at an upholstery shop. Around 1950 the owner decided to sell the 

shop and Verlie bought it. Verlie did the upholstering; Wilma gave up her 

job and became his seamstress. 

 

While in Ohio, the Eller's attended the Akron Baptist Temple, home to 

America's largest Sunday school. Dallas and Charles Billington were friends 

and pastors. Anna said they started going there when she was 4 years old. 

Verlie and Wilma taught a boys Sunday school class; Wilma would go on 

church visitation. 

 

Lauren was born in April 1958. After her birth, Wilma was diagnosed with 

Osteo Arthritus and was advised to go to a warmer climate. Lauren had 

pneumonia twice and Wilma convinced Verlie to go to Arizona for 6 months 

to see if they would like living there. Verlie says they spent two winters here 

and then returned to Ohio, sold their business, and moved to Chandler. 

Lauren was 8 years old. Verlie worked as an upholsterer for a few years and 

then built his own upholstery shop, Wilma did the sewing. 

 

They first attended Alice Avenue Baptist Church in Phoenix, Charles Vaden 

was Pastor. Pastor Vaden was Dr. Singleton's Arizona contact that helped 

him by introducing him to Vaughn Adams, a recent convert. (Vaughn was a 

friend and business partner to Ivan Schaal, father of Kevin Schaal.) The 

Ellers decided to move closer to home so they attended Central Baptist 

Church while Lauren was growing up. 
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After Lauren was grown, the Ellers moved to Tri City Baptist Church and 

really liked Pastor Singleton. The Ellers enjoyed eating with Pastor and 

Mary Singleton - especially at Ortega's Mexican Restaurant in Chandler. 

About 9 years ago, Verlie and Wilma moved from Chandler to Gilbert and 

started attending Southeast Valley Baptist church.  The Ellers got involved 

and made friends at every church they attended. They made a difference. 

 

While at Tri-City Baptist, they led the separate men's and women's prayer 

meetings before evening service. Many times the groups were small. Verlie 

and Wilma were faithful. If they were away a substitute would fill in; it was 

not the same. I will never forget the difference they made in helping us 

purchase our first residence hall. That was big. I am pleased that a plaque of 

appreciation for Verlie and Wilma is being mounted in the lobby of the new 

residence hall. When Verlie and Wilma wanted someone to come live with 

them, Priscilla Davila moved to their home from Singleton Hall. How 

appropriate! The Ellers earlier made a difference in our getting a college 

residence, now Priscilla made a difference moving from the campus dorm to 

assist the Ellers. God remembers the faithful. 

 WillWilma and Verlie  
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Wedding Day in 1942 
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WALTON G. ELLER, SR 

Walton Glenn Eller Sr. passed away Friday, Dec. 23, 2011. Services were at Laurel Land 

Memorial Chapel with visitation one hour prior to the service. Interment: Crowley 

Cemetery, Crowley. Memorials can be made to the American Heart Association.  

 

Walt was born Dec. 9, 1928, in Fort Worth to Alvis Guthrie and Ida Fern Francisco Eller. 

At age 16, he joined the Civil Air Patrol and then joined the U.S. Navy on Dec. 12, 1945. 

He married Nancy G. Truxall on March 19, 1949.  

 

During his 20 years of naval service, he and his family traveled the world. He retired in 

1965 and moved his family to Crowley where he worked as an insurance adjuster before 

owning Crowley Texaco. In 1981, he was elected Mayor of Crowley and served eight 

years.  

 

During his retirement, Walt was an avid hunter and fisherman. He also had many other 

hobbies which kept him busy, which included being a charter member of Grand Lodge of 

Texas, Crowley Chapter, Shriners International, life member of Veterans of Foreign 

Wars, American Legion, Crowley Chapter Order of Eastern Star, life member of the U.S. 

Submarine Veterans, and Fleet Reserve.  

 

Walt was preceded in death by his wife of 62 years, Nancy G. Eller. Survivors: Son, 

Walton "Butch" Glenn Eller Jr. and wife, Clara, of Katy; daughters, Sharon Eller Scott 

and husband, Chip, of Granbury and Terri Eller Rogers and husband, Don, of Fort Worth; 

eight grandchildren; and five great-grandchildren. 
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NANCY G. ELLER 

Nancy G. Eller, 82, died Saturday, Oct. 22, 2011. 

Service were in Laurel Land Memorial Chapel. Interment: Crowley Cemetery. Visitation: 

6 to 8 p.m. Tuesday at Laurel Land Funeral Home of Fort Worth. 

Memorials: In lieu of flowers, please make donations to the American Cancer Society. 

Nancy was born March 17, 1929, in Bergholz, Ohio, to the late Lester and Estella Bender 

Truxall. She retired from Edgecliff Village as City Secretary and Tax Assessor. She 

enjoyed traveling and researching family genealogy and was a member of Eastern Star, 

Crowley Chapter. She also hosted three foreign exchange students. 

Survivors: Husband of 62 years, Walton G. Eller Sr.; son, W. G. "Butch" Eller Jr. and 

wife, Clara; daughters, Sharon Scott and husband, Chip, and Terri Rogers and husband, 

Don; eight grandchildren; five great-grandchildren; brother, Clarence Truxall of Canton, 

Ohio; and sister, Maxine Woodford of Caldwell, Ohio.  
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Information received via email from David Barton to Tom Eller 

 

On Kathy's behalf, I wanted to share some sad news.  Kathy's father Kermit Duane 

("Bud") Eller passed away at 5:32 p.m. Pacific time on July 25, 2012 in his home in 

Glendale, CA.  He had lung cancer.  Born in High Point in Guilford Co., NC on June 22, 

1930, Bud was the second child of Calvin Edgar ("Ed") Eller and Josie Elizabeth 

Simmons.  Bud is survived by his wife Ruth Annette Padgett Eller of Glendale, CA, his 

son K. Bryce Eller of Thousand Oaks, CA, and his daughter Katheryn Eller Barton.  Bud 

also is survived by his brother Joseph Quentin Eller of Collegedale, TN and his sisters 

Charlotte Eller Tullock of Clemmons, NC, Veneta Eller Key of Santa Rosa, CA, 

Margaret ("Peggy") Eller Daniel of Rockwell, NC, and Joan Eller Fox of Crystal City, 

MO.  

 

You are welcome, if you like, to print an announcement or article in the Eller Chronicles.  

Attached is a short biography that was prepared for his memorial on August 5, 2012 that 

you can use.  For those interested in Eller family history, Bud was the grandson of John 

Alexander Eller (b. 2 Oct 1875 in Rowan Co., NC, m. Addie Louise Dennis 27 Feb 1896 

in Rowan Co., NC, and d. 3 Jul 1968 in Rowan Co., NC), the great grandson of William 

Stokes Eller (b. 21 Feb 1850 in Rowan Co., NC, m. Mary Jane Waggoner 13 Jan 1870 in 

Rowan Co., NC, d. 27 Nov 1927 in Guilford Co., NC and buried at St. Peter's Lutheran 

Church, Rowan Co.), and the great great grandson of Alexander Eller (b. 1822 in NC, m. 

Nancy Cox 16 Mar 1846 in Rowan Co., NC, d. 1859 in Rowan Co., NC). 

 

You may recall that Kathy ordered a DNA upgrade of her father's DNA sample to 111 

markers.  Unfortunately, due to internal miscommunications at Family Tree DNA, the 

order was not processed on a timely basis and, when the order was finally taken up, 

Family Tree DNA discovered that it did not have on hand sufficient DNA to perform the 

upgrade.  The company sent a new kit to Kathy for the purpose of collecting additional 

DNA from her father, which was mailed on August 1.  Of course, by then Bud had passed 

away and it was impossible to collect a DNA sample.  Family Tree DNA agreed to 

refund our money, but unfortunately we do not expect to have the results of any upgrade 

of Bud's DNA.  Just thought you might want to know.  (Perhaps at some point it might be 

worthwhile to order a test of the DNA of Bud's son.) 

 

Kathy has emailed Fred's daughter and has spoken to Fred Bame about "John," but Fred 

does not remember John's descent and does not seem to have John's data any more.  We 

suspect that the "John" may very well be a descendant of Alexander Eller,  in which case 

the exact match with Bud is hardly surprising, and not very helpful in terms of identifying 

Alexander's ancestors.  Would it all be possible that you might still have John's data 

somewhere so that we could be sure about this?  

 

All the best, David Barton  
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Kermit Duane Eller 

June 22, 1930 - July 25, 2012 

 

 
Kermit Duane Eller was born in High Point, NC on June 22, 1930. Known as "Duane" by 

his parents and siblings, and "Bud" by his childhood friends, most people here in 

California knew him as "Kermit."  He was the second child of Calvin Edgar Eller and 

Josie Elizabeth Simmons, who met and fell in love while working at the local hosiery 

factory. 

 

In the early 1930s, Kermit's family moved to New Jersey, where his father had found 

work on a military construction project.  They lived in Dover, and in Rockaway. Later, 

Kermit would tell his children that he and his father witnessed the 1937 Hindenburg 

disaster at the naval air station in Lakehurst, NJ, which gave the young Kermit 

nightmares. 

 

In the late 1930s, Kermit's family returned to the family home in Rockwell, NC in rural 

Rowan County. Although Calvin continued to work in construction projects, the family 
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also farmed and ran a dairy. Kermit went to the Seventh Day Adventist church school, 

attended Fletcher Academy, and graduated from Rowan County High School.  He 

amazed his children when he told them that among his first paying jobs was as a school 

bus driver, at age 15.  In his youth, he developed a life-long love of classical music, and 

recalled that he often stole away from his chores to listen to the Metropolitan Opera 

House broadcast on the family's hand-cranked radio (no electricity on the Eller farm!).  

As a young man, Kermit was very proud of his participation in an award-winning choral 

group, which toured widely and was invited to perform in Washington, D.C.  It will be no 

surprise to those who knew him that Kermit sang bass. 

 

At age 21, Kermit married Ruth Annette Padgett, then a schoolteacher at the Seventh Day 

Adventist church school, which two of his sisters were attending at the time.  Initially, 

they settled in Hollywood, CA, first in an apartment on Beechwood Drive and later in a 

duplex on Lexington Avenue.  Kermit worked as an engineer at Newcombe and at 

Audiotronics, which made audio-visual equipment for the LA public schools, and later in 

life, as a foreman at SuperFreeze.   In the late 1970s, Kermit and his family moved to 

Glendale, CA. 

 

Volunteer work is a recurring theme in Kermit's life. Wife Ruth proudly remembers that 

he was a frequent blood donor at Children's Hospital. Kermit had type O positive blood, 

which made him a universal donor. When an open-heart surgery was to be performed on 

a child there, Kermit would get the call. He was always happy to oblige. In the early 

1960s, Kermit was active in the support group of the Pacifica Radio Station (KPFK), and 

assisted Ron Patterson in constructing the very first Renaissance Faire, which started as 

an annual fundraiser for the station. He also volunteered for Recording For the Blind, and 

was proud of his "radio announcer" delivery. 

 

After a serious motorcycle accident in 1980 led to medical complications, Kermit retired, 

but he remained active in volunteer work.  In particular, Kermit worked tirelessly with 

other committed citizens to restore, maintain and operate historic fire lookout towers in 

cooperation with the U.S. Forest Service. His work with the Angeles National Forest Fire 

Lookout Association was a highlight of his later life. He served on the Board of 

Directors, and put uncounted thousands of miles on his car driving to Vetter, Slide and 

South Mt. Hawkins lookouts, and even on his off days, he often proudly wore his "Fire 

Lookout Host" t-shirt and cap. He was proud to be an ambassador of the organization, 

and happily expounded at length to any and all who asked him, "What's a fire lookout 

host?"  

 

He also delighted in baby-sitting for his young grandson, Nicholas, after his daughter 

Katheryn returned to work, and faithfully attended Nick's many theatrical performances 

in middle and high schools. 

 

Kermit avidly pursued his many interests, including hunting, fishing, motorcycling, 

camping, classical music, photography, geology, gardening, woodworking and even 

cooking and sewing.  Friends and family reaped the rewards. His talent for growing 

tomatoes was legendary, and his basement is still filled with the results of his 
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monumental canning sessions.  In later life, he loved to cook for friends and family 

(baked goods and barbecue were his specialties) and he often shared recipes with his 

chemo nurse, among others. His craftsmanship and attention to detail were showcased in 

his many woodworking projects. And Kermit's children are grateful that he, along with 

his wife, instilled in them a love of music and the outdoors. 

 

In the last few years, Kermit enjoyed learning more about his family's heritage through 

genealogical research conducted by his daughter and her husband. Kermit discovered that 

he was descended from German Lutherans who arrived in Pennsylvania and Maryland in 

the 18th century, from early Scottish and Irish settlers of North Carolina, and from 17th 

century English colonizers of Massachusetts, including the Massachusetts Bay Colony. 

He counts among his ancestors farmers, blacksmiths, tanning yard owners, mill operators, 

and veterans of the Revolutionary War, War of 1812, and the Civil War, and even 

participants in the Salem Witch Trials! 

 

Following a diagnosis of lung cancer in 2007, Kermit's time was increasingly consumed 

by chemotherapy and other treatments. His family can proudly say that he faced his 

diagnosis and treatment stoically, and without self-pity. On July 25, 2012, Kermit died 

peacefully in his home, surrounded by his family. His family is grateful to the many 

friends who came to visit him in the weeks before his death--it meant a great deal to him 

and was a comfort to them. He was also able to visit one last time with his beloved 

brother Quentin and sister Charlotte. Kermit is survived by his wife Ruth, son K. Bryce 

Eller and daughter-in-law Elizabeth Trebow, daughter Katheryn Eller Barton and son-in-

law David Barton, grandchildren Nicholas David Barton and Kelly Kern, and siblings 

Joseph Quentin Eller, sisters Peggy Joeline Daniel, Charlotte Lamonte Tullock, Veneta 

Omarlin Key, and Bonnie LaJoan Fox, and lastly, his dear cat, Little-Bit.  

 

We will all miss him. 
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Cyndi's List - www.cyndislist.com 

An alphabetical list of genealogy sites on the Internet. Features 291,000+ links, categorized and 

cross-referenced, in over 180 categories. Another 9,900 uncategorized new links. You can find 

all of the following sites on Cyndi's List.  

ProGenealogist - progenealogists.com/genealogysleuthb.htm 

Links to databases and important tools for conducting searches within US records - also has an 

International page. This makes a great home page!  

Family Search - www.familysearch.org 

Sponsored by the LDS church - a great way to start your family search. Site includes Family 

History Library Catalog, contribute and preserve your genealogy, order family history resources, 

online lessons you can view from home. Original records & Research Wild are part of 

FamilySearch - see information below.  

Historical Records - https://www.familysearch.org 

Part of FamilySearch. Thousands of volunteers are helping to make more free records 

available online through the Indexing program. Search the world-wide collections and view 

the original record. US and world records - more records added monthly. First time users - 

don't search using the boxes but scroll down and search by location.  

Research Wiki - https://wiki.familysearch.org 

Part of FamilySearch - Research Wiki is an online genealogy encyclopedia. Search or browse 

by topic or location. Free family history research advice for the community, by the community. 

Registration and sign in required only if you want to contribute or edit an article.  

Mesa Regional Family History Center  www.mesarfhc.org    - 41 S. Hobson St. Mesa AZ.  

Information on hours, location, calendar, specialty classes & workshops.  PowerPoint training 

and specialty quick-starts are available online in English and Spanish.  

RootsWeb.com - www.rootsweb.com 

Oldest & largest free genealogy site. Surname lists (1,225,931), mailing lists, World Connect 

(over 575 million individuals on searchable family-linked Gedcoms), Social Security Death 

Index (SSDI), archives of all e-mail message and mailing lists, county, state and world 

resources.  

USGenWeb – www.usgenweb.org 

Volunteers providing Internet websites for genealogical research in every county and every state 

of the United States. Includes ongoing US census and Tombstone projects.  

WorldGen Web - www.worldgenweb.org 

Goal is to have every country in the world represented by an online website and hosted by 

researchers. Each country is divided into individual provinces, states, or counties.  

 

http://www.cyndislist.com/
http://www.familysearch.org/
https://www.familysearch.org/
https://wiki.familysearch.org/
http://www.mesarfhc.org/
http://www.rootsweb.com/
http://www.usgenweb.org/
http://www.worldgenweb.org/
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Ellis Island Passengers -  www.ellisislandrecords.org 

Ellis Island Passenger arrival records of 17 million people who immigrated through the port of 

New York from 1892 - 1924. (Use StephenMorse.com  to access Ellis Island with different 

search options)  

Death Indexes & Records - www.deathindexes.com 

This is a directory of online death indexes listed by state and county. Included are death 

records, death notices and registers, obituaries, probate indexes, cemetery and burial records.  

FreeBMD - freebmd.rootsweb.com 
An ongoing project to provide free access to Civil Registration index information for England and 
Wales. These are the birth, marriage and death records that began in July 1837. Contains more 
than 204,981,576 distinct records. Updated about every six weeks.  

Genealogy Links - www.linkpendium.com 

A collection of useful genealogy links that is easy to use. Search by location or surname.  

Search Engine - www.google.com 

A great Internet search engine for genealogy.  

Ancestry - www.ancestry.com  - $$ - full version free at the MRFHC**  

(Many city and county public libraries have access to the Institution version)  

For a membership fee you can search their database collection with well over 3.5 billion 

names. Has extensive collections including US Census, UK Census, WWl Draftcards, 

Historical Newspapers, Passenger Lists, Obituary Collections, German Be Canadian records.  

Fold3 - formerly Footnote.com - $$ - free at the Mesa Regional Family History Center 

Refocusing efforts on gathering military records. Included are 99% of the Revolutionary War 

Pension Files, Vietnam Veterans Memorial, and continuing work on War of 1812, Mexican & 

Indian War, Civil War Widow's Pensions. Large collection of City Directories  

U.S. National Archives Records Administration - www.archives.gov 

Order Online - www.archives.gov/research/order/orderonline.html  

Eastern Cherokee Applications 1906-1909  

Federal Land Entry Files  
Immigration & Naturalization Records  
Federal Military Pension Files - Revolutionary War to 1912 (before WW1)  

Mailing Lists - Most, but not all, are found through RootsWeb. Mailing lists are interactive e-

mail forums that are free for you to subscribe and participate in. You can 'subscribe' and 

'unsubscribe' easily. Be part of a list for one hour or years - everyone receives everyone's e-

mails and can respond or just read and learn. They cover many topics: states, surnames, 

countries, counties, ethnic groups, religions, genealogy software, military etc.  

E-Mail & Query Etiquette  
Make sure your subject line is concise and reflects the information you are seeking: a surname, 

related surnames, county, states, country, parish, migration pattern, dates, specific subject.  
 

http://www.ellisislandrecords.org/
http://www.deathindexes.com/
http://www.linkpendium.com/
http://www.google.com/
http://www.ancestry.com/
http://www.archives.gov/
http://www.archives.gov/research/order/orderonline.html
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ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 

 

 

The purpose of the Eller Family Association is to draw all Ellers, regardless of their 

particular family line, and allied families into a cooperative effort.  We owe to the present 

generation and those of the future, this effort to come together, explore and record our 

common roots and heritage. 

 

The Eller Family Association has already demonstrated that this approach is the 

quickest and most efficient mechanism for sharing family history and genealogical 

information.   

 

The Mission Statement is that the Eller Family Association exists to assist all Eller and 

associated family lines worldwide to: 

 Discover and preserve our historical past 

 Report current events and ongoing contributions 

 Develop and expand current family ties 

 Provide ongoing biennial meetings to summarize accomplishments 

 Socialize and provide inspired direction as we focus on the future. 

 

A quarterly newsletter, The Eller Chronicles, is published and sent to each member in 

February, May, August and November.  Information on all Ellers in the United States and 

Europe, from the 17
th

 century to the current time is being gathered and made available. 

 

To join the Association, please fill out the following information (to the extent known) 

and send with check for $25 for an annual membership, or $250 for a lifetime 

membership, payable to the Eller Family Association to:  

 

Karen Pelzman, Secretary/Treasurer 

    Eller Family Association 

    862 Pebblewood Dr     

          Colorado Spgs, CO 80919 
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EFA ORGANIZATION 

 

 
President: Lauren Liggett 2619 Heathergold Drive (281)578-8141  

   Houston, TX 77084 missliggy@yahoo.com 

 

Vice President:  Fred Bame 8744 Bame Road  (336)508-3918 

     Colfax, NC 27235 fredbame@triad.rr.com 

 

Secretary/Treasurer: Karen Pelzman 862 Pebblewood Dr (731)336-1443   

     Colorado Spgs, CO 80919 kpelzman2003@yahoo.com 

   

Directors:  Joe R. Eller 2610 Nantucket Drive (336)765-7353 

     Winston Salem, NC 27103 jrgdeller@bellsouth.net  

 

Edward K. Eller 1124 Ridgeleigh Circle (706)278-1516 

     Dalton, GA 30721 eeller@edsshoes.net 

 

 Thomas J. Eller 1311 Masters Drive (719)632-2259 

   Woodland Park, CO 80863 ellertj@aol.com  

 

 Gene Ellison 137 4
th
 St, PO Box 51 (912)748-4408 

   Meldrin, GA 31318 gcellison@bellsouth.net 

 

Director & Web Master    Harvey Powers 150 Merrymount Rd (434)689-5549 

   Boydton, VA 23917 harv@harveypowers.com 

  

Editor: Randy Poplin 1911 Tara Place  (706)529-7485 

   Dalton, GA 30720 rpoplin@dutil.com  

 

Historian:  Dean Eller 2610 Nantucket Drive (336)765-7353 

     Winston Salem, NC 27103 jrgdeller@bellsouth.net  

 

Contact the Secretary/Treasurer: 

 To apply for membership to the Eller Family Association 

 To report a chance of address 

 To report a failure to receive The Eller Chronicles  

 To purchase back copies of The Eller Chronicles  

 To purchase the book George Michael Eller and Descendants of His in America by 

     James W. Hook (1957) @ $32 ea 

 

 

Contact the Editor to submit genealogy and family history for publication in The Eller Chronicles  

 

Contact the Web Master about submitting and /or inquiring about information on the web site. 

 

To view The Eller Chronicles on the internet, go to www.eller.org 

     

  

 

 

mailto:missliggy@yahoo.com
mailto:fredbame@triad.rr.com
mailto:kpelzman2003@yahoo.com
mailto:jrgdeller@bellsouth.net
mailto:eeller@edsshoes.net
mailto:ellertj@aol.com
mailto:gcellison@bellsouth.net
mailto:harv@harveypowers.com
mailto:rpoplin@dutil.com
mailto:jrgdeller@bellsouth.net
http://www.eller.org/

