THE ELLER CHRONICLES
THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION

Volume XXI, Issue 3

August 2007

2007 ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE
IN AKRON, OHIO

Inside this issue:
President’s Message
Secretary-Treasurer’s Message
Chronicles Editor Message
Board Meeting Minutes fro 7/19 & 7/21
Summary of EFA Conference
Financial Report
2007 EFA Conf. Photos & Attendee List
Bylaws Changes
EFA Application and Membership List
Obituaries
EFA Organization

You may submit material for publication
in The Eller Chronicles as follows:
Email to rpoplin@dutil.com OR Mail to
Randy Poplin, 1911 Tara Place,
Dalton, GA 30720.
If you are submitting photographs, please scan
in JPEG format or copy to a diskette or CD.
Most Kodak developers can perform this service
if you do not have a computer. If you prefer,
you may submit photo quality copies; however,
they will not be returned.

Page 2

THE ELLER CHRONICLES

Volume XXI, Issue 3

Message from the President
It was nice to see all of the Eller descendents at our Conference in Akron, Ohio. I want
to thank Lee and Lois (Eller) Hardy for the outstanding job they did as host of our
Conference. I also thank all of you for electing me as your President for the next two
years. I served as President of the EFA for four years from 1999 to 2003. I promise all of
you that I will do more in the next two years than I did in those four years.
I would like to thank Randy Poplin for taking on the (Big Job) as our new Editor of the
Chronicles. For those of you who do not know Randy, he is married to my daughter
Tammy and they have two daughters Emily and Molly. Randy works within Financial
Services for our local Utility Company (Dalton Utilities).
For those of you who were not at our Conference in Akron, Ohio, I challenged the young
people to get involved in genealogy. You can get so much information from your father
and mother and grandparents. I sure wish I had started before I was fifty-five years old
and my parents and grandparents were still here. I do have a great record from my mom
who kept a daily diary for forty-eight years. I quote from May 8, 1943 (I baked a birthday
cake for Edward he was five years old.) After mom passed away in 1991, I had these
diaries published so they were available for all my brothers and sisters to have a hard
bound copy. New features are planned for upcoming newsletters. I would like to get
every member to send us a story on your life to be printed in the chronicles. This can be
one to five hundred pages. You can send us the first five pages and then you would have
three months to get the next five for the chronicles. The following might help to get you
started.
”THE GIFT YOU CAN GIVE FOR A LIFETIME”
Have your children ever asked you “tell me about when you were a little boy (girl) like
me?” Has your grandchild ever said “Papa tell me about the olden days when you plowed
with the Horse (Mule).” They ask because you are very important to them and they want
to know about your life. They ask because parents and grandparents seem very old when
you are a child. Perhaps they are studying U. S. history and wonder if you took part in
what they are learning.
You may take the time to relate a story or event to one of them. As they grow older this
story may become distorted or mingled with another story from another day. The greatest
gift you can give your children, grandchildren and future generations is the story of your
life and times; written by you. It will be there whenever they want to know how you lived,
and the events that shaped your life. They may be interested now, or it may be years
before a young parent finds the time to read in peace and quiet. The need to know or the
available time to explore your story may not come until they are middle aged. The
important thing is to get started, now - Today! You may feel you cannot write. However,
you can talk and write letters. Write a letter about something that happened to you; your
first day in school, the day your dad tied a string around that loose tooth and pulled it out.
Tell the story in your own words. Forget about grammar and punctuation. They are not
important. Your own words, just as you would tell the story is important to your family.
This is what makes your story special; it reflects YOU. You are writing the events of your
life the way it happened.
If you want someone to polish your story, correct the commas or misspelled words, fine.
Do not allow anyone to change thoughts or your way of expressing them. Remember your
story will be enjoyed for what it is - Your gift of yourself to them.
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Keep pencil and paper handy; in your work area, by your favorite chair, on the table by
your bed. Jot down ideas and thoughts as they occur. Then when you can, take these notes
and write your story. THE MAIN THING IS TO GET STARTED and write when you can.
A few rules that will prove helpful:
 Use loose leaf paper and #2 pencil. If you are very neat and never need to erase, use
a pen.
 Write on every other line or double space if you are using a typewriter or
Computer. This leaves room to insert words or thoughts above the line. Most
people find it necessary to make a rough draft and rewrite.
 Write on one side of the paper only. You may want to change the paragraphs
around. All you have to do is cut across the page, place the paragraph where you
want it and scotch tape it in place. If someone else types your story these rules make
it possible to type accurately. It is impossible to follow lines drawn from on word to
another, or scribbles when there isn’t enough room to correct a sentence.
 When you have written a rough draft, go over the story and revise it, if need be.
Look through your photographs for pictures of the occasion. The photos will
enhance your story (you might find subjects for more stories in those old photos).
Identify all people, give the place and date.
NOW YOU ARE READY TO BEGIN
Use the words of the locality and time period; put today’s word in parenthesis: tin lizzie
(old car). Keep in mind WHO, WHAT, WHY, WHERE, WHEN AND HOW. Identify the
people - instead of Grandma, write Grandma Jane Eller so your descendants will know
which Grandma you are writing about. Be descriptive, give details, and explain things that
are not common today. If you write about putting food in the spring or cooler, describe the
spring or cooler. Today’s children do not know life without a refrigerator. Tell why it was
done a certain way. “Mom and I drove the Horse (Mule) and wagon to Hemptown Georgia
to trade eggs and butter for salt, sugar and flour at the store. My brothers and sisters
would take Cabbage to Morganton, Georgia School on the school Bus and trade for our
school lunches. In those days there was little cash, so we used things we could produce on
the farm to trade for staples we needed.”
Identify the place. Town, county, state; in town or on a Farm. Give the time period mid 1930’s; better 1938 if you know the exact year. Explain the process or necessary steps
in doing something that was an every day chore to you that is no longer done. Milking the
cows - - calling them in from the pasture, putting hay or oats in the Stall; Milking and
straining the milk, putting it in a Jug and putting the Jug in the Spring or the cooler, and
slopping (Feeding) the Hogs.
Write individual, separate stories about each event. This story might be a few lines, a
long story or somewhere in between. Do not write about holidays in general; describe your
favorite Christmas. Where did you celebrate Thanksgiving each year? Did all the relatives
come to your home or did you all meet at Grandma Jane Eller’s house? Write about the
Thanksgiving that stands out in your memories. Did you have an Easter basket that you
used every year? Did you get a new one each year? (or maybe never had an Easter basket
like me). There you have three stories. REMEMBER; identify, describe, and detail!
Try to give more than just the plain facts. Include your feelings, thoughts and opinion this is YOUR story! What were you feeling when you first rode a Ferris wheel at the fair?
Were you exhilarated? Scared? Did you wish Mom and Dad would let you go all by
yourself? Were you terrified when they first made you go to school, on the school bus, all
by yourself? Describing those inner feelings reveal the person you are to those you love.
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Write about the event as YOU remember it. If you discuss these events with other
members of your family, fine, but write your memories, experiences, thoughts and feelings.
No two people interpret the same incident alike due to age difference and comprehension.
Let the stories reflect YOU. Include some of the bad as well as the good. Life is never a
perfect bed of roses. Let your descendants know how you got through the trying times as
well as the good.
Now put the stories in the order you would like them to be. This will usually be
chronological or the order they happened in your life. All the pieces will fall into place.
YOU NOW HAVE YOUR STORY in rough draft. Match your photos to the stories. Read
through this account of your life. You may want to add a detail here and there. This is
possible because you have written on every other line, on one side only and you have room
to cut the page apart and insert a few lines or a paragraph. If you have not already done
so, you might want to write about your parents and grandparents. This is a very good way
to lead into the story of your life. Include photos of them if available. Include all the
information you know. Date and place of birth, education, marriage(s), children,
occupation and any other items that you can recall. If you have documents, either include
a copy of it or the information from it.
You may want to ask someone to type your story, or to rewrite it for you, if you are
unable. Depending on your age and abilities, do all you can. However do not hesitate to
ask an interested member of your family or a friend to assist you in completing this project.
Most of them would be honored to be asked. Your story will contain laughter, love,
heartache and tears. Your family and descendants will be proud of you and the heritage
you have left for posterity.
SOME SUGGESTIONS:
EARLY LIFE - the first five years
Born: date, weight, length - anything unusual at home, in hospital - city, county and
state. Name of doctor and/nurse or midwife reaction of comments of mother, father,
brothers and sisters. First walked and talked - first memories. Your favorite childhood
toy, game or family activity. Include baby and childhood photos, a family photo, picture of
pets. If available include photo of House(s) you lived in.
SCHOOL DAYS
Separate your school days into grade school, junior high, high school and higher
education. Give the name and location of each school and the years you attended.
Teachers name, principal. Describe that first day, the best day and the worst day.
Describe your books, lunch, recess, your desk. The type of clothes worn. Your best
friend(s). The subjects you like best - excelled in, failed in. Christmas programs, pageants
or plays, School band, chorus, Graduation. 4-H, scouts, the circus, fairs, box socials, movies
(Saturday afternoon matinees) birthday parties. Mother Day (gifts you made), Decoration
(Memorial) Day, Fourth of July Labor Day - end of summer, back to school.
TEEN YEARS
Hair styles, clothing, special friends and their influence, fads, saying or expressions,
dances, movie stars, songs and music.
Your first job(s). Developing self - dreams, values, goals transportation - horse, (Mule)
bicycle, car. The teenage hangout - trouble I got into, early romances. Be sure to give the
era and the current events of that day.
EARLY ADULTHOOD

Page 5

THE ELLER CHRONICLES

Volume XXI, Issue 3

Responsibilities, jobs, on to college, into the army, navy - goals, achievements, awards,
milestones. Romance, engagement, marriage. When, how and where did you meet? How
long engaged? World events that might have influenced your decisions. The wedding,
honeymoon trip? First home and learning to cook or eating those first dinners.
You will want to devote some space to your spouse. Now might be a good time, or you
might want to wait for an important event such as an anniversary or milepost in your life
together.
PARENTHOOD
What preparations did you make? Layette, furniture, choosing the name(s). List your
children and tell about each one. How did you do the laundry? Did Grandma come to
stay? How long? Did you follow a book, doctor’s orders as to time schedule? Did both
parents help in care of babies? Some of the things you did together as a young family.
Follow through and get each child through school and off on their own life. A story on
each child will bring much pride and joy to that person. What did you enjoy most about
being a parent? Write about your relationships as the years went by.
VACATIONS
Describe your most memorable vacations. Preparations, animals, mode of travel. Did
everyone go? Highlights and special events? Disasters? Going home. Back to everyday
life, were you happy, sad, glad to be home?
CHANGES THROUGH THE YEARS
STOP and THINK of the changes in our environment during your lifetime. In the
home, in the schools, shopping, farm life to urban living, social life and customs,
employment, entertainment, TRANSPORTATION and COMMUNICATION. Each of
these topics is a story. Make a list of the changes in your first home and where you are now
living. Describe your childhood home and how you lived compared to today. These
suggestions are just that - use them or not; the most important thing is to get started. This
is a project that is not finished in one day. Plan to spend a few weeks or months writing
whenever you can. Spend an hour or two each day. Schedule your writing time in each
day’s activities just as you would an exercise program. It does help to make a list of
incidents or a general outline before writing.
When your story is written, take it to a copy shop if you do not have a printer. If you
need help, ask for it. If you can afford to have it printed you might want to have copies
made for your children, grandchildren and other special people in your life. Your family
might be very happy to pay for their copies if it will help you have it printed.
It is my hope that you will share your story with the Eller Family Association to be
printed in the EFA Chronicles. Note: Some of this article was taken from an EFA
Chronicle printed seventeen years ago. I will look forward to getting your stories.
SEE WHO CAN BE THE FIRST TO HAVE THEIR STORY PRINTED IN THE EFA
CHRONICLES.
Your EFA President
Ed Eller
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…from the desk of the Secretary/Treasurer
The tenth biennial conference of the Association is now history. The anticipation of the event
seems to be so long, then when it does arrive, is over in practically no time at all. We did have
an excellent meeting. Lois and Lee did such a super job planning the details. As usual, it is
always great to again see the usual forty or fifty Eller descendants and spouses who are regular
attendees. Also, it is wonderful to meet and get acquainted with the local Eller’s who are there.
My cousin, Barbara Hochstetler and her husband, Bill, live in Barberton, a suburb of Akron,
were registered for the conference. Spending some time with them made the four day event
extra special for us. They not only picked us up and returned us to the airport, but also showed
us around the area.
Barbara’s and my grandmother, Lilly McNeil Eller Foster, married 1st D. O. Eller. They had
three children, Coy (my dad), June, and Dock. D. O. died with appendicitis at the age of twentyseven. Lilly married 2nd Absolom (Adney) Foster, and they had one child, Irene (Barbara’s
mother). Irene married Ernest Green and they had two children, Barbara and George. Ernest
was killed in a wreck and left Irene a widow with two little children. Irene later married Russell
Watson, and a daughter, Ruby Jane, was born to this union. This family of five left Wilkes
County (NC) and moved to Akron in 1953 for better employment opportunities. Barbara is an
Eller descendant at least two ways. Lilly’s grandmother was Rachel Eller Stout, the daughter of
Absolom Eller. Absolom and my great-great grandfather Peter Eller were brothers. Absolom
Eller had another daughter Nancy Jane, who married Edmond W. Foster. Edmond W and Nancy
Jane had several children, including Adney (Irene’s father) and Edmond C. (my mother’s father).
Therefore, Barbara is an Eller two ways, and I evidently am an Eller more ways than you can
shake a stick at.
Roger Eller, Secretary/Treasurer

...A Note from the Eller Chronicles Editor, Randy Poplin
Just wanted to let everyone know how excited I am about being the new Editor of the
Eller Chronicles! I really enjoy Genealogy and have an appreciation for all of the hard work
that goes into the research of our families. I have been involved in assisting my Dad’s
research our family lineage, and have been exposed to all of my father-in-law’s (Edward
Eller) research and publications.
I married into the Eller family 15 years ago (Tammy Eller), and have felt very welcome at
all of the Eller functions that I have attended. It’s always great to see each of you and catch
up on your families since our last meeting.
Please let me know if you have any suggestions or submissions to the Eller Chronicles
and I will be glad to include them within our publication. My contact information can be
found on the last page of this publication.
Thank’s for your support!
Randy Poplin
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The Eller Family Association
Minutes of the Board of Directors Meeting
July 19, 2007
The Board of Directors of the Eller Family Association met at 9:00 A.M. on July 19, 2007 at the
Radisson Hotel Akron-Fairlawn, Akron, Ohio, the site of the Tenth Biennial Conference. The
following members of the Board were present: Tom Eller, President; Roger Eller,
Secretary/Treasurer; Directors Anna Marie Bliss, Joe R. Eller and Lynn
Eller. Also present were Officer/Director-Nominees Ed Eller, Nancy Eller and Lois Hardy.
President Tom asked the Secretary if there is a quorum to which Roger said yes.
Tom asked the Secretary to read the minutes of the Board meeting which was held on April 15,
2007, which were approved as read.
The dates of the proposed quarterly Board meetings are October 14, 2007 and January 13, 2008.
Tom then asked for reports from each committee chair, the web master, and the
Secretary/Treasurer.
Lois, reporting on the 2007 Conference, expressed pleasure with everything and said that she is
looking toward our having a good conference. Tom thanked Lois and Lee for their work
planning and organizing the conference.
President Tom then stated that Vice President Eric could not attend this meeting due to his work.
However, Tom read the report that Eric had submitted; saying that the website has now been
updated with 2007 conference information and the May 2007 issue of the Chronicles has been
converted to PDF and linked to the website. Also, many broken links have been fixed. He
further stated that in order to make the website more effective, he would need to spend a little
money, and was asking that his request be considered in the budget for the ensuing fiscal year.
The Secretary/Treasurer’s report was made by Roger. He said that the Association had receipts
of $5,793 for the year ended June 30, 2007; disbursements of $2,903, and a balance of $17,802,
of which $5,098 is checking account and $12,704 in certificate of deposit. A detail schedule is
attached.
Dean Eller said that she would review the financial records for the year ended June 30, 2007.
Roger is to send the records to her after the Conference is concluded.
Next, the Board discussed and approved the budget for the fiscal years 6/30/2008 and 6/30/2009;
budgeting receipts of $3,770 and $3,800, and disbursements of $3,160 and $3,000, respectively
for the two years. That detailed schedule is included in the Income and Expense Statement
attached hereto.
Being no further business, the meeting adjourned.
Roger Eller, Secretary
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TENTH BIENNIAL CONFERENCE OF
THE ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION
JULY 21, 2007
President Tom Eller called the Tenth Biennial Meeting of the Eller Family Association to order
at 9:00 A.M., Saturday, July 21, 2007 at the Radisson Hotel, Akron, Ohio. Tom asked Secretary
Roger Eller whether the required minimum of thirty for a quorum is present. We did obtain the
required minimum of thirty by herding a few into the meeting room from the hallway and lobby.
President Tom summarized the accomplishments made during past two years. He also noted that
even without an Editor, the Eller Chronicles have continued to be published.
He then read the names of those who have deceased during the past two years. They were;
Gerald Eller of Harvard, NE; Marialese Hansen of Oakdale, CA; Vance Eller of NC; Sharon
Huffman of Winnsboro, TX; Tommy Eller, Chattanooga, TN;Eloise Beratti; Merle Baldwin;
Yvonne Eller; David Eller Ellison; Joe David Eller, Knoxville, TN; Christine R. Brown,
Asheville, NC; Ruth Eller, Hermitage, TN; Leetha Renwick of Long Beach, CA; Sidney
Vaughn Floyd, N. Little Rock, AR; John Eller of Skiatook, OK; Betty Eller of Fishers, IN; and
Joe C. Eller of Houston, TX.
Next on the agenda was to consider the site for the Eleventh Biennial Conference to be held in
the year 2009. Karen Pelzman made a compelling presentation on Thursday to have the meeting
in Nashville, Tennessee. Following an acknowledgement from Karen that she would be the
Conference Coordinator, the site of Nashville was approved for the Conference to be held on
July 24-27, 2009.
The members then discussed the topic of DNA. The overwhelming sentiment about the subject
was quite positive. Compliments were expressed regarding Dr. Freed’s very informative talk on
Thursday. Approval was given by the Membership that the DNA work be approved as a project
by the Association.
The next subject for consideration of the Membership was the changes to the bylaws as
recommended by the Board of Directors. Those recommended changes were published in the
February issue of the newsletter and modified during discussions at the meeting. The changes as
made by this Conference are attached hereto. The Conference further requested that the new
bylaws be published in the August issue of the Chronicles.
President Tom then thanked the outgoing board members, Anna Marie Bliss, Lynn Eller, and
Sue Koenig for their service to the Association.
Tom then called on Lynn, the Chairman of the Nominating Committee, to present the nominees
for the officers and directors for the 2007-2009 term of office. Lynn took a few minutes to
reflect on the past; naming the past officers of the Association. The nominees for the 2007-09
term are: President-Edward K. Eller, Dalton, GA; Vice President-Eric D. Eller, Soquel, CA;
Secretary/Treasurer-Roger F. Eller, Sneads Ferry, NC; Directors-George Eller, Fort Worth, TX;
Joe R. Eller, Winston Salem, NC; Nancy Eller, Crowley, TX; Tom Eller, Woodland Park, CO,
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and Lois Hardy, Clinton, OH. The nominees were then duly elected and Tom handed the gavel to
Ed.
President Ed challenged the group to make an exerted effort to recruit more members, especially
younger ones. He suggested that each one of us sponsor someone; brother, sister, cousin, or any
Eller descendant; and pay the initial dues. We would increase the membership substantially by
doing this.
Ed said that he asked his son-in-law, Randy Poplin, to take the editorship of The Eller
Chronicles. Although Randy is very busy with his work, he consented, with Ed’s help and
assistance, to take over as editor. Ed asked that each one of us to write an article, or story, about
our life and submit it for publication in the Chronicles. He noted that the editor cannot publish
information in the newsletter if we do not send it to him.
Next on the agenda was to consider the proposed budget for the ensuing two years. The budget
was approved as proposed by the Board of Directors, a copy of which is attached.
Dwight Eller asked if we are continuing to do any research to ascertain our roots back to Europe.
Ed responded that the research which we did a few years ago, together with some paid
assistance, turned up nothing that specifically tied our ancestors to a definite place. We have no
research under way presently.
Ed said that he has an enormous amount of files and data which he received from Gerald Eller.
It was suggested that someone go through and sort this information and then place it in the
archives at the Rowan County Library.
Tom stated that we have no one presently to respond to inquiries from people with questions
about their ancestry. Ed suggested that we send these inquiries to him and he would try to get
them to the proper one to respond. Julia suggested that to get the web site more user friendly
would help.
Ed announced that the Board of Directors would meet in the hospitality room #329 at 4:00 P.M.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.
Roger Eller, Secretary

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OF THE ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION
JULY 21, 2007
Pursuant to a called meeting of the Board of Directors by President Ed Eller, the following
members of the board met at 4:00 P.M. in the Hospitality Room of the Radisson Hotel, Akron,
Ohio: Ed Eller, President, Roger Eller, Secretary/Treasurer, Directors; Joe R. Eller, Nancy Eller,
Tom Eller, and Lois Hardy. Also present were several non members of the board.
Ed stated that we need someone to succeed Lois as the Historian. He asked Julia if she would
take that responsibility, and she replied that she would. Julia requested that all who made photos
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to email ( julia2834@earthlink.net )or send them to her for inclusion in the scrapbook which
goes to the Rowan County Library.
Joe Eller said that we have several tee shirts left over from 2005. Following discussion, the
Board agreed to sell them for $5 each. Joe further sated that he has a shirt for each of the ten
biennial meetings except for the years 1989, 1991 and 1995; and that he will try to get those.
Tom Eller noted that these Conference meetings, we old timers tend to devote our time to
fellowship; which is good; however, he suggested that we should be more amenable to providing
assistance to the newer participants with their genealogy, setting aside a block of time for our
experts to work with those who wish help. Ed said that he agrees with the idea and that we could
have computers with EFA databases, Internet access, and a printer to help those looking for
genealogical history.
Anne suggested that we consider rearranging the conference to have the optional tour on
Thursday, the meetings and speakers on Friday, and devote Saturday to more than just the silent
auction and banquet. Ed mentioned that we consider someone other than the conference host to
handle the auction.
The Board entertained considerable discussion and comments about DNA, and agreed that we
should pursue the effort. Tom volunteered to head up the project. The idea is to have about ten
Eller descendants (males) have their DNA taken to establish a base for the study. The Board
approved to fund the project by committing up to $3,000.
Ed said that he continues to get many requests for the John Jacob Eller book. He thought that
maybe we could have several printed and do a spiral binding ourselves. It may be necessary to
make the book into two volumes. We could probably keep the cost under $50. Ed said he would
look into our doing this.
Ed then commented about the crafts which we bring for the silent auction at the conferences. He
said that we need to do more of them as it is a fun project and is a good fund raiser for the
Association. Anne and Lois agreed to co-chair this project.
Next, the Board discussed the George Michael Eller database. Ed suggested that it be put in a
jedcom file. Joe said to put it in a pdf and it cannot be changed or printed.
Ed appointed Tom to look into the website to see what we have; i.e. how much capacity, etc. Ed
said that he is going to inquire about a paid web master. Tom noted that we should check our
URL license for the website. Tom was to provide this information to the Board.
The next meeting of the board is scheduled for October 14, 2007, 8:00 P.M. Eastern time by
telephone hookup.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.
Roger Eller, Secretary
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ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION
TENTH BIENNIAL CONFERENCE SUMMARY
AKRON, OHIO
July 19-21, 2007
The Tenth Biennial Conference officially opened at 9:00 A.M., Thursday, July 19, 2007 at the
Radisson Hotel, Akron, Ohio. The first item on the conference agenda was a Board of Directors
meeting, the minutes of which are separately reported.
Following the directors’ meeting, Karen Pelzman made a presentation to the group for the 2009
Conference to be held in Nashville, Tennessee. Karen and her mother, Betty Eller Russelavage,
had handouts of brochures, maps, tour information etc., promoting the city as the site of out next
biennial conference. They made an excellent presentation.
Next on the agenda was a talk by James M. Freed, Ph.D., a retired professor from Delaware,
Ohio. The title of his talk was “Finding and Confirming Eller Family Relationships through
DNA Studies”. Dr. Freed made a very informative and interesting explanation of how genetic
genealogy works, and that the use thereof is now widely accepted. He noted that the DNA
method of indicating relationships is often used to augment traditional genealogy studies. (I
mostly just listened to him, and failed to make notes).
After a break for lunch, the Conference continued with a welcome by Mike Freeman, a
councilman for the City of Akron. He extended a hardy welcome and told us of the many
“firsts” of the City. Akron is the home of the Soap Box Derby, and the home of the zeppelin,
which is housed in the largest building in the world without internal supports. As the “rubber
capital of the world” the five major tire manufacturers all had plants in Akron; however, no tires
are now made in Akron except those for race cars. The factory buildings have been either torn
down or stand empty. Goodyear still has its headquarters in Akron. The city is now big in the
polymer business. Akron is the home of Hugh Downs and LaBron James. LaBron has a house
under construction in Akron that has about 35,000 square feet. The city is now called the
“foreclosure capital of the world”.
Lynda Croasmun, being the next speaker on the program, spoke about “the Ellers in Smyth
County, Virginia.” She told about how her interest in genealogy began when she and her family
were in a restaurant that had a placemat with a genealogy chart on it. She started filling it out
and realized that she could not list her ancestry past grandparents. Her genealogy continues to be
a work in progress.
Nancy Eller, former Secretary/Treasurer of the Association, talked about the previous
conferences. She and Walt have attended all except the ninth two years ago in Winston Salem.
They could not make the trip to that one due to Walt’s illness. She noted that of the ten
conferences, four have been in North Carolina; Salisbury twice, (1989 and 2001), Asheville
(1995), Winston Salem (2005), and one each in Colorado (Estes Park 1991), Oregon (Portland
1993), Texas (Ft. Worth 1997), California (San Diego 1999), Georgia (Hiawassee 2003), and
Ohio (Akron 2007). Nancy reiterated that she remembered Ed Eller wearing his Confederate
General’s uniform in San Diego and Joe C. Eller in Asheville kicking off his shoes and dancing
to the tune “Rocky Top”.
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Julia Eller then reported on the George Michael Eller database which she has worked on for over
twelve years. She used the “Hook book” as the basis and now has developed a database of over
eleven thousand names. She sent the file to Staples to have a hard copy printed; however, it
contained too many pages for it to be bound. She reduced it to only nine generations, had it
printed and bound using the spiral type binder. Copies of this book have been sent to the Rowan
County Library, the Wilkes County Library, and the State Archives at Raleigh. Following
discussion, it was suggested that the web master look into the possibility of putting the database
on the web site. The group expressed thanks to Julia for her hard work and accomplishment on
behalf of the Association.
Ed Eller was on the program for the next half hour. He said that the Association has lost three
members during the last four months who have been longtime members and valuable
contributors to the Association. They were John Eller, Skiatook, Oklahoma; Betty Eller, Fishers,
Indiana; and Joe C. Eller of Houston Texas. Ed reiterated the story of how his interest in the
Association came to be. His niece, Anna Marie Bliss, had given Ed a membership application to
which he paid little attention. Finally, Anna Marie paid the membership fee for him. Ed then
went to the Conference in Portland, and there had a wonderful time meeting the other Ellers. He
then developed a vital interest in his genealogy, and went on to co-author the John Jacob Eller
book with Gerald Eller’s help.
Ed asked how many present had attended all ten conferences. None had; however, Walt &
Nancy Eller, Lynn Eller, and Dwight Eller all have attended nine.
The next day, Friday, began with the usual buffet breakfast at the Radisson. Then forty two of us
loaded a bus at 8:00 A.M. for the trip to the Amish country. After traveling for about an hour to
the Amish country, we stopped at the village of Berlin. The bus unloaded at Sol’s, a huge store
featuring many products made locally by the Amish craftsmen. We had lunch at the Carlisle Inn
of Sugar Creek and afterward browsed the little shops in the village. Several took advantage of a
horse drawn buggy ride. The bus stopped at the Breitenbach Wine Cellars for a wine tasting and
more shopping. An hour’s drive back north and we were at our hotel. I think we all enjoyed our
trip to the Amish country.
Saturday, the third and final day of the Conference, began at 9:00 A.M. with the Biennial
Meeting of the Membership, the minutes of which comprise a separate report. Following that
meeting, the group was free to visit the banquet room to place bids on the various items on
display for the silent auction, or visit the hospitality room for conversation with old
acquaintances (those you have known for some time, not necessarily elderly, although several of
us are). Otherwise, time was at leisure until the 4:00 P.M. Board of Directors meeting, the
minutes of which you will find elsewhere.
The group gathered outside the hotel at 5:15, dressed in banquet attire, for picture taking.
Then we made our way back inside for the banquet. There were sixty three present for the grand
event of the Conference. We were served according to our pre-selected menu. Lois had ordered
a big birthday cake to celebrate our twentieth anniversary. It was a little late arriving, about
which Lois was not too happy. However, the evening brightened up considerably with the
wonderful entertainment which she and Lee had planned. David and Dawn Eller, of Dublin,
Ohio, a very talented couple, sang several songs for our pleasure. David is the nephew of Lois
Hardy. David Irwin, who also has a wonderful voice, sang several selections. He noted that his
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four children, ages from twelve to seven, usually accompany him. Tom Craven, a magician, then
commanded out attention for a while with his repertoire of magic acts.
The time now arrived for presentation of awards. Tom presented the President’s Award to Joe &
Dean Eller for their hosting the Ninth Biennial Conference at Winston Salem. Lynn Eller
presented the James W. Hook Award to Julia & Roger for compiling the George Michael Eller
database; and Lynn presented the EFA Award to Tom Eller for his meritorious service of the past
two years. All three awards were nice clocks with engraved names of the recipients and name of
the award. Thanks are extended to all those for their dedication and service to the Association.
Thus ended the Tenth Biennial Conference of The Eller Family Association.
Roger Eller, Secretary

The beautiful EFA Cake prepared especially for the Banquet.
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ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION
INCOME AND EXPENSE STATEMENT
Year End 6-30-06
Year End 6-30-07
Budget Year End
Budget
Income:
Conference:
Registrations
Donations for tee shirts
Tee shirt sales

1,315
498
416

Raffle Eller rug
Total Conference
Income
Dues, regular
Dues, life
Sale GME books
Sale Chronicles
Interest income
Total Income
Expenses:
Publishing Chronicles
Conference expenses
Cost of tee shirts
Eller website
Purchase GME books
Postage
Telephone & Officers
Exp
Office supplies, etc
Surety bond
Research
Contingency
Total Expenses

Actual

Budget

Actual

600

233

____
5,000
2,400

600
1,200
150

2117
0

2,117

3,473
750
440
42
____
7,167

3,800
750
1,000

2,700
0
272

2,700

2,700

300

300

____
6,150

704
5,793

770
3,770

800
3,800

1,341
3,959
641
519
1,200
38

3,000

2,000

2,000

500

340

200

1,485
100
599
239
0
43

100

100

0
20
183
0
234
2,903

60
200

60
200

300
3,160

300
3,000

2,890

610

800

600

200
100
200
600
750
6,200

____
7,881

200
100
200
1,000
850
6,150

-1,200

-714

0

Cash Bal Beg of Period
Cash Bal End of Period:
Checking account
C/D @ 5.2% due 1/22/07
Total
Encumbered funds:
For publications:
Balance beginning of
period
Receipts (sale of books)

15,626

14,912

4,912
10,000
14,912

5,098
12,704
17,802

5,239
440

4,479
272

Net Income/(Deficit) for
Period

6/30/09

_____

2,462
3,500
500
1,000

6/30/08

183

Purchase GME books
-1,200
____
Balance end of period
4,479
4,751
Note: The Board of Directors authorized expenditure of up to $3,000 for DNA study (7/21/07)
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Roger Eller, Treasurer

ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION
TENTH BIENNIAL CONFERENCE
AKRON, OHIO
JULY 18-22, 2007
LIST OF ATTENDEES

Bame, Fred; 8744 Bame Rd, Colfax, NC 27235, email: fredbame@triad.rr.com
Bliss, Anna Marie & Jim; 258 S. 75th Place, Mesa, AZ 85208-1244, email
ajbliss@peoplepc.com
Cotner, Richard, Van Eller’s brother-in-law
Davis, Ethan & Ali, Emerson, Ella, 1305 Boxwood Lane, Apex, NC 27502
Eller, Clif, 1290 Peck St, Wasilla, AK 99687
Eller, David & Dawn, 7469 Gardenview Place, Dublin, OH 43016
Eller, Dennis & Susan, Michael, Kevin, 506 Lake Forest Dr, Bay Village, OH
sueller506@aol.com
Eller, Dwight , 1416 E. Kleindale Rd, Tucson, AZ 85719
Eller, Ed & Betty, Molly; 1124 Ridgeleigh Circle, Dalton, GA 30720; email:
catri123@windstream.net
Eller, Homer & Patsy, 1332 Boiling Springs Rd, Purlear, NC 28655
Eller, Jim & Carol, 5678 Glenmere Pl, Barberton, OH 44203; email: cje568@aol.com
Eller, Joe & Dean, 2610 Nantucket Dr, Winston Salem, NC 27103 jrgdeller@bellsouth.net
Eller, Kent & Elinor Naizer, 2515 Yule Tree Dr, Edgewater, FL 32141, email: tneke@ucnsb.net
Eller, Lynn, 42 28th Street NW, Atlanta, GA 30309-1806
Eller, Roger & Julia, P O Box 515, Sneads Ferry, NC 28460, email: rfjse@earthlink.net
Eller, Scott, 322 Cornell Dr, Lakeworth, FL 33460, email: scotteller@yahoo.com
Eller, Tom & Anne, 1311 Masters Dr, Woodland Park, CO 80863, email: aleller129@aol.com
Eller, Van, 6455 E. 116th St, Fishers, IN 46038
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Eller, Walt & Nancy; 500 E. Mission St, Crowley, TX 76036, email: ellerng@earthlink.net
Hardy, Larry & Karen, 5831 Serenade Dr, Clinton, OH 44216
Hardy, Lois & Lee; 2680 Delhi Dr, Clinton, OH 44216, email: loishy@aol.com
Hochstetler, Barbara & Bill, 134 Norwood St, Barberton, OH 44203, email:
palpalhawii05@aol.com
Irwin, David, Clinton, Ohio
Irwin, Mae, Clinton, Ohio
Lance, Jack & Reba, 1409 Segovia Pl, The Villages, FL 32162
Lance, Myrtie, 2570 Shoreline Dr. A-3, Akron, OH 44314
Lance, Pat, 1265 Bellows St, Akron, OH 44301-1765
Lemons, Denny & Lori, 6104 Shipslanding NW, Canton, OH 44718
Liggett, Dan & Lauren; 2619 Heathergold Dr, Houston, TX 77084, email:
liggett81@yahoo.com
Miller, Britney
Mitchell, Erin, Daughter of Larry & Karen Hardy, Clinton, Ohio
North, Carla; 350 S. Del Valle Ave, Tucson, AZ 85711
Pelzman, Karen, 509 N Poplar St, Paris, TN 38242, email: kpelzman2003@yahoo.com
Russelavage, Betty, 509 N. Poplar St, Paris, TN 38242
Scott, Sharon E., 4106 Bar Harbor Ct, Granbury, TX 76049, email: sharonscott12@charter.net
Skirvin, Jennette & Rick, Carter, J.W., 610 N. Jefferson St., Centralia, MO 65240
jskirvin@socket.net
Tori Decker,(with the Skirvins)
Snyder, Jim & Betty, 712 Ginseng Dr. WCC, Vass, NC 28394
Walker, Bill & Christine; 695 Old NC 268 W, Wilkesboro, NC 28697
Zimmerman, Brian & Lindsay, 5840 Knob Hill Dr. NW, Canton, OH 44718
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A Note from the Hosts of our 2007 EFA Conference…
Tenth Biennial Conference of the Eller Family Association
(Radisson Hotel in Akron/Fairlawn, Ohio July 18-22)
We believe the Conference was a great success and everything went as planned and we hope that
everyone had a good time.
We want to thank everyone that came and we especially want to thank all those that helped Lee
and me with all the things we had to do. All of you that were there knew I was having a rough time
with all the pain I was in. I had my total hip replacement surgery two days after the conference and
I am happy to tell you that I am doing great with no pain and walking with no walker or cane after
five weeks since my surgery. I want to thank all of you for your prayers, cards and phone calls. They
really meant a lot to me, what a great bunch.
I want to thank Tom, Joe, Dean and Roger for helping me with the plans for the conference. Any
time I had a problem with something, I would call one of them for help and I always got the answers.
I learned to do a lot on the computer that I did not know I could do. I sent out an E-mail requesting
the four tee shirts that I did not have, and right away I got an e-mail from Nancy Eller in Texas
telling me she had them and would get them sent to me right away. Now how quick is that for a
response from someone… thanks Nancy! I also want to thank Lynn Eller for his idea to have the
States put on the back of the tee shirts showing all the places we have had our ten Conferences.
What a great idea!
Thanks Karen Pelzman for agreeing to have our 2009 Conference in Nashville, TN, and to be the
hostess for the conference. We all really appreciate it! We also want to thank our speakers we had
on Thursday. President Tom Eller was in charge of our board meeting; Karen Pelzman spoke about
having the next conference in Nashville, TN. Jim Freed spoke on DNA; Mike Freeman (Friend of our
family) told us a lot about our Akron and surrounding area's… it was very interesting. Lynda W.
Croasman spoke on Eller's in Smyth County, VA. Nancy Eller did a great job on telling us all about
each conference we have had in the past 20 years. Thanks to Julia Eller for your talk on Genealogy…
you are a great speaker!
Thanks Ed Eller for your talk on us trying to get more young people interested in the conference's
and for each of us to invite at least one Eller relation to join us. Thanks to everyone that brought
items for the silent auction. The auction always seems to be a fun thing for everyone and hopefully
we will have more involvement in it for the next conference.
We also want to thank our entertainment we had on Saturday night after our banquet. We all
enjoyed my nephew David Eller and his wife Dawn Eller for their beautiful singing and also David
Irwin (Friend of Lois and Lee for many years) what great voices they all have and I believe we all
enjoyed the magician Tom Craven.
Last but not least, I always bought several chances on the Eller rug that Ed Eller always donated
and never did win and that also goes for this conference. So, Ed felt sorry for me and this time he
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brought along an extra rug just in case I didn't win. Since Jim Eller won the rug, Ed gave me one…
now I am very happy. Thanks Ed!
Lee and I really did enjoy hosting the Conference and we will be looking forward to the next one
in Nashville, TN.
Lois (Eller) Hardy and Lee Hardy

Roger Eller registering guests at the Conference
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Dwight Eller, Julia Eller, Walt and Nancy Eller in the Hospitality Room.

Board Meeting in the Hospitality Room

Anne and Tom Eller at the Board Meeting
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Our Hosts for the 2007 EFA Conference, Lois and Lee Hardy

Myrtie Lance, Jack and Reba Lance
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Speaker, Mike Freeman, Akron City Councilman speaking with President, Tom Eller

Tom Eller passing the gavel to new President, Edward Eller.
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Presentation of the EFA Meeting shirts over the past years.

Jim and Carol Eller
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Molly Poplin, daughter of Randy and Tammy Poplin, granddaughter of Ed and Betty Eller
poses in front of the Carlisle Inn where the luncheon was held.

Clara North and Dwight Eller
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Kent Eller and Eleanor (Ellie) Nazier

Lunch at the Carlisle Inn
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Attendees of the lunch at the Carlisle Inn
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Participants of the bus tour to the Amish Community
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Pat Lance and Karen Hardy while shopping in the Amish Community

Ethan and Ali Davis with children, Emerson and Ella while on the bus tour.
Ethan is the grandson of the late Jean Eller Davis
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While on the bus tour, we saw the house of Labron James,
basketball player for the Cleveland Cavaliers.

Buggy ride including Homer and Patsy Eller and Barbara Hochstetler. Barbara just happens to
live on Norwood Street, the same street Ed Eller lived on as a child.
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Betty Snyder, Ed & Betty Eller with granddaughter Molly Poplin while on bus tour.

Silent Auction participants looking over the items available to bid on.
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Betty Russelavage, Julia Eller, Christine and Bill Walker.

A few of the items available during the Silent Auction.
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Lynn Eller, Eleanor Nazier and Kent Eller with Bill Hochstetler in the background.

Van Eller, Richard Cotner, Walt Eller, Sharon Scott (daughter of Walt & Nancy Eller)
and Nancy Eller.
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Fred Bame, Cliff Eller and Dean Eller at the EFA Banquet

Joe Eller, Homer and Patsy Eller
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Denny and Lori Lemons and Brian and Lindsey Zimmerman

Betty Russelavage and Karen Pelzman. Karen will be hosting the 2009 EFA Conference
In Nashville, Tennessee.
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Rick and Jeannette Skirvin, Tori Decker and Hayden Decker

Dan and Laura Liggett
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Kevin and Michael Eller, Jim and Carol Eller, Dennis and Susan Eller

Scott Eller, son of Jim and Carol Eller
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Erin Hardy Mitchell and dad Larry Hardy. Larry is the son of Lois and Lee Hardy

Anne and Tom Eller, Roger and Julia Eller
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Mae Irwin and Lois Hardy

Jim and Betty Snyder, daughter of Myrtie Lance
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Anna Marie Bliss, niece of Ed & Kent Eller and Lois Hardy.

Magician, Tom Caven, provided entertainment for the Banquet.
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Myrtie Lance, mother of Patsy and Jack Lance and Betty Snyder.
Myrtie is also the Aunt of Ed, Jim and Kent Eller and Lois Hardy

Lynn Eller presenting the Awards.
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Roger and Julia Eller receiving the James W. Hook Award for compiling
the George Michael Eller Database

Joe and Dean Eller receiving the President’s Award from Tom Eller.
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David and Dawn Eller singing at the EFA Banquet. David is the son of Paul and Zelda Eller.

David Irwin singing at the Banquet.
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Ed Eller presenting an Eller Family Tree Rug to Lois Hardy for hosting the 2007 EFA Conference.

Lynda Croasmun speaking on the Ellers of Smyth County Virginia.
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Ed Eller presenting an Eller Family Tree Rug to Jim and Carol Eller,
the lucky winners in the drawing this year.

The Jacob Eller Descendants
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The George Michael Eller Descendants

BY-LAWS
Of
THE ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION
As Amended by the Tenth Biennial Conference at Akron, Ohio July 21, 2007
Underlined words are to be deleted and italicized words added
ARTICLE I - NAME
The name of this non-profit association shall be THE ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION.
ARTICLE II - STATEMENT OF PURPOSE
The purpose of the ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION shall be:
1. To promote a sense of kinship and a consciousness of ELLER history and tradition.
2. To promote and publicize local family reunions.
3. To hold a biennial family conference open to all ELLER and allied family members
worldwide.
4. To encourage the restoration and maintenance of cemeteries or other sites of meaning to
various ELLER families.
5. To encourage and aid genealogical and historical research on ELLER and allied families
worldwide.
6. To encourage and assist in the publication of ELLER family histories and ELLER related
genealogies.
7. To publish THE ELLER CHRONICLES, which shall be the official publication of the
Association.

Page 45

THE ELLER CHRONICLES

Volume XXI, Issue 3

ARTICLE III - MEMBERSHIP
1. Membership in THE ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION (hereafter EFA) shall be open to all
persons and organizations subscribing to its purposes and paying annual dues
has paid dues to date.
2. Any member may withdraw from membership by filing resignation with the Secretary of EFA,
or by non-payment of dues.
3. Any member may be removed, with or without cause, at any meeting by a two-thirds vote of
the members in attendance at a duly constituted general membership meeting .
ARTICLE IV - DUES AND MEMBERSHIP
1. Annual dues shall be set by the Board of Directors and shall be for the fiscal year ending June
30. Membership dues shall include four quarterly issues of the ELLER CHRONICLES.
Dues of persons joining during the year shall be prorated to the nearest quarter. Back issues
of THE ELLER CHRONICLES shall be made available to members and non-members at a
cost set by the Board of Directors.
2. Charter Members are those who were accepted for membership prior to November 1, 1988.
3. Donor Members are those who contribute $35.00 annually.
4. Sustaining Members are those who contribute $100.00 annually.
5. Honorary Life Members are those recognized by the Board of Directors for outstanding
contributions to the EFA. They are exempt from annual dues. Life Members are those who have
paid Life Membership dues.
6. Contributions are amounts paid beyond the amount of dues required for membership, and
shall be acceptable at any time. Contributions may be designated by the donor for any EFA
approved project of donor’s choice.
ARTICLE V - MEETINGS
1. Regular meetings of the EFA membership shall be held every other year in conjunction with
the Eller Family Conference, the time and place designated by the Board of Directors. The goal
will be to hold meetings in the East, West, and Middle regions of the U. S.
2 Any meeting of the EFA membership shall be duly constituted when the following criteria are
met:
a. At least 30 members are present, 10 of whom shall be Ellers by birth.
b. No less than 4 states are represented.
c. A quorum shall consist of 30 members, plus 10 members including at least three
members of the Board of Directors.
3. The general membership meeting of EFA shall include the election of officers and board
members, the President’s annual report, and other business as may properly come before the
meeting.
4. Notice of any EFA meeting shall:
a. Be announced in THE ELLER CHRONICLES.
b. Shall be postmarked at least 60 days prior to the scheduled date if sent by mail.
c. Include a proposed budget, and an agenda approved by the Board of Directors. The
agenda will be adhered to at all membership meetings.
5. Meetings of the Board of Directors shall be held as provided in Article II Article VII .
ARTICLE VI - OFFICERS
1. The officers of the EFA shall consist of a President, Vice President and Secretary-Treasurer.
2. Officers shall be members in good standing and shall also serve as members of the Board of
Directors. Officers and Directors shall serve for a term of two years, and thereafter shall be
eligible for the same office upon the unanimous approval of the Board and thereafter shall be
eligible to be reelected to the same office upon the approval of the Board and election by the
members.
3. Nominations for office shall:
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a. Be made by a committee of three or more members appointed by the President at least
six months prior to the regular biennial meeting.
b. Be made from the floor at general membership meetings.
c. Be made by any member contacting the President, in writing, with a petition signed by
at least (5) members requesting a named member be placed in nomination and included on the
ballot.
d. Nominees must sign a statement agreeing to serve prior to being nominated from the
floor or by written petition.
4. A vacancy in any office shall be filled by the Board of Directors prior to serve until the next
general membership meeting.
5. The duties of the officers shall be substantially as provided herein, with such other duties as
may be assigned by the Board.
The President shall:
a. Preside over the meetings of the Board of Directors and the general meetings of the
EFA membership.
b. Carry out the policies of the EFA as established by the Board of Directors.
c. Appoint project coordinators and support their efforts.
d. Appoint committees and send a complete list of all committees to the secretary to be
retained in the minutes book.
e. Publish an annual report to the membership in the February issue of THE ELLER
CHRONICLES.
f. Submit a proposed annual budget to the Board of Directors for approval by January 1,
a copy to be published in February issue of THE ELLER CHRONICLES.
The Vice President shall:
a. Fulfill the duties of the President in the latter’s absence.
b. Shall promote the policies and projects of the EFA.
The Secretary/Treasurer shall:
a. Record and transcribe the minutes of all general membership meetings of the EFA,
and maintain a permanent minute book.
b. Maintain a current roster of the membership of the EFA and provide mailing labels to
the printer of THE ELLER CHRONICLES.
c. Be the custodian of all official records exclusive of those pertaining to the
responsibilities of the Editor of THE ELLER CHRONICLES.
d. Receive all inquiries to the EFA other than those specifically directed to other officers
or members of the Board.
e. Be the principal accounting and financial officer of the Association. He/She shall have
charge of and be responsible for the maintenance of adequate books of account, have charge and
custody of all funds and securities received for and in the name of the EFA from any source and
be responsible for the disbursement thereof. Any exception from this procedure shall require
unanimous consent of the Board of Directors.
f. Make annual financial reports to the EFA membership in THE ELLER CHRONICLES,
February issue.
ARTICLE VII - BOARD OF DIRECTORS
1. The officers, elected or appointed directors, and the Editor of THE ELLER CHRONICLES
shall constitute the Board of Directors.
2. The term of service governing officers shall apply to all members of the Board of Directors.
3. The Board of Directors shall:
a. Meet once a year, if feasible, or every other year in conjunction with the general
meeting.
b. Establish policies that govern all matters that pertain to the business and operation of
the EFA and approve all programs and projects that advance the purposes of the EFA.
c. Authorize the expenditure of monies for duly approved projects to further the purposes
of EFA.
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d. Authorize and fund an audit of the EFA account ledgers a review of the financial
records of the Association as deemed appropriate by the Board.
4. A quorum of the Board shall consist of four elected Board members plus including at least one
officer. Notice of all Board meetings shall be published in THE ELLER CHRONICLES. Board
meetings shall be open to all members of EFA.
5. Minutes of all board meetings shall be published in THE ELLER CHRONICLES.

ARTICLE VIII - COMMITTEES
A committee shall be defined as a group appointed by the President or Board of Directors to accomplish a
specific goal, such as the “Nominating Committee”.
Project Coordinators shall be defined as one member appointed by the President or Board of Directors to
perform a specific task, such as “coordinate the biennial conference”. A project coordinator may seek the
advice and help of any other member of the EFA in carrying out an assignment.
1. The President shall:
a. Establish such committees as he or the board deem necessary. He shall assign their
mission, and limit their size and tenure. A committee shall be dissolved when its mission has
been accomplished, or upon the expiration of its designated term.
b. Appoint project coordinators to coordinate the efforts of many members to accomplish
an
assigned task that might require more than the efforts of a committee.
ARTICLE IX - AMENDMENTS
The By-Laws may be amended by the Board of Directors and presented at the following
Amendents to the bylaws may be proposed by the Board at a general meeting for approval by the
membership.
ARTICLE X - DISSOLUTION
Upon the dissolution of THE ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION and/or the final completion of its
business affairs, the remaining assets of the Association shall be distributed to one of the following:
1. The National Genealogical Society
2. An organization engaged in research of the Germanic migration to the United States, such as
THE AUGUSTAN SOCIETY, INC. If possible the stipulation to use those funds for researching the
migration of ELLERS to the United States.
3. The upkeep of the ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION ARCHIVES, if an archives has been
established located at the Rowan County Library, Salisbury, North Carolina.
THESE BY-LAWS AS LAST AMENDED July 12, 2003 July 21, 2007.

*****************************************************************************
REMINDER FROM THE EDITOR...
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PLEASE SEND ME ANY INFORMATION YOU WOULD LIKE TO
INCLUDE IN THE NOVEMBER ELLER CHRONICLES!
YOU CAN EITHER EMAIL TO ME AT: rpoplin@dutil.com
OR
MAIL TO ME AT:
RANDY POPLIN
1911 TARA PLACE, DALTON, GA 30720
*****************************************************************************

Honorary Doctorate Recipient
Credits Professor for Helping Him
Reach Pinnacle of Success
By RANDAL HOLCOMBE

At left, J. Gerald Eller ’43 rests at a waterfall.
Almost six decades have passed since a young
biology professor from Western, J. Gerald Eller ’43, and
his standout student, Robert M. Failing ’51, fought their
way through dense undergrowth to the summit of
Waterrock Knob, 6,292-foot sentinel of the Plott Balsam
range in Jackson County. These days, the Blue Ridge
Parkway and a half-mile tourist-friendly trail provide easy
access, but ascending the mountain was a different
matter back then—before there was either a parkway or a
trail. And while this climb in the spring of 1948 did not
enter the annals of mountaineering history as a notable
event, the ascent of Waterrock Knob by Eller and Failing
did turn out to be a harbinger of the considerable
accomplishments that lay ahead in the lives of each.
Eller, now retired and living in Arden, first met Failing
when the Michigan native enrolled at Western in 1948.
He was “one of the brightest students I ever had,” Eller
said. A Robbinsville native, Eller received his bachelor’s
degree in science and mathematics at Western and, after
serving in the military in World War II, returned to
Cullowhee to teach in 1947. He was conducting research
into mayfly distribution when he, Failing and another
student headed to the north fork of Scotts Creek, at the
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base of Waterrock Knob, to have a campout. Eller and Failing decided to climb the mountain the next
day. The teacher and student followed the north fork into the mountains, and then one of its tributaries,
Narrow Cove Branch, before they started bushwhacking their way toward Waterrock Knob. The slight trail
they had been following quickly petered out, and the two were faced with a final steep pitch up the
Southern slope of the mountain, which rises about 1,200 feet in the last half-mile. Failing led the way.
“We just beat our way through the brush. I followed him all the way to the top of the mountain,” Eller said.
Three years later, Failing received his bachelor’s degree at Western and, after earning a medical degree
at Duke University Medical School, began a 40-year career as a pathologist in Southern California.
During the mid-1970s, he embarked on a serious mountaineering career that took him to the top of the
highest peaks on six of the world’s seven continents, and to the highest points in all 50 U.S. states.
Eller went on to earn his doctoral degree at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and was
named the first dean of Western’s School of Arts and Sciences in 1967. He taught continuously at the
university from 1947 until his retirement in 1983, establishing his place among the legends in Western’s
long and storied tradition of outstanding teaching. In fact, it was Eller’s impact as a teacher that dominate
Failing’s comments as he returned to Cullowhee in May to accept an honorary doctorate of science
degree from the university, given in recognition of his accomplishments of mind and body, and his and
wife Nancyann’s longstanding support for Western in the areas of academics, athletics, student recreation
and the arts.

After receiving the honor at spring commencement, Failing told the audience that his first college
experience, in California, did not go well. He was a young man lacking direction when he arrived at
Western, but he met a “truly inspirational” teacher who would have a profound effect on his life—
Gerald Eller. “Over the 56 years since I graduated from Western, I have reflected many times on the
impact this institution has had upon my life—what has made the difference between who I was, and who I
became. It was, and is, the faculty—the dedicated teachers like Dr. Eller,” he said. “To Dr. Eller and
Western Carolina, I thank you very much.”

Obituaries
Jerri Lee Eller Cathey
Date of Death: 08/22/2007
Jerri Lee Eller Cathey, 62, of Wilmington, died Wednesday, August 22, 2007, at New Hanover Regional
Medical Center. Jerri was born November 2, 1944, in Gastonia, NC, daughter of Gerald and Juanita
Fisher Eller. Her brother, Steve Eller, preceded her in death.
Mrs. Cathey grew up in Cullowhee, NC and Chapel Hill, NC. She graduated from UNC Chapel Hill with
a Bachelors degree in English Education and from UNC Greensboro with a Masters degree in Educational
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Administration. Jerri was a high school English teacher in Pittsboro, NC and an instructor and
administrator at Forsyth Technical Community College in Winston-Salem, NC. She was a wonderful
wife, mother, grandmother, sister, and friend. She was beloved by her family and friends and loved
playing with her grandchildren, Lily and Andy. In addition to her parents, she is survived by her husband
of 40 years, Ty Cathey; two children, Joe Cathey, and Holly Walters and husband Tom; two
grandchildren, Lily and Andy; and a sister, Jeannie Hubbard and family.
A family memorial service will be held at a later date. Contributions may be made in her memory to the
NHRMC Foundation, 2259 S. 17th St, Wilmington, NC 28401, Attn: 8 South.

Ruby Clarece Eiler
Date of Death: 09/01/2007
Ruby Clarece Eiler, 93, of Noblesville, died Saturday, Sept 1, 2007, at Riverwalk Village in Noblesville.
Mrs. Eiler was a nurses’ aide at Riverview Hospital for 16 years, retiring in 1979. She then did private
duty nursing in various homes. She was born Dec. 7, 1913, near Arcadia, the daughter of Berlin and
Elsie (Eller) Newby. She was married to Ernest Carl Eiler Dec. 23, 1939. He preceded her in death Nov.
2, 1993.
Mrs. Eiler was a member of Arcadia Church of the Brethren. She is survived by two sons and daughterson law, James William and Marilyn Eiler of Indianapolis, and Jerry Dale and Laura Eiler of Lapel; two
grandchildren; six step-grandchildren; 18 great-grandchildren; and eight great-great grandchildren.
In addition to her husband, she was preceded in death by a granddaughter, Jenilee Eiler. She was the
daughter of Berlin Calop Newby and Elsie Cleo Eller of Hamilton County, Indiana.
Services were Sept. 5, 2007 at Arcadia Church of the Brethren. The Rev. Mark Knapp officiated. Burial
was in Arcadia Cemetary. Memorials may be made to Arcadia Church of the Brethren, c/o Hartley
Funeral Homes, P.O. Box 476, Arcadia, IN 46030.
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IL
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MARTIN
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MAUERY
McNEIL
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MORRISON
MUELLER
OVERTON
PARKER
PELZMAN
POPLIN
PORTER
POWERS
PRUETTE
RATHER
RAY
ROBERTSON
ROBISON
ROLFSON
RUETZ
RUSSELAVAGE
SHOOKE
SHOWKER
SIGMOND
SKIRVIN
SMITH
SMITH
SNYDER
STANLEY
STOLTE
STOUT
TAYLOR
TOMLINSON
TOPP
TROUTMAN
VAUGHN
VAUGHN
WALKER
WASHINGTON
WHATLEY
WHITAKER
WHITE
WILLIS
WISCONSIN
WOOD

LAUREN
WILBUR & OUIDA
THAD & CYNTHIA
MARGARET E.
SUSAN
MADGE E.
CONNIE
BRENDA
FOY MADINE
KATHLEEN STOKER
MARY K.
KAREN
TAMMY
JANINE ELLER
HARVEY W.
DELPHIA JO E.
ELIZABETH D.
SUSIE ROBERTS
KAREN LYNNE
RUSS
KATHERINE
JUANITA
BETTY
FLOYD / BETTY
JUDIE E.
MALCOM ELLER
JEANNETTE
BECKY/FLOYD
ROBERTA JUNE
BETTY
MRS. CLARICE
BETHEL ELLER
MARY E.
LINDA FAYE
LOUISE ELLER
JON D & BARBARA
PEGGY AGNER
DOROTHY ELLER
SHIRLEY ELLER
CHRISTINE E.
VELMA E.
FRANCES R.
JOAN E.
THOMAS E.
DR. DIANE
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
WILLIAM & MARY
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HOUSTON
TIGNALL
LEXINGTON
NASHVILLE
PULLMAN
FERGUSON
ST. FRANCIS
ALTO
LEESVILLE
MESA
ASHEVILLE
PARIS
DALTON
COEUR D'ALENE
BOYDTON
VALE
HERMOSA BEACH
CULLOWHEE
FAYETTEVILLE
TROUTVILLE
ALBERTA
JONESBOROUGH
PARIS
GAINSVILLE
STAUNTON
MONROVIA
CENTRALIA
KALISPELL
BOULDER
VASS
MARTIN'S FERRY
ATWOOD
MADISON
BETH PAGE
NOTTINGHAM
CHESTERFIELD
SALISBURY
N LITTLE ROCK
EAGLE POINT
WILKESBORO
GREENVILLE
JEFFERSON
ANDREWS
EDGEWATER
NORMAN
MADISON
SAVANNAH

ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION
TENTH BIENNIAL CONFERENCE
AKRON, OHIO
JULY 18-22, 2007
LOIS & LEE HARDY, COORDINATORS
FINANCIAL REPORT
Receipts:
Registrations fees
Tour
Banquet
Total registration receipts
Other receipts:

315.00
1,529.00
1,248.00
3,092.00

TX
GA
NC
TN
WA
NC
KS
GA
LA
AZ
NC
TN
GA
ID
VA
NC
CA
NC
NC
VA
Can
TN
TN
GA
VA
IN
MO
MT
CO
NC
OH
KS
FL
TN
PA
MO
NC
AR
OR
NC
SC
TX
NC
MD
OK
WI
GA
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Tee shirt sales
Donations received for cost of tee shirts
Silent auction
Rug raffle

Disbursements:
Bus tour and lunch
Banquet - Radisson Hotel
Tenth anniversary cake
Entertainment
Hospitality room - hotel
Refreshments
Visual aid equipment rental
Speaker fee
Awards
Tee shirts
Total disbursements
Net Profit

Volume XXI, Issue 3

578.00
600.00
236.50
180.00
4,686.50

1,379.00
1,194.35
67.99
200.00
376.16
18.98
131.81
130.00
161.06
599.08
4,258.43
428.07

ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
The purpose of the Eller Family Association is to draw all Ellers, regardless of their particular family
line, and allied families into a cooperative effort. We owe to the present generation and those of the
future, this effort to come together, explore and record our common roots and heritage.
The Eller Family Association has already demonstrated that this approach is the quickest and most
efficient mechanism for sharing family history and genealogical information.
The Mission Statement is that the Eller Family Association exists to assist all Eller and associated family
lines worldwide to:
Discover and preserve our historical past
Report current events and ongoing contributions
Develop and expand current family ties
Provide ongoing biennial meetings to summarize accomplishments
Socialize and provide inspired direction as we focus on the future.
A quarterly newsletter, The Eller Chronicles, is published and sent to each member in February, May,
August and November. Information on all Ellers in the United States and Europe, from the 17th century to
the current time is being gathered and made available.

Page 54

THE ELLER CHRONICLES

Volume XXI, Issue 3

To join the Association, please fill out the following information (to the extent known) and send with
check for $25 for an annual membership, or $250 for a lifetime membership, payable to the Eller Family
Association to:
Roger Eller, Secretary/Treasurer
Eller Family Association
P O Box 515
Sneads Ferry, NC 28460

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Name

___________________________________________________________

Address

___________________________________________________________

Telephone

______________________

Email _____________________________

Name, dates and place of oldest known ancestor _____________________________
_________________________________________________________________
Other family lines in which you are interested

___________________________________

If you have genealogical information or stories you would like to share with other Ellers in the
Chronicles, please send to: Edward K. Eller, 1124 Ridgeleigh Circle, Dalton, GA 30721
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EFA ORGANIZATION
President:

Edward K. Eller

1124 Ridgeleigh Circle
Dalton, GA 30721

(706)278-1516
catri123@windstream.net

Vice President:

Eric D. Eller

5461 Golf Drive
Soquel, CA 95073-2771

(831)462-4322
ericeller@cruzio.com

Secretary/Treasurer

Roger Eller

P O Box 515
Sneads Ferry, NC 28460

(910)327-0223

George Eller

4716 Greenshire Place
Ft. Worth, TX 76133

(817)292-9490
ellergeorge@sbcglobal.net

Joe R. Eller

2610 Nantucket Dr.
(336)765-7353
Winston Salem, NC 27103 jrgdeller@bellsouth.net

Nancy Eller

500 E. Mission St.
Crowley, TX 76036

Thomas J. Eller

1311 Masters Drive
(719)632-2259
Woodland Park, CO 80863 ellertj@aol.com

Lois Hardy

2860 Delhi Drive
Clinton, OH 44216

(330)825-7567
loishy@aol.com

Chronicles Editor:

Randy Poplin

1911 Tara Place
Dalton, GA 30720

(706)260-5950
rpoplin@dutil.com

Consulting Editor:

J. Gerald Eller

214 Rocky Mountain Way (828)681-8680
Arden, NC 28704

Website:

Eric D. Eller

5461 Golf Drive
Soquel, CA 95073-2771

(831)462-4322
ericeller@cruzio.com

Historian:

Julia S. Eller

P O Box 515
Sneads Ferry, NC 28460

(910)327-0223
julia2834@earthlink.net

Board of Directors:

rfjse@embarqmail.com

(817)297-1280
ellerng@earthlink.net

Contact the Secretary/Treasurer:
To apply for membership to the Eller Family Association
To report a change of address
To report a failure to receive The Eller Chronicles
To purchase back copies of The Eller Chronicles
To purchase the book George Michael Eller and Descendants of His in America by James W.
Hook (1957, reprinted 1995) @ $32 ea
Contact Edward K. Eller to order copies of the book John Jacob Eller and His Descendants by J. Gerald
Eller, Edward K. Eller, and Janine Eller Porter (1998)
Contact the Editor to submit genealogy and family history for publication in The Eller Chronicles and on
the World Wide Web.
To view The Eller Chronicles on the internet, go to www.eller.org
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