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   President Paula Eller called the 
Ninth Biennial Conference of 
the Eller Family Association to 
order at 9:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
July 23, 2005 at the Hawthorne 
Inn & Conference Center, 
Winston Salem, NC.  The num-
ber of members present was well 
over the minimum requirement 
for a quorum, and seventeen 
states were represented, again 
well over the minimum require-
ment of four.   
 
   Paula asked Roger to read the 
minutes of the Membership 
Meeting held at Hiawassee, 
Georgia in July 2003.  The min-
utes were approved as read.  
Paula then asked Roger for the 
Treasurer’s Report, which is 
shown separately elsewhere in 
this newsletter.  Paula then asked 
for the Chairman of the Nomi-
nating Committee, Jim Bliss, to 
give that committee’s report.  
The committee nominated the 
following officers and directors: 
President:                    Jim Bliss 
Vice President:            Eric Eller 
Secretary/Treasurer: 
     Roger Eller 
Directors: 
     Anna Bliss,  Ben Eller,   
     Joe Eller,  Lynn Eller, and  
     Sue Koenig 

   Paula then asked for nomina-
tions from the floor, if any.  
Devon Dahl then nominated 
Tom Eller of Colorado Springs, 
Colorado for the office of Presi-
dent.  Bill Wood seconded the 
motion.  Jim Bliss then stood 
and said that the Committee has 
tried in vain to get someone else 
to take the office of President, 
whereupon the Committee nomi-
nated him.  Therefore, inasmuch 
as someone else has now con-
sented to become the nominee, 
he, Jim Bliss, withdraws his 
name as a candidate for Presi-
dent.  The slate of officers and 
directors as submitted by the 
nominating committee, revised 
with the name of Tom Eller for 
President, was elected by accla-
mation.  Paula asked that the 
newly elected officers and direc-
tors to stand. 
 
   Paula mentioned that Ben Eller 
had suggested that we update the 
Eller website to enable us to 
transmit the Eller Chronicles by 
email to the members who prefer 
to receive it that way.  This 
would save the Association con-
siderable money as well as 
shorten the delivery time.  Fa-
vorable approval was given by 
the membership. 

   Paula said that the Conference 
should select the site for the 
tenth conference.  We heard on 
Thursday the reports to meet at 
Savannah and Indianapolis.  A 
recommendation was then made 
that we also consider the Akron/
Canton, Ohio area. Lois Hardy 
stood and said that she and Lee 
would be happy to host the 
meeting.  Karen Pelzman sug-
gested that we consider having 
the meeting at a park.  Following 
some discussion, Joe Eller sug-
gested that we chose one of the 
three previously mentioned and 
defer final selection to the Board 
of Directors.  Motion seconded 
and passed. 
 
   Anne Eller suggested that the 
EFA sponsor an Eller Family re-
union in Wilkes County.  It was 
mentioned that there are several 
individual family reunions held 
at various churches in Wilkes, 
but there are no facilities ade-
quate to handle larger reunions.  
Paula thanked the Ellison’s, the 
Woods, and Van & Betty for do-
ing all the work for our site se-
lection and consideration.  Meet-
ing then adjourned. 
 

Submitted by Roger Eller 
Secretary    
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a short story about the photo to be 
printed in the Chronicles. 
 
   Please do not send your originals.  
If you do not have a scanner, please 
take them to a copy center and ask 
for a photo-quality print of your 
photo.  
 
   Mail to the Editor, Eller Chroni-
cles, 64 Long Lane, Kirkwood, PA  
17536. 
 

    
       
 
 
 
 
 
 

    We look forward to reading 
about your family!   

Thank you!  

   Each issue we make a plea for in-
formation and articles to make our 
publication interesting and informa-
tive.  In an attempt to obtain infor-
mation, we will provide various 
topics and ask that you consider 
participating.  
 
   In the May issue, the topic was 
“Old Family Photos.”   This issue, 
we are making the same request.  
Please search through your archives 
of family photos and consider send-
ing a copy to the editor, along with 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   I am having some difficulty 
finding my desk right now, so 
this message may be brief.   
 
   As you review this newsletter 
you will see why.  
 
   There were seventy-two Eller 
descendants attending the Ninth 
Eller Family Association bien-
nial meeting in Winston Salem 
last week.  I am sure that they 
all will attest that we had a good 
conference.  Joe and Dean did 

an excellent job planning and 
hosting the event.  There were 
sixty-five adults and seven chil-
dren in attendance.  The only im-
provement that we could have 
asked for would have been for 
the weather to be a little cooler, 
because we were in a heat wave  
There were several attending 
their first conference.   
 
 
   Also, we have some new mem-
bers to welcome.  They are: 
 
ü Sue Eller Conn 

7050 Sunrise Circle  
Franklin TN 37067 

ü Jeannette Skirvin 
610 N. Jefferson St.
Centralia, MO 65240 

ü Ethan & Alison Davis 
1305 Boxwood Lane  
Apex, NC 27502 

    It was truly a pleasure to meet 
each of you and your family last 
week in Winston Salem.  Thank 
you for joining the Association 
and let us hear from you anytime 
you have a question or concern 
about the EFA.  
 
   As always, I have to mention 
dues.  I will get a notice out in a 
couple of weeks to those whose 
membership expires before 
12/2005.  Check the date on the 
mailing label to see what your 
expiration date is, and thanks to 
those of you who have paid cur-
rent. 
   
   Have a good summer, or 
what’s left of it.  Fall is almost 
here. 

 
Roger Eller  

Secretary/Treasurer  

From the Desk of the Secretary/Treasurer 
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   Pursuant to a called meeting of the 
Board of Directors by President 
Tom Eller, the Board met at 3:45pm, 
Saturday, July 23, 2005 at the Haw-
thorne Inn and Conference Center, 
Winston Salem, North Carolina.  
The following members of the board 
were present:  Tom Eller, President; 
Eric Eller, VP; Directors; Anna 
Bliss, Joe Eller, Ed Eller 
(representing Lynn Eller by proxy), 
Sue Koenig, and Roger Eller, Secre-
tary/Treasurer.  Ben Eller, Director, 
was absent to attend a wedding in 
Virginia.  
 
   Tom said that we should consider 
the request that Ben made at Thurs-
day’s membership meeting for ap-
proximately $150 to pay the cost of 
improving the website.  Motion was 
made, seconded and approved to au-
thorize the requested amount. 
 
   Discussion regarding the purchase 
of the fifty George Michael Eller 
books which the publisher, Closson 
Press, is holding for the Association.  
The cost is $24 per copy, including 
shipping.  We presently have 
twenty-seven books remaining on 
hand.  The Board approved the pur-
chase of the fifty copies.   
 
   Tom asked Ed to discuss the pro-
posed new or supplement to the 
John Jacob Eller book.  After some 
discussion, the Board proposed that 
Ed get with the publisher and talk 
about the cost and whether to pub-

lish a revised edition or a supple-
ment to the JJE book. 
  
   The Board discussed the Eller 
Chronicles, and how to best distrib-
ute the newsletter to the member-
ship.  The conclusion was to make 
the newsletter available on the web-
site accessible only to the EFA 
membership, and to mail a paper 
copy to those who preferred to re-
ceive it that way.  We also discussed 
mailing the newsletter first class ver-
sus bulk mail.  The required number 
of copies for bulk mailing will not 
qualify us to mail by bulk, thus a 
mute question. 
 
   The next subject was to select the 
site for the 2007 conference, the de-
cision for which the membership 
deferred to the Board.  After discus-
sion with Lois Hardy, the decision 
was postponed until she has time to 
investigate the facilities around the 
Akron/Canton area as an alternative 
site for the 2007 conference. 
 
   Ed said that he would like to see 
us have craft sales at the conference.  
He said that he misses that event be-
cause our members do make inter-
esting articles, which are sold to 
benefit the EFA treasury. 
 
   Tom said that he has not had time 
to study the assignment of duties 
and committees, which Jim Bliss has 
previously submitted to the Board. 
However, after we have had time to 

review Jim’s proposal, he will make 
those assignments. 
 
   We have heretofore had an EFA 
member volunteer to audit the finan-
cial records of the Association.  
Dean Eller did the audit for the year 
ended 6-30-04.  However, since she 
served as a conference coordinator 
for 2005, some of the records are 
hers, which naturally preclude her as 
auditor.  Ed Eller volunteered to per-
form the audit and the Board ac-
cepted. 
 
   The next subject was that of ap-
proving the budget for the ensuing 
biennium.  Approval was given to a 
budget, setting revenue and ex-
penses of $6,200 for the year 
2005/06 and $6,000 for the year 
2006/07.  A detailed statement is 
shown elsewhere in this newsletter. 
 
   Tom proposed that we establish a 
limited access to the website as a 
means of communication between 
board members.  Eric added that that 
should be no problem to facilitate 
this. 
 
  The meeting adjourned at 4:45 p.m. 
in time to make group pictures. 
                         

Submitted by Roger Eller  
Secretary/Treasurer  

  

The Eller Family Association 
Minutes of the Board of Directors Meeting, July 23, 2005 

VOLUME XIX, ISSUE 3  THE ELLER CHRONICLES  PAGE 5                   PAGE 5 



    VOLUME XIX, ISSUE 3  THE ELLER CHRONICLES  PAGE 6 

 
 

The Eller Family Association Ninth Biennial Conference  
July 20-23, 2005 

The Hawthorne Inn & Conference Center, Winston-Salem, NC 

   The Ninth Biennial Conference of the 
Eller Family Association convened at 
the Hawthorne Inn & Conference Cen-
ter.  President Paula Eller called the 
meeting to order shortly after 9:00 a.m. 
July 21, 2005.  Paula asked Jim Bliss to 
give the invocation.  She then had each 
of the thirty-seven present to stand, in-
troduce him/herself, where from, and 
name of earliest known ancestor.   
 
   Two places have been mentioned as 
likely candidates for the site of the 
2007 Conference.  Gene & Gloria Elli-
son and Bill & Mary Wood were asked 
to research and report on Savannah as 
one possibility and Van & Betty Eller 
to report on the Indianapolis area as 
another.  Paula then asked the Savan-
nah contingent to give their report on 
their research and findings about the 
hotel/convention facilities there.  Gloria 
made the presentation.  Room rates for 
acceptable facilities started at $140 and 
up.  It was noted that the weather is 
very hot there in July and we would be 
competing with the tourist crowd.  
They displayed numerous brochures 
advertising places, events and activities 
at Savannah. 
 
   Paula then asked Van & Betty Eller 
to give their report about the Indian-
apolis area.  They reported that room 
rates are similar to the rates reported 
for Savannah.  They also said that rates 
increased significantly at or near the 
time when events are held there which 
draw many people.  Paula thanked both 
groups for their work to acquire infor-
mation for the site selection, which is a 
matter for the membership meeting Sat-
urday. 
 
   Paula then asked Ed Eller if he would 
like to talk about the John Jacob Eller 
book and his ideas for reprint or publi-
cation of another genealogy study.  Ed 
thanked Joe & Dean Eller for hosting 

and planning the conference.  He re-
lated to the group how he (reluctantly) 
came to join the EFA, noting that he 
file 13 the first couple of membership 
applications that his niece, Anna Marie 
Bliss, sent to him.  He later received 
notice that she paid for his initial dues.  
He attended the Portland conference 
and was “carried away” with the gene-
alogy work of the Association.  He and 
Gerald Eller collaborated to research, 
write and publish the John Jacob Eller 
book, of which all copies have been 
sold.  He says that he continues to get 
requests for the book.  He wants to up-
date all the genealogy data of the John 
Jacob line and publish another book.   
 
   Paula said that she and Clif had vis-
ited Gerald and Juanita on the way to 
Winston Salem and that Gerald had 
recorded a message for those attending 
the conference.  Gerald’s message re-
lated how the EFA was started (about 
1985) and that there are many more 
Eller descendants than he ever imag-
ined.  He further said that we couldn’t 
depend on the editor to collect geneal-
ogy data to print; rather it must be done 
by each and every one of us.  He said 
that James Hook did a wonderful job 
doing the Ge orge Michael Eller book, 
but there are many errors in it.  Gerald 
also said that he hoped that we might 
discover more information about where 
our immigrant ancestors came from in 
Europe.   
 
   We then left the Hawthorne and 
walked a short distance to the Winston 
Salem Visitors Center for a greeting 
and reception.  We shared Moravian 
ginger cookies and lemonade and 
viewed the wonderfully restored old 
mill building which houses the Visitors 
Center. 
 
   We then returned to the Hawthorne 
for a buffet lunch there.  After lunch, 

Joe Eller introduced Richard Starbuck 
(he says no kinship to the coffee folks).  
Richard told about the settlements in 
the area by the Moravians in the middle 
1700’s.  They acquired land in 1753 
from the Earl of Granville, about 
100,000 acres, and started a community 
known as Bethabara, then later Betha-
nia and Salem, all in the Winston Sa-
lem area.  He told about Admiral 
Ernest McNeill Eller who married 
Agnes Pfohl.  Richard had several in-
teresting stories about the Moravians.  I 
was listening so hard that I forgot to 
write. 
 
   Paula asked Ben Eller to report on his 
work as web master.  Ben told us that 
his father was the youngest of ten chil-
dren, and that his eldest uncle was 
Wake Eller. Ben related how essential 
it is for us to visit and talk with our liv-
ing relatives and to get genealogical 
facts and information from while they 
can still share such with us.  Ben said 
that the EFA should have a restricted 
web site, whereby the members would 
need a password to gain access.  He 
also suggested that we should not re-
veal personal addresses and telephone 
numbers, but rather have forwarding 
email addresses to each person.  He 
requested that the Association author-
ize about $150 nominal cost to get the 
web site set up for this. 
 
   Paula asked Judy Eller if she would 
like to talk about the newsletter, The 
Eller Chronicles.  She asked how we 
like the new format of the newsletter, 
to which the response was very posi-
tive.  She reiterated the importance of 
our submitting information to her for 
publication.  She said that she would 
like to have a personal story about a 
member in each issue.  Judy also noted 
the deadline for submission, generally 
the 15th of the month prior to the month 
of publication. 
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  The day Friday was relegated to visit-
ing Old Salem.  We first went down to 
the Old Salem Visitors Center, one of 
the newer facilities in Old Salem.  
There we viewed an eight-minute film 
of information 
about the place.  
We then made 
our way over a 
walkway bridge 
to the Frank L. 
Horton Museum 
Center, which 
houses the Mu-
seum of Early 
Southern Deco-
rative Arts, the 
Old Salem Chil-
dren’s Museum, 
and the Old Sa-
lem Toy Mu-
seum.  At the 
Early Southern 
Decorative Art 
Museum we had 
a guided tour to 
see some beautiful old hand crafted fur-
niture and artifacts from the late 1600’s 
to the early 1800’s.  Following the tour 
of these museums we walked about a 
block to the Old Salem Tavern for 
lunch.  After lunch, we had the after-
noon to explore the eight or ten block 
area of restored Old Salem. The people 
who man the shops, bakery, work-
shops, church, and other period facili-
ties are dressed like the Moravians did 
in early times.  Salem College, a girl’s 
school, is located in Old Salem.  
 
   On Saturday morning, Lyn Crosmun 
gave us an interesting report about her 
Eller ancestors in Smyth County, Vi r-
ginia.  She had pictures of many of 
them, of cemeteries, and gravestones, 
and maps of the area.  Lyn revealed to 
us how she got interested in her geneal-
ogy.  She and husband, James, live in 

Suffern, New York. 
Paula then convened the membership 
meeting of the Ninth Biennial Confer-
ence, the minutes of which are shown 
elsewhere in the Chronicles. 

 
   Following the member-
ship meeting, the lectern 
was relinquished to 
Devon Dahl for his pres-
entation “A Gift to Fam-
ily History”.  Devon 
shared with us the cir-
cumstances and reasons 
why our immigrant an-
cestors left their home 
country to migrate to the 
United States.  He talked 
to us about the impor-
tance of doing family 
history, not only why, 
but also how.  He re-
viewed with us his how 
he has gathered so much 
information about his 
ancestors, and how we 

can get started to build our genealogy 
data.  He had prepared notebooks with 
pedigree charts from the Eller group 
records that each of us had sent to him 
earlier.  He also discussed the various 
computer software programs available.  
The workbook lists the various Family 
History Centers in North Carolina as 
well as several websites which should 
be helpful in doing genealogy research. 
 
   Following Devon’s presentation, in-
coming President Tom 
Eller asked the new 
board members to 
gather in the hospitality 
room for a board meet-
ing. The minutes of the 
board meeting are 
shown elsewhere in 
this newsletter.   

   After the board meeting, the group 
gathered outside for photos.  Then it 
was time to go back to the Poplar 
Room for the banquet.  Following din-
ner, now ex-President Paula Eller and 
Ed Eller made several presentations 
and awards.  Lynn Eller, who attended 
all the previous conferences until this 
one, was unable to be present.  He was 
recognized and given the EFA Award.  
This award is presented to a member 
who has made significant contribution 
to the Association.  Lynn served as 
president of the Association 1993-
1995, and in many other capacities 
throughout the existence of the Asso-
ciation.  Paula recognized outgoing 
Vice President Devon Dahl, and the 
Directors, Kent Eller, Van Eller, and 
Gene Ellison for their significant and 
generous service to the EFA.  Joe and 
Dean Eller, the Conference Coordina-
tors, were acknowledged for hosting an 
excellent conference.    It was noted 
that Walt & Nancy Eller from Texas 
were absent due to Walt’s health, the 
first time they have missed.  John & 
Lucy Eller, of Oklahoma, had planned 
to attend, but did not due to John’s 
health.   Joe and Dean gave several 
door prizes and Anna Marie won the 
drawing for the Eller rug.  The confer-
ence concluded with presentation of 
excellent Blue Grass music by the Tar-
heel Travelers.  
 

Submitted by Roger Eller 
Secretary    
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 -----Original Message----- 
From:  Benjamin Eller [mailto:
beller@epix.net]  
Sent: Wednesday, August 10, 2005 
12:25 AM 
To: Joe R. & Gloria Dean Eller; Eric 
Eller; Ed Eller; Devon & Carma 
Dahl; Roger & Julia Eller; Paula 
Eller 
Cc: judy.eller@eller.org 
Subject: Fw: I am an Eller, too :)  
 
Anyone wish to assist Cathy.... 
  

 ----- Original Message -----  
From: Eller,Cathy S.  
To: benjamin.eller@eller.org  
Sent: Tuesday, August 09, 2005 
2:23 PM 
Subject: I am an Eller, too :) 
 

Happy Tuesday!  

Imagine my surprise to find your 
website!  
Eller is not a common name, so I 
was taken aback at all the names.  

Do you have a current Eller family 
tree that I could look at to see if my 
grandparents are on it?  
My niece was doing an Eller tree, 
but I do not know how far she was 
able to go back.  

Thanks,  

Cathy Eller  
Dallas, TX  
Email:  ellercs@apci.com  
Phone:  469-524-1360  
Fax:  469-524-1373  
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Genealogy Exchange 

Hello,  
   My name is Sue and I am looking 
for any of the William Henry Eller 
family in Georgia.  He was my 
great-grandfather.  His sone was 
William Ellison Eller, My grandfa-
ther and my father was William 
Burton Eller.  They are all laid to 
rest at Liberty Baptist Church.  My 
great-grandfather was born about 
1841 in North Carolina; he married 
Melinda A. Bramlett in Pickens 
County, Georgia on March 9, 1871.  
I think they had nine children: (1) 
Robert L. Eller, (2) James M. Eller, 
(3) William Ellison Eller (Tood), (4) 
Matilda Eller (Aunt Babe), (5) 
Sarah (Sally) Eller, (6) Mary 
(Mollie) Eller, (7) Brown Lee (Uncle 
Lee Eller, (8) Steve Clay Eller, (9) 
Baby??.   
 
   This is some of the  information I 
have on him.  My grandfather was 

William Ellison Eller married to 
Mollie Martha Odom.  Their chil-
dren were Charles Henry Eller—
Kimsey Eller—Tilton Eller—Homer 
Eller—Herschel Eller—William Bur-
ton Eller (my father)—Lether Eller 
Parks—Ellen M. Eller Mitchell—
Cloe Eller Hicks.  I am sending 
some copies of photos of my 
granddad William Ellison Eller 
(Tood) and my dad William Burton 
Eller.  Then a copy of a Family Re-
cord, maybe it can be made out.  
There are also some copies of a 
marriage license.  I hope this will 
help in some way.  Anyone can 
contact me at my email address: 
Mattiesue2000@yahoo.com or 
Sue Eaton 
1205 Hwy 5 South 
Ellijay, GA  30540 
Thanks again,  
 

Sue (Eller) Eaton 

HERSHEL ELLER Obituary 
   Mr. Hershel Eller, age 79 of Jas-
per, passed away Friday, Dec. 13, 
1985 in the Kennestone Hospital, 
following an extended illness. 
   Mr. Eller was born July 27, 1906 in 
Gilmer Co., the son of the late Wil-
liam E. Eller and Mattie Odom Eller.  
He was married to Willa Mae Reece 
who preceeded him in death in 
1980.  He was retired from the L&N 
Railroad and a member of the Mt. 
Zion Baptist Church.  
   Survivors include his wife, Mrs. 
Bertha Eller; son, Roy E. Eller, Ma-
bleton; daughters, Mrs. Virginia 
White, Mrs. Helen Free, both of Jas-
per, and Mrs. Julia Biddy, Austell; 
sister, Mrs. Ellen Mitchell, McCays-
ville, GA.  Nine grandchildren and 2 
great grandchildren also survive.  
   Funeral services were held Sun-
day, Dec. 15 at 2:00 p.m. from the 
Mt. Zion Baptist Church in Jasper 
with Rev. Horace Reece, Rev. 
Ralph Smith, Rev. Wallace Parks, 
and Rev. Ben Langley officiating.  
Music was by Larry Reece and the 
Reece Trio.  Interment was in the 
Church Cemetery under the direc-
tion of the Barnhardt Funeral Home.  

Copies of information sent by Sue (Eller) Eaton are included on 
the following pages. 
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Genealogy Exchange (continued) 

WILLIAM BURTON ELLER  
Obituary 

 
   Mr. William Burton Eller, 69, died Sunday, Oct. 9, 
1983, in Pickens General Hospital. 
   Mr. Eller was born August 21, 1914, in Gilmer 
County, the son of the late William T. Eller and Mattie 
Odom Eller.  He was of the Baptist faith. 
   He is survived by his widow, Mrs. Martha Eller, Elli-
jay; five daughters, Mrs. Peggy Cook, Mrs. Martha 
Watkins, and Mrs. Mattie Sue Eaton, all of Ellijay, Mrs. 
Joe Ann Pettit, Chatsworth, and Mrs. Patricia Deav-
ers, Emerson; two sons, James D. Eller, and Larry L. 
Eller, both of Ellijay; one step-son, Jack Evans, Chats-
worsh; one sister, Mrs. Ellen Mitchell, McCaysville; 
two brothers, Hershel Eller, Jasper, and Henry Eller, 
Ellijay; 11 grandchildren and one great grandchild. 
   Services were held Tuesday, Oct. 11, at 2 p.m. from 
Logan Funeral Home Chapel with Rev. Fred Hall offi-
ciating. 
   Pallbearers were Gerald Eaton, Charles Moss, M. 
H. Sanford, Herman Hedden, Wayne Reid, and Joe 
Deavers. 
   Interment was in Liberty Church Cemetery under 
the direction of Logan Funeral Home. 
 
Submitted by Sue (Eller) Eaton  

William Ellison Eller 
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CHARLES HENRY ELLER  
Obituary 

 
   Mr. Charles Henry Eller, 90, of 
Route 3, Ellijay, died Wednesday, 
Oct. 3, 1984, in Watkins Memorial 
Hospital. 
   Mr. Eller was born August 19, 
1894, in Gilmer County, the sone 
of the late William E. Eller and 
Mattie Odems Eller.  He was a 
member of Liberty Baptist 
Church. 
   He is survived by one daughter, 
Mrs. Frances Bourdess, Cleve-
land, Ohio; one son, Doyal Eller, 
Talking Rock; one sister, Mrs. 
Ellen Mitchell, McCaysville; one 
brother, Hershel Eller, Jasper; 
seven grandchildren and four 
great grandchildren. 
   Services were held Friday, Oct. 
5, at 2 p.m. from Liberty Baptist 
Church with Rev. Roy Davis, 
Rev. Emuel Sanford, and Rev. 
Horace Reece officiating.  The 
church choir was in charge of the 
music. 
   Pallbearers were Freddie Eller, 
Hertis McVey, Lamar Eller, Bill 
McVey, Monroe Cruse, S.O. 
Penland, and Danny Crooke. 
 
 
 

ELLEN M. MITCHELL 
Obituary 

 
Mrs. Ellen M. Mitchell, ….of 
McCaysville, GA, passed away 
Friday, June 7, at Cobb General 
Hospital in Marietta, GA.  Born in 
Gilmer County, she was the 
daughter of William and Mattie 
Odum Eller, and was the wife of 
the late …..Mitchell. 
   Survivors include two sons, Er-
win Mitchell of Kennesaw, and 
Gene Mitchell of Marietta; one 
daughter, Mrs. Mildred Hancock 

of McCaysville; six grandchildren 
and eight great grandchildren.   
   Funeral servicers were held Mon-
day, June 9, at 2 p.m. from ….
chapel of Atkins Funeral Home in 
Blue Ridege.  The Rev. James Gal-
loway officiated.  Music was by the 
Kingtown…, W.E. Hancock, 
Freddie Hancock, John Ledford, 
Jeff Davis, Ray Watkins and Jeff 
Hancock served as pallbearers.  
Interment was in Chastain Memo-
rial Park. 
 

KIMSEY ELLER  
Obituary 

 
   Mr. Kimsey Eller, 76, of Blue 
Ridge died Thursday, March 18, at 
his residence in Blue Ridge. 
   Mr. Eller was born June 10, 
1899, in Gilmer County, the sone of 
the late William Ellison Eller and 
Martha Odum Eller.  He was a 
member of Sunlight Baptist 
Church. 
   He is survived by his widow, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Eller, Blue Ridge; two 
step-daughters, Mrs. Marie Marlow, 
Blue Ridge, and Mrs. Sandra Pat-
ton, Resaces; two step-sons, Rich-
ard Fisher, Blue Ridge, and Steve 
Fisher, Dalton; four step-
grandchildren, three brothers, 
Henry Eller, and Bill Eller, both of 
Ellijay, and Hershell Eller, East Elli-
jay, two sisters, Mrs. Letha Evans, 
Ellijay, and Mrs. Ellen Mitchell, 
McCaysville. 
   Funeral services were held Sat-
urday, March 20, at 3 p.m. from 
Liberty Baptist Church with Rev. J.
R. Cain and Rev. Curtis Parks offi-
ciating.  Burgess Family was in 
charge of the music. 
   Pallbearers were Jerry Morrow, 
Lamar Patton, Steve Fisher, Rich-
ard Fisher, Cleve Fisher, and 
Sammy Eller. 
   Interment was in Liberty… 

LETHA PARKS EVANS 
Obituary 

 
   Mrs. Letha Parks Evans of Elli-
jay, died Friday, Feb. 29, 1980, in 
Hamilton Memorial Hospital in 
Dalton. 
   Mrs. Evans was born August 4, 
1897, in Gilmer County, the 
daughter of the late William Todd 
Eller and Mattie Ellen Ottom Eller. 
   She had been a member of Lib-
erty Baptist Church since a young 
girl.  She was the widow of Ed 
Parks. 
   She is survived by two daugh-
ters, Mrs. Willie Mae Moss, Elli-
jay, and Mrs. Ruby Bradley, Eton; 
one sister, Mrs. Ellen Mitchel, 
McCaysville; three brothers, 
Henry Eller and Bill Eller, both of 
Ellijay, and Hershel Eller, East 
Ellijay; even grandchildren, 13 
great grandchildren and one 
great-great grandchild. 
   Funeral services were held, 
Sunday, March 2, at 2 p.m. from 
Liberty Baptist Church with Rev. 
J.R. Cain, Rev. carl Owensby, 
Rev. Horace Reece, and Rev. 
Houston Allen officiating.  Liberty 
Quartet was in charge of the mu-
sic. 
   Pallbearers were Charles Moss, 
Jerry Moss, James Bradley, Cal-
vin Bradley, Kenneth Greason, 
Michael Holcomb, and Brad Hol-
comb. 
   Interment was in Liberty Church 
Cemetery under the direction of 
Logan Funeral Home. 
 
 
 
Submitted by Sue (Eller) Eaton  



Genealogy Exchange (continued) 
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ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION  
INCOME AND EXPENSE STATEMENT  

     
 Period 7-1-03/6-30-04   
  Budget    Actual  Budget    Actual 
Income:     
     2003 Conference registrations   $      733.00    
     2005 Conference registrations     $  2,011.00  
     Craft sales   $      645.00    
     Tee shirt sales   $      469.00    
          Total Conference income   $   1,847.00    $  2,011.00  
     Dues, regular  $   4,500.00   $   2,013.00   $  5,300.00   $  3,265.00  
     Dues, life  $     500.00   $      150.00   $  1,500.00   $     250.00  
     Sale John Jacob Eller books   $      610.00    
     Sale George Michael Eller books   $      760.00    $     120.00  
     Sale Chronicles/CD Roms   $        14.00   $     200.00   
     Donations for tee shirts     $     400.00  
     Donations   $        99.00    
     Total Income  $   5,000.00   $   5,493.00   $  7,000.00   $  6,046.00  
     
Expenses:     
     Publishing Chronicles  $   2,500.00   $   2,114.00   $  3,000.00   $  1,083.00  
     2003 Conference expenses   $   2,194.00    
     2005 Conference expenses    $  1,000.00   
     Eller website  $     500.00   $      190.00   $     600.00   
     Postage  $     200.00   $      113.00   $     300.00   $     159.00  
     Telephone & Officers Expenses    $     200.00   
     Office supplies, etc  $     200.00   $        72.00   $     100.00   $        6.00  
     Surety bond  $     100.00    $     100.00   
     Research  $   1,200.00    $  1,500.00   
     Contingency  $     300.00    $     200.00   
     Total Expenses  $   5,000.00   $   4,683.00   $  7,000.00   $  1,248.00  
     
Net Income/(Deeficit) for Year  $            -     $      810.00   $            -     $  4,798.00  
     
Cash Balance Beginning of Year   $ 10,018.00    $10,828.00  
     
Cash Balance End of Year   $ 10,828.00    $15,626.00  
     
     
Encumbered funds:     
     For publications:     

Balance beginning of year   $   3,749.00    $  5,119.00  
Receipts (sale of books)   $   1,370.00    $     120.00  

Balance end of year       $   5,119.00    $  5,239.00  

Period 7-1-04/6-30-05  



Amanda Kilpatrick and Benjamin (Jami) Eller 
are pleased to announce their engagement.  
They were engaged September 3, 2005 and 
celebrated by spending time together at the 
Inner Harbor in Baltimore, Maryland.  A June 
3, 2006 wedding is planned.  Amanda is the 
daughter of Ronald and Karen Kilpatrick of 
Oxford, Pennsylvania and Jami is the son of 
Benjamin and Judy Eller of Kirkwood, Penn-
sylvania.   

Amanda is a licensed beautician and Jami is 
employed as a Civil Designer in Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania.  Jami is the descendent of George 
Michael Eller, John Jacob Eller and John Mel-
chior Eller. 
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Engagements & Weddings 

Jami Eller and Amanda Kilpatrick 

Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Eller, Jr. 

 
 
 
 
Miss Christina Michele Hayes was 
married to Gerald Michael Eller, Jr. 
on Friday, October 8, 2004 at 6:30 in 
the evening at St. Ignatius Roman 
Catholic Church in Forest Hill, Mary-
land.  Gerald has a landscaping busi-
ness and Christina works in the 
banking business.   
Gerald (or Jerry) is a nephew to Ben 
and Judy Eller. Christy and Jerry are 
residents of Bel Air, Maryland. Gerald 
is the descendent of George Michael 
Eller, John Jacob Eller and John Mel-
chior Eller. 



Miss Melissa Woodall, daughter of Thomas and Karen 
(Eller) Woodall, was married to Timothy Dalrymple on 
Saturday, July 23, 2005 at 4:00 in the afternoon at 
Court Street United Methodist Church in Lynchburg, Vir-
ginia.  Both Melissa and Tim are 2005 graduates of Lib-
erty University and former members of Liberty's con-
temporary band "Exodus".  Melissa and Tim have been 
called to serve in Music and Youth ministry and are now 
residents of California.  Melissa is a niece to Ben and 
Judy Eller (Ben is the EFA Board Member/ Webmaster 
and Judy is the Editor of the Eller Chronicles).  Melissa 
is the descendent of George Michael Eller, John Jacob Eller 
and John Melchior Eller. 

 
 

PAGE 17  THE ELLER CHRONICLES  VOLUME XIX, I SSUE  3  

Engagements & Weddings 

Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Dalrymple 
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Life Portrait—Boone Eller 
Submitted by Lynn Eller (Atlanta, Georgia) 

PREFACE: 
Boone Eller (27 February 1891—19 
March 1976) is the father of EFA 
members Lynn Eller and Dorothy 
Eller Vaughn.  He is the grandfather 
of Donna Eller LaBonar, also an EFA 
member.  He is also an uncle 
of Bethel Eller Stolte, former 
EFA Board Member. 
 
In writing this story, it is my 
intention to remind our EFA 
readers of the long migration 
of ELLERS across America 
from Philadelphia to Salis-
bury, thence westward to 
Wilkes and Ashe Counties of 
North Carolina and of the 
movement into Tennessee, 
Ohio, Indiana and other 
routes to the West. 
 
My story of westward migra-
tion begins with Harvey Eller, 
who in 1852 left Wilkes 
County with his wife and six 
small children.  The sage of 
that three-month journey by 
covered wagon to eastern 
Iowa is vividly recorded on 
page 188 of J.W. Hook’s 
GEORGE MICHAEL ELLER, His Fam-
ily in America.  The migration of 
Harvey’s descendants into Nebraska 
is my story.  

 
Remembering BOONE ELLER: 
Vernon Thomas Eller 7, Thomas Ar-
nold Eller 6, Harvey Eller 5, John 3, 
Peter 2, George Michael Eller 1 
 
Verne T. Eller acquired the nick-
name of BOONE early on and he 
carried that moniker throughout his 
life.  Boone was well known in an 
eight county area in southwest Ne-
braska as he plied his salesmanship 
in auto sales.  Associated with the 

local Chevrolet dealership for many 
years, he acquired his own dealer-
ship for Hudson when the automo-
bile was introduced in the early 
1940’s.  Then, in later year, he 
dealt in the used car market. 

 
Boone was born 27 February 1891 
in Clay Center, Nebraska.  As a boy 
of ten years, he moved from Clay 
Center with his father and mother, 
Thomas Arnold and Alice Phelps 
Eller and five brother and sisters.  
The family boarded a train in Clay 
Center with all of their household 
goods and traveled west 200 miles 
to Stratton, Nebraska, which is lo-
cated in the extreme southwestern 
part of the state.  The family took a 
farm five miles east of the town.  
The farm was on the Republican 
River.  It is today under water of 
Swanson Lake, which was created 
after the great flood of 1935. 

 
The six small children of Thomas 
Arnold and Alice Phelps Eller walked 
three miles every day to a country 
school, which was located north of 
the farm, up a steep incline called 
Dry Canyon.  They carried their 
lunch, which most often consisted 
of biscuits and cold gravy.  
 
Boone was the first person to plow 
the virgin prairie sod on that farm.  
It was behind a pair of mules and a 
plow.  When asked if it was diffi-
cult, he replied, “no, the plowing 
wasn’t so hard, but it was very haz-
ardous turning up rattlesnakes.” 
 
Upon his marriage in 1913 to Stella 
Thomas, Boone farmed for several 
years, but farming was not to his 
liking.  He and Stella moved “to 
town” and he was employed by the 
Commercial Bank.  Finding this too 
confining, he turned to auto sales, 
which used his “Hail Fellow, Well-
Met” outgoing personality to suc-
cess. 
 
Stella Thomas Eller’s parents were 
John Thomas and Mattie Hartman 
Thomas.  Both were the first home-
steaders in southwest Nebraska, 
coming west from Illinois in 1885.  
Their first homes in that harsh envi-
ronment were constructed of sod.  
These were called “soddies.” 
 
The family always had a large vege-
table garden and there was much 
activity in canning and preserving 
food for the winter months.  Corn 
was cut from the cob and placed in 
the sun to dry.  This was an Amish 
inspired method of preservation.  
Dried corn reconstituted was always 
on the Thanksgiving table.  Laundry 
soap was produced yearly, which 
contained a large amount of lye.  

Verne T. “Boone” Eller & Stella Thomas Eller 
40th Wedding Anniversary —  1953   



The Saturday night ritual was ring-
ing a chicken’s neck, plunging it into 
boiling water for de-feathering.  The 
odor still clings in my mind; but, 
Sunday din-
ner was on 
the way.  
 
Boone aug-
mented the 
family in-
come by 
hunting 
coyotes.  
The State of 
Nebraska in 
the 1930’s 
and 1940’s 
offered a 
bounty of 
$1.00 for 
each coyote 
pelt.  This 
was an effort to control the coyote 
menace.  In a three-month period in 
1944, 94 coyotes were killed (see 
photo). 
 
Boone was s self-taught typist.  The 
method was hunt and peck, which 
he managed quite adroitly.  He was 
also a self-taught musician, mater-
ing the baritone horn.  In the era of 
John Phillip Sousa, town bands were 
outlets for local musicians.  He also 
played in a small group of five men 
who billed themselves as “The Hu n-
gry Five.”  Sporting cast-off clothes, 
the group performed for local events 
and parades.  Boone stood out in a 
spiked Prussian helmet with a light 
bulb! (see photo)  Other diversions 
and entertainment in the 1920’s and 
1930’s were simple and honest.  
Baseball, softball and horseshoes 
were the mainstays with an occa-
sional ice cream social thrown in. 

Boone Eller’s legacy is one of hospi-
tality, graciousness, fairness and 
honesty; a man of integrity, always 
there to help a neighbor in need.   

 
The Eller lines are steeped in these 
qualities. 
 

Life Portrait—Boone Eller (continued) 
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Boone was very much in tune with 
his Eller heritage and maintained 
relationships with the Harvey Eller 
descendants, all 14 uncles and 
aunts and their offspring.  He was 
especially attached to his first 
cousin James William Hook, the au-
thor of GEORGE MICHAEL ELLER, 
His Family in America.  Boone al-
ways referred to James William 
Hook as cousin Will.  To my genera-
tion and peers, James Hook was 
called Uncle Billy.  
 
The westward migration continued 
to take Ellers from Nebraska to Cali-
fornia—a big jump in the 1940’s 
and 1950’s.  Thus, the trek from 
the east coast to the west coast 
was completed. 
 
(A copy of the obituary follows on 
the next page.) 

“The Hungry Five” below: 
Boone Eller is in the middle with the 

 Prussian Helmet 
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Obituaries(continued) 
Verne Thomas (Boone) Eller 

(reprinted) 
 
Verne Thomas (Boone) Eller, was born 
on  February 27, 1891 at Clay Center, 
Nebraska and departed this life on 
March 19, 1976 at the Dundy County 
Hospital at the age of 85 years and 21 
days. 
 
On March 26, 1913 he was united in 
marriage to Stella Thomas.  To this un-
ion one daughter, Dorothy and three 
sons, Donald, Wade and Lynn were 
born.  He lived all of his married life in 
Stratton, Nebraska where he entered the 
automobile business in 1924. 
 
“Boone,” as he was known, was a me m-
ber of the Stratton United Methodist 
Church. 
 
He was preceded in death by his par-
ents; brothers, Alden and Cleve, and 
sisters Ella Owens and Stella Hartman. 
 
Survivors are his wife, Stella, daughter, 
Doroghy Vaughn and husband, Sidney 
of North Little Rock, Arkansas; sons, 
Donald and wife Joy of Trenton, Ne-
braska, Wade and wife, Mildred of 
Boise, Idaho and Lynn of Atlanta, Geor-
gia; also eight grandchildren and ten 
great-grandchildren; and one brother, 
John of Stratton, Nebraska; and a host 
of other relatives and friends. 
 
Funeral Services for Verne “Boone” 
Eller were held at the Community 
United Methodist Church in Stratton, 
March 22, 1976 at 10:30 a.m., with the 
Reve. James Mote officiating.  Organist, 
Marjorie Redfield accompanied the 
quartette of Wallace Gummere, Art 
Hawkinson, Daniel Rife and Richard 

Stahly who sang, “How Great Thou 
Art” and “The Old Rugged Cross.”  
Pall Bearers were:  Wilbur Wyss, 
Reginald Stahly, Wayne Rath, Gene 
Kleinschmidt, Stanley Vrbas and Earl 
Bailey. 
 
Interment was in the Rose Hill Ceme-
tery at Stratton, Nebraska. 
 
Lynda Eller Betts  
1947 - 2005  
City of Birth: Chicago, Illinois  
City of Death: Keokuk, Iowa  

Born on January 13, 1947 in Chicago, 
IL, Lynda Marie was the daughter of 
Raymond and Marjorie Thorness Eller. 
On December 21, 1974, Lynda was 
united in marriage to Jack Betts at 
Wildcat Springs in Hamilton, IL.  
Lynda graduated from Keokuk High 
School with the Class of 1965.  
 
She had been employed at Southeastern 
Iowa Community Action in Keokuk, 
IA as a Family Development Specialist. 
She had also hosted the Morning 
Magazine show on KOKX radio sta-
tion. 
 
She was a member of the Faith Family 
Church in Keokuk, Your Friend in 
Christ Ministry, Love the Children 
Foundation of the Philippines and 
Asiaide. Lynda and her son, Dan, 
founded Asiaide, a humanitarian or-
ganization which helps to meet the 
physical, medical and spiritual needs of 
young people in Asia. She served as 
Vice President of the organization and 
took an active part in the work. She had 
made a couple of trips to the Philip -
pines where she worked side by side 
with her son and sang at crusades. She 

also established the Lynda Library in 
Davao, Philippines. Lynda’s strength 
was her faith in Christ and she was al-
ways ready to tell people about her 
Lord.  
 
She loved music, especially singing, 
and had performed as a gospel singer in 
many Tri-State area churches. She also 
hosted a program on the Christian tele-
vision station, Christvision, and often 
appeared as a guest soloist. She had 
recorded one C.D. of her own and was 
a guest artist on the Route 136 Chris t-
mas C.D. Lynda also used her musical 
talent for community events and will be 
remembered by many for her Christmas 
caroling at Keokuk Main Street’s Put-
ting on the Glitz. She had also per-
formed in several Great River Players 
musicals. Lynda was a people person 
and always had a smile and hug for 
everyone. 
 
Lynda Marie Betts died Wednesday, 
July 27, 2005 at her home in Keokuk at 
the age of 58. 
 
She is survived by her husband, Jack, 
of Keokuk, IA, four daughters, Lisa 
Lucido and her husband Denny of 
Hamilton, IL, Tiffany Jones of 
Macomb, IL, Lisa Atterberry and her 
husband Greg of Billings, MO, Jacki 
Betts of Lake Ozark, MO, one son, Dan 
Betts of Iloilo City, Phillippines, six 
grandchildren, Celina and Donovan 
Lucido, Karly Jones, McKayla and 
Austin Atterberry, and Zachary Palm-
quist, three sisters, Judy Stice of River-
side, CA, Resa Eller-Lovan and her 
husband Seng of Keokuk, IA, and 
Raeann Salter and her husband Sidney 
of Keokuk, IA, a brother-in-law, Louis 
“Bud” Betts and his wife Donna of 
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Obituaries(continued) 
Keokuk, IA and several nieces and 
nephews. 
 
She was preceded in death by her par-
ents, one sister, Janice McGinnis and 
one brother in infancy. 
 
Funeral services were held at 10:30 a.
m., Monday at the Faith Family Church 
in Keokuk, IA with Pastor Jay Zetter-
lund, Pastor Sylvia Tillman and Pastor 
Ron Leonard officiating. Burial was in 
the Keokuk National Cemetery. 
Memorials may be made to Asiaide.  
 

Roma M. Eller Crewdson, 93, of Hil-
ton Head, S.C., formerly of Greeley, 
died Sunday, Jan. 9, in Savannah, Ga. 

She was born Jan. 11, 1911, in Tru m-
ball, Neb., to Harold and Julia (Bushee) 
Eller. In 1940, she married Wilford P. 
Jordan. On May 22, 1954, she married 
Don Crewdson. 

She was a graduate of Central High 
School in Omaha, Neb., and attended 
business school. She began her working 
career with Prudential Insurance Co. in 
Omaha, and became office manager in 
Springfield and Joplin, Mo., and 
Greeley. She began her second career 
working for Newco Electric Co. as of-
fice manager and credit manager. She 
retired from Newco in 1983. 

Mrs. Crewdson was a volunteer with the 
North Colorado Medical Center hospital 
auxiliary. She was an avid bridge player 
and enjoyed playing the organ and pi-
ano. She enjoyed needlework and trav-
eling with the Cruisen Sports RV Club. 
She and her husband of 50 years, Don 
Crewdson, moved to Hilton Head Island 
in May 2004. 

A member of the First Christian 
Church in Greeley, Mrs. Crewdson 
sang in the choir, served as a trustee 
and elder and participated in the Chris-
tian Women’s Fellowship. She was a 
longtime member and officer of PEO 
and a charter member and officer in the 
Greeley Lioness Club. 

Survivors are her husband, Don Crewd-
son; two sons, Bob Crewdson of Bluff-
ton, S.C., and Rick Crewdson of Liver-
more; a sister, Jean Mouer of Tucson, 
Ariz.; a brother, Bill Eller of Engle-
wood; five grandchildren; and five 
great-grandchildren. 

Two brothers, Bob and Raymond Eller, 
are deceased. 

A memorial tribute will be at 9:45 a.m. 
Jan. 23 at Indigo Pines Chapel Fello w-
ship, 110 Gardner Drive, Hilton Head 
Island. Memorial services and inurn-
ment will take place in Greeley in June. 

Instead of flowers, contributions may 
be made to Friends of Children/
Tennyson Center in care of First Chris-
tian Church, 2230 13th St., Greeley, 
CO 80631. 

Adamson Memorial Downtown Chapel 
is in charge of arrangements. 

John Arthur Eller, 76, of Hillsboro, 
IL, died Wednesday, May 11, 2005, at 
Richland Memorial Hospital in Olney. 
 
He was born April 21, 1929, in Fayette 
County, the son of John Alfred and 
Sarah Frances Dilbeck Eller. He mar-
ried Verna L. Cole in 1949 in No-
komis; she died in 2002. A son, Tom 
Eller, also preceded him in death. 

 
Mr. Eller retired as a machine operator 
from Fiatallis. He was of the Baptist 
faith. 
 
Survivors: son, Jim (wife, Patty) Eller 
of Olney; daughter, Julie (husband, 
Bernie) Huber of Hillsboro; 19 grand-
children; 16 great-grandchildren; two 
brothers, Roy (wife, Virginia) Eller and 
Clifford (wife, Georgia) Eller, both of 
Nokomis; four sisters, Madge Ray and 
Evelyn (husband, John) Stevenson, 
both of Nokomis, Edith Pesko of Pana 
and Mildred (husband, Clyde) Hicks of 
Decatur; and several nieces, nephews 
and cousins. 
 
Services: 11 a.m. today, Sutton Funeral 
Home, the Rev. Roy Raymond Eller 
officiating. Burial: Nokomis Cemetery. 
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Excerpts from the Autobiography of 
Ervin Row Stoker—submitted by Kathleen Stoker Overton 

I was born in a rented house in 
Spanish Fork, Utah on June 10, 
1902.  My father, William E. Stoker, 
had been teaching school and was 
school principal at Montpelier, Idaho 
where my older sister Anna was 
born.  My mother, Eleanor Jane 
Rowe, had also been a school 
teacher in Spanish Fork, Utah prior 
to her marriage.  
 
An interesting thing happened about 
the time of my birth.  My father had 
been suffering from a tooth ache 
and had lost considerable sleep be-
cause of it.  At that time there were 
no dentists.  If you had trouble with 
a tooth you went to a barber.  He 
pulled the tooth without anesthetic 
and that was that.  So Dad went to 
the Barbershop and a tooth was 
pulled.  A day or two later when the 
hurt from the wound in his mouth 
began to subside, he found to his 
dismay that he still had that terrible 
tooth ache.  The barber had pulled 
the wrong tooth.  So there was not h-
ing to do but return to the Barber-
shop and give the barber another 
chance.  This time he got the right 
one and at the time of his death, 
Dad still had all his teeth except 
these two.  
 
This could serve to illustrate the pro-
gress that has been made in scien-
tific, medical and other fields within 
my lifetime.  There was no electricity 
and homes were lit with candles and 
kerosene lamps or perhaps with the 
flames of an open fire.  There was 
no central heat.  The fire in the 
kitchen range was allowed to go out 
in the evening and a fire was lit in 

the heater stove in the living room.  
You either roasted or froze depend-
ing on how close you got to it.  The 
bedrooms and other rooms were in 
a deep freeze. 
 
There was no running water in the 
house.  My earliest memory is of a 
well in back of the 
house with an old oaken bucket.  I 
was about 4 when running water 
was piped into the lot of my Grand-
father Rowe's place.  It went to a 
hydrant just outside the kitchen 
door.  There was no inside toilet, of 
course, and many times as a lad, 
when the weather hung around 
zero, I'd put off as long as possible 
my excursions to that little two-holer 
way out in the back yard.  On Satur-
day a tub was taken into the 
kitchen, filled with hot water from 
the tea kettle and various pots and 
pans on the stove and I had my 
weekly bath.  
 
It was an experience worthwhile to 
step outside on a summer night and 
leave the others behind with their 
talk and mending.  The stars in the 
dark sky glittered and laughed and 
seemed so low you could almost 
touch them.  There was no sound 
abroad in the night except for the 
occasional bark of a dog or moo of 
a cow.  No roar of traffic or even the 
sound of a moving wagon or buggy.  
It seemed at times, in this blessed 
solitude, that you were alone in the 
world, except for the night and God. 
 
I remember very little of my Mother, 
just a glimpse here and there.  She 
was in and out of hospitals continu-

ously with one operation after an-
other.  Dad had obtained employ-
ment in Provo and Anna and I 
stayed with Grandma Rowe in 
Spanish Fork.  My Mother died on 
January 16, 1910, a few days short 
of her 34th birthday.  I was 7 years 
old.  I had been in school on the 
day of her death and had stopped 
as I always did on the way home at 
the house where my Uncle Eph 
lived.  It was there I learned the sad 
news.  I cut through the vacant lot 
towards Grandma's place and came 
to the gate of sliding poles that I 
climbed over.  There I stopped for a 
minute and cried.  It wasn't because 
I felt sad- I hadn't known my Mother 
well enough for that.  In fact I've 
never been able to figure out why I 
did it but I cried.  
 
When the news came that Dad was 
planning to marry again, all the 
Rowe family were reproachful and 
angry.  They felt he had begun this 
romance too soon after the death of 
my Mother.  They filled my ears and 
those of Anna's with tales concern-
ing the viciousness of stepmothers.  
I was filled with fear relative to my 
impending fate.  On the day Dad 
and his bride came for us, we had 
been forewarned of the event.  
When we saw them coming in a 
sparkling new horse and buggy, 
Anna ran outside and hid in the 
raspberry patch and I hid in a giant 
clothes hamper in the kitchen.  Nev-
ertheless we went to Provo and 
lived in a new brick home and at-
tended Maeser Public School. 
 

Genealogy is Kathleen Stoker Overton—Ervin Rowe Stoker—William Ervin Stoker—Michael Stoker—William 
Stoker—David Stoker—Catherine Eller.  
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Excerpts from the Autobiography of 
Ervin Row Stoker (continued) 

I left for the mission field in October 
1927 traveling by way of Niagra 
Falls, Montreal, Canada and the St.  
Lawrence Seaway, fi nally arriving in 
Liverpool, England.  I reported at 
Durham House, the mission head-
quarters, and was assigned to labor 
in Northern Ireland.  I took a small 
boat across the North Sea, traveling 
at night, and arrived in Belfast the 
following morning.  
 
I was there when one new member 
was baptized at St.  Helene's Bay.  
This was Gretta Millar, an eager, 
lovely lass who was to become my 
wife, after my release and return to 
the States.  I was never alone with 
her that I can recall, even for a min-
ute.  We never spoke of marriage or 
even hinted at it.  But there must 
have been a secret, unspoken un-
derstanding, unknown to even our-
selves.  In fact, she said she had a 
dream and knew what I would look 
like and when I would arrive before it 
happened.  
 
After a year in Ireland, I was trans-
ferred to Hull, England where I be-
came President of the Hull District.  
In October 1929, I was released 
from my mission and returned home 
after a short European tour.  
 
I took a Civil Service Examination 
and was given a job as a Clerk-
Typist in the World War I Division, 
Adjutant General's Office of the War 
Department in Washington, DC.  I 
entered on duty December 5, 1930.  
I wrote to Gretta Millar in Belfast, 
proposed our marriage, and was ac-
cepted.  It was a long wait, however, 
before she was able to leave Ire-
land.  She sailed on January 27, 

1934 and we were married in 
Washington, DC on February 24, 
1934. 
 
I was right proud of my bride and 
happy.  The first three of our chil-
dren, Kathleen, Michael and 
Ronald, were born in the Sibley 
Hospital in Washington.  I was glad 
when I heard that Hill Air Force 
Base had been established in Utah 
and was a going concern.  I applied 
for a transfer.  I had received sev-
eral good promotions since the 
threat of war, and then actual war 
had boosted the stock of the War 
Department but I was confident  
things would be much better in 
Utah.  On the 15th of May, 1943 we 
transferred to Utah.  It was good to 
see the mountains again.  We 
rented an apartment in the Govern-
ment housing project at Washington 
Terrace in Ogden where we stayed 
for a year.  Then we bought the 
home at 290 Melody Street in 
Layton where we lived from then 
on.   
 
Shelagh was born April 16, 1945 
and now our family was complete.  
Our children grew through the years 
and went to school.  Each of them 
went through the grades at the 
same old red school house near our 
home.  and all of them graduated 
from Davis High School in Kays-
ville.  Their Mother saw that their 
religious education was not ne-
glected either.  They all went 
through LDS Primary, Mutual, Sun-
day School and Seminary and at-
tended to their religious duties as 
they properly should.  She led out in 
this respect and marked the path 
for them to follow. 

I think Gretta and I had some of our 
most happy days together after my 
retirement.  She used to grumble 
sometimes about me always being 
around the house, but I think she 
really liked it.  Then about the mid-
dle of March 1970 I took sick and 
was sent to McKay Hospital with 
pneumonia.  I was still there on 
April 6th when Gretta was brought 
in with gall bladder trouble.  I was 
soon released, but she underwent 
surgery and two harrowing months 
mostly in the Intensive Care Unit.  
She died on June 17th and is bur-
ied in the Kaysville Cemetery. 
 

Afterward  
 
After Ervin’s retirement, he occa-
sionally had part -time jobs and did 
a little traveling.  He was a talented 
writer who put poems in custom 
Christmas Cards each year and 
had some things published.  He en-
joyed his family.  He was a patient, 
kind man who rarely lost his tem-
per.  He loved to talk and especially 
about subjects that had no an-
swers.  He suffered a debilitating 
stroke in May of 1977 and his 
health gradually declined until he 
died on 20 September 1982 in 
Layton, Utah.  He is buried next to 
his wife in the Kaysville Cemetery. 
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The Story Behind the Paddle . . . 
By Dean Eller 

   The August 2004 issue of the Eller 
Chronicles had a story about the 
2004 Henry Cleveland Eller reunion. 
Included with that article was a pic-
ture of Claude Church and Colon 
Eller holding a paddle that belonged 
to a teacher of Mt. Pleasant School. 
We dubbed the paddle the “paddle 
of correction” and my immediate 
family had great fun in teasing my 
oldest brother Colon about being a 
bad boy as his name is on the pad-
dle. We told him he obviously did 
something in high school besides 
playing basketball. So now goes 
“The rest of the story.” 
 

   We all know the advantage of liv-
ing in a smaller town and commu-
nity is that everyone knows every-
one. So as the story of the paddle 
traveled around, memories began 
to roam. Some said surely the girls 
did not get paddled in high school, 
yes there were names of girls on 
the paddle.  
 
   Finally, someone remembered 
the story behind the paddle. The 
paddle belonged to Mr. Allen, who 
was the teacher of the senior class 
of 1951. At the beginning of the 
year, Mr. Allen brought in a new 

paddle and students signed the 
paddle on their birthday. If the 
name of a student did not appear 
on the paddle it was because they 
had a summer birthday. 
 
   Mr. Allen evidently liked teaching 
and the class of “51” did nothing to 
change his mind. He later became 
Dr. Roscoe Allen and taught Com-
puter Science at the University of 
North Carolina at Greensboro.  
 
   I have talked to my cousin 
Claude, who lived near Dr. Allen, 
and found out their paths crossed in 
several ways. They not only lived 
near each other but both became 
elders at the same time at the same 
Presbyterian Church.  
 
   Dr. Allen passed away and, a few 
years later when his wife could no 
longer live alone, a daughter who 
was cleaning out the house found 
the paddle. She called Claude, as 
she knew he was from Wilkes 
County and asked if he would like 
to have the paddle. While Claude 
never got to ask Dr. Allen about the 
paddle, we know that for some rea-
son the paddle was special enough 
to him to have kept it all those 
years. 
 
   My brother, Colon Eller talked 
with the senior class historian, Athel 
Phillips. Athel said that Mr. Allen left 
Mt. Pleasant School at the end of 
the year. We assume that  he 
wanted to keep the paddle as a me-
mento of his last days of teaching 
high school. 
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EFA Alaskan Cruise (follow-up) 

   As a member of the Eller Family 
Association, I would like to thank 
Paula Eller for the suggestion of a 
cruise to Alaska and for making the 
arrangements for all of us to go.  A 
great time was had by all of us and 
gave us an opportunity to know each 
other better. 
   The scenery was beautiful, com-
radery wonderful, and the food out-
standing.  Some of us had to diet 
when we got home.  Somehow with 
all the activities (eating, shows, 
sight-seeing, shopping and visiting), 
we managed to hold a Board meet-
ing. 
 
   I wish all of you could have joined 
us on the Cruise.  Again, thanks 
Paula. 
 

Sue Eller-Koenig 

Front Row (from left to right):  Julia Eller, Sue Koenig, Anna Marie Bliss, 
Betty Eller, Mary Wood and Paula Eller.  Middle Row (from left to right):  
Donn Koenig, Jim Bliss, Van Eller, Bill Wood.  Top Row (from left to right):  
Roger Eller, Gloria Ellison, Gene Ellison and Clifton Eller 
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associated family lines worldwide to: 
ü Discover and preserve our his-

torical past 
ü Report current events and ongo-

ing contributions  
ü Develop and expand current 

family ties 
ü Provide ongoing biennial meet-

ings to summarize accomplish-
ments 

ü Socialize and provide inspired 
direction as we focus on the fu-
ture. 

 
A quarterly newsletter, The Eller 
Chronicles, is published and sent to 
each member in February, May, Au-
gust and November.  Information on 

The purpose of the Eller Family 
Association (EFA) is to draw all 
Ellers, regardless of their particular 
family line, and allied families into 
a cooperative effort.  We owe it to 
the present generation and those of 
the future, this effort to come to-
gether, explore and record our 
common roots and heritage. 
 
The EFA has already demonstrated 
that this approach is the quickest 
and most efficient mechanism for 
sharing family history and genea-
logical information.  
 
The Mission Statement is that the 
EFA exists to assist all Eller and 

all Ellers in the United States and 
Europe, from the 17th century to 
the current time is being gathered 
and made available.  To join the 
Association, please fill out the fol-
lowing information (to the extent 
known) and send with a check for 
$25 for the annual membership 
or $250 for a lifetime membe r-
ship payable to the Eller Family 
Association to: 
 

Roger Eller, Secretary/
Treasurer 
Eller Family Association 
PO Box 515 
Sneads Ferry, NC  28460 

Eller Family Association 
Membership Application 
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Membership Application 

Choose One:         o Annual Membership—$25.00                                     o  Lifetime Membership—$250.00 

Name:    
Address: 

Other family lines in which 
you are interested 

Telephone: 
Email: 

Oldest known ancestor  
(names, dates, place) 

 

 

 

 

 

Signature 



 General Information: 
Contact the Secretary/Treasurer... 
üTo apply for membership to the Eller Family Assn. 
üReport a change of address 
üReport a failure to receive The Eller Chronicles 
üPurchase back copies of The Eller Chronicles 
üPurchase the book George Michael Eller and 

Descendants of His in America by James W. Hook 
(1957, reprinted 1995) @ $40/ea 
üOrder copies of the book John Jacob Eller and His 

Descendants by J. Gerald Eller, Edward K. Eller, and 
Janine Eller Porter (1998) @ $60/ea 

 
Contact the Editor... 
ü To submit genealogy, family history, 

announcements or pictures for publication in The 
Eller Chronicles. 

 
Contact the Webmaster… 
ü To submit information for publication on the 

Website. 

We’re on the Web 
www.eller.org 

President: Thomas J. Eller 1504 N. Nevada Ave. 
Colorado Springs, CO 

(719) 632-2259 
aleller129@aol.com 

Vice President: Eric D. Eller 5461 Golf Drive 
Soquel, CA 95073-2771 

(831) 462-4322 
Ericeller@cruzio.com 

Secretary/Treasurer: Roger Eller PO Box 515 
Sneads Ferry, NC 28460 

(910) 327-0223 
rfjse@worldnet.att.net 

Board of Directors Anna Marie Bliss 828 S. 82nd Way 
Mesa, AZ 855208-4616 

(480) 986-9667 
Ajbliss@aj1.net 

 Benjamin Eller Jr. 64 Long Lane 
Kirkwood, PA 17536 

(717) 529-7525 
Benjamin.eller@eller.org 

 Joe R. Eller 2610 Nantucket Dr. 
Winston Salem, NC  27103 

(336) 765-7353 
Jrgdeller@bellsouth.net 

 Lynn Eller 42 28th Street 
Atlanta, GA 30309 

(404) 351-4304 
Doncarlrobinson@juno.com 

 Sue E. Koenig 303 Newfield Road 
Glen Burnie, MD 21061 

(410) 761-2046 
donnkoenig@aol.com 

Editor: Judy Eller 64 Long Lane 
Kirkwood, PA 17536 

(717) 529-7525 
judy.eller@eller.org 

Consulting Editor: J. Gerald Eller 214 Rocky Mntn Way 
Arden, NC 28704 

(828) 681-8680 
ellchron@aol.com 

WebMaster: Benjamin Eller Jr. 64 Long Lane 
Kirkwood, PA 17536 

(717) 529-7525 
Benjamin.eller@eller.org 

Historian: Lois Hardy 2860 Delhi Drive 
Clinton, OH 44216 

(330) 825-7567 
loishy@aol.com 

EFA ORGANIZATION 

    ELLER FAMILY ASSOCIATION  

   
   
      6-30-06      6-30-07 
Income:   
     Dues, regular  $ 3,500.00   $ 3,800.00  
     Dues, life  $    500.00   $    750.00  
     Sale of books  $ 1,000.00   $ 1,000.00  
     Donation for tee shirts  $          -     $    600.00  

     Transfer from encumbered funds(for books)  $ 1,200.00   $          -    
     Total income  $ 6,200.00   $ 6,150.00  
   
Expenses:   
     Publishing Chronicles   $ 2,400.00   $ 3,000.00  
     Eller website   $    600.00   $    600.00  
     Purchase GME books  $ 1,200.00   
     Postage  $    150.00   $    200.00  
     Telephone and officers' expenses   $    200.00   $    200.00  
     Office supplies, etc  $    100.00   $    100.00  
     Surety bond  $    200.00   $    200.00  
     Research  $    600.00   $ 1,000.00  
     Contingency  $    750.00   $    850.00  
     Total expenses   $ 6,200.00   $ 6,150.00  

BUDGET FOR THE YEARS ENDING 6-30-06 AND 6-30-07  


